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ADVERTISEMBNT. 

[Sin Walter Scott transmitted from Naples, in Fobniary 1832, an 
Introduction for Castle Bangkrous ; Imt if he ever wrote one for a 
Second Edition of Kobeht' ov Paris, it has not been discovered amongr 
1 1 is papers. 

Homo notes, chiefly extracts from the books which he had been observed 
Lo consult while dictatlwf this novel, are now appended to its pa^^es ; and 
in addit ion to what the author had given in the shape of hi.storical infor- 
I nut ion ro.spocting the principal roal persoi\s introduced, the reader is hero 
l>ro.'sento<l with what may probably arauao him, the passage of the Aloxiad, 
in whiclj Anna Comnena rfoscribos the incident which originally, no doubt, 
Ictcnnincd Sir WaltoFs choice of a hero. 

May, A.D. 1097. — As for the multitude of those who advanced towards 
i’Tiji (UiEAT CITY, lot it bo onough to say that they were as the stars in the 
Ijoaven, oi* as the sand upon the sotvshoro. They wore, in the words of 
Hoiiior, an^ maity «.v the Jmves and jioioers of spring. But for the names of 
the loaders* i, hough they uro present in my memory, 1 "Vigll not relate them. 
The numbors of these vrould alone deter me, even if myfRnguage furnished 
lli^ moans of expressing their barbarous sofnds; and for what purpose 
should 1 afflict my readers ^l^h a long eimmoration of the names of those, 
wln^ao visible presence gavo^ much horror to all that beheld them? 

As soon, therefore, as they approached the Great Cit^ they occupied 
the station appfintod for them by Ae Emperor, near to the monastoij of 
Cosmuliv|j|. But this multitude were not, like the Hellenic one of olc^ to 
be rostramed and governed the loud voices of niuo heralds ; theyre- 
tpiirod tlso constant superiii'tendonco of choscui and valiant soldiers, to 
keep them from violating the commands of tho Emperor. 

Ho, meantime, lal)oi;*'od to obtain from tho other loaders that acknow- 
ledgement (^Miis supreme authority, which had already been drawn hrom 
Godfrey [rovro^pc] himself. But. notwithstanding the willingness of some 
to accede to tl»s pronosal, and their assistance in wor!^ng on the minds 
of their aasociatos, the Emperor’s endeavours had little success, as tho 
majority werp looking for the arrival of Bohomund [Baipovvoy], in wh(^. 
they placed theip chief confidence, and resorted every art with the view 
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gaining time. The Emperor, whom it was not easy to dec eive, pene- 
feftted their motives ; and by granting to one powerful person demands 
Viioh had been supposed out of all bounds of expectation, and by resort- 
ing to a ’\’arioty of other devices, ho at length prevailed, Jiiid won general 
^Wiiment to the following of the example of Godfrey, who idso was sent for in 
'Iperson to assist in this business. 

** All, therefore, being assembled, and Godfrey among them, the oath 
was taken ; but when all was finished, a certain Noble among thc&o Counts 
hfid the audacity to scat himself' on the throne of the Emperor. [ToAur/crar 
airo ''^avTUP tup KOfjLrjrup IvytPTis ety top tTKi^TtoZa rov BacriXeus 
4Ma0f(rey], The Emperor restrained himself . and said nothing, for he was 
well acquainted of old with the natuix? of the Latins, 

But the Count Baldwin [BaASou/j'oy] stepping forth, and seizing him 
by the hand, dragged him thence, and with many reproaches said, ' It 
becomes thee not to do such things here, especially after having taken the 
oath of fealty [Soi/Acmi/ {hroa-xo/iepi^. It is not the custom of the Roman 
Emperors to permit any of their inferiors to sit besiclo them, not oven of 
such as aro bom subjects of their empire ; and it is necessary to respect 
the customs of the country.’ But he, answering nothing to Baldwin, 
stared yet more fi«edly upon the Emporor, and muttered to himself some- 
thing in his own dialect, which, boijig interpreted, was to this offoot — 
'Behold what rustic fellow [x<^P^'^Vs\ is this, to bo sealed alone while 
such loaders stand around him ! ’ Tlio movement of his lips did not escape 
the Emperor, who called to him ono that understood the Latin dialect, and 
inquired what words the man had spoken. When he hoard them, the 
Emporor said nothing to the other Jjatins, but kept the thing to Ijiiusclf. 
When, how^ever, the busiucss was all ovei% ho called near to him by hirji- 
sejf that swelling and shameless Latin [0>^7)\o(()popa in^tvop nai kpaihj], 
and asked of him, who ho was, of what lineage, and from what region ho 
had come. ' T am a I’rank,’ said ho, 'of pure blood, of the Noldos. Ono 
thing I know, that whero three roads moot in the place f)*om whicli T came, 
there is an ancient church, in which whosoever has the desire to measure 
himself against another in single combat, i>rays God to help him therein, 
and afterw'ards abides the coming of mio willing to encounter him. At 
that spot longtime did T remain, but the man bold enough to stand against 
me I found not.’ Hearing these words the Emperor said, 'If hitherto 
thou host sought battles in vain, the time is at hand which wdll f^irnish thee 
with abundance of dhem. And 1 advise thee to x>laco thyself neither before 
the phalanx, nor ift its rear, but to stand fast in the midst of thy fellqw- 
Boldiers ; for of old time I^m well acquainted with the warfare of the 
Turks.’ With such advice he dismissed not^only this man, but the rest 
of those who were about to depart on that expedition.” — Alexiad, Book x.'» 
pp. 237, 238. I 

Ducange, as is mentioned in the ndvel, identifies the duurch, thus de- 
scribed by the crusader, with that of Our^Lud?/ of ^oimnst, oi w'hich a* 
French poet of the d^ys of Louis VII. says - 



f vont euc(»rc li Polerin 
>ataille vculent fore et founrir. 

Bucanuk in Alexiadt 1^86. 


The Princess Comnena, it may bo i)ropor to observe, was born on 
the first of December, a. 33 . 1083, and was consemiontly A her fiftoeuiii 
year when the chiefs of the first crusade made tnoir appearance in her 
fiber’s court. Even then, however, it is not improbable that might 
have been the wife of Nioophorus Bryenziius, whom, man^ yeai-s after his 
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doftlh, slie speaks of in her history os rov eixov murapa^ and in oilier terwfe 
equally affectionate. The bitterness with which she uniformly menti|Dw^ 
Bohemaiid, Count of Tarentum', afterwards Prince of Antioch, has, 
ever, boon ascribed to a disappointraont in love ; and on one romarkam^! 
occasion, the Princess cerUiiiily expressed great contempt of her huslmni^ 
I am aware of no other aniUorities for the liberties taken with this lady*® 
conjvigal cljaracter in tlio ij<iV©l. 

Her husband, Nicophorus Bryemiius, was tlic gramlson of the person of 
that name, ^vho figures in history as the rival, in a contest for the imperM 
throne, of Nicephoins Botoniatosi He was, on his moi-riage with Anna 
<!()innoiia, invested with the rank of Panfivmrschafitoii, or Omnium. Augus^ 
thuhnns ; hut Alexius deeply offended him, by afterwards recognising tho 
su])orior and simpler dignity of a i^khastos. liis eminent qualities, both in 
p(>:icc ami wnr, are ackiKAvledged by Uibbon : and ho hfis left us four books 
of Alenudvs, detailing the early pai*t of his fatber-in-law’s history, and 
valuablo as being the work of an eyewitness of tlic most important evonia 
which ho describes. Anna Comnena appears to hav'o considered it her 
duty to take up the task which her husbainl had not lived to complete : 
iiiul hence tho Alexiad — certainly, with all its dcfect.s, the first historicai 
work that has as yet proceeded fVom a female pen. « 

“'Fhe life of tho Kniperor Alexius,” says Gibbon, ‘Gia.s been delineated 
by the pen of a favourite daughter, who was inspired by tender regard for 
his person, and a laudable zeal to pciqictuato his virtues. ( 'onreious of tlie 
just suspicion of her reaijlcrs, tho Princess repeatedly protests that, besides 
her pcr-sonal knowledge, she bad searched tho discourses and writings of 
tho most rospoctfvblc vctoniny ; and that after an interval of thirty years, 
forgotten by, and forgetful of tho world, her mournful solitude was inac- 
cessible to hope and fear : that truth, the naked perfect truth, was moro 
dear tlian the memory of her parent. Yet instead of tho sirnplioily of 
stylo and mvrrative whicli wins our belief, an elaborate affectation of 
rhotoiic and scionco betrays in every page the vanity of a female author. 
The genxiino character of Alexius is lost in a vague constellation of virtues; 
and the perpetual strain of panogyric and apology awaken-s cur jealousy to 
question tho veracity of tho"'1&irtbrianJ''imiT‘th.0 merit of her hero. We 
cannot, however, refuse her judicious and importaftt remark, that the 
disorders of tlic times wore tho misfortune aud.th<J glory of Alexius; and 
that every calamity which can afflict a declining empire was accumulated 
on his reigti by tho ju-stice of Heaven and tho vices of his prodeccBSOiH. 
In the cast, tho victorious Turks ha<l spread, from Persiito tho Hellespont, 
the reign of tho Koran and tho Crescent ; ^le west was invaded by tho 
adventurous valour of the liformans ; and, in tho moments of peace, tho 
Banuho poured forth now s^nns, who had gained in the .science of war , 
what they had lost in tlie forocioupucss of their manners. The sea was not 
loss hostile tha]| tho land ; and, wlfile thp frontiers were trasauUed by fin 
^pcii enemy, the palace was distracted with secret conspiracy and treason. 

“On jF sudden, the bannoilof the Gross was displayed by the Latins; 
Europe \^as pvecjpiiAtcd., on^^.sia : and Constantinople had almo.st boon 
swept away by this impetuous deluge. In tho tempest Alexius steered 
tho imperial ve.ssel with dexterity and coyrago. At the head of his armies, 
he was bold in action, skilful in stratagem, patient of fatigue, voady to 
imj-irove his advantages, and lising from liia defeats wdth iuoxlmustiblel 
vigour. The discipline of the camp w'as ryyorscd, and orfiew generation of 5 
irten and soldiers was created by tlie precepts and exiimplo of their leader. ' 
In his intercourso with tho Latins, Alexius was patient and artful ; his dis- 
>cerninj3^ye pcrv'adcd the new systom of an unknown world. 

“ The increase of tho male and female branches of lii^ family adorned 
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throne, and eocurod the succeHsion ; hut their princely luxury and 
l^ride offended the patricians, exhausted the revenue, and insultoil the 
jnisery of the people. Anna is a faithful witness that his happiness was 
destroyed and his health broken by the cares of a public life ; the f)aticnco 
^ Constantinople was fati^j^uedby tUolengtli and severity of his reign ; and 
mfore Alexius expired, he had lost the love aiid rovorencotjf hissubjoeds. ".rho 
blergy could not forgiv(3 his application of the sacred riches to the dofouco 
pf the stato ; but they applauded his theological loarniiig, and ardent zeal 
®lrtbe orthodox faith, which ho defended witli his tongue, liis ])en, and 
his sword. Even the sincerity of bia moi*al and religious virtues was hiis- 
pectod by the persons who had passed their lives in liis confidence. Jn 
his last hours, wlioii he was proased by his wife Irene to alter llio sncccs 
eion, ho raiscrl his head, and breathotl a pious ejaciilidion on tlio vaiiiiy o'" 
the world. The indignant reply of iho Emi>rcsa maybe inscribed as an 
ej)itaph on his t<.)mb, — ^ Yo^i die, as yon have lived — a hypoj iitc.’ 

It was the wish of Trono to su]>plant the eldest of her sons in favour <'1 
her daughter, the Princess Anna, whoso })hilosophy would not have refused 
the weight of a diadem. But the ojxlor of male succession wrws usserf od by 
the friends of tlivn’r country ; the lawful heir drew the royal siguet IVoni t he 
fin gor of his inscj^i'oJo or conscious father, and the) empire ('boyod llu 
master of the palace. Anna Comnena was stimulated by ambition and 
rerengc to conspire against the life of her brother ; and when the «lesig;i 
was ))rcvcnted by the fears or scruples of her husband, she passionately r:i- 
claimetl th;it nature had inistakon the two .«excs, and had endowed Pfyojo 
nius with the soul of a woman. After the discovery of her treason, tljo life 
and fortune of Anna were justly forfeited to tlie laws. Her life w;in spared 
by the clemency of the emperor, but ho visited the ])omj» and ti-oasures of 
her pahice, and bcstowtul the rich coiiftscati«ju on Iho most deserving of 
his friends." — JlUtoru of the Decline cutd Fall of the Iloiua/i ch<a]> 

xlvKi. 

The year of Aiitia's death is nowhere recorded. She appears to ha\ o 
written the Alexin, d in a convent; and to have .spent nctirly thiidy year.' 
in this retirement, before her book w'as published. 

For accurate particulars of the public events touched on in /toheti oj 
Paris, the reader is Troforred to the above (piotod author, cUM]>ters .vl /id , 
xlix., andl. ; and to the first vtduine of MilU’ Ilistury of the Crusade-'. 

•?). (h !..j 


London, Is/ March 
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JBDEDIAH CLEISHBOTHAM, M.A. 


To ike Iming Reader wishMh health and prosperity. 

It would ill bocomo mo, wlioso name has boon spread anroad by those for- 
mer collections bearing this title of Tales of my JjaTi<lh>nV’ and who 
have, by the candid voice of a numerous crowd of readers, boon taught to 
think tiiat I. merit not the empty fame alone, but also the mfU’O substantial 
rewards, of successful pencraft — it would, 1 say, ill become mo to suflbr* 
this, my youngest literary babe, and, probably at tho samo tiino, the last 
child of mine old age, to j»aBS into tho world without some ruc1» modest 
apology for its defects as it has been my custom to put forth on pro(;(MUng 
occa>«ions of the like nature. Tho world has boon sutBciently instmeted, 
of a truth, that I am not individually tho person to whom is to be nscn]>ed 
the aoLua] inventing or designing of tho scheme upon which tlieso Tales, 
wi)ich men bavo found so pleasing, were oidginally constructed ; as also 
that neither am I the actual workman, who, furnished by a skilful archi- 
tect with an accurate plan, including elevations and dii’octious boi.h general 
and i^irtioular, has from thence toiled to bring forth and complete tho 
intended shape and proportion of each division of the edifice. Neverthe- 
less, I have boon indisputably the man, who, in placing my namo at tho 
head of tllb undertaking, have rendered myself mainlv and prinoii>ally re- 
sponsible for its general success. When a ship of war^oth forth to battle 
with her crew, consisting of sundry foremriut-men and various officers, 
such subordinate persons not said to gain or lose tho vessel which they 
luivo manned or attacked (^though each was natheloss sufficiently active 
in his own depaHinent) ; but it is forthwith bruited and noised abroad, 
without furtbfr phrase, that Ca](ltain Jedediah Cloishbotham hath lost 
such a ^oventy-fuur, or won that which, by tho united oxortioiis of all 
thereto pertaining, is taken Jhom tho enemy. In the samo manner, shame 
and sonv)W it were, if J, the voluntary captain and founder of those adven- 
tures, after having upon three divers occasions assumed to m3W0lf tho 
emoluments and reputation thereof, should now withdraw mvself from tho 
risks of fMlure proper to this fourth and last outgoing. No f I will rather 
address my associates in this bottom with tho constant spirit of Matthew 
Prior’s horoinp ; — 

** Did I but purpose to embark with thee 
On the smooth surfaoe of some summer sea, 

But would forsake the waves, and make tho shore, 

When tho winds whistle, and the billows roar ? " 
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trill 

iU little, nevertheless, would it bocomo my years and siixlion not to admit 
without cavil certain errors which may justly be pointed out in these con- 
Ciluding ** Tales of My landlord,” — the last, and, it is manifest, never 
cairefuily revised or corrected handiworTc, of Mr Peter Patti son, now no 
Gf^ore ; tho same worthy young man now so repeatedly mentioned in those 
Ju'fafoductory Essays, and never without that tribute to his good sense and 
talents, nay, even genius, which his contributions to this my undertaking 
fairly entitled him to claim at the hands of his surviving Irioiid mid patron. 
rii|;).eso pages, I have said, were tho ultimns labor of mine ingenious assist- 
ant ; but" I say not, as tho great Dr Pitcairn of his hsivo—nltimns aUjve 

r 'wjtif. Alas ! even the gi<ldiness attendant on a joui-noy on this i\Inn- 
ster railroad is not so perilous to tho nerves, as that loo frcfjucnt exei-- 
ci.se in tho morry-go-round of the ideal world, whereof the tendom’y to 
render the fancy confused, and the judgment inert, hatli in all ages b( on 
noted, nfit only by tlio erudite of the cai'th,bub oven by many of the Ihiok- 
witted Olelli themselves ; whether tho rapid pace at wliich the lancy 
moveth in such exorcitations, whore the wish of tho penman is to him like 
Prince IToussain’a tapestry, in tho Eastern fable, be the chief source of 
peril— -nr whether, without roferonco to this wearing speed of movcinenl, 
tho dwelling habitiially in those realms of imagination, be as little suibal 
for a man’s intellect, as to breathe for any considerable siiaco ^Hhc difll- 
cuil ah' of tho mountain-top” is to tho physical stmeturo of Ids outward 
frame — this question belongeth not to mo :*but certain it is, that we often 
discover in tho works of tho foremost of tin's order of men, m.'irks of b('- 
wildorinent and confusion, such as do not so frequently occur in those of 
persons to wliom nature hath conceded fancy weaker of wing, or ler.s am- 
bitious in flight. 

It is affoctiug to see the great Migvicl Cervantes himself, even like the 
sons of nuianor men. dofemUng himself against the critics of the day, w Im 
assailo^.1 him upon such little discrepancies and inaccuracies as arc apt (<> 
cloud the progress even of a mind like Ins, when the evening is closing 
around it. “ It is quite a common thing,” says Don Quixote, “for m-'n 
who have gaiucil a very great reputation by their writings before they 
were printed, qiiiio to lose it afterwards, or, at least, tlio greater [>arL” 
— Tho reason is plain,” answers tho Bachelor ('arrasco ; their faults 
are move easily discovered after tho books are printed, as being tlieii 
more read, and more narrowly examined, especially if the author has 
boon much cried up before, for then tho severity of tho scmtfny is sure 
to bo the greater. • 1’hose who have raised theniselves a name i)y their 
own ingenuity, gr^t poets |^d celebrated historians, are commonly, if 
not always, envied by a set of men who dolighWn censuring tho writings 
of others, though they could never produce aij^of their own.” — ^^That is 
no wonder,” quoth Don Quixote; “there aro many divines that would 
make but rer^f <iidl preachers, and yet gire quick enough finding faults 
and suporfluitios in other men’s sermons.” — ‘'All this is true,” says Car- 
rasco, “ and therefore I could wisli such cefcsurors would be m(fi‘o mer- 
ciful and leas scnipulous, ami not dwell ungenerously upon smqll spots 
that arg in a manner but so many atoms on the fac?o t>f the clear sun they 
murmur at. If aUquan^ d^onital let them consider how many 

nights he kept himself awake to bring bis noble works to light as little 
darkened with defects, as might be. But, indeed, it may niany tinlns 
happen, that whjii^s Qian sured for a fault, is rather an ornament, as moles 
often add to thtt^hoauty of a face. When all is said, ho that yuddiHboa a 
book runs a groat risk, since nothing can bo so unlikely as that ho should 
^nnvo corapo.scd one capable of securing the approbation (d every r<ikdcr.” 
.Sure,” sa\'s l^on Quixote, '‘that which treats of me cau have pleased 
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but few? Quite tbe contmpr,” says Carrasco; '^for as i7ifinitu$ 
nvmcrns stuKorum, so an infinite number have admired your hijJtoi*y*\ 
Only some there are who have taxed the author v/ith want of memory oy ' 
sim erifc}’, because he forgot to give an account who it was that stole 
S:uk;]io’s Dapple, for that jjarticular is not mentioned there, only we find> 
])y the story, that it was stolon ; and yet, by and by, wo find him riding 
iho same ass again, without any previous light given us into the matter. 
'J'lieii th(3y say that the author forgot to tell Iho reader what Sancho did 
v'ilh the humh-od pieces of gold he found in the portmanteau in the Sierm 
rJoroiia, for there is not a word said of them more ; and many people ha\o 
a groat mind to hnow wliat ho did with them, and how he spent them; 
wincli is one of the most material points in which tbe work is defective.” 

How amusingly Sancho is made to clear np the obscurities thus alluded 
to by the Bachelor Carrasco, no reader can have forgotten ; but there rc- 
inainod enough of similar inadvertencies, and mistakes, to exer- 

cise* the ingonuily of those Spanish critics who were loo wiso in their own 
conceit to i)rotit by tlio good-natured and modest apology of this immortal 
aui hor. 

'riioro can bo no doubt that, if Ociwantcs had deigned to use it, ho 
might have pleaded also tho apology of indilferent health, niider which ho 
certainly laboured while finishing tbo sccoml part of ‘n)on Quixote.” It 
must bo too obvious ill at tho intervals of such a malady as then affected 
Cervantes, could not bo tho most favoumble in the world for revising 
lighter compositions, an<l correcting, at least, those grosser errors and 
im])crfoc,tions wbicli encli author shouhl, if it wore but for shame’s sake, 
remove from his work, before bringing it forth into tho broad light of day, 
whore they will never fnil to be distinctly seen, nor lack ingenious per- 
ROUS, who will bo too happy in discharging the olfico of pointing them 
out. 

It is more than time to explain with what purpose wo have called thus 
fully t.o inomory tho man}'- \’cnial errors of the inimitable Cervantes, and 
thoho passMgos in which ho has rather defied his adversaries than pleaded 
bis own justification ; for 1 suppose it will be readily granted, that tho 
diiterence is too wdd© betwixt that gi^oat wit of Spain and ourselves, to 
pci-mit us to use a buckler which was rendered sufficiently formidable 
only by the strenuous hand in which it was placed. 

Tho lustory of my first publuiafions is sufficiently well known. Nor did 
1 relin(iu»h tho purpose of concluding these Tales of Afy Landlord,” 
which had been so remarkably fortunate ; but Death Jwhich steals upon 
us all with an inaudible foot, cut short tho i’lgcnious young man to w’hose 
ijionioiy I composed that mscription, and erected, at rny own charge, that 
monument which protects^Ws remain.^, by the side of tho river Gander, 
whicli ho has contributed s(Fmuch to render ir/imortel, ami in a place of 
liis own selocUoii, n<jt very distant from the school undcr^ycai'o.i In a 
w'ord, the ingenious Mr Patt^cn was removed from his place" 

Nor <f!d 1 confine my carclLo his posthumous fame alone, but carefully 
inventoried and preserved riie ofl'oets which ho left behind him, namely, 
the contcuis of his small wardrobe, and a number of printed baoks of 
sumewdiat more consequence, together wulh certain woefully bhirrea manu- 
scriY>ts, discovered in his repository. On looking these over, I found 
them to contain two Tales, called Count Robert of Paris,” and Castle 
Dangerous ; ” but wa^^ seriously disappointed to pcroqive that they wci e 
by no means •in iliat state of correctness which wqula induce an oxpci i- 

■j 

1 Sc(‘*V''olirtne v. of the New Rditioa of the Waverloy Novels, p, 22, for somotfir- 
cunishmi’cs atteuflinp iljis urccthuj. 
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eoc0<3 person -to pronounce any writing, in the tochnicjd langfuage of book- 
oraft, ‘'prepared for press.” There were not only hiatus valde (tfifendi, 
but even grievous inconsistencies, and other mistakes, which the pcnni<an’s 
leisurely revision, had ho been spared to bestow it, would doubtlc'^s liave 
<iileared away. After a considerate i^rusal, I no question flattered ni^yself 
.t^t these manuscripts, with all their faults, contained hero and there 
passages which seemed plainly to intimate that severe iridiRi)ositioii had 
oeen unable to extinguish altogether the brilliancy of that fancy which the 
^rld had boon pleased to acknowledge in the creations of Old Mortality, 
the Brido of Lammennoor, and others of these narratives. But I, never- 
theless, threw the manuscripts into my dmwer, resolving not to thijjk «d 
committing them to tho Bjdhvntynian ordeal, until I could either (»l)taiu 
the assistance of some capable person to supply deficiencies and correct 
errors, so as they might face tho public with credit, or perhaps numorcejs 
and more serious avocations might peraiit me to dedicato my own time 
and labour to that bisk. 

While I was in this uncertainty, 1 had a visit from a stranger, who was 
announce*! as a young gentleman desirous of speaking with mo on parti- 
cular business. I immediately augured tho accession of a new boarder, 
but was at once chgekod by observing that the outward mau of tho stranger 
was, iu a most remarkable degree, what mine host of tho Hir William WmI- 
lace, in his phraseology, calls seedy. His black coat had seen service ; tlio 
waistcoat of grey plaid bore yet stronger marks of having onoountt'rofl 
more than one campaign ; his third piece of dress was an absolute vetoraii 
compared to the others ; his shoos wore so loaded with mud as .sfiowod liis 
journey must have been pedestrian; and a grey maud, whicli fluttered 
arouna his wasted limbs, completed such an equipment as, since Jiu ennr.s 
days, has been tho livery of tho poor scholar. I thci'ofore concluded that 
I beheld a candidaio for tho vacant office of usher, and prepared to listen 
to his proposals with tho dignity becoming my station ; out what w»s rny 
surprise when I found I had before me, in this rusty student, no loss a 
man than Paul, tho brother of Peter Pattison, come to gather in his bro- 
ther's succession, and i»ossosso<l, it seemed, with no small idea of tho value 
of that part of it which consisted in tho productions of his pen ! 

By thora^nd study I made of him, this Paul was a sharp lad, iinhued 
with some tincture of letters, like his regretted brother, but totally desti- 
tute of those amiable qualities which had often induced me lo .say within 
myself, that Peter was, like the famous John Gay, — 

“ In man, simplicity a child.” 

Ho set little by tho legacy of ray deceased a^stanPs wnrdi obo, nor did 
tho books hold much greater value in his eyw : but ho peremptorily de- 
manded to be i^t in possession of tho ^manuscripts, odloging, with obsti- 
nacy, that no definite bargain had been completedf between nis late brother, 
and mo, and at length produced tho opinion |o that effect of a wfttor, or 
man of business,— a class of pereons with wRom I have always chosen to 
have ai^Uttlo concern as possible. 

But I had ono defence left, which came to my aid, iauquam dens ex 
mackind. This rapacious Paul Pattison could not protend to^vrust the 
disputed manuscripts out of my possession, unless upon ropaymont of a 
eoriKiderable sum o4 nionoy, which I had advanced from time to time to 
Hie docea::?ed Peter, and particularly to purchase a small annuity for hi.s 
aged mother. These advances, witli the charges of tlio funeral and otlicr 
exj^nses, umouniod to a considerable sum, which the povorty-strn#: st.u- 
dout and his acute legal adviser equally foresaw great difTnmlty in liquid- 
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atin^. Tho fcaid Mr Paul I'attiBon, therefore, listened to a sugg'estihto^ 
which I dropped as if by accident, thajb if ho thought himself capable of 
filling his bro filer’s pluoo of carrying tho work through tho press, T would' 
muko him wolconio to bod and board within my mansion while ho wasthUi^ 
ongai'cd, only requiring his occasional assistance at hearing the more ad- 
vances I Hchoiars. Tins soemod to promise a close of our dispute, alike 
satisfactory to all parties, and tho first act of Paul was to draw on mo for 
a round sum, under pretence that his wardrobe must bo wholly refitted. 
To this X mado no objection, though it certainly showed like vanity ^ 
purchase garments in the extremity of the mode, when Tiot only great 
inirt of the defunct's habiliments wore very fit for a twolvemouth's use, 
but as T myself had been, Xmt yesterday as it were, equipped in a becoming 
new stand of black clothes, Mr l^attison would have been wolcome to the 
use of su(;h of my (piondam raiment as ho thought suitable, as indeed had 
always been the ease with his deceased brother. 

The school, I must noed.^ say, came tolerably on. My youngstoi* was 
very smai't, au<l seemed to be so active in his duty of ushor, if 1 may so 
spciik, that ho even overdid his im't therein, and I began to fool my-solf a 
ci])herin my own sclatol. 

J* c-omf cried myself with the belief that the publicaliion was advancing 
as fast as I could desire. On this subject, Paul Pattisou, like ancient Pis- 
to], talked bold words at tho bridge,” ami that not only at our ho;-ise/, 
but in th<5 society of o<ir neighbours, amongst whom, instca<l of imitat- 
ing tho retired and monastic manner of his brother deceased, ho became 
a gay visit<»r, and such a reveller, that in proces.s of time ho w/j,s observed 
to vilipend tho modest fare which had at first been esteemed a banquet hv 
his hungry appetite, and thereby highly displeased my wife, who, wuth 
justice, applauds herself for tho plentiful, cleanly, and’hoaliJiy victuals, 
wherewith sJio maintains lu'r ushers and boarders. 

Upon the whole, I rather hoped than entertained a .sincere confidonco 
that all was going on well, and was in that unpleasant state of mind wliich 
precedes tho ojion X>roach between two associates who have boon long jea- 
lous of cucli -other, but arc as yet deterred by a sense of mutual iiil crest 
from coming to an open rupture. 

Tlic fir,st thing which alarmed mo vras a rumour in tho village, that Paul 
Pattisou intendod, in some little space, to undertake a voyage to tlio (\ni- 
tinont— on account of his health, as was protended, but, as the same 
report a vefre<l, inucli more with the view of gratifying the curiosity wliich 
his pcj usal of tho classics had impressed upon him, ilian for any other 
purpose. I was, 1 say, rather alarmed atWhis siisurrua, and begyu to 
reflect that the retirement <^f Mr I'attison, unless his loss could bo su jipiicd 
in good time, was like to ip a blow to tho establishment ; for, in truth,, 
this f^aul had a winning way with the boys, especiallv i^ose who wore 
gcntlo-tomi>cr*|^l ; so that I must^jonfess my doubts wliethor, in certain 
-^"cspoets^ 1 iny.solf could hav| fully supplied his place in tho school, with 
all my authority and experioiljo. My wife, jealous, as became her station, 
of i\lr I'attison’s intentions, advised mo to take tho matter up imincd.iato.ly, 
and go i.o tbo bottom at once; and, indeed, I had always fouaal that 
way answered best with my boys. 

Mrs ClcAshbotham was not lougbefbro renewing the subject; for, like 
mo*st of tbo race of Xantippo (though my holpmate-is a w-cll-spokcn w'oiinn), 
she loves to tlg'ust in her oar where slie is not able toipull it to pu]’|*(\'^e. 

You arc a sharp-witted man, Mr , Cleishbotham/' would die cb.-^Liuo, 

au<l a learned man, Mr C'ioishbotnam — and tho sclmolm aster of Gander-'' 
clouchj^Mr t.lloi.shbotham, which, is saying all in one word; but manp a 
in-oi tdrur; as groat a.s youiTclf has lost the saddle by su/i'crijig an inferior 
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,ii> get up behind him ; and though, with tho world, Mr Cleishbotham, you 
have tho name of doing everything, both in directing the pchool and in 
this new profitable book line which you have taken up, yot it begins to ho 
the nominon talk of Gandercleuch, both up the water and down the water, 
<idint the usher both writes tlio dominie's books, and teaches tho doniinio’a 
i^hooi. Ay, ay, ask maid, wife, or widow, and ^o’ll tell ye, tho least 
'gflitling among them all comes to Paul Pattison with his lesson as natur* 
ally as they como to me for their four-hours, puir things ; and never ano 
of applying to you aboot a kittle turn, or a crabbed word, or u)>out 
nny thing else, \mless it were for licet exire, or the mending of an auld pen." 

- Now, this address assailed mo on a summer evening, when J was whiling 
away my leisure hours with the end of a cutty pipe, and indulging in sucli 
bland imaginations as the Nicotitm weed is -wont to produce, more especi*. 
ally in the case of studious persons, devoted mueiit sever ior thus. I was na- 
turally loth to leave my misty sanctuary ; and endeavoured to silence the 
clamoui* of ]Mr8 Cleishbothiim’s tonguo, which has something in it pecnl- 
laiiy shrill and penetrating. ** Woman,” said I, with atone of domcHtic 
authority befitting tho occasion, 'Sv/f tuas agm ; — mind yonr washings and 
your wringings, your stuffings and your physicking, or whatever concenis 
the outward person of tho pupils, and loave tho progress of their education 
to my usher, J'aul'‘Vattison, and mysolf.” 

I am glad to see,” <added the accursed woman (that T should say so !), 

that ye have tho graco to namo him foremost, for there is little doubt, 
that ho ranks first of the troop, if yo wad but hear what tho noighhoiirs 
speak - or whisper.” 

** What do they whisper, thou sworn sister of tho Eumcnidcs ?” cried I, 
^tho irritating of tho woman’s objurgation totally counterbalanc- 

ing tho sedative efiocts both of pipe and pot. 

** Whisper?” resumed .^bo iu her shnllost note - why, they whisper 
loud enough for mo at least to hear them, that tho schoolmaster of Gander- 
oleuch turned a doited auld woman, and spends all hk time in tippling 
strong drink with the keeper of the public-house, and leaves school and 
bootmaking, and a’ the rest o’t, to tho care of his usher ; and, also, tho 
wives in Gandcrolcuch say, that you have engaged Paul Pattison to write 
a new book, which is to heat a’ the lavo that gaed aforo it ; and to show 
what a sail' liffc you have o’ the job, you rlidna sao mucklo as ken tho name 
o't — no, nor whctlicr it was to bo .about some Heathen Greek, or tlio Black 
Dougla.s.” t 

This was said wijih sucli bitterness that it pouetrated to tho very cpiick, 
and 1 hurled tho poor old pilfo, like ono of Homer’s spears, not in tho face 
of my provoking hclpinnto, though tho temptaHon was strong, but into Iho 
river Gan<lor, which, a.s is now well known t<^ounsts from tho uttermost 
parts of the earth, pui'suos its quiet meandow beneath the bank f)n which 
thosehoollious^is pleasantly situated j c^nd, starting up, fi^d on my hc.ad 
tho cocked hat (the pride of Messrs Onev&and Scott’s repository), ami 
plunging into tho valley of tho br(^k, pursued my way upward.^, ftic voice 
of Mrs (.'loishbotham aocompanjiplg mo in my rrtreat’with sonK'tlii?^"'- lii e 
the angry Bcroam of triumph wfui which tho l»roo«]-.rr(5(MO]Mu--uc'. liio :'i' -lit 
nnmannorly cur ^Ktlo boy who luis intinidcd upon her premise.., 
iP'cl flod before licr. so great was the influence of this iflamoui- wf 

RKpm and 'Wralh whiff^S^g upon my roar, that while it rung in my oilrig 
Twas so movod tj^at t Ui.slinctivcly iiickod tho skirls of my bhu-k coat 
under iny arm, as if I had been in actual danger of being seJtzod on by tlio 
gi*asp of tho pursuing enemy. Nor was it till I had almo.st reached tho 
'wcll-knov/n burial-place, in whicli it was Peter Pattison’s Imp 4.0 nttet tlio 
faA'fanjod personage called Old Moitalitv, that I made a ludtfur the ]Mir- 
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pose of conijjosing my pertiubofl spirits, and considering what was to 
done ; for ju? yot ’my mind was ngitated by a chaos of passions, of which 
anger was 2 irotJominant ; and for wha*t reason, or against whom, I entoir-*^ 
tained such tumultuous disploa.sm'e, it was not easy for me to determine.’' 

Novortheloss, having settled my cocked hat with becoming accuracy on 
my well-powdered wig, and suffered it to remain uplifted for a moment to 
cool ray flushed brow — having, nioroover, re-adjusted and shaken to rights 
the skirts of my black coat, 1 came into case to answer to my own questions, 
which, till these manoeuvres had been sedately accorapliabod, f might ha’^ 
asked myself in vain. 

Ju the first place, therefore, to use the phraso of Mr Docket, the writer 
(that is, the attorney) of our village of Gandorcleuch, T bocamo satisfied that 
my anger was directed against all and sundry, or, in law Latin, conlrc omnes 
mortales, and more particularly against the neighbour]! ood of Gandercleuch, 
for circulating reports to the prejudice of my literary talents, as well as my 
accomplishments as a pedagogue, and transferring the fame thereof to mine 
own usher. Secondly, against my spouse, Dorothea Olcishbotham, for 
transferring the said calumnious reports to my cars in a prerupt and un- 
Roemly manner, and without due respect either to tlio language which she 
mado use of, or the person to whom she spoke,— troaiing affairs in which I 
was so intimately conceited as if they wore proper suhjBcts fur jest among 
gossips at a christening, whero the womankind claim tlie privilege of wor- 
shii)})ing tho Bm(i Dca according to their secret female rites, 'rhirdly, I 
bocamo clear that I was entitled to respond to any wiiom it concernod to 
inquire, that mv wrath was kindled a^inst I'aurPattison, my uslior, for 
giving occasion both for the neighbours of Gandercleuch entertaining such , 
oinnions, and for Mrs Cloishbotham disraspoctfully urging tliom to my face, 
sinco neither circumstance could have existed, without ho had put forth 
sinful inisropresontatious of transactions, jjrivate and confidential, and of 
which 1 had myself entirely refrained from dropping any the least liiiit to 
any third jicrson. 

This lUTangoment of my ideas having contributed to soothe tho stormy 
atmosphere <if which they had been thobfispring, ga ve reason a time to pro- . 
dominate, and to ask me, with her calm but clear voice, whether, under all 
tho circumstances, I did well to nourish so indiscriminate an indignation? 
In fine, on closer examination, the various splenotic thoughts 1 had been in- 
dulging against other i)arties, began to bo merged in that re.sentmeut 
against n^y perfidious usher, which, like tho serpent of IMoses, swallowed 
iq! all subordinate objects of disploasiiro. To put mysrif at open feud with 
the whole of my neighbours, unless 1 had been certain of some ofiectual 
niodo of avenging myself upon them, would navo boon an undertaking too 
weighty for my means, anu not unlikely, if rashly grapjAed withal, to end 
in my iniiu. To make a puj|lic quarrel with my wife, on such an account 
as her oinnion of my literary accomjplishments, would sound^idiculous ; and, 
besides, Mrs G? was sure to have ail the women on her side, who would ro- 
^)resent#hor as a wifo perse|mted by her husband for offering him good 
advice, and urging it upon him with only too enthusiastic sincerity. 

Tliero remained Paul Pattison, undoubtedly, tho most natural and proper 
object of my indignation, since I might be said to have him in Ay ’own 
])owcr, and might iJimish him by dismissal, at ray pleasure. Yet even vin- 
di^ivo 2 >i*oceodinps against tlic said Paul, however easy to bo enforced, 
might be productive of serious consequences to iny own purse ; and I began 
to iV‘flect, with anxiety, that in this world it is not ofteft that tho gratifica- 
tion of our angry passions lies in the same road with the advancement of 
our int^rcs^ and that tho wise man, the vei'Q saj^iens, seldom hesitates which^ 
of the^ two he ought to prefer. 
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I recollected nleo that I was quit© uncertain how far the present nsh'-v 
iiad really boon guilty of the foul acts of assumption charg-nd agairist him. 

In St word, I began to perceive that it wouhl be no light matcer, nt once, 
and wtibont maturer perpending of sundry collateral pimdiimcvla, t<» brcalc 
up a joint-tstook adventure, or society, as civilians term it, which, if prolit- 
to hijqj, had at least promised to be no loss so to me, ost:xblishc<l in 
and learning and reputation so much his suporior. Moved by which, 
and other tho like oonsidorations, I resolved to proceed with becoming ean- 
Mon on the occasion, and not, by stating my catiscsof complaint too iiastily 
m tho out sot, exasperate into a positive broach what might only prove some 
small misunderstanding, easily explained or apologised for, and which, like 
Aleak in a new vessel, being once discovered and carefully stopped, renders 
the vessel but more sea-worthy than it was before. 

About the time that I had adopted tliis healing resolution, I reached tho 
spot where the almost perpendicular face of a steep hill seems to terminato 
too valley, or at least divides it into two dells, eacn serving as a cradle to 
its own mountain-stream, the Oruff-quack, namely, and tho shallower, but 
more noisy, (l-usedub, on the left h^d^ which, at their union, form tlie 
Gander, properly so called. Each of these little valleys has a walk winding 
tq) to its recesses, rendered more easy by the labours of the poor during tlio 
late hard season, &ad one of which beais tho name of Pattison*s patli, while 
the other had been kindly consecrated to my own memory, by the title of 
the Dominie’s Daidling-bit. Hero T made certain to meet my associai c, 
Paul Pattison, for by one or other of these roads ho was wont to return to 
, my house of an evening, after his lengthened rambles. 

‘ Nor was it long before I espied him descending tho Gnsodubby thal tor- 
tuous path, marking so strongly tho obaraotorof a Hcottish glon. Ho Wiis 
easily distinguished, indeed, at some distance, by his jaunty swagger, in 
which he prosontod to you the flat of his leg, like tho manly knave of clnhs, 
apparently witli tho most perfect contentment, not only with his leg and 
boot, bub with ovory part of his outward man, and tho whole m.shion of his 
garments, and, one would almost have thought, the oonteuta of his pockots. 

In this, his wonted giaiso, he approachori me, where f was seated iiour 
tho meeting of the waters, and I could not but discern, that Ids hrst impiih o 
was to pass me without any prolonged or foimal greeting. .But as Hint 
would not have been decent, considering tho terms on which we stood, ho 
aoomod to adopt, on reflection, a course directly opposite; bustled up to 
nio with an air of alacrity, and, I may add, iinpudonco ; and Jnst.onod at 
once into the midtllo of the important affairs which it had been my purjiosc 
to bring under diltaission ima manner more becoming their gravity. 1 
am glad to SCO you, Mr Cloisnbotham,” said ho, with an iuiraitiiblc miAtuio 
of confusion and effrontery ; ** the most wonderful news which Jias been 
Heard in the literary world in my time — all l^andercleuch rings wdth it — 
they positively^poak of nothing else, :^m Miss Buskbodris youngest ap- 
prentice to the minister himself, and ask oacY other in amalbmont, whethen* 
the tidings are true or false—- to be sure thejfvro of an astounding torn plox - 
ion, especially to you and me.” 

“ Mr l^attison,” said I, ** I am quite at a loss to guess at your moaning. 

non C^di/ws — I am Jedediah Cleishhotham, Schoolniastor of 
the parish of Gandercleuch ; no conjuror, and neither reader of riddles, nor 
fcf^tpounder of onigimta.” 

^ ** WolL” replied. Paul Pattison, ** Mr Jedediah Cleishhotham, School- 
jjjnaster of the pari^ of Gandercleuch, and so fort-h, all 1 hav8 to inform you 
w, that our hop#il scheme is entirely blown up. Tho talcs, on publish- 
ing which lyo rookonod with so much confidence, have already litjoii pr-inf od ; 
llrhy are nbrtJf'd, over all America, and the British papers are elamoious.” 
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I roceivod iluf< nows with tho samo oquammity with which I should 
accepted a blow addressed to my stomach by a modern gladiator, with th 
fnl! energy of his fist. Tf this bo correct information, Mr Pattiaon,*' sai» 
1, I mnst of necossity suspect yon to bo the person who have supplioi 
tlie foreign press with the copy which the printers have thus made an im 
Hcrujmlotis use of, without respect to tho rights of tho iindoniablo proprio 
tors of tho manuscripts ; and I request to know whether tliis Amorioai 
jModuction embraces the alterations which you as well as I judged neces- 
sniy, before the work could bo fitted to moot tho public eye?” To tl>% 
my gontlomau saw it necessary to make a direct answer, for my maimer 
was improssivo, and my tone decisivo. His native audacity onaldod him, 
however, to keep his ground, and he answered with firmness: — 

“ Mr Cleishboiham, in the first place, these manuscripts, over which you 
claim a very doubtful right, were never given to any ono by me, and must 
have been sent to America either by yourself, or by some one of the vari- 
ous gentlemen to whom, I am well aware, you have afforded opportunities 
of j^orusing my brother’s MS. remains.'’ 

Mr Pattison,” I replied, ''1 beg to remind jmu that it never could be 
my intention, jeither by my own hands, or through thoso of another, to re- 
niit theso manuscripts to the press, until, by the alterations wliich T raedi- 
i.ated, and which you yourself engaged to mak«,, t-hoy Wbre rendered fit for 
public perusal.” 

Mr Pattison answered me with much heat : — Sir, I would have you to 
know, that if I accepted your paltry offer, it was with less regard’ to its 
;imo\mt, than to the honour ancl literary fame of my late brother. I fore- 
saw that if I declined it, you would not hesitate to throw the task into iu- 
capablo hands, or, perhaps, have taken it upon yourself, tho m»)st unfit of 
all men t(j tamper with tho worlts of departed genius, and that, God ^villing, 

I wns determined to prevent — but tho justice of Heaven has taken tho 
matter into its own hands. Peter Pattison's last labours shall now go 
<lo\vn to posiority unscathed by tho scalping-knife of alteration, in the hands 
of a false frioud — shame on the tliought that tho unnatural weapon could 
ever be wielded by the hand of a brother ! ” 

I heard this speech not without a species of vertigo or dizziness in my 
head, which 'would probably have struck me lifeless at Ins feet, bad not a 
thoiight like that of tho old baUafl — 

** Earl Percy sees iny fill,” 

< ;all<ji<l to my recollection, that I should only afford an Additional triumph 
b,y giving way to my feelings in the presenco’of Mr Paul Pattison, who, X 
could HOC doubt, must be more or loss directly at the bottom of tho Trans- 
atlaidic publication, and had, in one way or another found his own inte- 
rest in that nefarious transawion. 

'1\> got quit*f liis odious presence X bid him an uncoremouious good- 
■niglifc, it^d marched down th'| glon with the air not of one who has parted 
with a friend, but who rather has shaken off an intrusive companion. On 
tho rurnl 1 {wondered tho whole matter over with an anxiety which iMd not 
in tho smallest dogreo tend to relieve mo. Had I felt adequate to the* ex- 
ertion, I might, of course, have supplanted this spurious edition (of which 
thoj^iterar^ gazettes are already doling out copious specimens) by introduc- 
ing ihto a copy, to bo instantly published at Edinburgh, adequate corroc- 
tio)i lof tho vadouH iriconsi.stencios and imperfections \^ich have already 
been alhule<l to. t reniombor tho easy victory of the real second part of 
Hk .'>c J’aloa of my fiaiKllonl ” over the performance sent forth by an inter- 
lo])or undor'tho same title ; and why sUetilj^jlgt^^iggilpne Iriiurpli do 
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rej>eated ttow ? There would, in short, ltive\beeii o, -pride of ialeijl in ihi.s 
mi^ner avenging iwysolf, which would haVq boon justifiable in the case 
of an injured man';., but the state of my health has for some time boon such 
asio render ati;^' attempt of this uaturo in every way impiaideut. 

i-J^Indor such cpicaTmstanceH, the last Ilcmahis ,Vjf Peter Pattison must 
ev(^i be Fu:c6pto%' as they were loft in hia desk-;'^an4 L humbly retire in the 
hope that, flu’ch»as they are, they may receive tho indulgence of tho.se who 
havo ever !)oeii but too merciful to the productions of his pen, and iu all 
iSfespeetfa to the courteous reader’s obliged servant, 

J. C. 


CiAKnEiieu:rni, loth Oct. 1831. 
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CIIAPTEll 1. 

Lcoiltiilii. Thakpower that kindly spreads 

The oloudfl, a of impending showers, 

To warn tho wandering linnet to the shade, 

Bolield without concern expiring Greece, 

And not one prodigj^ foretold our fate. 

Bimitrim. A thousand horrid prodigies forptold it : 

A feeble government, eluded laws, 

A factious pojnilace, luxurious nobles, 

And all the maladies of sinking states. 

When public villany, too strong for justice, 

Sliows Ilia bold front, tho havbhiger of ruin, 

Can brave Leontiua call for uiiy wonders, 

AV'‘liich cheats interpret, and which fools regard ? 

ireuc, Ad /. 

The close observers of vcg'etable nature Iiave remarked tliat 
when ii new graft is taken from an aged tree, it possesses indeed 
ill exterior form the appearance of a youthful shoot, but has in fact 
attained to the same state of ipaturity, or even decay, wliich has 
been reached by the parent stem. Hence, it is said, arises the 
general decline and death that about the same season is often oh- 
sei ved to spread itself through individual trees of lome narticular 
species, all of which, deriving their vittil 'powers from the parent 
tstock, are tlierefore incapable of protracting their existence longer 
than it does. 

In tlie same manner eflbrtlliavt been made by the nflghty of the 
e^i^th to transiflaiifc larg« efties, states, and comraunitiCH, by one 
great an^f sudden exertion, Expecting to secure to the new capital 
the wealth, the dij^nity, tlio magnificent decorations, and unlimited 
extent of the ancient city, which they desire to renovate; whi]% at 
the same time, they hope to begin a new succession of ages from the 
date of the hew' structure, to last, they imagine, as long, and with as 
niiicliffame as its predecessor, which the founder hopes his new 
inetrcRiolis mawrejwace in all its youthful glories. Xiit nature lias 
her laws, wliicli seem to apply to the social as well as the vegetable 
.^ystem. #It appears to be a general rule that what is to last long 
should be slowly matured and gradually improved, while every sud^ 

* Ik 
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clen effort, however gigantic, to hring^ about the speedy execution of" 
a plan csdculated to endure for ages, M doomed to exhibit syniptoins 
pf premature decay from its very commeneeniei\t. Thus, in a beauti- 
ful Orieutal tale, a dorvisc explains to the Sultan bow he liad reared 
the magnihceiit trees iinioiig which they walked, by nursing their 
shoots from the seed ; and the prince’s pride is damped wlien he re- 
flects that those plantations, .so simply raised, were giitliering new 
^ vigour from each returning sun, while his own exhausted cedars, 
winch had been transplanted by one violent effort, were drooping 
their majestic heads in the Valley of Orez.^ 

It has been allowed, 1 believe, by all men of taste, many of whom 
have been late visitants of Constantinople, that if it were possible to 
survey the whole globe with a view to fixing a seat of universal 
empire, all who are capable of making such a choice would give 
their preference to the city of Constantine, as including the great 
recommendations of beauty, wealth, security, and eminence. Yet 
witli all these advantages of situation and climate, and with all the 
architectural splendour of its churches -and halls, its quarries of 
marble, and its treasure-houses of gold, the imperial founder must 
himself have learned that although he could employ all tliese rich 
materials in obedience to his own wish, it was the mind of man 
itself, thoKse intellectual faculties refined by the ancients to tluj 
highest degree, which had produced the specimens of talent at which 
men paused and wondered, whether as subjects of art or of moral 
labour. The imvver of the Emperor might indeed strip (dher cilics 
of their statues and their shrines, in order to decorate that whicli Ijo 
had fixed upon as his new capital; but the men w^ho had performed 
great* actions, and those, almost equally esteemed, by whom such 
deeds were celebrated, in poetry, m painting*, and in music, bad 
ceased to exist. The nation, though still the most civilised in tlie 
world, had passed beyond that period of society when the desire of 
fair tame is of itself the sole or chief motive for the labour of the 
historian or the poet, the painter or the statuary. The slavisJi and 
despotic constitution introduced into the empire had long since en- 
tirely destroyed tliat public spirit wliich animated the fr(‘e history of 
Itonle, leaving' nothing but feeble recollections, wliich produced' no 
emulation. 

To speak as of an animated substance, if Conslautine could have** 
regenerated his new metropolis by tnjeisfusing into it the vital mid 
vivitying pAnciples of old Home, "f4haf brilliant spark no longer re- 
mained for Constantinople to borrow, f}r for liomo to lend. 

Ill one moat important circurastanw, the state of tbe^capitai of 
Constantine had been totally changed, and unspeakably to its ad- 
var^iage. The world was now Christian, and, with the Pagan code, 
had got rid of its I^ad of disgraceful superstition. Nor is there 
the least doubt that the better faith produced its natifral ai^l de- 
sirable fruits in society, in gradually ameliorating the hearts and 
taming tli^ ^asjsions of the people. But while many^of tlie converts 
were turning meekly towards their new creed, some, in the arro- 
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giUlce of tlieir liiidersiaiidiijg’, were limiting: the Scriptures by their 
own devices, and others failed not to irinke reli^fious character or 
s])iritiiai rank the means of rising* to temporal p()wer. Thus it 
liappt'iied at this critical period that the effects of this great change 
in the religion of the country, although producing an immediate 
Inii vest, as well as sowing much good seed which was to grow here* 
ai’ier, did not, in tlie fourth century, llouHsh so as shed at once that 
predominating influence which its principles might have taught men 
to expect, 

I'lven the borrowed splendour, in which Constantino decked Ids 
city, bore in it sometliing which seemed to mark premature decay. 
The imperial founder, in seizing ii)>ou the ancient statues, pictures, 
obelislvS, and works of art, acknowledged his own incapacity to sup- 
ply their jilace with the productions of later genius ; and when the 
worlvl, nml particularly Rome, was ]>lundered to adorn Conatantin- 
oj>ie, tlie Km])eror, imdm* whom the work w'as carried on, might bo 
comjnircd to a prodigal youth, who strips au aged parent of her 
youtliful ornaments, in order to decorate a flaunting' jutramour, on 
Avhosc brow all must consider them as misplaced. 

Constantinople, therefore, when in 324 it first arose in imperial 
mnjesty out of the humble Byzautiiim, showed, even in its birth, and 
amid its adventitious splendour, as we have already said, sH>nio iuti- 
niations of that speedy decay to which the whole civilised world, 
thou limited within the Roman cinjure, was internally and imper- 
ceptibly tending. Nor was it many ages ere these prognostications 
of declension were fully verified. 

In the year 1080, Alexius Comnenus^ ascended the throne of the 
i^iinpire : that is, ho was declared sovereign of Constantinople, its 
precincts and dependencicH ; nor, if lie was disposed to lead a life of 
redaxation, would the savage incursions of the Scythians or the 
IJungarians frequently diwSturb the imperial slumbers, if limited to, 
his own capital. It may be supposed tlmt this safety did not extend 
much fartlier ; for it is said that the Empress I’ulchcria had built a 
churcli to yie Virgin Mary as remote as possible from the gate of 
the city, to save Her devotions from the risk of b<iin^ interrupted 
by. the hostile yell of the barbarians, aiqj the roiS’inug Emperor 
had constructed a palace near the same spot, atul for the same 
reason. 

Alexius Comnenus was i Athe condition of a monarch wlio rather 
dm'ivcs consequence from t^ wAlth and importance of liis prede- 
"'#sA)rs,^nd the great exteiji of their original dominions, than from 
what remnants c»f fortune hud descended to the present generation, 
'idiis I'hnperor, except nominally, no more ruled over his diamora- 
bored provinces than a half-dead liorse can exercise power over ^osB' 
limbs on ^hich the hooded crow and the vulture Juive already begun 
to 8«iitle and select their prey. 

In/different parts of Iiis territory different eneipies arose, who 
W'aged auccesfful or dubious war against the Emperoi* } and, of the 


^ Kecj Gibbon, chap, xlviii., for tho origin and oarJy liistory of the house of hie 
Comneiii.^^ 
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nunieroits nations with whom ho wan in hu^iilHics, whether 

the Franks from the wc.'^jfc, tiio Turks navancin^’ from the cast, the 
Oumans and Scythians pouring- their barharons unmbers find un- 
ceasing storm of arrows from tiie north, ^ and the Saracens, or the 
tribes Into which they were divided, pressing from the south, there 
was not one for wdioia the Grecian empire did not spread a tempt- 
ing repast. Each of these various enemies had their own particular 
habits of war, and a way of maiifjcuvring- in battle peculiar to them- 
selves. But the Eoman, as the luifortuiiate subject of the Greek 
empire was still called, was by far the weakest, the most jgnonint, 
and most timid, who could be dragged into the field ; and the En]j)eror 
was Iiappy in liis own good-luck, when he found it possible to con- 
duct a. defensive war on a counterbalancing principle, making use 
of the 8cylliian to repel the Turk, or of both these savage people to 
drive back the fiery-footed Frank, whom Peter the Hermit had, in 
the time of Alexius, w-aked to double fury by the powerful influence 
of the crusades. 

If, therefore. Alexius Comiicnus was, during liis anxious seat' 
upon the throne of the East, reduced to use a base and truckling 
course of policy— if he was sometimes reluctant to fight when ho 
had a conscious doubt of the valour of his troops— if lie commonly 
employed cunning and dissimulation instead of wisdom, and perfidy 
instead of courage— his expedients were the disgrace of tlic age 
rather .than his own. 

Again, the Emperor Alexius may be blamed for affecting a degree 
of state which was closely allied to imbecility. lie was proud of as- 
suming in Jiis own person, and of bestowing upon others, the pain'ted 
show of various orders of nobility, even now, wlien the rank within 
the prince’s gift was become an additional reason for the free bar- 
barian despising the imperial noble. That the Greek court was 
eiiciimbeved with nnmeaniiig ceremonies, in order t6 make amends 
for tlic w'ant of that venei'ation which ought to have been called 
fortli by real worth, and the presence of actual power, was not the 
particular fault of that prince, hut belonged to the system of the 
government of^Ooiistantihoplc for agc.s. Indeed, in it^i trumpery 
etiquette, whiclri>rovided rufes for the most trivial points of a man’s 
behaviour during the day, the Greek empire resembled no existing 
power in its minute follies except that of Pekin; both, doubtlesK, 
being influenced by the same vain wislr^to add seriousness and an 
appearance oV importance to objeefe whfih, from their triviul nature, 
could admit no such distinction. 

Yet thus far we must justify Alexius, that, humldc as ^Tre^llic 
expedients he had recourse to, they were more useful to his eui])iro 
thai* dhc measures of a more proud and high-spirited prince might 
have proved in the 'same circumstances. lie was no champion to 
break a lance against the breastplate of his Frankisli rivablhc faipous 
Bohemond of Antioch,^ but there Avere many occasions on whiWi he 
hazarded his life freely ; and, so fiir as vve can sec fii-om a nunnto 
perusal of his achievements, the Eniperor of Greece was never so 
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flan onerous "under shield as when any foeman desired io stop him 
while retreating’ from a conflict in wliicli he had been worsted. 

But, besides that he did not hesitate, according to the custom of 
the time, at least occasionally, to commit his person to the perils of 
close combat, Alexins also possessed snch knowledge of a ^cnerara 
profession as is required in our modern days. He knew how to oc- 
cupy military positions to the best advantag’C, and often covered 
defeats, or improved dubious conflicts, in a manner highly to the 
disappointment of those who deemed that the work of war was done 
only on llie fleld of battle. 

]f Alexius Comnonus thus understood the evolutions of war, Ije 
was still better skilled in those of politics, where, soaring far above 
the express purpose of his immediate negotiation, the Emperor was 
sure to gain some important and permanent advantage ; though 
very often he was ultimately defeated by the unbliisliing fickleness 
or avowed treachery of the barbaViana, as tlie Greeks generally 
termed all other nations, and particularly those tribes (they cau 
hardly be termed states) by which their own empire ;jras surrounded. 

^Ve may conclude f)ur brief character of Comnenus by saying, 
that, had he not becji called on ^ fill the station of a monarch who 
was under the necessity of making himself dreaded, as one who was 
exposed to all manner of consynracies, both in and out of his own 
family, ho might, in all probability, have been regarded as an honest 
and liumano prince. Certainly bo showed himself a good-pitured 
man, and dealt less in cutting off heads and extinguishing eyes than 
had been the practice of his predecessors, who generally took* tins 
method of shortening the ambitious views of competitors. 

Tt I’omains to be mentioned that Alexius bad Ins fiill share of the 
suporslilion of the a^e, whicli he covered with a species of liypocrisy. 

It is even said that liis wife Irene, who of course was best acciuaiuted 
with the real character of the Emperor, taxed her dying husband with 
practising, in bis last moments, the dissimulation which had been his 
companion during life,^ He took also a ifcep interest in all matters 
respecting* the Church, where heresy, which the Emperor held, or 
afleeted to hold, in groat horror, appeared to him to lurk. Nor dO' 
we discover in his treatment of the ManieJ^fcana, or*PaidiciaTis, that 

{ )ity for their speculative errors which modern times might think 
lad been well purchased by the extent of the temporal services of 
tboae unfortunate sectaries Alexius knew no indulgqjicc for those 
who misinterpreted the myleries of the Church, or of its doctrines; 
c?ff«Kt]ia*duly of defending ^religion against schismatics was, in his 
opinion, as peremptorily demanaed from him as that of protecting 
the emjiire against the numberless tribes of barbarians who were 
encroacliing' on its boundaries on every side. 

Such a mixture of sense and weakness, of meanness and dignity, 
of pi^udcnt discretion and poverty of spirit, which last, in the Euro- 
neaif mode of^ viewing things, approached to- cowardice, formed the 
loading traits of the character of Alexius Comnenus, at a period 
when the fate of Greece, and all that was left in that country of art 
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and civilisation, was trcmWini^ in the balance, and likely to be saved 
or lost accordin^f to the abilities of the Empcnn’for playin^* the very 
difficult g*ame which was put into Jiis hands. 

These few leading' circumstances will r(‘call, to any one who is 
tolerably well read in liij»tory, the peculiarities of tlie jicriod at which 
we have found a rcsting^-place for the foundation of our story. 


CHAPTER II. 

Ofltus. This superb successor 

Of the earth’s mistress, as then vainly st>eake3t, 

Stands midst these ages as, on the wide oceim, 

The last spared fragment of a spacious land, 

That in some grand and awful ministration 
f)f mighty nature has engulfed been, 

Doth lift aloft its dark ami rocky cliffs 
f'’er the wild waste around, and sadly frowns 
In lonely majesty, 

Comt amine Pakologun, Scene I. 

Our scene in the capital of the Eastern Empire opens at wliat is 
termed the Golden Gate of Constantinople; and it may bo said, in 
passing, tliat this splendid epithet i.s not so lightly bestowed as may 
be expected from the inflated language of the Greeks, which throws 
such an appearance of exaggeration about them, their buildings, and 
monmncnls. 

The massive and seemingly imi)regnab)o walls with which Ooii- 
Btantine surrounded the city were greatly improved and added to by 
Theodosius, called tlie Great. A triumphal arch, decorated with the 
architecture of a better, though already a degenerate age, and serv- 
ing, at Die sable time, as a useful entrance, introduced the strangf'r 
into the? city. On the top, a statue of bronze represented Victory, 
the goddess wlio Jiad inclined the scales of battle in favoijr of 'I’hoo- 
dosius; and, as ^lie artist determined to be wealthy if lie could not 
be tasteful, the •'gilded o)jfianients with which the inscriptions wen’ 
Set oif readily led to Die popular name of the gutv). 3^'igures cavvc’d 
in a. distant mid liappier period of the art glanced from Die walls, 
without assorting happily with the taat#in which these W(ire built. 
The more incmeni ornaments of Ibc^Golfen Gat(^ bor«, at Die jiciiod 
of our story, an aspect very diflrerent froifi those indicating the . 
guest brought back to tiic city,” and the “ eternal peace” wdiich Die 
nattering in.scripDons recorded as liaving been extorted by Die sword 
of Theodosius. Four or five military engines for tbrowing darts of 
the largest sixo were placed upon the summit of tlie arch*,, and wliat 
had been originally designed as a specimen of architectural embel- 
liahment was now appli('d to the ])urposes of defence. 

It was the hour of evening, and the cool and refil’shing breeze 
Ipom the sea inclined eacli pas.senger whose business was not of a 
urgent description, to loiter on bisway, and castagBaice at 
the romantic gateway, and the various intere.sting objects oli nature 
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and art which the city of Constantinople presented, as well to the 
inhabitants as to stranjifers/ 

One individual, how'ever, seemed* to indnl^^e more wonder and 
curiosity tlian could haves been expected from a native of (he cit}^ 
and loolced upon tlie rarities around with a (juick and startled eye, 
tliat umrketl an irnag-inatioii awakened by sights that were new and 
stninge. The appearance of this person bespoke a foreigner of 
niilitiiry habits, who seemed, from his complexion, to have his birth- 
place far from the Grecian metropolis, whatever chance had at pro- ' 
sent brong-ht him to the Golden Gate, or whatever place he filled in 
the Em])eror’s service. 

I’liis young* man was about two-and-twenty years old, remarkably 
finely formed and atbletic—qiialitics well understood by the citizens 
of Oonstanlinojdo, whose habits of frequenting' the public g*ames 
hsul taught them at least an acquaintance with the hiimau person, 
and where, in the select of their own countrymen, they saw the 
handsomest specimens of the human race. 

I'hcse wen‘, however, not g'enerally so tall as the stranger at t!lo 
Golden Gate, while his piercing* blue, eyes, and tht fair hair wliioh 
desetmded from under a lig'ht helmet gaily ornamented with silver, 
bearing on its summit a crest re.sombliug* a dragon in the act of ex- 
panding its terrible jaws, intimated a nortliern descent, to which tlie 
extreme purity of his complexion also bore witness, ilis beauty, 
Jutwover, thongli he was emiueiitly distinguislied both in fiaiturcs 
and in ])erson, was not liable to the charge of effeminacy. From 
this it \va.s rescued both by Ins strength and by the air of confidence 
and self-possession w'itli which the youth seemed to regard the won- 
ders around him, not indicating the stupid and helpless guze of a 
mind equally inexpericjiced and incapable of receiving instruction, 
but expressing the bold intellect which at once understands the 
grealev l)art of the information which it receives, and commauda 
the sjdrit to toil in search of the meaning of that which it has not 
conqu'eliended, or may fodf" i'c has misinterpreted. This look of 
awakmied attenlbnj and intelligence gave interest to the young bar- 
l)aruui ; afld while tlie bystaiulers were amazed that a savage from 
some unknown or remote coriicr of the universe should possess a 
noble coniitcuanco besj>eaking a mind Sv.f elevated, they respeefed 
him for Die compo.sure with which he witnessed so many tilings, the 
fashion, t lie splendour, the very use of whicli, must have been 
re(!miily new to Iiiin, 

J[lie Voiiiig hian’s pcrso)?b,l equipments exhibited a singular mix- 
ivif? ortplendour and effeniinacy, and enabled the experienced spec- 
tators to ascertain his nation, and the capacity in ■v\*bicli he served. 
Wt; have already mentioned the fanciful and crested helmet, •gib ich 
was a distinction of the foreigner, to wliicli the reader must add in 
his imagihatioii a small cuirass, or breastplate of silver, so sparingly 
faslu'oned as obviously to afford little security to the broad chest, ou 
M'hitli it raflwr liung like an ornament than covered as a buckler; 
nor, if a well-thrown dart, or strongly-shod arrow, should alight full 
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on this rich piece of armour, was there much hope tliat it could pro- 
tect the bosom which it partially shielded. 

From betwixt the shoulders hung down over the buck what had 
the appearance of. a bearskin; but, when more closely examined, it 
was only a very skilful imitation of the spoils of the chase, being in 
reality a surcoat composed of strong shaggy silk, so wovcB as to 
exhibit, at a little distance, no inaccurate representation of a bear's 
hide. A light crooked sword, or scimitar, sheathed in a scfthbard of 
gold and ivory, hung by the left side of the stranger, the ornamoiiicd 
hilt of which nppeai‘od much too small for thedarge-jointed hand of 
the young Ifercules who was thus gaily attired. A dress, purple in 
colour, and sitting close to the limbs, covered the body of the soldier 
to a little i\])()ve the knee; from thence the knees and legs wore bare 
to tlie calf, to which llie reficnlatcd strings of the .sandals rose from 
the instep, the ligatures being there fixed by a golden coin of llui 
reigning Emperor, converted into a species of clasp for the purpose. 

But a w'eapou which scenicd more particularly adapted to the 

B barbarian’s size, and incapable of being used by a man of less 
[able lirnbs'and sinews, was a battle-axe, the firm iron-guarded 
staff of which was formed of tough elm, strongly inlaid and defended 
with brass, while many a plate and ring wore indented in the handle 
to hold tile wood and the steel parts together. The axe itself was 
composed of two blades, turning different ways, with a sharp steel 
spike ]>rojecting from between them. 'I'he steel pari, both spike 
and blades was bunuslied as bright as a mirror; and though its pon- 
derous size must have been huruensome to one weaker than himself, 
yet the young soldier carried it as carelessly along as if it were but 
a feather’s weight. It was, indeed, a .skilfully con.structcd weapon, 
so well balanced that it was much lighter in striking and in recovery 
than he who saw it in the hands of another could easily have believed. 

The carrving arms of itself showed that the military man was a 
stranger. The native (Irceks had that mark of a civilised people, 
that they never bore weapons during the time of peace, unless the 
wearei’ chanced to bo numbered among those whose military profes- 
sion and ernploymimt recpiired them to be alway.s in arias. Sucli 
soldiers by nromSssion wei’c easily distinguished from the peaceful 
citizens ; and it was with stmo evident show of fear as well as dislike, 
that tlic passengers observed to each other, that the stranger was a 
Varangian, an expression which intiraatetyi. barbarian of the imperial 
body-guard. 

supply the deficiency of valour anujig bis own sdbiects, and to 
procure soldiers who should be personally^depciideut on tlic ETmperoV, 
the Greek sovereigns had been, for a groat many years, in the cus- 
tom,^of maintaining in their pay, as near their person as they could, 
the steady services of a select number of mercenaries in the capacity 
of body-guards, whicli were numerous enough, when their stea dy dis- 
cipline and iimexible loyalty were taken in conjunction witli flieir 
.personal .strengtl. and indomitable courage, to defeat, ijJiot only liny 
t^itorous attempt on the imperial person, but to quell open rebellions 
unless such were supported by a great proportion of the militate; force. 
Tkcir pity was tliereforc liberal; their rank and establislied character 
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‘ for prowess ^^ave them a degree of consideration amon^ the people, 
whose reputation for valour had Jiot for some ngfes stood high ; ana 
if, as foreig'iicrs, and the ineinbcrs of a privileg-cd body, the Varan- 
gians were sometimes employed in arbitrary and unpopular services, 
the natives were so apt to fear, while they disliked them, that the 
hardy strangers disturbed themselves but little about the light in 
which they wore regarded by the inhabitants of Constantinople, 
dlieir dress and accouti’ements, while within the city, partook of the 
rifh, oj* ratlier gaudy costume, which we have described, bearing only 
a sort of affected resemblance to that which the Varangians W'ore iu 
tln ir native forests. Bui the individuals of this select corps w'cre, 
when their services were required beyond the city, furnished with 
armour aiid vveapons more resembling those which they were accus- 
tomed to wieid in their own country, possessing much less of the 
splend<»iir of war, and a far greater portion of its effective terrors ; 
and thus they were summoned to take the field. 

This body of Varangians (which term is, according to one inter- 
])rotation, merely a general expression for barbarians) was, in an 
early age of the empire, formed of the roving and pirsttical inhabitants 
of the north, whom a love of adventure, the greatest perhaps that 
ever was indul<?ed, and a contempt of daugei\ which never had a 
parallel in the liistory of human nature, drove forth upon the path- 
less ocean. “ Piracy, says Gibbon, with his usual spirit, '‘was the 
exercise, the trade, the glory, and the virtue of the Scandinavian 
youth. Impatient of a bleak climate and narrow limits, they started 
iVom the banquet, grasped their arms, sounded their horn, ascended 
their ships, a^d explored every coast that promised either spoil or, 
settlement.”^ 

'i’hc conquests made in France and Britain by these wild sea-kings, 
as they were called, have obscured the remembrance of other northern 
champions, who, long before the time of Cornncuus, made excursions 
iis far as Constantinople, and witnessed with their owm eyes the 
wealth and the weakness of the Grecian empire itself. iNumbera 
lound their way thither through the pathless wastes of Kussia; others 
navigated Mie Mediterranean in their sea-serpent^ as they termed 
tlieir piratical vessels. TJie Emperors, terrified at»the appearance 
of these daring inhabitants of the frozen lone, had recourse to the 
usual policy or a rich and nnwarlike people, bought with gold the 
service of their swords, and thus formed a corps of satellites more 
(iistingnished for valour tluli tK% famed Praetorian Bafids of Rome, 
?u:iL ptwhaps because fewa* in number, unalterably loyal to their 
new priRccs. 

But, at a later period of the empire, it began to be more difficult 
for the Em]>erors to obtain recruits for their favourite and aelaited 
corps, the northern nations having now in a great measure laid aside 
the pi rati ^.al and roving habits, which bad driven their ancestors from 
tlic straits of hllsinore to those of Sestos and Abydos. The corps of 
tlie Varangians must therefore have died out, or hare been filled up 
w ill’ less worthy materials, had not the conquest made by tlie Nor- 

^ 1 Decline and JPall of the Roman Empire, Chapter Iv. vol. x. p. 221, Rvo edition 
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.mans in the far-distant west, sent to the aid of Comneiius a larffe 
body of the dispossessed inhabitants of the Islands of Britain, and 
particularly of Kn^j;laiid, wlio furnished recruits to his cljoscn body- 
guard. These were, ij) fact, An«*lo*»Sax()ns; but, in the confused idea 
of g'coocraphy received at the court of Coustaiitinoph*, they were 
naturally euou<»‘h called Aui»l0“l)aiies, as their native enuntry was 
confounded with tlie Thule of the ancients, by which expression the 
archipelag'o of Zetland and Orkney is properly to he understood, 
Uiougli, accorditj|>’ to the notions of the Greeks, it coinprised (other 
Denmark or Britain. Tlie emigrants, however, spoke a lan^'uu^e 
not very dissimilar to the orig-inal Yiirangrians, and adopted the 
name more readily that it seemed to remind them of their imJiappy 
fate, the appellation being: in one sense capable of being;' inierpri'U‘d 
as exiles. Excepting* one or two chief commanders, whom the Em- 
peror judged wortliy of such high trust, the Varangians were olfie,*. red 
by men of their ow’ii nation ; and with .so many privileges, being 
joined by many of their countrymen from time to time, as the cru- 
sades, pilgrimages, or discontent at home, drove fresh snpjdics of 
the Anglo-SaxofiS, or Anglo-Danes, to the east, the Varangians sub- 
sisted iii strength to the last days of the (Treck cm])irc, retaining 
their native language, along with the unhlcinished loyalty, and un- 
abated martial spirit, which characterised their fatluirs. 

This account of tlie Varangian Guard is strictly historical, and 
might be proved by reference to the Byzantine historians; most of 
whom, and also Villchardoiiiirs account of the taking of tlie city of 
Constautiuople by the Franks and Venetians, make repeated men- 
tion of this cclchratcd and singular body of Englishmen, forming a 
mercenary guard attendant on the person of the Greek Emperors.^ 

Having said enough to explain why an individual Varangian should . 
be strolling about the Golden Gate, m'C may proceed in the story 
which we have commenced. 

Let it not be thought extraordinary, that this soldier of the life- 
guard should be looked upon with some degree of curiosity by tlui 
passing citizens. It must be su])posed that, fr(»m their p(*culiai' dul ics, 
they were not ei^fcouragod to hold frequent intercourse or^'onmiuni- 
cation with inhabitants ; and besides that they had duii(*s of 
police oecasionally to (.^xefeise amongst them, which made tliem gen- 
erally more dreaded than beloved, they were at tlu^ same time con- 
scious that ihcir liigh jmy, splendid ap|ointments, and immediate 
doiiendencc (Vn the Kmiieror, were sifnjecfc of envy to the oitior for(‘(»a. 
They, tlierefore, kept much in tjSe neighvourhood of their owii^hiV- 
racks, and were seldom seen fctraggliug remote from them, iinlesH 
they had a commission of gqpreniment intrusted to their charge. 

being the case, it was natural that a people so curious as the 
Greeks should busy tlicimelvcs’in eyeing the stranger as he loitered 
in one spot, or wa,ndcred to and fro, like a man who either could not 
find some place whicli he was seeking, or had failed to meet some 

I 

1 Pucaripfft has pourod forth ft tide of learning on this funon.s ftiilijoct. wliich wdl bo 
found in ins Noten on Villchardonin’s Constantinople under the French Emperors, — P.n is. 
Ifip7, folio, p. Gibbon’s History may also bo consulted, vol. x. p. 2S1. [See .Vui.0 
C. Fara/i^f^o/s.] 
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person will] whom he had an appointment, for wIjicIi the in^winiity 
of tlio paKscn^crs found a thousand different and inconsistent reasons. 
“A Varanirian,” said one citizen to another, “and upon duty— ahem! 
The]» 1 presume to say in your ear ” 

“ AVliat do you in)a;> ine is his object?” inquired the party to wJjom 
thi ' iTifoniialion was addressed. 

(h)(b, and goddesses 1 do you think I can tell you? but suppose 
tliat be is lurking* lierc to Jiear what folk say of the Emperor,” au- 
swerial the of Constautiuoplc. 

‘‘ Tliat is jjot likely,” said the querist; “these Varang’ians do not 
speak our langaiag’e, and are not extremely well fitted for spies, since 
few of tliern j)reten(l to any intellig'ible notion of the Grecian tonirne. 
It is not ]ilv(*ly, I think, that the Emperor would employ as a spy a 
man wln^ did not understand the lang-uage of the country.” 

“Ihit if tJiere are, as all men fancy,” answered the politician, “pei*- 
sons among’ these barbarian soldiers who can speak almost all Jan* 
guages, you wdll admit that such are excellently qualified for seeing’ 
eleai-Jy around thorn, since they possess the talent of beholding 
and Importing', -wliilo no one has the slightest idefl of suspecting 
them.” 

“It may well he,” replied his companion; “but since wo see so 
clearly tlie fox’s foot and paws protruding from beneath the seeming 
sheep’s fleece, or rather, by your leave, the hears hide yonder, Jiad 
we not better be jogging homeward, ere it be pretended wc have in- 
sulted a Varangian Guard?” 

'I’liis surmise of danger insinuated by the last speaker, who was a 
much older and more expcrienci'd politician than his friend, deter- 
milled both on a hasty retreat. Tliey adjusted their cloaks, caught 
•liohi of (‘fieli otiicr’s arm, and, speaking fast and thick as they started 
new subjects of sn.s])icion, they sped, close coupled together, towards 
their lin\)itatioiis, in a difierent and distant quarter of the^town. 

In the mean time, the sunset was nigli over ; and the long shadows 
of j ln‘ walls, bulwarks, and arches, were projecting from the westward 
in deejicr and blacker sliade. The Varangian seemed tired of the 
short and lingering circle in which he had now trodden for more 
than ail liour, and m which he still loitered Jiike an uhliberated spirit 
wliieli canuot leave the haunted spot till licensed by the sjiell whieh 
Inis brought it hither. Even so tlie barbarian, casting an impatient 
glance to tlic sun, wliicli wa| setting in a blaze of light j^eliind a rich 
grove of (ypresH-trees, lookef for some accommodation on the benclies 
otaiiiikiA%witich were placed under shadow of the triumphal arch of 
’I'lieodosius, drew the axe, which w’as his principal weapon, close to* 
his side, wraiiped his cloak about him, mid, though bis dress was not 
in otlicr respects a fit attire for plumber, any more than the 
well selcctiicd for repose, .vet in less than three minutes ho was fast 
asleep. The irresistible impulse winch induced liim to seek for re- 
pose in a place very indilTerently fitted for the nurposc, might be 
weariness consequent upon the military vigils, which had proved a 
part of his duty on the preceding evening. At the same time, his 
s}>irit so alive within him, even while lie gave way to this tran- 
sient fife of ohl^ion, that he remained almost awake even with plnic 



12 


OOUNT nOlJEIlT OF PAIU??. 


eyes, and no liouiul ever seemed to sleej) more lig’litly Ilian our 
AnpfiO'Saxoii at the Golden Gate of Constantinople. 

And now the slurnberer, as the loiterer had been before, was the 
subject of observation to the accidental passengers. Two men en- 
tered the porch in company. One was a somewTiat sli^lit-mado, but 
alert-looking* man, by name Lysimaclms, and by profession a desig^ner. 
A roll of paper in his hand, with a little satciiel coniainin^r a few 
chalks, or pencils, completed his stock in trade ; and liis acquaintance 
with the remains of ancient aft grave him a power of talkingr on the sub- 
ject, wliicb unfortunately bore more than due proportion to bis talents 
of execution. His companion, a mag’nificent-looking' man in form, and 
so far resembling* the young* barbarian, but more clownish and peas- 
ant-like in the expression of his features, was Stephanos the wrestler, 
well known in the T^alostra. 

Stop here, my friend,” said the artist, ))roducing his pencils, “ till 
I make a sketch for my youthful Hercules.” 

“ I thought I lerculcs had been a Greek,” said the wrestler. This 
sleeping animal is a barbarian.” 

The tone intimated some offence, and the designer hastened to 
soothe the displeasure which he had tliouglitlcssly excited. Stephanos, 
known by the surname of Castor, who was highly distinguished for 
gymnastic exercises, was a sort of patron to the little artist, and not 
unlikely by his own reputation to bring the talents of his friend into 
notice. 

“ Beauty and strength,” said the adroit artist, “ arc of no particu- 
lar nation ; and may our Muse never deign me her prize, but it is my 
groafest pleasure to compare them, as existing in the uncultivated 
savage of the north, and when they are found in the darling of an 
enlightened people, who has added the height of gymnastic skill to 
the most dist inguished natural qualities, sucli as we can now only see 
in the works of Phidias and Fraxit(?les — or in our living model of the 
gymnastic champions of antiquity.”” 

’ “ Nay, 1 acknowledge that the Varangian is a proper man,” said 
the athletic hero, softening his tone ; “ but tlie poor savage hath not, 
perhaps, in liis hfeiime, had a single drop of oil on his bosom ! Her- 
cules instituted' I he Isthi^ian Games ” 

Bui, hold ! what sleeps he with, wrapt so close in his bear skin: ” 
said the artist. “Is it a clnh ? ” 

Away, a^^ ay, my friend ! ” cricd^vSteifianos, as they looked closer 
on the sleeper. “ Jl)o you not know thft is the iiistriimciit of their 
barbarous • They do not war with swords or lances, 

"tilled to ii'typc men of flesh and blood; hut with maces and axes, as 
if they we^fe hack limbs foimied of stone, and sinews of oak, 1 
wflt*Avager njy crown [of, withered parsley] that he lies here io ar- 
rest some distill guislied' commander who has offended the govern- 
ment ! He would not have been thus formidably armed otherwise 
— Awa3^ aAvay, ^ood Lysimaialus ; let us respect the slumbers of the 
bear.” ' * 

'8o saying, the champion of the Palestra made off with less appar- 
(jpt confidence th^ti his size and strength might have inspires. 

Others, now thinly straggling, passed onward as the evening closed. 
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ftiid the shadows of tlie cjpress-trees fell darker around. Two feniaies 
of the lower rank cast their eyes on the sleeper. “Holy Maria T' 
said one, “ if he does not put me iu mind of the Easterif tale, liow 
the Genie brou^^ht a gallant 3 ;oiiiig prince from his nuptial chamber 
ill E^^ypt, and loft liini sleeping' at the gate of Dauiascuri. 1 will 
awake the poor lamb, lest ho catch harm from the night dc^w.’^ 

Harm ? ” answered the older and crosser-looking woman. “ Ay, 
such harm as the cold water of the Cydniis does to the wild-.swan. 
A lamb?— ay, foi'aootli ! Why hc*s a wolf or a bear, at least a Varan- 
gian, and no modest matron would exeliange a word witli such an un- 
niaiinorcd barbarian. I’ll tell you what one of these English Hanes 
did to me 

So saying, she drew on her companion, who followed with some 
reluctance, seeming to listen to her gabble, while she looked back 
iijion ilie sleeper. 

ddic total disappearance of the sun, and nearly at the same time 
the departure of tlie twilight, which lasts so short time in that trojii- 
cal region — one of the few advantages which a move temperate 
climate possesses over it, being the longer coiitinnaift.‘e of that sweet 
and placid light — gave signal to the warders of tlie city to shut tlie 
folding leaves of the Golden Gate, leaving awdeket lightly bolted for 
the passage of those wliom husiuess might have detained too late 
without the walls, and indeed for all who cliosc to pay a small coin. 
I’he position and apparent insensibility of the V'arangfan did not 
escape those who had charge of the gate, of whom there was a strong 
guard, which belonged to the ordinary Greek forces. 

“Ky Castor and by Pollux,” said the centurion— for the Greeks 
swore by the ancient deities, althou^di they no longer worsliipjicd 
ihoui, and preserved those military distinctions with wdiich the steady 
Konunis sli wik the world,” although they were altogether d(‘gcncr- 
ated from their original manners— “by Castor and Pollux, comrades, 
W'C cannot gather gold in this gate, according as its legend tells us : 
yet it wdl) be our fault if wc cannot glean a g’oodly crop of silver; 
and llioiigli tlie golden aga' be the most ancient and honourable, yet 
in this degenerate time it is much if we see a glimi»se of tlie inferior 
metal.” 

“ Unworthy arc wc to follow" tlie noble cen Airion llarpax,” answered 
one of the soldiers of the watch, who sliowTd the shaven liead and 
the single tuft ‘ of a Mussulman, “if \vc do not hold silver a sufheient 
cause to bestir ourselves, wd^m tlfcre has been no goldt3 be liad- -as, 
b y tlic fai th of an honest mail, I think we can hardly tell its colour — 
wiWriffl%ut of the imperial treasury, or obtained at the cxpciiho of 
imlividuals, for many long moons \ ” 

‘Hlut this silver,” said the centurion, “ thoii slialt see with 
own eye, and liear it ring a knell in the purse which Injlds our 
common sfock.” 

. “ Which did hold it, as thou wouldst say, most valiant commaiuler,” 
replied the iuf(w*ior warder ; “ but what that purse h(?lds now, save a 

1 One tuJtia left on tho shaven ciwn of tlio Moslem, for Uie anj^ol to Kvasn by wheu 
v;u)a eying ]iiiu to HanuUse. 
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few miserable oboli for piircbasiiig' ccriain pickled potdiei bs a, ml salt 
fish, to relish our allowiuxe of sunnmed wine, 1 cannot t(Ml, hut 
willingly give my sliare of the contents to the devik if eUher purse 
or platter exhibits svmjjfom of any age richer than the age oreo])per/^ 
“I will re])le]:i.sh our treioiiry,” said the eeniuriojt. •Svere our 
stock yet lower tlian it is. Stand up close by the 'W'icket, my masters. 
Bethink you w'e are the Imperial Guards, or the Guards of tlie Im- 
perial City, it ia all one, and let us have no man rush ])asi ns on a 
sudden; — and now tlmt we are on our guard, 1 will unfold to you 

But slop,” said the valiant centurion, “ are we all here true 

brothers ? l)o all w’oll understand the ancient and laudable customs 
of our watch -keeping* all things secret 'which concern the profit and 
advantage of this our vigil, and aiding and abetting the coniinon 
cause, without information or treachery ? ” 

You arc strangely suspicious to-night ” an ■s'wtjred the sentineh 
“ Methiuks we have sUkhI by you wdtliout tale-telling in mnl<,('rs which 
W^ere more weighty. Have you torgot the ]>assag(^ of the jcuvelhu' — 
which was neilher the gold nor silver age; but if there wVre a dia- 
mond one 

‘'Ponce, good Ismail the Infidel,” said the eeidurion, - ^’Tor, I 
thank Jh'nven, we are of all religions, so it is to be hoped we must 
have the true one among^^t us, — Ih'aec, I say ; it is unnecossnry to 
]‘rove th(m canst keep new secrets by ripping up old cuk's. Gome 
iiitluM*-— look through llie wicket to the stone btmch, on tlic shady 
side of the grand porcU~~tell me, old lad, wdiat dost thou sec^ thef* ? ” 
“A man asleep,” said Ismail. “By Heaven, 1 think, from v.lmt T 
can j^ee hy the moonlight, that it is one <tf those haihai ians- ono of 
tljose island dogs, whom the Kmperor sets such store hy ! ’ ■ 
“Andean tliy fertile brain,” said the centurion, “sinn nothing; out 
of his present situation tending tow'urds our advantage : " 

“ wily, ay,” said Ismail ; “ lliey have huge pay, thougli tliov are not 
only bafhariaus, but pagan dogs, in comparison with us MosUtms and 
IS'azarenes. Tliat feilow' hath besotted liimself ^Yitll liquor, and J'ath 
not found liis Avay home to his barracks in good tiimu He wifi be 
severely punished, unless we consent to admit liim : ami t ' on 

us to do so, iieuiust empty the contents of his girdle.” 

“ 'lhat, at least- that, Sit jeast,” answered the soldiers of tlie city 
vratch, but carefully .suppressing their voices, tliough they sjmkit in 
an eager tone. ' ,1 

“ And is that all lliat you w^mld fiiakij of such an op]iortunity ? ” 
said Harpax, scornfully. “No, no, comrades. If this ontyy^jhsli 
animal indeed escape us, he must at least leave his tha ce be'lnnfh See 
you not the gleams from liis head-piece and his cuirass ? 1 presume 
tl^Tii^ betoken substantial silver, though it. may be of the thinnest. 
There lies the silver mine I spoke of, ready to cniich tlu‘ th xieruus 
hands who^Wl labour it.” 

“But,” li^d^ timidly a young Greek, a companion of their w'litcli, 
lately onli«^tediu the corps, and unacquainted witli tlu^ir liabits, ‘‘still 
this barbarian, as you call him, is a soldier of the Kmperor; and if 
we are convicted of depriving him of his arms, wc sliall Ce justly 
ifunished for a military crime.” 
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“I hire to a new Lycurgus come to teach us our iluty ! ” said the 
coulurioii. Learn iirst, youn|f man, tliat ilie metropolitan cohort 
never can commit a crime ; and learn* next, of course, that they can 
never he eoiuieted of one. Snpj>OBe we found a harWirian, 

a Viu aii^'iau, like tliis sUimberer, perhaps a Frank, or wane other of 
tlie.,(^ Ihrei^'-uers bearing' unpronounceiihle names, while they dis- 
hojioiii* us by putting‘ on the arms and apparel of the real Itornan 
soldie)', are we, placed to defend an imjiortant post, to admit a man 
so biispieioiis within our postern, wliem the event may probably be to 
betra)' both the IJolden Gate and tile hearts of gold wlio guard it, — 
to have the one seized, and the throats of the others handsomely 
cut? ” 

“Keep him without side tlie gate, then/’ re})lied the novice, “if 
you think him so dangerous. For my part, I should not fear, him, 
\ver(‘ he deprived of that huge double-edged axe, wliii'h gleams from 
uudt*r bis cloak, having a more deadly glare than the comet which 
asiroIoi'HU's ])iop]iesy such strange Ihings of.” 

’•iSay, then, we agreci together,” answered Ilarpax, “and you 
,'ji(‘{ilv like a. youth of modesiy ami sense: and 1 you tho 

state vv ill lose nolhing’ in the d(*spoiling uf this sanu^ Ijai barijui. 
v<f i hese savages luilh a double set of iiecoutremeuls, the omj wrought 
vviii! g'uld, Bilver, iuhiicbwork, and ivory, us becomes their duties iu 
tlie (niiico's liouseltold ; the other fashioned of triple steel, strong, 
'■Aei; ^Sy, and irresistihle. ]Sh>w, in taking from this suspicious 
ch-ovaier his s-ilvcr ludmet andc\drasB, yon J'ediiee him to his proper 
weajions, niid you "will see liim start up in arms ht for duly.” 

“ Yt‘s/’ Mild the novice; “but 1 do not see thutthis reasoning will 
do mure Mnin warrant our siri]>i>ing the Varangian of his .o*moiir, to 
]>e ai'ieruiirds lieeiifiilly returned to liim on (he nmrrow, if he prove 
a true t nm. How, 1 know nol/, bul ( had adopted some idea that it 
'wa^ (o con(iseat<‘d for our joint ladioof.” 

b n(pK*stit)iia,bly/’ said llarpax ; ‘‘for such has been Uie rule of 
oui' watch ever since the days (d* l.hc excellent centurion Sisyphus, iu 
W'iiose lime it fust vva,s del-ermined, that all contraband commodities 
or siHpici(;?is wmapuns, or the like, which were brought into the city 
dining the night-watch, should be uiiifonnly forfeit'll to tlio use of 
i he soldiery of tlie guard; and wbero the ^'bnperor finds the goods 
or arms unjustly seized, 1 hope ho is rich enough to make it up to 
tile siifferer,'’ 

‘‘ iiut slill—but still,” suiq 8el^isle.s of Mityleiic, the /oung Grcefe** 
afor e.uiid , “ ^verc the Lniperor to discover - — 

replied flarpax, “ he cannot discover, if he had all the eyes 
» 'f Argus's tail.— Here are twelve of us sworn according to the rules 
of tin? watch, to abide in the same story. Here is a barbarian, 
if he rtmamihcrs anytliing of the matter — which I greatly doubt— hia 
•‘lioire of a, lodging arguing Ids familiarity with the \vine-])ot~tell8 
hr.t a w ild t;de of losing his arnnmr, winch wc, my masters ” (looking 
I'umTd to Ifis ciunpaidons), “deny stoutly — J hope v,K? have courag^e 
r-nough for that— -aiul which partly will be believed ? the compaiiionsi 
of the surely ! ” 

“ Quito the .contrary,” said Sebiistes. “ I was born at a distam^e 
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from hence ; yet even in tlic island of Mitylene, the rumour had reached 
me that the cavaliers of the city-guard of Constantinople were so 
accomplished in falsehood, that the oath of a single barbarian would 
outwe^h the Christian oath of the whole body, if Christians some 
of them arc — for example, this dark man with a single tuft ou his 
head.’* 

And if it were even so,” said the centurion, with a gloomy and 
sinister look, there is another way of making the transaction a safe 
one.” 

Sebastes, fixing his eye on his commander, moved Ids hand to the 
hilt of an Eastern poniard whch he wore, as if to penetrate his exact 
jmenuing. The centurion nodded in acquiescence. 

“ Young as I am,” said Sehastes, ** 1 have been already a ])ira(:e 
five years at sea, and a robber three years now in the hills, and it is 
the first time 1 have seen or heard a man hesitate, in such a cas(\ to 
take the only part which is worth a brave man’s while to resort to 
in a pressing afia.ir.” 

Harpax struck his hand into that of the soldier, as sharing his un- 
compromising aentiments ; but when he spoke, it was in a tremulous 
voice. 

“ How shall we deal with him ? ” said he to Sehastes, who, from 
the most raw recruit in the corps, had now risen to the higliest place 
in his estimation. 

“ Any how,” returned the islander ; “ I see bows here and sluifis, 
and if no other person can use them ” 

“They are not,” said the centurion, “the regular arms of our 
corps.” 

“ The fitter you to guard the gates of a city,” said the young soldier 
with a Jiorse-laugh, wdeh had something insulting in it." “ Well-— be 
it so. lean shoot like a Scythian,” he proceeded; “nod but wi(h 
your head, one shaft shall crash among the splinters of his skull and 
his brains ; the second shall quiver in his heart.” 

“ Bravo, my noble comrade ! ” said Harpax, in a tone of aftbotod 
rapture, always lowering his voice, however, as respecting the 
slumbers of the Varangian. “Such were the robbms^of ancient 
days, the Diorqpdcs, Corynctes, Synnos, Scyrons, Procrustes, whom 
it required demigods tot bring to what was miscalled justice, and 
whose compeers and fellows will remain masters of tlio continent 
Bud isles of Greece, until Hercules and Theseus shall again a])i)ear 
upon earth, t Nevertheless, shoot noi:}, my valiant Sehastes —draw not 
the how, my invaluable Mitylenian ; you may wound and not kill.” 

“ I am little wont to do so,” said Sebastes, again 
lioarse, chuckling, discordant laugh, which grated upon the ears of 
tlj^eiitulp- 0 n, though he could hardly tell the reason why it was so 
uncommonly unpleasant. 

“If J’ look not about me,” was iiis internal rotlcction/“ we shall 
liave two centurions of the watch, instead of one. This Mityleniaii, 
or be he who the devil will, is a bow’s length beyond me. I miu^t 
keep my eye on him.” He then spoke aloud, in a lone of authority. 
“But come, young man, it is hard to discourage a youu^ t^giiiner. 
If you have been such a rover of wood and nver as vou toll us of, 
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yon know kow to plii}’ the Sicarius: tlicrc your object, drunk or 
asl(?ep, we know not which you will deal witl'i him in either case/' 

“ Will yon give me no odds to stab a stupified or drunken man, 
most noble centurion ? ” answered the Greek. “ You wouid perhaps 
love the commission yourself?” he continued, somewhat ironically. 

“Do as you are directed, friend,” said llarpax, pointing to the 
turret staircase which led down from the battlement to the arched 
entrance underneath the porch. 

“lie has the true cat-like stealthy pace,” half muttered the cen- 
turion, as his sentinel descended to do such a crime as he was posted 
there to prevent. “'Jliis cockereFs comb must be cut, or he will be- 
come king of the roost. But let us sec if his hand be as resolute as 
liis tongue; then wc will consider what turn to give to the con- 
clusion.” 

As llarpax spoke between his teeth, and rather to himself than 
any of his companions, the Mitylenian emerged fi'om under the arch- 
way, treading on tiptoe, yet swiftly, with an admirable mixture of 
silence and celerity. His poniard, drawn as he descended, gleamed 
in his hand, which was held a little behind tlic rest of Jiis person, so 
as to conceal it. The assassin hovered less than an instant over the 
sleeper, as if to mark the interval between tlic ill-fated silver corslet 
and the body which it was designed to protect, when, at the instant 
the blow was rushing to its descent, the Varangian started up at once, 
arrested the armed hand of the assassin, by striking it unwards with 
the head <»f his battle-axe; and while he thus parried tiie intended 
stab, struck the Greek a blow heavier than Sebastes had ever learned, 
at the Pancration, which left him scarce the power to cry help to his 
comrades on the battlements. They saw what hnd happened, how- 
ever, ujid beheld the barbarian set liis foot on their companion, and 
brandisli high his formidable weapon, tiie whistling sound of which 
made the old arch ring ominously, while he paused an instant, with 
his weapon upheaved, ere he gave the finishing-blow to his enemy. 
The warders made a bustle, as if some of them would descend to the 
assistance of Sebastes, without, however, appearing' very eager to do 
80, when Harpax, in a rapid whisper, commanded them to stand fast. 

“Each man to his place,” he said, “ happen what ’^n ay. Yonder 
comes a captain of the guard — the secret is our own, if the savage 
has killed the Mitvlcniaii, as I well trust, for he stirs neither hand 
nor foot. But if lie live.s, my cfynrades, make hard yr^ir faces as 
nints— he is but one man, we are twelve. We know nothing of hia 
lurno ^ ^ave that he went to see wdierefore the barbarian slept so 
lear tli^ost.” 

While the centurion thus bruited his purpose in busy inSiiiuati^ 

the companions of his watch, the stalely figure of a tall soldre^ 
iclily arm^b presenting a lofty crest, which glistened as he 
Jtent from the open moonli^t into the shade of the vault, became 
/iaible beneath. A whisper jiassed among the warder^ on the top of 
he gate. 

” Draw bolt, shut gate, come of the Mitylenian what will,” said the 
-enturioi#, “.we ai*e lost men if we own him. —Here comes the chief 
f the Vaiangiao axes, the Follower himself.” 
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Well, Hercward,” said tlic officer who came last upon the scene, 
ill a sort of lingua Franca^ generally used by the barbarians of the 
guard, “ hast thou caught a night-hawk ‘F* 

, Ay, by Saint George! ” answered the soldier; ^‘and yet, in luy 
country, we wouhl cull him but a kite/* 

“ What is he ? ” said the leader. 

^ Ho will tell you that himself,’* replied the Varangian, " when I 
take my grasp from his windpipe.” 

** Let him go then/’ said the officer. 

The Englishman did as he w'as commanded ; but escaping, as soon 
as he felt liimsolf at liberty, with an alertness which could scarce 
have been anticipated, the Mitylenian rushed out at the arch, and, 
availing himself of the complicated ornaments which had originally 
graced the exterior of the gateway, he fled around buttress and pro- 
jection, closely pursued by the Varangian, who, cumbered with 
his armour, was hardly a match in the course for the light-footed 
Grecian, as he dodged his pursuer from one skulking place*4Q(||m- 
other. The offijjer laughed heartily, as the two figures, like shadows 
appearing, and disappearing as siuldenly, held rapid flight and chase 
around the arch of Theodosius; 

By Hercules ! it is Hector pursued round the wails of Jlioii by 
Achilles,” said the officer ; but my Pelides will scarce overtake the 
sou of Priam. What, ho ! goddess-born— son of the white-footed 
Thetis!— But the alluHion is lost on the poor savage— Hollo, Here- 
ward ! 1 say, slop— know tliine own most oarharouB name.” Tiiese 
last words were muttered ; then raising his voice, “l>o not outrun 
thy wind, good llercward. Thou mayst have more occasion for 
breath tO-night.” 

“ If it had been my leader’s will,” answered the Varangian, coming 
hack in sulky mood, and breathing like one who had been at the toji 
of his speed, “ 1 would have had him as fast as ever greyhound held 
hare, ere 1 left off the chase. Were it not for this foolish armour, 
which eiicumbcKs witlioui defending one, 1 would not have made two 
hounds witliout taking him by the throat.” , 

“ As well as it is,” said the officer, who was, in fact, the Acou- 
louthos, or Follower^ sot?alled because it was the duty of this higldy 
trusted ofliccr of the Varangian Guards constantly to attend on the 
person of the Emperor. But let us now sec by what means w^e nre 
to regain o%t entrance throug’h tlM) gaXe ; for if, as I siispc'ct, it %vas 
one of those warders wlio was willing to have played thee a trick, 
his companions may not let us enter willingly.” 

And is it not,” the Varangian, your Valour’s duty to probe 
iljtis want of discipline to the bottom ? ” 

Hush thee here, my simple-minded savage ! I have often told 
yon, most ignorant Ilereward, that the skulls of those who come 
from your cold and muddy Bmotia of the Nortli, are fitter to bear 
put twenty bl^ws with a sledge-hammer, than turn off one witty or 
ingenious idea* But follow me, Hereward, and although I am aware 
that showing the fine nieshes of Grecian policy to the coarse eye of 
,an unpractised barbarian like thee, is much like casting'pcSrls before 
swine, a th^ forbidden in the Ble.sHed Gospel, y^i^^ m than hast so 
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g-ood ii Iicnrt, ana so trnafcy, as is scarce to be met with ainonff ray 
Vurang-iaiis tliemselves, I care not if, while thou art in attciicuiuce 
ou my person, 1 endeavour to indoctrinate thee iu some of that 
])olicy by which 1 myself— the Follower*— the clilef of the Varangians, 
and therefore ereeded by their axis into tlie most valiant of the 
valifint, am cfmtent to guide myself, although every way qualified to 
hear me through the cross currents of the court by main pull of (/ar 
and press of sail— a condescension in me, to do tijat by policy, which 
no man in this imperial court, the chosen sphere of superior wits, 
could so wtU accomplish by open force as myself. Wiiat tliinksfc 
thou, good savage ? ” 

1 know,’’ answered the Varangian, who walked about a step and 
a half behind Jiis leader, like an orderly of tlio present day behind 
his officer’s shoulder, “ 1 should be sorry to trouble my head with 
what 1 could do by my hands at once.” 

“Did I not say so?” replied the Follower, who had now for some 
iiaiilllifces led the way from the Golden Gate, a\ul was seen gliding 
along the outside of the moonlight walls, as if set^kisig an entrance 
elsewhere. “ Lo, such is the stuff of what you call your head is 
made ! Your hands and arms are perfect Xhitophcls compared to 
it. Hearken to mc,thtni most ignorant of all animals, — but, for that 
Ycrv reason, thou stoutest of confidants and bravest of soldiers,*— I 
uill fell tliee tlio veiy riddle of this night-work, and yet, even then, 

! dou]>l if thou caiist understand me.” 

“it is my ])roseiit duty to try to comprehend your Valour,” said 
the Varano-ian — “1 would say your policy, since you conde‘sceiid 
to expound it to me. As for your valour,” be added, “1 slionhl 
he nnlucky if I did not think I understand its length funl broudth 
:drea<ly.” 

Tlie fkcek general enured a little, but replied, with unaltered 
voice, True, good He3f4|^ard. We have seen each otlujr in battle.” 

liereward here couldf^bt suppress a short cough, which to those 
grammarians of the w^^^ weye skilful in a]>p]ying the use of 
accents, wo^hl have implied no peculiar eulogiinn on liis officer’s 
military bravery. Indeed, during their whole intercourse, the con- 
versation of the General, in spite of his toir^ of affected importance 
and superiority, displayed an obvious respect for his companion, as 
one wiio, iu many points of action, might, if brought to the test, 
prove a more effective soldier t>an himself. On tlie ftther hand, 
when the powerful Noidliern warrior .replied, although it was witli 
ail ?w.j*sw«uice of discipline and duty, y6t the discussion might some- 
times resemble that between an ignorant macaroni officer, before 
the Duke of York’s reformation of the British array, and a stoftdjt- 
sergeant of the regiment in which they both served. There was a 
consciousne^is of superiority, disguised by external respect, and half 
admitted by the leader. 

“ You will gi;gnt me, ray simple friend,” continued the chief, in 
the same tone as before, ‘‘ in order to lead thee hy a short passage 
into the iljpepest principle of policy which pervades this same court 
of Constantih^fe, that the favour of the Emperor” — (here the* 
officer rats^cy^rfjasque, and the soldier mad® a sembl}«:j£e of doing 
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SO alst))— who (be the place where he puts his foot sacred !) is the 
\ivif}'in^ priiiciide of tlie sphere in wliieli we live, as the sun itself 
is that of humanity ” 

have heard sonieihing like this said our tribunes,” said the 
Varan ipan. 

“ It is tlieir duty so to instruct you/' answered the leader, and I 
trust that the priests also, in their sphere, foi^^et not to leach my 
Varan^»*ian8 their constant service to their Einfieror.” 

“ They do not omit it,” replied the soldier, “ t!iou^>'h wo ofihe exiles 
know our duty.” 

“ God forbid I should doubt it/' said the comnuiiuler of the battle- 
axes. All 1 mean is to make thee understand, my dear llereward, 
that as there arc, though perhaps such do not exist ii» thy dark and 
gloomy climate, a race of insects which are born in the first rays of 
the morning and expire with those of sunset (thence called by us 
ephemerie, as enduring one day only), such is the case of a favour- 
ite at court, Avhile enjoying the smiles of the most sacred I'imperer. 
And happy is iie whose favour, rising iis the person of the sove- 
reign emerges from the level space which extends around I he 
throne, displays itself in the first imperial blaze of glory, and who, 
keeping his post during the meridian splendour of the crown, has 
only the fate to disappear and die witli the last beam of impel ial 
brightness.” 

“Your V^ilour,” said the islander, “speaks higher language than 
my Northern wits arc able to compn'hend.^ Only, methinka, rather 
than part with life at the sunset, 1 would, since insect I must needs 
bo, become a moth for two or three dark hours.” 

“ .Such is the sordid desire of the vulgar, llereward,” answered 
the Follower, with assumed superiority, “ wlio are contented to en- 
joy life, lacking distinction ; whereas we, on the other hand, we of 
choicer quality, who form the nearest and innermost circle around 
the Imperial Alexius, in whicdi he himself forms the central point, 
arc watchful, to woman's jealousy, of the distribution of Jiis favours, 
and omit no opportunity, ’whether by leaguing with or against each 
other, to recow mend ourselves individually to the peculiar light of 
his countenance.” 

“ I think I comnrehciid what you mean,” said the auardsman ; 
“ although as for living such a life of intrigue— but that matters 
not.” '■ 

“ It does indeed matter not, my good llereward,” said hi s off icer, 
“and thou art lucky in having no appetite for the life WllTTc de* 
scribed. Yet have 1 seen barbarians rise liigh in the empire, and if 
■ have not altogether the flexibility, the malleabiliry, as it is 
called — that happy, diiotflity which can give way to circumstances, 1 
have yet known those of barbaric tribes, especially if iired up at 
court from tlieir who joined to a limited portion of this flexile 

quality enough ^ a certain tough durability of temiier, which, if it 
does not excel in trailing itself of opportunity, has no contemptible 
talent at cneftf4ngf it. But letting comparison.^ })ass, ;f, follows, 
'•from this .Emulation of glory, that is, of roval f^'6ur, amongst 
the scrvmt«»-of the irn)erch and most sacreit that each is 
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desirous of distinguishiiiif himself by showing: to the Emperor, not 
only that he fully undcrsUnds the duties of his^ own eraploymetits, 
hut that he is capable, in case of necessity, of discharging- tliesc of 
others/" 

‘‘ I understand,” said the Saxon ; ‘Sind thence it liappens that the 
under niiuistors, soldiers, and assistants of the great crown-officers, 
are perpetually engaged, not in aiding each other, hut in acting as 
spies on their neighbours" actions ?” 

“Even so,"’ answered the commander; “ it is hut few days since 
J had a disagreeable instance of it. Every one, however dull in the 
int(‘lloet, hath understood thus much, that the great Protospathaire,^ 
which title thou kuow(*st signifies the Oeneral-in-Ohief of the forces 
of the onipii’o, hath me at hatred, because I am the leader of those 
I'odoubfahio V"ai*angians, who enjoy, and well deserve, privileges ex- 
empting them from the absolute command which he possesses over 
all oilier corps of the army —an authority which becomes Ni can or, 
notwitlistauding the victorious sound of liis name, nearly as well as 
a war-saddle would become a bullock.” 

‘‘JIowI” said the Varangian, “does the ProtosjMtliaire pretend 
to any aiitbority over the noble exiles?— By the red dragon, under 
which we will five and die, we will obey no man alive but Alexius 
Pomuoiius himself and our own officers!” 

“Itiglitly and Iwavcly resolved,” said the leader; “but, my good 
llereward, let not your just iudiguatioii liurry you so far as to name 
tlie most sacred Emperor without raising your hand to your casque, 
and adding tlie e])i(bets of liis lofty rank/" 

*• I will raise my liand often enough «aud high enough,” said the 
^Norseman, “ivlien th<! Emperor’s service remiires it.” 

“ J dare he sworn thou wilt,” said Achilles Ta tins, the eonimaudcr 
of the Varangian Jnijierial Body Guard, who thought the time was 
unfavourable for distiuguisbing himself by insisting on that exact 
nliscrvauce of etiquette, which was one of his great pretensions to 
the name of a soldier. “ Yet, were it not for the constant vigilance 
of your leader, my child, the iiohie Varangians would be trode down, 
in the comflion mass of the army, with tlie heatlieu cohorts of llnus, 
Scythhius, (»r those turbau"d infidels the renegade Tm-ks ; and even 
for this is your commander here in peril, tfeeause ho vindicates his 
axe-men as worthy of being. ]>rized above the paltry shafts of the 
Eastern tribes and the javelins of the Moors, which are jnly fit to be 
playthings for children.” ^ 

? You are cxpr>9cd to no danger,"' said the soldier, closing up to 
A e’HijIT^n a confidential manner, “ from which these axes can pro- 
tect you."" 

“ l>o I not know it ? ” said Achilles. “ But it is to your a w 
alone that the Follower of his most sacred Majesty now intrusU hia 
safety."" ^ 

“ fn aught that a soldier may do,” answered Hereward ; “ make 
your’own compulation, and then reckon this single !irm worth two 
against any man the Emperor has, not being of our own corps."" 


I the First Swordf^mati. 
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" LifitcTi, niy brave friend,” continued Acbilles. ** This Nicanor 
waci dariuff enmigli to throw a renroach on our noble corps, accusing 
them — gods and goddesses! — oi plundering in the held, and, yet 
more sacrilegious, of drinking the precious wine which was pre- 
pared for his most sacred Majesty’s own blessed consumption. 1, 
the sacred person of the Emperor being present, proceeded, as thou 
mayst well believe ” 

“ To give him the lie in his audacious iliroat ! ” burst in the Var- 
angiaii”-* named a place of racoting somewhere in the vicinity, Jiud 
called the attendance of your poor follower, Herew^ard of ilanijiton, 
who is yonr bond-slave for life long, for such an honour ! 1 wish 
0!ily you had told me to get ray work-day arms ; but, linwx'V(‘r, I 
have my battle-axe, and ” Here bis companion seized a mo- 

ment to break in, for he w^as somewhat abashed at the lively tone of 
the young soldier. 

“ Hush thee, my son ” said Achilles Tatins ; “ s])eak low, ray ex- 
cellent Hereward. Thou inistakest this thing. With thee, by my 
side, I would not. indeed, hesitate to meet five such as Nittanor; but 
such is not th<‘ Inw of this most hallowed empire, nor tho sentjmenfs 
of tho Ihree tiiu(*s illustrious Prince who now rules it. ar{ 

debauched, ray soldier, with the swaggering stories of tlie Er>inks, 
of whom we liear more ami more every day.” 

*‘l w^ould not willingly borrow anything from those whom you 
call Fra.nks, and we Mermans,” answered tne Varangian, in a disap- 
pointed, dogged tone. 

** Why listen, then,” said the officer, as tliey proceeded oji their 
walk, “ listen to the reason of the thing, and (consider whetluu- such 
a custoih can <d)tain, as that which they term the tlmdlo, in any 
country of civilisation .and coimnou sense, to say mUbiiig of one 
wliich is blestu'd with the domination of the most rare Alexius (Jom- 
nemis. Two great lords, or high officers, quarrel in the court,, and 
before the reverend ))iU'soii of the Empeu’or. They dispute about a 
point of fact. ATow, instead of each maintaining his own opinion, 
by alignment or evidence, supnosc they had adopted the custom of 
ifiose bai'bai’oiis FranlcH, — ‘ Why, thou best in thy throat,’ says tln^ 
one; ‘and th<(« liest in thy very lung.s,’ says another; and they 
measure fortli the lists of battle in the next meadow. Fjach swears 
to tlie truth of Ins (piavrel, though probably neither well knows pre- 
cisely liuw' the fact stands. One, perhaps the Imrdier, tnu*,r, and 
better man of the two, the Followci^r of the Emperor, and ftilJier of 
the Varangians (for death, my faithful follower, spares no man), l ios 
dead on the ground, and the other comes back to predontffiaie 'in 
the court where, had tlie matter been inquired into by the rules of 
v;s»imon sense and Tcason, the victor, as Im is tonned, would have 
,been sent to tho gidJoWs. And yet this is the law »)f arnts us your 
fancy pleases to c^ it, friend Hcreward ! ” 

“May it pleip^ yotir Valour,” answered tlie barhuri.an, “ tlmre i.s a 

t jxw of sense; ill What you say; but you will soomo* couivincf* me that 
is blessed .’moonlight is the blackness of a wolfs mouth, tlinu tlmt 
1 ought to bear rayself called ]i:»r without cramming^, n>i!he(. 
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down the speaker’s throat with the spike of my battle-axe. The lie 
is to a mail the same as a blow, and a blow dc^rrades him into a slave 
and a beast of burden, if endured without retaliation/’ 

“ Ay. there it is ! ” said Achilles; ‘‘could I but fret you to Iny aside 
tliat inborn barbarism which leads you, otherwise the most disciplined 
soldiiirs who servo the sacred Emperor, into such deadly quarrels 
and feuds- ” 

“Sir Captain,” said the Varang'ian, in a sullen tone, “take my 
advice, and take the Varangians as you have them ; for, believe my 
word, lliat if you could teach them to endure rojiroaches, bear the 
lie, or tolerate stripes, you would hardly find them, wdieu their dis- 
cipline is completed, w-orth the single day’s salt wliich they cost to 
his holiness, if that be his title. 1 must tell you, moreover, valorous 
sir, that the Varangians will little thank their leader, who heard 
tliem called marauders, drunkards, and wdiat not, and repidled not 
the (diarge on fclie spot.” 

‘‘Now, if 1 knew not the humours of my barbsirians/ thonglit 
Tat ins, in Ins own mind, “I should bring on inyself aeuarrel with 
theri(^ untamed islanders, who, the Emperor thinks, <*1111 he so easily 
kept in discipline. But I will settle this sport presently.” Accord- 
ingly he addressed the Saxon in a soothing tone. 

“ My fuilhful stildier,” he proceeded aloud, “ we Homans, ac(;ording 
to the custom of our aiict5Stors, set as much glory on actually telling 
thef truth as you do in resenting tlio imiintation of falsehood; and 1 
could not with honour return a charge of falsehood ujion Nicanor, 
since what Ik; said was substantially true/’ 

“ What ! that wc Varangians were plunderers, drunkards, and the 
like?” said licrewdrd, more impatient limn ])efore. 

“No, surely, not in that broad sense,” said Achilles ; “hut there 
wjis too much loundation for the legend.” 

When and where ?” asked the Anglo-Saxon. 

“ You remember,” replied his leader, “ the long marcli near Lao- 
diecui, where the Varangians boat off a cloud ofvTurka, and retook a 
train of the imperial baggage? . You know wliat was done that day 
— how yoi? quenched your thirst, I mean.?” 

“ 1 have some reason to vememher it,” said Ilerewp*‘d of llanqiton; 
“ for we were half choked with dust, falig\ie, and, which w'as worst 
of all, constantly fighting with our faces to the rear, when wo found 
souk; firkins of wine iu certain carrisvges whicli W(?ro broken dt)wu-^ 
down onr throats it went, as il' it had been the best in 8outH- 
aiiqdon.” 

/ffTT'nnhappy ! ” said the Follower; “saw* you not that tlic firkin? 
W’ere stamped with the thrice excellent (Irand Butler’s owm inviolable 
seal, and set apart for the private use of his Imperial ^lajcsty’s lORit 
sacred Ups ? ” 

“ By good Saint George of merry England, worth a dozen of yom 
Saint* G(3orgc of Cappadocia, 1 neither thought nor eared about tin 
matt('r,” ansigered ilereward. “And I know your*Valour drank < 
mighty draught yourself out of my head-piece — not this silver hn»iblc 
but my #tcel-cap, which i? twice as ample. By the same loReu, tha 
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whereas before you were pvingr orders to fall back, you were a 
chauged man when you had cleared your throat of the dust, and 
cried, ‘Bide the other brunt, my brave and stout boys of Britain ! ’ ** 

“ Ay,” said Achilles, “I know I am but too apt to be venturous in 
action. ^ But you mistnke, good Ilereward ; the wine I tasted in tlie 
extremity of martial fatigue w^as not that set a])art for his sacred 
Majesty’s own peculiar mouth, but a secondary sort, ])reservcd for 
the Grand Butler himself, of which, as one of the great officers of 
the household, 1 might right lawfully partake — the chance was never- 
theless sinfully liappy.’* 

“On my life ” replied Ilereward, “I cannot see tlic infelicity of 
drinking Mdieii we are dying of thirst/' 

^“But cheer u]), my noble comrade/’ said Achilles, after he had 
hurried over his own exculpation, and without noticing the Varan- 
gian’s liglit estimation of the crime, “his Imperial Majesty, in his 
ineffable gmeiousness, imjmtes tliese ill-advised draughts as a crime 
to no <nie mIio ])!U’took of them. He rebuked the I'roto.spatliaire 
for fishing iij) this accusation, and said, when he had recalled tlie 
bustle and eoi'fVsion of that toilsome day, ‘1 thought rny-self well off 
amid that seven times healed fmniaco, when we obtained a draiigiifc 
of the barley-wine (Inink by iny poor Varangians ; and 1 drank tlioir 
healtli, as well 1 might, since, had it not been for their services. I 
Imd drunk my last: and well fare their hearts, llioiigli tliey qiinffi'd 
my win.e in return !’ And with that he turned off, as one wlio said, 
‘1 have too inucb of (bis, bring a finding of matter and ripi)ing up 
of storieH against Acliilles Tatius and his gallant Varangians/ 

“Now, may God bless his honest heart for it!” said Ilereward, 
with more downright heartiness than formal respect. “ I’ll drink to 
his licnhli in wluit X put next to my lips that cpi ouches thirst, whctlicr 
it nniy bo ale, wine, <jr ditch-water.” 

“ VVhy, well said, hut speak not above thy broatli! and vcmemher 
to ])ut thy hand to thy forehc.ad when naming, or even thinking of 
the Emperor! — Wei], Ihon knowest, Ilereward, tliat having thus 
obtained the advantage, 1 knew that tile moment of a repulsed attack 
Js always that of a successful charge; and so I brought egainst the 
ProtospathaircY Nicanor, the robberies which have been committed 
at the Golden Gate, andeother entrances of the city, vhere a liicr- 
clmnt was but of late kiduapped and murdered, having on him cer- 
tain jewels, the ju’operty of th^ Patriarch. ” 

“Ay! ind^pod?” said' the Varangian; “and what said Alex 

I mean tlie most sacred Emperor, when he heard such things said 
of tlie city warders—thougli he had himself given, as we sajisr&ur 
land, the fox the geese to keep ?” 

«;^It may be he did,” replied Achilles; “but he is a sovereign of 
deep ])ohcy, and was u0Bolved not to proceed against these troncher- 
ous warders, or thmr general, Oie Protospathaire, witlioht decisive 
proof. Ills Sacred Majesty, therefore, charged me to obtain specific 
^^nw.nsiatttial iirdof by fby means.” 

^‘And that/ 1 would liave managed in two minutes, had you not 
railed mo oil the chase f)f yon cutthroat vagabond. But his grace 
Vnows the word of a Vnranc’ian: and I c»ni fts^tiirfOnn- 'that 
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lucre of my silver gaberdine, whicli they nickname a cuirass, or the 
hatred of my corps, would be sufficient to incite any of these knaves 

to cut the throat of a Varangian who appeared to he Ubleep So we 

go, I suppose, Captain, to bear evidence before the Emperor to this 
night’s work ? 

“ No, my tictive soldier, hadst thou taken the runaway villain, my 
first act must have been to set him free again; and my present 
cliarge to you is, to forget that such an adventure has ever taken 
place.” 

“ Ha!” said the Varangian ; “this is a change of policy indeed!” 

“Why, yes, bravo Ilereward ; ere 1 left the palace this night the 
Patriurcirmado overtures of reconciliation betAvixt me and the Pro- 
tospa.thaire, which, as our agreement is of nuicli consequence to the 
state, I could not very well reject, either as a good soldier or a good 
Christian. All offences to my honour are to be in the fullest degree 
j'cimid, for wliicli the Patriarch interposes his Avarrant. The Em- 
perew, who will rather wink hard than sec disagreements, loves better 
the matter sliould be slurred oA^a- thus.” 

“And tile reiiroaclies upon the Varangians,” said*IIercAvard 

“ Shall be fully retracted and atoned for,” answered Achilles ; “and 
a weighty donative in gold dealt among the cro ps of the x\uglo-l)ainsh 
axe-men. Thou, my Hereward, mayst be distributor; and thus, if 
weil-mannged, rnayst jilato thy battle-axe with gold.” 

“1 love my axe bettor as it is,” said tlie Varangian. “ My father 
bore it against the robber Normans at Hastings. Steel instead of 
gold for rny money.” 

“Thou mayst make thy clioicc, IToreAvard,” ansAvored his officer; 
“only, if thou art poor, say the fault Avas thine own." 

Piilt here, in the course of their circuit round Constautinoiilo, the 
officer and his soldier came to a very small wicket or sally-])f)rt, open- 
ing on the interior of a large and massive advanced Avork, which 
terminated an entrance to the city itself. Here the officer halted, 
and made his obedience, as a devotee who is about to enter a chapel 
of peculiar sanctity. 


CIIAP.TEli HI 

Here, youth, thy foot unbrace, 

Here, youth, thy brow unbruid, 

E«oh tribute tb.tt mny pr.ace 
The threshold here be p;iid. 

Walk with the stealthy j)ac0 
Which Nature toacho‘j deer. 

When, ochoinirin the clcise, 

The hunter’s horn they hear. 

The Cowi. 

Before entering, Achilles Tatius made various gesticulations, 
wliich Ayjd’C* imitated roughly and awkwardly by the unpractised 
Varangian, A^^lipse service wilh Ids corps liad been almost entirely' 
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in the field, his routine of dut^ not having:, till very lately, called hira- 
to serve as one of the garrison of Constantinople, lie was not, 
therefore, acquainted with the minute observances which the Greeks, 
who were the moat formal and ceremonious soldiers and courtiers in 
the world, rendered not merely to the Greek Emperor in person, 
but tliroughout the sphere which peculiarly partook of his influence. 

Achilles, having gesticulated after his own fashion, at length 
touched tlic door with a rap, distinct at once and modest. This was 
thrice repeated, when the captain whispered to his attendant, 'Flie 
interior ! —for thy life, do as thou secst me do.” At the same moment 
he started back, and, stooping his head on his breast, with Ids linnds 
over his eyes, as if to save them from being dazzled by an expected 
burst of light, awaited tlie answer to his summons. The Anglo- 
Dane, desirous to obey his leader, imitating him as near as he could, 
stood side by side in tJie ])osturc of Orientjil humiliation. Tlu* little 
portal o])oned inwards, when no burst of light was seen, but Amr of 
the Varangians were ma(ic visible in the entrance, holding e.aci) his 
battlo-nxc, as if (ibout to strike down the intruders who had disturbed 
the silence of th^ir watch. 

“ Acoulouthos,” said the leader, by way of pass-word. 

^‘TatiuH and Aconloutlios,” murmured the warders, as a counter- 
sign. 

Each sentinel sunk his weapon. 

Achilles then reared his stately crest with a conscious dignity at 
making this display of court influence in the eyes of iiis Kohiiers. 
Hereward ol)serv(‘(l an undisturbed^ gravity, to ilio sin prise of his 
ofliccr, who marvelled in his own mind how he could be such a bar- 
barian ‘as to I'cgard witli apathy a scene which had in his eyes the 
most impressive and p(?euliar awe. lliis indiflerence he imputed to 
the stupid instuisibility of his companion. 

They ])as.sed on between the sentinels, wlio wheeled backward in 
file, on each side of the portal, and gave the strangers ent ranee to a 
long narj-ow ])lank, stretched across the city-moat, which was Inue 
drawn within the enclosure of an external rampart, i>rojoetingboyond 
the principal wall of the City. ' * 

“This,” he'vvhispere^l^ to Ilcreward, “is called the Bridge of 
Peril, ami it is said that it has been occasionally smeared "witli oil, 
or Rtr<‘W'ed with dried peas, and that the bodies of men, known to 
liftve been iii^company with tlA Enuieror’s most .sacred p(>rson, have 
been token out of the Golden Hoi’n,^ into which the moat empLics it- 
scir.” 

“ I w’ould not have Ihoiiglifc,” said the islander, raising liicTmcc to 

its usual rough tone, “ that Alexius C<imncmiB ” 

Jin sh, rash and regardless of your life!” said Achilles Tatius; 
'‘to awaken the daugliiorof the imperial arcli,'^ is to incui;. deep pen- 
alty at all limes ; but w'hcn a rash delinquent has disturlied her with 
relicctioufl on his most sacred lliglnK‘.ss the. Emperor, death U a 
piiui.shmciil far\oo light for the efirontery whicli has hilerrupied lier 

1 Tfie harbour of Constantinople. 

*.5 Tho daugliter t.f the arch was n courtly expression fo*. the echo, rmTl < xplaincd 

by the courtly cfrnmnndor himself. 
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blessed slumber! — 111 hath been my fate, to have positive commands 
laid on me, enjoining* me to brings into the sacred precincts a creature 
who hath no more of the salt of civilisation in liim than to keep Mft 
mortal frame from corruption, since of all mental culture he is totally 
incapable. Consider thyself, Herevvard, and bethink: thee what thou 
art. By nature a poor barbarian— thy best boast that thou hast slain 
certain Mussulmans in thy sacred master's (marrel; and here art 
thou admitted into the inviolable enclosure of tlie Blaquernal, and in 
tlie hearing not only of the royal daughter of the imperial arch, which 
means,’’ said the eloquent leader, “ the echo of ti)e sijblime vaults ; 
but — Heaven be our guide,— for what I know, within the natural 
hearing of the Sacred lilar itself! ” 

“Well, my captain,’' replied the Varangian, I cannot presume 
to sja-uk luy mind after tlie fashion of this place ; hut 1 (lan easily 
suiipose I am but ill qualified to converse in the presence of the court, 
nor do 1 mean therefore to say a word till 1 am 8i)okcri to, unless when 
1 shall see no better company than ourselves. To be plain, I find 
difficulty in modelling my voice to a smootlicr tone than nature has 
given if. 8o, heiicetbrth, my brave captain, I will "be nunc, unless 
when you a*ive me a sign to «peak.” 

You will act wisely,^’ said the captain. ‘‘ Here be certain jiersous 
of higli rank, nay, some that have been born in Die purple itself, that 
will, i leroward (alas, for thee !), prepare to sound with the line of Dieir 
courtly understanding the. depths of thy barbarous and shallow' conceit. 
Do not, therefore, then, join their graceful smiles with thy inhuman 
biinits of caoliiuimtion, with which Ihou art wont to thunder forth 
wlnm opening in chorus with thy messmates.'’ 

‘‘Ikdl thee I w'ill be silent/’ said Die Varangian, moved smne- 
what beyond bis mood. “ If you trust my word, so ; if you Diink I am 
a jackdaw' that must, be speafdng, wheDier in or out of place and pur- 
pu.se, I ivm contented to go back again, and therein we can end the 
matter." 

Achilles, conscious perliapa that it was his best policy not to drive 
his subaltern to extremity, lowered his lone somcwdnil iu reply to the 
uiicourlly iTote of the .soldier, as if allowing' something’ for the i uil(‘ 
manners of one W'liom he considered as n^t easily iftatched ainong 
the Varangians themselves, for strength and valour; qnaiit ies which, 
in despite of Hereward’s discourtesy, Achilles suspected in liis heart 
were fully more valuable than alkithose nameless gmeer^ »dn'ch a more 
courtly and accomplished soldier might possess. 

THp ,^pcrt navigator of the intricacies of the imperial residence 
carried tlio Varangian through two or three small complicated courts, 
forming a part of Die extensive palace of the Blaquernal,^ oiid entere^ 
the building itself by a side-door — watciiod in like manner by a sch"-, 
tiuel of tluvA^arangian guard, whom they passed on being recognised 
In Die next apartment was stationed the Court of Guard, whcu’c were 
certain soldiers of the same corps amusing themselves at ganns 
Bomewhat resifmbling the modern draughts and dice, while they 
seasoned their pa.stime with frequent applications to deep flagons of 

1 Tbi« viaoo its namo from the naighbourinK Jil(toh*>rnian Oato la-. l UriiJgs. 
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ale, which were famished to them while passing away thoiv hours ot 
duty. Some prlauces passed between liorcward and his couiradcs, 
and he would have joined tlunu, or at least spoke to them ; for since 
tlie adventure of the Mitylcnian, Hcreward had rather ihoivGfht liim- 
self annoyed than distinguished by his moonlight ramble in the com- 
pany of his commander, excepting* always the short and interesting 
period during which he conceived they were on the way to light a 
duel. Still, however negligent in the strict observance of the cere- 
monies of the sacred i)iilace, the Varangians had, in their own way, 
rigid notions of calculating tlicir military duty; in consequence of 
which llereward. without s])caking to Ins companions, followed his 
leader through tne guard-room, and one or two antechambers adja- 
cent, llic splendid and luxurious furniture of which convinced him that 
lie could bo nowhere else save in the sacred residence of his master 
the hhnperor. 

At length, having iraversed passages and apartments witii whieli 
the cai)tain seemed familiar, and which he threaded wilh a steahhy, 
silent, and n])i)arontly reverential pace, as if, in his own iuilattMl 
pliraso, afiaid to awaken the sounding echoes of those lofty and 
mennmcntal lialls, another species of inhabitants heg*an to be visible*. 
In (lilferent entrances and in different aj)artments, tlie northern 
soldier beheld those imfortnntite slaves, eliielly of African deseert, 
rai.'cd occasionally under the Kmperors of Greece to great ])ower 
and honours, who, in that respect, imitated one of the inost barbar- 
ous pi'ints of Oriental despotism. Tlicso slaves were differently oc- 
rui)ied ; some standing, as if on guard, at gates or in passages, "with 
their drawn sabres in their hands; some were sitting in the (')riental 
fasliiofi on carpets, re]H>sing themselves, or playing at various games, 
all of a character profoiuidly silent. Not a word passed between 
tlio guide of llereward and the withered and detonned beings whom 
they thus encountered. The exchange of a glance with the prin- 
cipal soldier seemed all that was necessary to ensure both an unin- 
terrupted passage. 

After making their w^ay through sevci’al apartm( 3 nts, empty or 
thus occunied, they at length entered one of black marble, or stime 
other dark-coLured stone, much loftier and longer than the rest. 
Side passages opened into it, so far as the islander could discern, 
descending from several portals in the w’all ; but as the oils and 
gums with 'Qdiich the lamps in th^se passages were fed diffused a 
dim vai>c)iir around, it was difficult to ascertain, from tlie imiierfcct 
light, cither the shape of the hall or the style of its arcliitaeture. 
At the upper and lower, .ends of the chamber there w^as a stronger 
and clearer ligljt. Itixms when they were in tlie middle of this 
4rUgo and long apaiM^eut that Achilles said to the soldier, in the 
sort of cautionary whimper whicli he appeared to have siubstituted 
in place of his' DutuVal voice .since he had crossed the Bridge of 
Peril- / , " 

‘’Remain h(?i*c till I return, and .stir from this kail on no ac- 
count.” 

“ To hear is to obey,” answered the Varangian, an expfe.ssion of 
s>bcdicnce, wliich, like many other phrases and fusliimi? llhvo>nm.\-. 
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which still affected the name of Roman, had borrowed from the bar- 
barians of the East. Achilles Tatins then hastened up the steps 
which led to one of the side-doors of the hall, whicli beiiif^ slightly 
pressed, its noiseless hinge gave way and admitted him. 

Left alone to amuse himself as he best could within the limits 
permitted to him, the Varangian visited in succession both ends of 
tlie hall, where the objects were more visible than elsewhere. The 
low^er end had in its centre a small low-browed door of iron. Over 
it was displayed the Greek crucifix in bronze, and around and on 
every side, the representation of shackles, fetter-holts, and the like, 
were also executed in bronze, and disposed as appropriate orna- 
ments over the entrance. 'J'he door of the dark archway was half 
open, and llercward naturally looked in, the orders of his chief not 
j)rolubiting his satisfying his curiosity thus far. A dense red light, 
more like a distant spark than a lamp, affixed to the wall of what 
scorned a very narrow and winding stair, resembling in shape and 
size a draw-well, the verge of wliicli opened on the threshold of the 
iron door, showed a descent whicli seemed to condiyt to the infernal 
regions. The Varangian, hoivever obtuse he might be considered 
by the quick-wilted Greeks, had no difficulty in comprehending that 
a* slaircaso having such a gloomy ai>pearance, and tlio access to 
which was by aporlal decorated in such a melancholy style of archi- 
tecture, could only lead to the dungeons of the imperial palace, the 
.‘^ize and complicated number of which were neither the least re- 
markable, nor tile least awe-impoaing' portion of the sacred edifice. 
Listening profoundly, ho even tliought he caught such accents as 
befit those graves of jiving men, tlie faint eclioing of groans and 
sighs, sounding as it were from the deep abyss beneath. But in this 
resiiect his fancy probably tilled up the sketch which his conjectures 
bodied oui. 

“ I have (lone nothing,” lie thought, “ to merit being immured 
ill one of these subterranean dens. Surely, though my captain, 
Achilles Tatius, is, under tavour, little better than an ass, ho cannot 
be so falst4 of word as to train 'me to prison under false pretexts ? 

I trow he shall first see for the last time how the English axe plays, 
if siicli is to be the sport of the evening. tBut let us see the upper 
cud of tiiis enormous vault ; it mav boar a better omen.” 

Thus thinking, and not quite ruling the tramp of his armed foot- 
step according to tlie ceremoliies of the place, the«darg;^o-limbetl 
Saxon strode to the upper end of the black marble hall. The orna- 
ment. vX the jiorlal here was a small altar, like those in the temples 
of ilic heathen deities, whicli projected above the centre of the arch. 
On this altar smoked incense of some sort, the fumes of which rose 
curling in a thin cloud to the roof, and thence extending throu’glP 
tlio Jiall, enveloped in its column of smoke a singular emblem, of , 
ujiicli the Varangian could make nothing. It was the representa- 
tion, of two human arms and bands, seeming to issqe from the wall, 
liaving the palms extended and open, as about to confer some boon 
on those who appriiaclu'd the altar. These arms were formed, of 
bronze, aidl^, being placed farther back than the altar with its 
cense, were>^\seeii through the curling smoke by lamps so disposed as 
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to ilJuminato the whole archway. " The meaning of this/' thought 
the simple barbarian, “ I should well know how to explain were 
these lists clonehed, and were the hall dedicated to the pemcration, 
which we call boxing,'* ; but as even these helpless Greeks use not 
their hands without tlieir fing:ers being closed, by St George, I can 
make out nothing of tlieir meaning.” 

At this instant Aeliilles entered the black marble hall at the same 
dooi* by which he bad left it, and came up to his neophyte, as the 
Varangian might be termed. 

Come with me now, Hereward, for here approaches the thick of 
the onset. Now, display the utmost courage that thou canst sum- 
mon up, for believe me thy credit and name also depend on it." 

“ Fear nothing for either,” said Hereward, if the heart or hand 
of one man can bear him through the adventure by the help of a toy 
like this.” 

** Keep thy voice low and submissive, I have told thee a score of 
times,” said the leader, “ and lower thine axe, which, as 1 bethink 
me, thou hadst better leave in the outer apartment.” 

“ With your leave, noble captain,” rm)lied Hereward, “ I am un- 
willing to lay aside my bread-winner. lam one of those awkward 
clowns who* cannot behave seemly unless I have something to oc* 
cupy my hands, and my faithful battle-axe comes most natural to 

“ Keep it, then ; but remember thou dash it not about according 
to thy custom, nor bellow, nor shout, nor cry as in a battle-field; 
think of the sacred character of the place, which oxagget ales riot 
into blasphemy, and remember the persons whom thou mayst chance 
to see, an oflence to some of whom it may be, ranks in the sanu? 
sense with blaspln'iny against Heaven itself.^' 

This lecture carried the tutor and the pupil so far as to the side- 
door, and tliince inducted them into a snecies of anteroom, from 
which Acdiiiles led his Varangian forward, until a ])air of folding- 
doors, i»])ening into what proved to be a principal apartment of the 
palace, exhibited to the rough-hewn native of the north a siglit 
c*<mally new aii{| surprising. 

It was an apartment of the palace of the Blaquernal, dedicated to 
the special service of the beloved daughter of the Emperor Alexius, 
the Princess Anna Comnena, known to our times by her literary 
talents, whi^h record the history her father's reign. She was 
seated, the queen and sovereign of a literary circle, such as an iin- 

E erial Princess, porphyrogonita, or born in the sacred purple* ;:ham- 
er itself, could assemble in those days, and a glance round will 
Jumble us to form an idea of her guests or companions. 

The literary Princess herself had the bright eyes, straight features, 
and comely and pleasing manners which all would liave billowed to 
.the Bix^^ror's daughter, even if she could not have been, with severe 
to hay,e possessed them. She was placed upon a small 
0fa, the fair sex here not being ])crmitte(I to recline, as 
fitshion of the lioman ladies. A table before her wes loaded 
books, plants, herbs, and drawings. She sat on a/elight eleva- 
and those who enjoyed the intimacy of the vPri"i cess, or lo 
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whom she wished to speak in particular, were allowed, durinef such 
sublime colloquy, to rest their knees on the little dais, or elevated 
place where her cliair found its station, in a posture half standing’, 
half kneeling’. Three other seats, of different heights, were placed 
on the dais, and under the same canopy of state which overshadowed 
that of the Princess Anna. 

Tlie first, which strictly resembled her own chair in size and con- 
venionce, was one designed for her husband, Nicepborus Briennius. 
He was said to entertain or affect the greatest respect for his wife’s 
erudition, though the courtiers were of opinion lie would have liked 
to absent himself from her evening parties more frequently tJiau 
was particularly agreeable to the Princess Anna and her imperial 
parents. This was partly explained by the private tattle of the 
court, whi(!h averred that the Princess Anna Oonincna had been 
more beautiful when she was less learneil ; and that, though still a 
fine woman, she bad somewhat lost the charms of her person as she 
became enriched in her mind. 

•To atone for the lowly fashion of the seat of Niccpliorus Briennius, 
it was placed as near to his princess as it could possil^ly be edged by 
the iisners, so that she might not lose one look of lier bandsorae 
spouse, nor he tlie least particle of wisdom which might drop from 
the lips of his erudite consort 

IVo other seats of honour, or rather thrones, — for they had foot- 
stools placed for the support of the feet, rests for the arms, and em- 
broidered ])illows for tne comfort of the back, not to mention the 
glories of the outspreading canopy,— were destined for the imperial 
couple, wh(j frequently attended their daughter’s studies, which she 
prosecuted iu public in the way we have intimated. On such occa- 
sions, the Fnnpress Irene enjoyed tlie triumph peculiar to tlio mother 
of an aceouipli&hed daughter, while Alexius, as it might happen, 
sometimes listened w'ith complaceiicv to the reliears’al of Ins own 
exploits in tlie inflated language of the Princess, and sometimes 
mildly jiodded over her dialogues upon the mysteries of philosophy, 
with tlie Patriarch Zosiraus and otlier sages. 

All these four distinguished seate for the peraoim of the Imperial 
familjy were occupied at the moment whicli^ we have \ic.scribed, ex- 
ce]>tiiig that which ought to have been filled by Nicepborus Brien- 
nius, the husband of the fair Anna Comnena. To his negligence 
and absence was perhaps owing tiie angry spot on the ^rovv of his 
fair bride. Besuie her on the platform were two wliitc-robed 
nympljiS of her household ; female slaves, in a word, who reposed 
tliemsclves on their knees on cushions, when their assistance was 
not wanted as a speci<^ of living book-desks, to support and extend 
the parchment rolls, in which the Princess recorded her own wis- 
dom, or from which she quoted that of others. One of these young 
maiden.s, called Astarte, was so distinguished as a calligrapher, or 
beautiful wTiter of various alphabets and languages, that she nar- 
rowly* escaped •being sent as a present to the calipli (who could 
neitlier read nor write), at a lime when it was necessary to bribe 
4iim into jfemje. Violante, usually called the Muse, the other atten- 
dant of the Princess, a mistress of the vocal and instrumental art of 
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music, WiiH actually sent in a cowplimeiit to soothe the temper o 
Robert Guiscartl, the Archduke of* Apiiiia, who being* ag’cd ano 
stone-deaf, and the ffirl under ten years old at the time, returned 
the valued present to the imperial donor, and with the selfishness 
which was one of that wily Norn^ns characteristics, desired to hare 
some one sent him who could contribute to his pleasure, instead of 
a twan^lin^?: squalling: infant. 

Beneath these elevated seats there sat, or reposed on the floor of 
the hall, such favourites as were admitted. The Patriarch Zosimus, 
and one or two old men, were permitted ilie use of certtiin lowly 
stools, which were the only seats x>repared for the learned members 
of the Princess’s evening: parties, as they would have been called in 
oul* days. As for the younger magnates, tlie honour of being per- 
mitted to join the imperial conversation was expected to render them 
far superior to the paltry accommodation of a joint-stool. Five or 
six courtiers, of difieront dress and ages, might compose the party, 
who either stood, or relieved their posture by kneeling along tlie 
verge of an adorned fountain, which shed a mist of such very small 
rain as to dispVl almost insensibly, cooling- the fragrant breeze whieli 
breathed from the flowers and shrubs that were so disposed as to 
send a waste of sweets around. One goodly old man, named I^Iichael^ 
Agelastcs, big, burly, and dressed like an ancient Cynic }>hilosophcr, * 
W’as di.stinguished by assuming, in a great measure*, the ragged garb 
and mad bearing of that sect, and by his inflexible jiracticc of the 
strictest ceremonies exigible by the Imperial family, lie was known 
by an affectation of cynical principle and language, and of republican 
jHiilosophy, strangely contradicted by his practical deference to the 
great. It was wondeiful how long'this man, now sixty years old 
and upwards, disdained to avail himself of tlici accustomed privilege 
of leaning, or supporting his limbs, and w'ith what regularity he 
maintained either the standing posture or that of absolute kneeling; 
but the first was so much his usual attitude that he acquired among 
his court friends the name of Elephas, or the Elephant, because the 
ancients had an idea that the half-reasoning animal, as it is called, 
has joints incapable of kneeling down. 

“ Yet 1 haVe seen H»em kneel when I was in the country of the 
Gyranosophists,” said a person present on the evening of Hereward’s 
introduction. 

tako up their master on tbeir shoulders? so will ours,” said 
the Patriarch Zosiraus, with the slight sneer Avhicb was tlie nearest 
advance to a sarcasm that the etiquette of tlie (heek coiiyt per- 
mitted ; for on all ordinary occasions it would not have offended tlie 
Presence more surely literally to have clrAwn a poniard than to ex- 
change a repa.rtee in the imperial circle. Even the sarcasm, such 
as it was, wimld have been thought censurable by that ceremonious 
court in any the Patriarch, to whose high rank some license was 
allowed.,, 4^;, 

Just thus flir offended decorum, Achilles Tatius and his 

wldier H^eward entered the apartment. The former bore him with 
yreiDiiiCMpe than his usual degree of courtliness, as if to sft'l his own. 
jootPlireeding off by a comparison with the inexpert bearing of his 
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follower; whik^y neYOiilicles.% he had n secret pride in oxlnhitini^^ as 
one untler his own imiuediafcc and distinct coruiuaiid, a man wlioni 
he was accustowed to consider as one of the finest soldiers in the 
army of Alexiius, Avlietlier appearance or reality were to be considered.' 

Some astonishment foJlowed the abrupt entrance of the new- 
comers. Achilles indeed glided into the presence with the easy and 
quiet extremity of respect wliieh intimated his luibitiule in llicse 
reg'ions. ^ 13ut llereward started on liis entrance, and, perceiving 
himself in company of the court, hastily strove to remedy his dis- 
order. IJis commander, throwing* round a scarce visible slirug* ol 
apology, made then a confidential ami monitory Si%n to llerewaix 
to mind his conduct. Wliat lie meant was, that he should dolf hi^ 
helmet and fall prostrate on the ground. But the Anglo-KSaxon. 
unncciK'.tomod to interpret obscure inferences, iiatnnilly thoiiglit ot 
In’s military iliities, and advanced in front of tlm Emperor, as when 
he ]-endeied his military homage, lie nn.do reverence with his 
knee, half touched his cap, and then recovering and shouldering his 
axe, stood in advance of tlie imperial <!liair. as if on dii^y as a sentinel. 

A gentle smile of sur])rise went round the circle iis they gazed on 
Die manlv apnearancL^ and soinewluit unceremonious but martial 
<Kportmeiit <jf tlie northern soldier. The viiiioiis spectators arouml 
coMhiilted the Emperor’s face, not knowing whether (hey were to 
take the intrusive manner of the Varangian’s ejitranco as niaKer ot 
ilhhivrding, and manifest their horror, or whether they ought latlier 
to consitkr the bearing of the lire-guards)iian as indicating blunt and 
Ilia Illy zeal, and therefore to be received with applau.se. 

It was some little time ere the Emperor recovered himself suf- 
fieiently to strike a key-note, as was usual ujion sncli occasions. 
Alexius Ctuniiemis had been wra])t for a moment into some species 
of slumber, or at l('ast absence of mind. Out of this he had beam 
startled by the sudden appearance of the Varangian ; for though he 
was accustomed to commit the outer guards of tloi pala <‘0 to this 
trusty cor])s, ^et the deformed blacks whom we liave meiilhnicd, and 
who sometimes rose to be ministers of state niid comimiuders of 
armies, Avere* on all (U'dinary occasions, intrusted with tlie guard of 
the interior of the palace. Alexius, tliercdVe, awake^neil from his 
slumber, and the military ]>hrase of his daughter still ringing in his 
ears as she was reading a description of the great historical work, 
in which she had detailed the co-lflicts of his reign, feltivsoinewljat 
imjirepnred A»r the entrance and military deportment of one eC the 
Saxon guard, with whom he was accustomed to associate, in general, 
scenes of blows, danger, and death. 

After a troubh'd glance around, his look rested on Achilles Tatius. 
‘Why here,” lie said, “trusty Follower? why this soldier here at 
[his time of jiiglit Here, of course, Avas the moment for model- 
ling the visages rcf/is ml e.i\mplu}n; but, ere the Patriarch could 
frame his couiiteuance into dcA^out ajipreliension of da^p^er, Achilles 
Tatius ‘had spok<*n a word or two, wliich rerniiuled Alexius’s intHuory 
‘hat the soldier had been brought there by his own sjiccial orders. 
iOh, ay! t>uc, good felloAV,” said he, smoolhing his troubled broAv; 
*vvc had forgot that paijsagc among the cares of state.’* lie then 
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spoke to the Varangian with a countenance more frank, and e 
heartier accent, than lie used to his courtiers ; for, to a despotic 
monarch, u faithful life-guardsman is a jicrson of confidence while 
an officer of high rank is always in some degree a subject of distrust. 
“IJa!” said he, “our worthy Anglo-Dane, how fares he?” Thu 
Tinccremonious salutation surprised all but liim to whom it was ad 
dressed. ^ ilereward answered, accompimying his words with a mili 
tnry obeisance which partook of heartiness rather than rev<u’ence, 
with a loud uiisubdueu voice, which startled the presence still more 
that the language was Saxou, which these foreigners occasionally 
iis(‘d, “ hael Kaisar mirrig und machtiqhr*—i\\isi is, of 

good health, stout and mighty Emperor. l'‘he Emperor, with a 
smile of intelligence, to show he could speak to liis guards in theii 
own foreign language, replied, by the vYcll-known counter-signal— 
Drink llaetr* 

Immediately a page brouglxt a silver goblet of wine. The Em- 
peror put liis lips to it, though he hcarce tasted the liuuor, thou 
commanded it<to bo handed to Ilereward, and bade the soldier drink. 
Tile Saxon did not wait till he was desired ^second time, but took 
off the contents without hesitation. A gentle smile, decorous as the 
presence required, jjiissed over tlie assembly, at a feat wdiicli, tinnigh 
uy no means wonderful in a byperboreaii, seemed prodigious in the 
estimation of tlic moderate Greeks. Alexius himself laughed more 
loudly tlian his courtiers thought might lie la^coming on their part, 
and inustering what few words of Varangian he possessed, whieh ho 
eked out witli (Jreek, ilemanded of his life-guardsman — “Well, my 
hold Briton, or Edward, as men call thee, do;^t thou know the liavour 
of that wine ? ” 

Yes,” answered the Varangian, without change of countenance, 
“] tasted it once before at Laodicca ” 

Here his olficer, A clnlleB Tatius, became sensible that his soldier 
approached delicate ground, and in vain endeavoured to gain Ins 
attention, in (u’der that he might furtively convey to him a hint to 
h(t silent, or at least take heed what he said in sue!? a presen-ee. 
But tile soldpir, who, with proper military observiuiee, continimd to 
hiive his eye and attention fixed oii the Emiieror, as the [>nnco whom 
ho was bound to answer or to serve, saw none of Mie lilnis, wliich 
Acliilles at length siifiered to become so broad that Zosimus and the 
Protospatbaire exchanged expn^sive glances, as calling on exico 
Cither to notice the byplay of the leader of the Varangians. 

Ill the meanwhile, uie dialogue between the Emperor and his sol- 
dier continued: — “How,” said Alexius, “did this draught relish, 

- com pared with the former ? ” 

“ There is fairer company here, my liege, than that of the Arabian 
archers,” answer^jl^llbreward, with a look and bow of instinctive 
good-brecaling ; , ‘^f^Tertliele.'^s, there lacks the flavour which the 
heal of the suii;#| dus!. of the conibal, with the fatjgue of wielding 
^such a wea])ou to'Biis” (advancing his axe) “for eiglli hours together, 
|g,ive lo a cup.4#lfcl-are wine.” 

“Another J^cienc) tliere might be,” said Agolastcs ‘’tlie Elepliant; 
“ provided iCiu jjardoned hinting at it,” he addei' ivith a look to the 
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UivtMic,-" ‘it be the smaller size of tbe cup compared with 
that at Laodicea." 

“liy Tarauin, you say true,” answered the life-guardsman; ‘*at 
Laodiceii 1 used my helmet/' 

“iiOt us see the cups compared together, good fneiid,” said Age- 
last(is, continuing his railier}% that wo may be sure thou hast not 
swallowed tlie present goblet; for 1 thought, from the manner of 
liu' draught, lliere was acliance of its going down with iis contents/' 

“ 'I'here are some tilings which I do not easily swallow,” answei’cd 
the Varangian, in a calm and indifferent tone; ‘‘but they must come 
front a younger and more active man than you.” 

Tlie company again smiled to each oilier, as if to liiiit that the 
pliiloso]>hcr, though also jiarcel wit by proiessioii, had the worst of 
the encounter. 

Tbe Emiieror at the same time inlerfhred—^JNhu' did 1 send for 
thee liitlior, good fellow, to be baited hy idle taunts.” 

Hero Agelastcs shrunk back in the circh*. as a hound that has 
been rebuked by the huntsman for hahhling; and th^; Ihliicess Anna 
Comnena, who Jiad ijidieated by her fair features a treriain degree 
of impatience, at length spoke — '‘Will it then please you, iny impe- 
rial and ruiich-beloved lather, to inform those blessed vritli admission 
to the Muses’ tmuple, for what is it that you have ordered this sol- 
ilier to he this night admitted to a place so far jibove Ids rank in life? 
l\rinit me 1<) say, we ought not to waste, in frivolous and silly jests, 
the tim(‘ whieh is sacred to tlie weilare of tiic empire, as every mo- 
inent of your leisure must bo.” 

“Our daughter speaks wisely,” said the Ihnpress IrLiie, who, like 
most imd-heVH who do not [mssess much talent Uu'mseJves, and arc 
not vci-y capable of estimating it in others, was, ncvtu’ihciess, a gr(*at 
admirer of her fa,vourite daughter’s accornplishnn nls, and nanly to 
draw' theiu out on all occasions. “Permit me to remark, that in 
lids diviiu' and selected juilace of the Muses, dedicated to tin* sludies 
of oil I’ w'cdl-beloveJ ami highly-gifted daugliter, w hose pen v/ill pre- 
serve youiv'ei>utalion, our most iiiiperial husband, till the d(‘KoIath>u 
of the universe, and which enlivens and delights tj^is society, the 
very llowcr of the wits of our sublime cour«;~”Pta‘init me to say that 
we have, {merely by admitting a single life-guardsman, given our 
c.onversation the cbaracter of tliat which distinguishes a barrack.” 

JSh>w the Kmperor Alexius (Jumnenus had the samc^feeling* with 
many an honest man in ordinary life when Ids wife begins a long 
oiation, especially as the Kmpress Iixme did not always retain the 
observance consistent with his awful rule and right supremacy, al- 
tliougli especially severe in exacting' it from all others, in rcferenc^a 
to lier lord. Therefore, tliough he had felt some j^leasure in gaiidng*^ 
a short release from tlic monotonous recitation of the Prineess’s 
history,' he nuw^ saw the necessity of resuming it, or of listening to 
the matrinionyil eloquence of the Empress. Xle sighed, thcremre, 
as he said, “ 1 crave your pardon, good our imperial spouse, and our 
daughiejf born in the purple chamber. I reniember me, oiir uiosi 
amiable and accomplished daughter, that la&t ui^ht you wished 1% 
know tlio parfimilars of the battle of LaodLcea, with tliC licathenisb 



COUNT ROBERT OK PARIS. 


Arabs, whom ileaveu confonml And for corluhi conujderntionG 
which moved ourselves to add other inquiries to our own recolleciion, 
Achilles Tatiiis, our most trusty Follower, was commissioned to in- 
troduce into this place one of those soldiers under his conimaiid, bein^ 
such a one whose courag'e and presence of mind could best enable 
him to remark what j^assed around him on that remarkable and 
bloody d«nj. And this 1 suppose to be the man brought to us for that 
puimose. ’’ 

“If I am permitted to speak, and live,” answered the Follower, 
“your Imperial IJigdincss, with those divine Princesses, whose name 
is to us as those of blessed saints, have in your presence the fitnver 
of my Ang^lo-i lanes, or whatsoever nubaptised name is given to 
my soldiers. He is, ns I may say, a barbarian of barbarians ; for, 
although in birtli and breeding* unfit to soil with his feet the carpet 
of this precinct of accomplishment and eloquence, lie is so brave— 
so trusty— so devotedly attached — and so unhesitatingly zealous, 
that ” 

“ Enough, good Follower,”, said the I'^miperor ; “ let us only know 
that he is cool ami observant, not confused and fluttered 'during 
close battle, as we have sometimes observed in you and other great 
conirnaiulers — and, to .speak truth, have, even felt in our imperial self 
on extraordinary occasions. Which dilfcrence in man’s constiluiioii 
is not owing to any inferiority of courage, but, in us, to a certain con- 
sciousness of the importance of our own safety to the w-elfare of tlm 
whole, and to a feeling of the luunbor of duties which at once devolve 
on UP. Speak tlieii, and .speak (piickly, Tatius; for 1 discern that 
our dearest consort, and our thrice fortunate dangliter, born in lltc 
imperjal chamber of purple, seem to wax somewhat impatient.” 

“Heroward,” answered Tatims, “ is as composed ami observant in 
battle, as anothea* in a festive dance. The dust of war is the breat h 
of bis nostrils; and lie will prove his worth in combat against any 
fliiir others (Varangians excepted), who shall term themselves your 
Imperial IJiglmess’s bravest servants.” . 

“Follower,” said the Emperor, with a di.s])loased look ami t<me, 
“instead of instructing these poor ignorant barbarians in the rules 
and civilisatiorf of our enlightened empire, you foster, by such boast- 
ful words, the idle ])ridc ami fury of their temper, which kurries them 
into brawls with the legions of other foreign countries, ami even 
breeds quarrels among thcin.selves.’t 

“ If my mouth may be opened in the way of most humble excuse/’ 
said the l<o lovyer, “I would presumo to reply, that I but an hour 
hence talked with this poor ignorant Anglo-Dane, on the iiateninl 
care with which the Imperial Majesty of Greece regards tlie preser- 
vation of that canemM which imitc.s the followers of his standard, ami 
how desirous he is to promote that harmony, more especially amongst 
the yarioiis nations who have the happiness to serve you, in siiite Of 
the bloodthirsty quarrels of the Franks, and other northern men 
who are never tree from civil broil. I think the poor Voutl/s nmler- 
itanduig can bear witness to this much in my behalf.” ] Ic then looked 
Awards Hcreward, who gravely inclined his head in toke-^i of assent 

what lus capfaiii said. His excuse ihm ratified, A(^?it11cs proceeded 
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ill Ills apolofffr more firmly. Wlifit I have said even now was spoken 
without consideration ; for, instead of pretending that this Hereward 
would face four of your Imperial Highnesses servants, I ou^ht to 
Jnive said, tJiafc lie was willing to defy six of your Imperial Majesty’s 
most deadly euemus, and permit them to choose every circumstance 
of time, arms, and place of combat.” 

** Jhat hath a better sound,” said the Emperor; “ and in truth, for 
the information of my dearest dauj^hter, who piously has undertaken 
to reedrd the things which I have been the blessed means of doinjg: 
for the Empire, I earnestly wish that she should remember that, 
though the sword of Alexius hath not slept in its sheath, yet he hath 
never sought his own aggrandisement of fame at the price of blood- 
shed among his subjects.” 

“ I trust,” said Anna Comnena, “that, in my humble sketch of the 
life of the princely sire from whom 1 derive my existence, I have not 
forg'ot to notice liis love of peace, and care for llie lives of his sol- ^ 
[iicry, and abhorrence of the bloody manners of the heretic b’ranks, 
IS one of his most distinguishing characteristics.” ^ 

Assuming then an attitude more commanding, as one who w'as 
[ibout to claim the attention of the company, the Princess inclined 
lier head gently around to the audience, and taking a roll of parcli- 
tnent from the fair amanuensis, which she had, in a most beautiful 
handwriting, engrossed to her mistress’s dictation, Anna Comnena 
prepared to read its contents. 

At tin’s moment the eyes of the Princess rested for an instant on 
die barbarian Hereward, to wliom she deigned this greeting — “ Vali- 
uit barbarian, of whom my fancy recalls some memory, as if in a 
hv'am, thou art now to hear a work, whieli, if the author be put into 
.‘oniparison with the subject, might be likened to a portrait of Alex- 
inder, in executing which some inferior dauber has usurped the 
peiTcil of Apelles ; but which essay, however it may appear unworthy 

the subject in the eyes of many, must yet command some envy in 
diose who candidly consider its contents, and the d/’ffieulty of por- 
iroying thf great personage concerning whom it is written. Still, I 
pray thee, give thine attention to what I have now to read, since tins 
iceount of the battle of Laodicea, the details thereof being princi- 
pally derived from his Imperial Highness, my excellent father, from 
^he altogether valiant Protospathaire, his invincible general, together 
i\'ith Achilles Tatius, the faithfuf Follower of oiir victorious Emperor, 
nay nevertheless be in some circumstances inaccurate. For it is to 
30 thought, that the high offices of those gTcat commanders retain^ 
diem at a distance from some particularly active parts of the fray, in 
3rder that they might Iiave more cool and accurate opportunity 
Torm a judgment upon the whole, and transmit their orders, withotit* 
i)cing d’islnirbcd by any thoughts of personal safety. Even so, brave 
barbarian, in the art of embroidery (marvel not that we are a pro- 
[icient in that mechanical process since it is patronised by Minerva, 
ivhose stiulicjf we affect to follow), we reserve to ourselves the super- 
intendence of the entire web, and commit to our maidens and others 
Lhe cx^cui^on of particular parts. Thus, in the same manner, tboU| 
p^aliant Vurangkm, being engaged in the very thickest of the affray . 



38 


COUNT ROBKIIT OP PARIS 


before Lftodicea, mnyst point out to ns, the unwortiiy historian of no 
renowned a war, tlio^o cluinces which befell where men fought htind 
to hand, and where the fate of war was decided by the cd^e ot iJie 
sword. Therefore, dread not, thou bravest of the axe*mcn to whom 
we owe that victory, and so many others, to correct any mistake or 
miatipprcluinsion whicli we may have been led into concernin^i^ the 
details of Hint ii^lorious event." 

‘‘ Madam,’’ said the Varangian, “ I shall attend with diligence to 
what yonr Highness may be pleased to read to me ; although, as to 
presnming to blame tbc history of a Princess born in the purple, far 
be sncli a presumption from me ; still less would it become a barbaric 
Varangian to pass a judgment on tho military conduct of the Em- 
peror, by whom he is liberally paid, or of the commander, by whom 
lie is well f reated. Before an action, if our advice is required, it is 
ever faithfully tendered; but according to my rough wit, our censure 
after th(‘ field is fought would be more invidious than useful. Touch- 
ing the I^rolospathairo, if it be the duty of a general to absent him- 
self from close action, I can safely say, or swear, were it necessary, 
that the inviiieiblc commander was never seen by me within a javelin’s 
cast of .inglit that looked like, danger.” 

'i'liis speech, bolilly and bluntly delivered, had a» general effect on 
the company preseiii. Tho Emperor himself, and Acliillcs Tatiiis, 
looke<l like hien wdio had got off from a danger better tlian the.y ex- 
pected. The Prot,os])athaire lalvuired to conceal a movement of re- 
sentment. Agelastos wliis])ercd to the Patriarch, near whom )m wa^ 
idaced, “ Th(* north(‘rn hattle-axc lacks neither point nor edge.” 

‘‘Hush!” said Zosimus, “let us hear how this is to end; the 
Princess is about to speak.” 


OHAPTEIl IV. 

Wfi henrd the Terbir, so those Arabs aUI 
Tlieir shoiu of onset, when with Umd acclaim 
Tliry oha.IIonfTod Hoavon, m if demandiijjjr conquest. 

1'iio battle and through tl»e btirb’rou's herd, 

Fifdit, 1 iuiii Paradis© ! was all tboir cry. 

The Sifge o/Bamasc’M. 

TriE voice of northem soldier, although modified by feelings 
of respect to thWhnperor, and even attachment to his captain, had 
nipre of a tone’%f Idunt sincerity, nevertheless, than was usually 
hiard by the sjtt^i'cd echoes of the imperial })alace; and though the 
^Princess Anna Comnena began to think that she had jnvv)ked the 
Opinion of a severe judge, she was sensible, at the same time, by the 
deference of his manner, that his respect w'as of a character more 
real, and hi.s apnlause, sliould she gam it, wmuld prove more truly 
flattering, than the gilded assent of the whole court h^ Inn- fatlior. 
iS^he gazed with’ some surprise and attention on Here ward,, already 
<fescnbed a.s a very hand.some young man, and felt the nntliral desire 
fit) please, which is easily created in the n»ind towarfj;? a fine person 
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of the other sex. His attitude was easy and bold, but neither clown- 
ish nor uncourtly. His title of a barbarian placed him at onco free 
from the forms of civilised life, and the rules of artificial politeness. 
But his character for valour, and the noble self-confidence of his 
bearin^r, g'ave him a deepci' interest than would have been acquired 
by a more studied and anxious address, or an excess of reverential awe. 

In short, the Princess Anna. Comnena, lii^h in rank as she was, 
and born in the imperial purple, whicli slic herself deemed the first 
of all attributes, felt herself imvertheless, in jircnaring’ to resume the 
recitation of her history, UjA;'«nxioua to obtain the approbation of 
this rude soldier, than thaSHi^l the rest of the courteous audience. 
She know them well, it is felt nowise solicitous about the 

apidause which the dau^lite^r the Emperor was sure to receive with 
full lujuds from those of the Grecian court to whom she mi^dit choose 
to communicate the productions of her fathers dau^rhtor. But she 
liad now a jnd,<?c of a new character, whose applause, if bestowed, 
must have something in if intrinsically real, .since it could only be 
obtained by affectin^r his head or his heart. 

It was perhaps under the influence of these feeling that the Prin- 
cess was somewhat longer than usual in finding* out the passage in 
the roll of hivstorv at which slic purpo.sed to commence. It was also 
noticed, that she began her recitation with a diffidence and embarrass- 
ment surprising to the noble iiearcrs, who bad often scon lior in full 
possession of her presence of mind before what they conceived a more 
distinguished, and even more critical audience. 

-Neil her were the circumstances of the Varangian such as rendered 
(he scene iudifrenuit to Iiini. Anna Ooinncna liad ittdeed attained 
her fifth lustre, and that is a period after which Grecian b<‘anty is 
understood to commence its decline. How long she had passed that 
critical period was a secret to all but the truste<l ward- women of the 
purple ebambtw. Enough that it wais affirmed by f iic ])opul.‘ir tongue, 
and seemed to be attcvstful by that bent towards philosophy and litera- 
ture, whicli is not supposed to be coug-enial to beauty in its carlii'v 
bmls, to amount to one or two years more. 81 ie miglit be seveu-aud- 
twenty. • 

Sfill Anna Comnena was, or had very lately been, beauty of the 
very first rank, and must bo supposed to Iflivc still retained cliarm.s 
to captivate a barbarian of the north ; if, indeed, lie himself w as not 
careful to maintain an heedful ijicollcction of tlie imraejisurable dis- 
tance between them. Indeed, oven this recollection might hardly 
have .saved Heroward from the charms of this emdiantress, bold, free- 
born, and fearless as lie was; for, during that time of strange revolu- 
tions, there w*ere many instances of successful generals sharing the 
concli of imperial princesses, whom perhaps tliey had thernselve'?* 
rendered yidows in order to make w^ay for their own pretensions. 
But, besides the influence of other recollections, which the reader may 
learn liorcafter, Hereward, thoug-h flattered by the unusual degree of 
attention whi^ih the Princess bestowed upon him, saw in her only 
the daughter of his Emperor and adopted liege lord, -^-nd the wife of 
a noble f>rince, whom reason and duty alike forbade him to think of 
in any other light. 
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It was after one or two preliminary efforts that the Princess Anna 
beg'aii her readin| 2 f, with an nnccrtain voice, which gf^^incd strength 
iand fortitude as she proceeded with the following passage from a 
well-known part of her history of Alexius Comneuus, but which un- 
fortunately lias not been republished in the Byzantine historians. 
The narrative cannot, therefore, bo otherwise than acceptable to the 
antiquarian reader ; and the author hopes to receive the thanks of 
the learned world for the recovery of a curious fragment, which, 
without his exertions, must probahl}’- have passed to the gulf of total 
oblivion. 


Mctreat of Slnoliicea, 

NOW FlllrtT rUBLTSHED FllOM THK OUKEK OF Till*: miXrKSS 
COMNEXa’s mSTOKY OF HEIl FATIlEit. 

The sun had betaken himself to his bed in the ocean, ashamed, 
it would seem, t<o see the immortal army of our most sacred Emperor 
Alexius surrounded by those barbarous hordes of unbelieving barba- 
rians, who, as described in our last chapter, had occupied the various 
passes both in front and rear of the lloinans,^ secured during^ the 
preceding night by the wily barbarians. Allhougli, therefore, a 
triumphant course of advance had brought us to tnis point, it now 
became a serious and doubtful question whether our victorious eagles 
might be able to ponetrate any farther into the country of the enemy, 
or even to retreat with safety into their own. 

‘‘ The extensive acquaintance of the Emperor w'ith military affairs, 
in which he exceeds most living princes, had indiiec'd him, on the 
preceding evening, to ascertain, with marvellous exactitude and fore- 
sight, tlie precis(i position of the enemy. In this most necessary 
service Jio employed certain light-armed barbarians, whose habits and 
oisciplinc had hcoii originally derived from the wilds of Syria; and 
if 1 am required to speak according to the dictation of Truth, .seeing 
she ought always to sit upon the pen of a liistorian, I muvt needs say 
I they wore inticjpls like their enemies ; faithfully attached, however, to 
the Ilonnin service, and,^is 1 believe, true, slaves of the Emperor, to 
whom they communicated the infonnatiou required by him rtvspect- 
ing the position of his dr(‘aded oppqpent dezdegerd. These men did 
not bring i 1 ^tlleir information till long after tlie hour when the Em- 
peror usually betook himself to rest. 

Notwithstanding tlii.s derangement of his most sacred time, our 
imperial father, who Lad postponed the ceremony of di.srohing, so 
important were the nece.s.sities of (he moment, continued, until deep 
in the nigltilJ, to hold a council of his wisest chiefs, men whose deptli 
of judgment might have saved a sinking world, and who now consult- 
ed what was to be done under the pressure of the circumstances in 
which they wexo now placed. And so great was the urgency, that 
all ordinary observances of the liousehola were set a.siao, since I have 

1 More properly termed tljc Gretks; but wo the pljrasroloi^'of the fuir 

„OtllOTCSS. 
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heard from tho??o who witnessed tlio fact, that tlie royal bed was 
displayed in the very room wliere the conneiJ assembled, and that 
the sacred lamp, called the Light of the Council, and which always 
burns when the Emperor presides iii person over the deliherations 
of his servants, was for that night — a thing unknown in our annals — 
fed with unperfumed oil ! ! ” 

The fair speaker here threw her fine form into an attitude which 
expressed holy horror, and the hearers intimated their sympathy in 
the exciting cause by corresponding signs of interest; as to wfiich 
w^e need only say, that the sigh of Achilles Tatius w'as the most 
jiathetic ; while the groan of Agelastes the hJlephant was deepest 
and most treinondously bestial in its sound. IJorcward seemed 
little moved, except by a sliglit motion of surprise at the wonder 
(jx])ressed by the otlu'rs. Tlie Princess, having allowed due time 
for the sympathy of her hearers to exhibit itself, proceeded as foU 
lows : — 

“ In this melhncholY situation, when even the best-established and 
most sacred rites of the imperial household ^ave way to the necessity 
of a hasty provision for the morrow, tlie opinions oi the coimsellorH 
W'ero difierent, according to their tempers and habits ; a thing, by 
the ivay, which may be remarked as likely to happen among the best 
and w isest on such occasions of doubt and danger. 

‘‘ 1 do not ill this place put down the names and opinions of those 
whose counsels were proposed and rejected, herein paying respect to 
the sccrcsy and freedom of debate justly attached to the imperial 
cabinet. Enough it is to say that some flicro were wdio advised a 
speedy attack upon the enemy, in the direction of onr original ad- 
vance. Others thought it was safer, and iniglit be easier, to force 
can* way to the rear, and retreat by the same course which liad 
lu'oiiglit us hither; nor must it he concealed, that there w’cre per- 
sons of uususpcctod fidelity who proposed a third course, safer in- 
deed tliau the others, hut totally alien to the mind of our most 
magnanimous father, ".riicy recommended that a confidential slave, 
in company with a minist(?r of^ the interior of our impcu'ial palace, 
should be sent to the tent of Jexdegcrd, in order to ascertain upon 
w'hat terms the barbarian would permit oiv triumphant father to re- 
treat in safety at the head of his victorious army. On learning such 
opinion, our imperijil father was lieard to exclaim, ‘Sancta Sophia!' 
being the nearest approach to an adjuration which tlie has been 
known to permit himself, and was apparently about to say some- 
thing violent, both concerning the dishonour of the advice, and the 
cowardice of those by whom it was preferred, when, recollecting the 
mutability of human things, and the misfortune of several of his 
Majesty's gracious predecessors, some of whom had been compelled 
to surrender their sacred persons to the infidels in the same region, 
his Imperial Majesty repressed his generous feelings, and only suf- 
fered his army counsellors to understand his sentimejits by a speech, 
in which he tleclarcd so desperate and so dislionourahlo a course 
would he llic last wdiich he -wonld adopt, even in the last extremity 
of danger.' 'riins did the judgment of this mighty Pnnee at on^ 
reject counsel seemed shameful to his arms, mul thereby encou? 
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agfo the zeal of his troops, while privately he kept this postern in 
reserve, which in utmost need mi^fhfc serve for a safe, tnoiig:h not 
altoj^ethcr, in loss urivent circumstances, an hoiiourahle retreat. 

** When tin; discussion Inul reached this melancholy crisis, the re- 
nowned Achilles Tati ns arrived with the hopeful intellig’ence that he 
himself and some soldiers of his corps had oiscovered an opening on 
tlie left flank of our ))reseiit encampment, by which, making’ indeed 
a considerable circuit, but reachingr, if we inarched with vigour, the 
town of lisioilicca, we might, by falling back on our resources, be in 
some jneasurc in surety iu’om the enemy. 

“ So soon as this ray of hope darted* on the troubled mind of our 
gracious father, ho }noceeded to make such arrangements as might 
secure the full benefit of the advantage. His Imperial Highness 
would not permit the brave Varangians, wliose battle-axes Tie ac- 
counted the flower of his imperial army, to take the advanced posts 
of assjiiliints on the jircsent occasion. He repressed the love of 
battle l>y v. bicli these generous foreigners have been at all limes dis- 
tinguished, and directed that the Syrian forces in the army, v/ho have 
been before inoKlioned, should be assembled with as little noise as 
possible in the vicinity of the deserted pass, with instructions to 
occujiy it. Tlu‘ good genius of the empire suggested tliat, as their 
speeidi, arms, and nppearanc(M'escmbled those of the enemy, they 
might be permitted unopposcid to take post in the defile with their 
light-urined forces, and thus secure it for the passage of tlie rest of 
the army, of which he proposed that the Varaugiausi immediated^’ 
attached to iiis own sacred person, should form the vanguard. The 
welhknow?! battalions, termed the Immortnls, came next, comprising 
the gross of the arm}', and forming the centre and rear. Achilles 
Tat ins, the faithful Follower of his Royal Master, although mortified 
that he was not permitted to assume the charge of the rear, which 
he had ]>roposed for liimsolf and his valiant troops, as the i>ost of 
danger a,t the time, olu'erfully acquiesced, nevertheless, in tiio ar- 
rangemc'.Tit proposed hy the Emperor, as most fit to effect the imjio- 
rial safety, and that, of the army. 

“ 1'ho imperial oiders, as they were sent instantly ahrodd, were in 
like mwinu r (‘.vecuted vvitli the re.‘i.dicst punctuality, the rather that 
they in<licat(;d a. course oisafety which had been almost (lespairod of 
even by liie oldest soldiers. During the dead period of time w hen, 

the divi])^, Horner tells us, gods find men are alike asleep, it. was 
found that the vigilance and prudence of a single individual had pro- 
vided safety for the wlioh; Roman army. The pinnacles of the moun- 
tain-passes wore scaj^^cly touched hy tlie earliest beams of the dawn, 
when these heains^^Gire also reflected from the steel caps and spears 

the Syrians, m^er the command of a captain named Monastras, 
who, with his <Tibe, had attached himself to the empire. ‘^Tlie J^hn- 
Pl^^iat head of hi.« faithful Varangians, defiled thi'ough llio 
Itepder to gain that degi'ee of advance on tlie road to tlie 
^0% of jUSIdicci^ which was desired, so as to avoid conA’ug into colli- 
si6n w fertile barbarians. 

“ a goodly sight to see the dark mass of nortliern warriors, 
'S'khcfc.llffw led the van oi the array, movincr slowlv and s^cadilv ibv.m«^‘!i 
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the defiles of the mountaiiis, around the insulated rocks and preci- 
pices, and flurmountin,o* the gentler acclivities, like the course of a 
strong and niig'hty river ; while the loose bands of archers and jave- 
liu-mcni, armed after the Eastern mafiner, were dispersed on the 
steep sides of the defiles, and migfht be coinpared to liijht foam upon 
the edg-e of the torrent. In the midst of the squadrons of the life- 
ffuard migrht be seen the proud war-horse of his Imperial Majesty, 
which pawed the earth indigriiantly, as if impatient at the delay which 
separated hini from his august burden. The Emperor Alexins him- 
self travelled in a litter, borne by eight strong African slaves, that he 
might rise perf(‘etly refreshed if the army should be overtaken by 
the enemy. The valiant Achilles Tatius rode near the couch of his 
master, that none of those luminous ideas, by which our august sire 
so often decided the fate of battle, might be lost for want of instant 
communication to those whose duty it was to execute them. I may 
also say, that there were close to the litter of the Erapeivu’ three or 
four carriages of the same kind ; one prepared for the Moon, as she 
may be termed, of the universe, the gracious Enqiress Irene. Among 
the others which niight be mentioned was that which contained the 
aulhorcss of this history, unworth)*^ as she may be of distinction, :sa.ve 
as the danghtcr of the eminent and sacred persons whom t]V*i narra- 
tion chiefly concerns. In this manner the imperial army press(‘d on 
through the dangerous detiles, where their march was cxpos^nl to 
insults from the bitrbariaus. They were happily cleared ■without any 
opposition. Wjjeu we came to the descent of the pas^ winch looks 
down on the city of Laodicea, the sagacity of the EnquM'or com- 
manded the van— which, though the soldiers conqio.^ing the same 
were heavily armed, had hitherto marched extremely Inst^-to iialt, 
as w'cll that they themselves might take some repose and refresh- 
ment, as to give the rearward forces time to conic u]), and close 
vari( HIM gaps which the rapid movement of those in front iiad occa- 
sioned in the line of march. 

“ The phice chosen for this purpose was eminently heaiUirul, from 
the small and comparatively insignificant ridge of hills whicli melt 
irregularly down into the plains stretching hetweeu the pass which 
we occupied and Laodicea. The town was f.^>out one 'duudr<'d sl.fidia 
distant, and somtMif our more sanguine warriors pretended that they 
could already discern its towers mid pinnacles glittering in the I'arly 
beams of the sun, which had no? as yet risen liigh into ^he hori/mi. 
A mountain torrent, which found its source at tlie foot of a huge 
rock, tlmt, yawned to give it birth, as if struck by the rod of the 
proj>liet Moses, poured its liquid treasure down to the more level 
country, nourishing herbage and even large trees in its descent, un- 
til, at tlie distance of some four or five miles, the stream, at least in ^ 
dry aeasoijH, was lost amid heaps of sand and stones, whicli in the 
rainy season marked the strength and fury of its current. 

“ It was pleasant to see the attention of the Emperor to the com- 
forts of the compaiiions and guardians of his march. trumpets 
from time to time gave license to various parties of the Varangians 
to lay dow^T their arms, to eat the food which wuxs distribntetl to 
them, and qucndi their thirst at the pure stream, which poured 
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homities down the hill, or they mi^jht be seen to extend their bult 
forms upon tlie turf around them. Tiie Emperor, his most serem 
spouse, and the princesses and Jadies, were also served with break 
fast, at the fonutfiiii formed by the awnll brook in Us very birth, ana 
which tlic reverent feeliiisrs of the soldiers htid left iwpolJnted by 
vul^fifar touch, for the use of that family, empliatically said to be born 
in the piir/)lo. Our beloved husband was also present on this occa- 
sion, and was amon^ tlie first to detect one or the disavSters of the 
da^r. For although all the rest of the repast had been, by the dex- 
terity of the officers of the imperial mouth, so arranged, even on so 
awful an occasion, as to exhibit little difference frpm the ordinary 
provisions of the household, yet, when his Imperial Highness called 
for wine, beliold, not only was the sacred liquor, dedicated to his own 
peculiar imperial use, wholly exhausted or left behind, but, to use 
the language of Horace, not the vilest Sabine vintage could be pro- 
cured ; so that liis Imperial Highness was glad to accept the offer of 
a rude Varangian, who jirofFered his modicum of decocted barley, 
which these barbarians prefer to the juice of the grape. The Empe- 
ror, ncverthelc1<s, accepted of this coarse tribute.” 

“ Insert,” said the Emperor, who had been hitherto either plunged 
in deep contemplation, or in an incipient slumber, “insert, 1 say, 
these very words: ‘And with the heat of the morning, and anxiety 
of so rapid a march, with a numerous enemy in his rear, the Em- 
})eror was so thirsty, as never in his life to think beverage more 
delicious.’ ” 

In obedience to her imperial father’s orders, the Princess resigned 
the manuscript to the beautiful slave by whom it was written, re- 
peating to the fair scribe the commanded addition, regniring her to 
note ft, as made by the express sacred command of the Emperor, and 
thou proceeded thus : — “ More I had said here respectini^ the fav- 
ourite liquor of your Imperial Highness’s faithful varang'ians ; but 
your Ilighnesa having once graced it with a word of commendation, 
this <dl., as they call it, doubtless because removing all disorders, 
“which tlicy term ‘ ailments,’ becomes a theme too lofty fqr the discus- 
sion of any inferior person. Suffice it to say, that tlius w-erc we all 
pleasantly engaged, the Radies and slaves trying to find some amuse- 
ment for the iiny>crial ears ; the soldiers, in a long line down the 
ravine, seen in different postures, seme straggling to the watercourse, 
some kcepk'g guard over the armsW their comrades, in which duty 
they relieved each other, wliile body after body of tlie remaining 
< roups, under command of the Protospathaire, and particul.arly 
those called Immortals,^ joined the main army as they came up. 
Those soldiers who were already exhausted were allowed to take a 
short n‘posc, after which they w'ere sent forward, with directions to 
advance stonily on the road to Laodicea; while their ‘leader was 

f itriicted, m mon as he should open a free communication with that 
y, to stjjtSd tlntlicr a command for reinforcements and refreshments, 
t for^i^ttiiig fitting provision of the sqcrcd wine for the imperial 

1 The or Iminortats, of the army of Constantinople, wero- a'sclect body 

.nani'^d, in luiitation of tijeaucient Persians, They were fiist embodied, according 
to by Michael Ducas. 
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month. Accord in<*ly, the Roman bandii of Immortals and others 
had resumed their march, ^nd iicld some way on their journey, it 
bein^ the imperial pJeasiu'^S' that the Varangians, lately the van* 
g'lmni, Hlioiild now form ffefirear of the whole army, no as to briii^ 
off in safety the Syriiin Ji^mffoops, by whom the hilly pass was stiS 
occupied, when we heard updri the other side of this detiJc, whicliwo 
find traversed with so mucJi safety, the awful sound of the Lelies^ as 
Jie Arabs mime their shout of onset, though in what language it is 
‘xpressed, it would bo hard to say. Pcrchaiiee some in this audience 
nay enlighten rny ignorance.” 

“ May 1 sneak and live ! ” said the Acouloullios Achilles, proud of 
lis literary knowledge, *‘tJio words are, Alla ilia alia, Mokahied re- 
'Oiil allaA TJiose, or something like them, contain the Arabs* pro- 
essioji of faith, which they always call out when they join battle ; I 
lave heard them many limes.” 

“And so have I,” said the Emperor; “and as thou didst, 1 warrant 
ne, 1 have sometimes wished myself anywhere else than within hear- 

iig.” 

All the circle were alive to liear the answer of Achi?losS Vatius. He 
vas too good a courtier, however, to make any imprudent re])]y. “It 
ras my ilaty,” lie rcjilicd, “ to ilesiro to be as near your Imperial 
lighness as your faithful Follower ought, wherever you might wish 
'ourself for the time.” 

Agelastes and Zosirnus exchanged looks, and the Princess Anna 
Joinnona. proceeded in her recitation. 

'J'lie cause of tliese ominous sounds, whicli came in wild confusion 
ip the rocky jiass, were soon explained to us by a dozen cavaliers, 

0 wliom the task of bringing intelligence had been as^ilvn(H{. 

These informed us that the barbarians, whose host liad betm dis- 
lersed around the jiositioii in which we bad encamped tlie preceding 
lay, bad not been enabled to got their forces togetlier until our ligdit 
ro( ps were evacuating the posts they had occupied tor securing 
he retreat of our army. They wore then drawing off from the tops 
>f the hills pito the pa^s itself, whe-n, in despite of the rocky groiiiid, 
licy were cha-rgod furioii'nly bV Jozdegcru, at the head of a large 
xaiy of his followers, which, after repeated exertuhis, lie hail at 
eiigih brought to operate on the rear of the Syrians. Kotwiih- 
landing that flic pass was unfav|urable for cavalry, the personal ex- 
rtions of the infidel chief made iiis followers advance Wjih a dcj^i-ee 
>f resolution unknown to the Syrians of the Roman army, who, find- 
ng' themselves at a distance Iroin their companions, formed the 
njui'ious idea that they w'erc left there to be sacrificed, and thought 
if tliglit ill various directions, rather than of ii combined and resolute 
esislaiice. The state of affairs, therefore, at the further end of the ' 
lass, was less favourable than we could wish, and those whose ciiri- 
).sity desired to see soincthiug which might be termed the rout of 
he rear of an army, beheld the Syrians pursiu'd from the hill tops, 
>verv\ helmed, find hKlividiially cut down and made pfTsoners by the 
Kinds o%ajtiff Mussulmans. 


I God is G oil— Mahomet is the prophet Ciotl.” 
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“ Iljs limperial Highness looked upon the scene of batllo for n ie 
minutes, and, much comniovod at what he suu', nvw somowhai hast^ 
in bis directions to the Vnrati^iam to resunio their anus, and pro 
cipitaio their march towards Laodicea ; yvlieivupon one of those 
northern soldiers said boldly, thougfU in 0 {)position to the iinj)(*riul 
'Comniaud, ‘ if we attenipt to hastily down this liill, our rear-^^iiard 
will be confused, not only by our own burry, but by these runaway 
scoundrels of Syrians, wlio iu their headlonj*’ lii^bt will not fail to 
mix Ibemselves simoim* our ranks. Let two Imndved Varangians, 
who will live and die for the honour of Engiand, abide in the very 
tliroat of iliis pass with inCj %¥’li!lc the rest escort the Emperor to 
this Laodicea, or whatever it is called. We may perish in our defence, 
but we shall (lie in our duty ; and I have little doubt but we shall fur- 
nish sucli a meal as w ill stay the stornaeh of these yelping' hounds 
from seeking any fartljer banquet tliLs day.’ 

My imperial father at once discovered the importance of tliis ad- 
vice, though it made him well-nigh weep to see wdtli what mishrink- 
ing lid('lity these ])(kur baiharians pressed to fill up the niimhor of 
those who were to undertake this desperate duty — with wdiat kind- 
ness <hi‘y took leave of their comrades, and with W'hat jovial shouts 
they followed their sovereign with their eyes as ho proeee<led on his 
maieh down the hill, leaving them behind t(j re.'.ist t'uid jierish. The 
]ni])eria,l <?yes w<‘io filled with tears; and J am not ashamed to con- 
fess, that iunid tlie terror of the nioment, the Empress, and 1 myself, 
forgot our rank in paying a similar tribute to tlicse bold and self-de- 
Yotod men. 

“We left their leader cjirefully carrying* his hantiral of Cvunrades 
in (livelier of tile where lh<; middle path was occupied by ihoir 
centre, whihi their wings on either side were so disposed as to act 
Uj)on the flanks of the enemy, should ht; rashly prt^ss upoji siieli as 
appeared ()pj>osed to him in the road. We had not ]}rocood('d lialf 
wav towards llie plain, when a dreadful shout arose, in which ihe 
yells of the Arabs wei e mingled with the deep and more regular shout 
which these strangers usually repeat thrice, as well wd’en bidding 
hail U) tlieir eominaiulcrs and princes, as wiieii in the act of engag- 
ing in ba,tlJ<i. ^Many a iuok was turned back by their comrades, and 
many a form w'us seen in the ranks which might have elaiimal Die 
chisel id' a seuiiitur, while the solditjfr hesitated whether to fojhiw the 
line of his &n(.y, which called him to march forward with his Empe- 
ror, or the impulse of courage, which prompted liiin to rush hack to 
his comiianions. Discipline, how'ever, prevailed, aud the uuiiu 
body marched on. ^ 

“An hour had elap^iE^^riug wdiieh we heard, from time to time, 
the mdse of battley wwSpbourited Varangian presented liimsclf at 
the side of tlie litter. The horse was covered Vith foam, 

and had ohvit>n^,';i^d) his trappings, the fineness of liis limbs, and 
^p;^Djailnoss joints, been the charger of soiqc chief of the 
which fallen by the chance of battle into the possession 
of tlm northei^'w'arrior. The broad axe which the Varan^lian bore 
was also stahied with blood, and the paleness of death itself was 
upon his countenance. These marks of recent battle were held suf- 
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ficieiit to excuse the irregularity of his salutatiou, while lie exclaimed 
— ^iVoh/e Frhicc, the Araba iti'e defeated, ami you way pursve yom 
march at mere lelsvro.* 

*' Where is Jexdofjrerd said the Emperor, who had many reasons 
for dreading’ this celebrated chief. 

“ Mezdeg’ertJ/ continued the Varangian, ‘is where brave men are 
viio fall in their duty.* 

“‘And that is,* said the Emperor,' impatient to know distinctly 

Jie fate of so formidable au adversary 

‘*'*WJj(ire I am now g’oiiig,* answered the faithful soldier, who 
lropp(?d fi‘om his horse as ho spoke, and expired at the feet of the 
itter-bearers. 

“ The Emperor called to his attendants to sec that tlio body of this 
aithfnl retainer, to whom he destined an honourable ae])nlcljre, was 
lot left to the jackall or vulture; and some of his bretlireii, the 
\ng'l<)-8axons, among whom he was a man of no mean repute, raised 
ho body on their shoulders, and resumed liieir march with this 
Ldditional encumbrance, prepared to tight for tlieir piccious burden, 
ike the valiant Menelaus for the body of Patrochis.’* 

'i'Jie Princess Anna Comnena here naturally paused *, i'or, having 
Lttained wliat slui probably considered as the rounding of a period, 
be was willing to galber an idea of the feelings of her audience, 
ndeed, but that she luul been intent upon lier own nniiiuseript, the 
inotioiis of the foreign soldier must have more early aitraeted lier 
.tteution. In the beginning of her recitation, he bad re.tained the 
aiue altitude which he had at first assumed, stifi’and rigid as a seu- 
iijL*! ujioi! duty, ami apparently remembering nottiing save tljat he 
vas i»erfonning that duty in presence of the imjierial ('(/ur(. As the 
ian-a,iive ailvanced, however, he appeared to lalce more intmi'st in 
vbat \^as read. The anxious fears exprcssi-d by the various leaders 
iU the juidiiight council, be listened to with a smile of su))]u'osriod 
(‘oiitcmpl, and lie almost laughed at the praises bo.siowcd u]n>n the 
Iciidm- of iiis own corps, Achilles Tatius. Nor did even lin* name of 
the ICniperc^', though listened to* respectfully, gain (bat applause for 
V, liicb liis daughter fought so hard, and used so much ^‘Xagge^'alioii. 

rlitlaa‘to tlie Varangian's countenance inHicatod very sligiitly ,iity 
biiernai emotions; but they appeared to take a deeper hold on his 
aiind as she came to the descriptjm of tiie halt afler the main army 
jaid cleared the pass ; the unexpected advance of the Arifts ; the re- 
treat of the column which escorted the Emperor; and the account 
of the distant ongageiueut. He lost, on hearing the narration of 
thc.<e events, tlie rigid and constrained look of a soldier, who listened 
i,o the history of his Emperor with the same feelings with which he 
would have inountcd guard at his palace, liis colour hegan to come 
and go; hi^f eyes to lill and to sparkle; his limbs lo become more 
agiiaied than their owner seemed to assent to; and hi?) whole ap; ^ 
p(‘arance was clianged into that of a listener, liiglily intii»restcd by thb ' 
reebatiou wbicB he liears, and insensible, or forgetful, of whatever ' 
tibc is pa^iiipg before him, as well as of the quality of those who are 
present. • 

As the,luslorim* proceeded, Ilcrcward bectyne less able to conceal 
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hh agitation; and at iho moment the Princoniy looked round, Im 
feelings became so acute, that, forgoUing where ho was, he dropped 
his pouderous axe ujwn the door, and, clasping his hands together, 
exclaimed, — “My unfortunate brotlier! 

All were startled by the clang* of the falling weapon, and several 
persons at once attempted to interfere, as called ui)on to explain a 
circumstance so unusual. Achilles Tatius made some small progress 
til a speecli designed to apologise for the rough inode of venting his 
sorrows to which Jlereward had given way, by assuring the eminent 
persons present,' that the poor uiicuhivated barbarian was actually 
younger brother to him who had commanded and fallen at the me- 
morable defile. The Princess said notl\ing, but was evidently struck, 
and affected, and not ill-i»leasod, ])orhaps, at having given rise to 
feelings of interest so flattering to her as an authoress. The others, 
each in their character, uttered incolnn-ent words of what was iiicaut 
to bo consolation ; for distress wbicli flows from a natural cause, 
generally attracts symjfathy even from the mo.^t artificial characters, 
I'ho voice of AJexius silenced all these im])erfcct sjieakers: “IJah, 
my brave soldier, bkl ward !” said the Emperor, “I must have been 
blind thnt 1 did nut sooner recognise Ihce, as I think there is a me- 
morandum entered, r(‘spccUng live hundred jiiiau;?; of gold due from 
ns to Kdwarvl the Varangian ; we have it in our secret scr^dl of .such 
liberalities for wincli we .stand indebted to our servitors, nor shall 
the payment he longer defmTcd.” 

“i^ot to me, if it may p'lease you, my liege,” said iho Anglo-l >ano, 
hastily composing his countenance into it.s rough gravity of linea- 
ment, “lest it should bo to one who can claim no intcre.st in your 
imperial muniflceuce. My name is llcreward ; that of Edward is 
home hy three of my companions, all of them as likely as I to liavc^ 
deserved vtiur Highness's reward for the faithful i»erformauce of 
tlicir duty.” 

Many a sign was made by 'J’athis in orelcr to gu.ird his soldier 
against the folly of declining the liberality of the Eoineror. Age- 
lastes spoke more ])Iain]y: “Young man,” lie said, rejoice in an 
honour so unexpected, and an.swer Imuceforth to no othc'l* naiuo save 
tliat of Edwafd, by wliiuHi ithatli pleased the light of the world, as it 
poiireil a ray upon tlicc, to distinguish thee from other barhariaii.s. 
\Vliat is to thee the font-stone, pr the priest officiating thereat, 
diouldst tlfoii have derived from mtlicr any epithet different from 
that by which it hath now ])leased the Emperor to distinguish llicv 
from the common imiss of humanity, and by wdiich proud cliyiinctiou 
Ihou hast now a right to be known ever afterwards?” 

“Horew'ard was the name of my father,” said the soldier, w ho had 
now altogether recovered hi.s composure. “I cannot abandon it 
while 1 honour his memory in dealh. Edward is the. title of my 
5 omrade— I must not run the risk of usurping^ liis intere.st.” 

; “ Peace aiy ” interrupted the Emperor. “ If v/e have made a mis- 
take, we are rich enough to riglitit; nor sliall llcreward be the 
loorer, if an Edward shall be found to merit this gratuity.” 

“Your lliglmcss may trust that to your affectionate cro/lsort,” an^ 
jwered the Empress J i cue. 
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most sacvcd Hj^hness/" said the Princess Anna Comnena^ 
80 nvaricioiisly desiroaa to do whatever is good and gracious, 
that he leaves no room even for his nearest connections to display 
generosity or munificence. Nevertheless, I, in my degree, will 
testify my gratitude to this brave man ; for where his exploits are 
mentioned in this history, I will cause to be recorded, — ‘Tliis feat 
was done by Hereward the Anglo-Dane, whom it hath pleased his 
Imperial Majesty to callEdwai'd.’ Keep this, good youth,” slie con- 
tinued, bestowing at the same time a ring- of price, “in token that 
we will not forget our engagement.” 

Hereward accepted the token with a profound obeisance, and a 
discomposure which his station rendered not unbecoming. It was 
obvious to most persons present, tliat the gratitude of the beautiful 
Princess was expressed in a manner more acceptable to the youthful 
life-guardsman, than that of Alexius Comnenus. He took tlie ring 
with gi-eat demonstration of thankfulness : — Precious relic I ” lie 
said, as he saluted this pledge of esteem by pressing it to liis lips ; 
‘‘we may not remain long together, but be assured, ”J)ending reve- 
rently to the Princess, “ that death alone shall part us.” 

“Proceed, our princely daughter,” said the Empress Irene; “you 
have done enough to show that valour is precious to her who can 
confer fame, wliether it he found in a Roman or a barbarian.” 

The Princess resumed her narrative with some slight appearance 
of embarrassment. 

“Our movement upon Laodicca was now resumed, and continued 
with goo«l hopes on the part of those eng-aged in the march. Yet 
instinctively we could not lielp casting oiif eyes to the rear, which 
Jiad been so long the direction in which we feared attack. At length, 
to our surprise, a thick cloud of dust was visible on tlic descent of 
tlie hill, half way betwixt us and the place at which we had halted. 
8ome of the troops who composed our retreating body, particularly 
those in the rear, began to exclaim, ‘The Arabs! Uic Arabs!’ and 
their march assumed a more precipitate character when tliey be- 
lieved theinsqjvcs pursued by tbc enemy. But the Varangian guards 
iiffirmed with one voice, that the clust was raised by the remains of 
tlieir own comrades, who, left in the defence oi*the pass, had marched 
oif after having so valiantly maintained the station intru.sted to them. 
I’liey fortified their opinion by prcjfessionai rctnarks that the cloud 
of dust was more concentrated than if raised by the Arab iTorse, and 
they even pretended to assert, from their knowledge of such cases, 
that the number of their comrades liad been much diminished in the 
action. Soreie Syrian Iiorseinen, despatched to reconnoitre the ap- 
proaching body, broiiglit intelligence corresponding with the opinion 
of the Varangians in every ])articular. 7iie portion of the body- 
guard had b(‘^tcn back the Arabs, and their gallant leader had slam 
tlieir chief Jezdegerd, in which service he was mortally wounded, as 
this history hath already mentioned. The survivors of«4jfec detach- 
ment, dirninishcd*'l)y one half, were now on their inarch to join the 
Emjiert)!*, a>^last as the cmuimbrancc of bearing their wounded to a 
place of safety would permit. 

“The Enmeror Alexius, with one of those brilliant and benevolent 
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ideas wdiich mark liis paternal cluiracter towards his .soldiers, ordered 
all the litters, even that for his own most sacred use, to be instanlly 
sent back to relieve the bold Vm*augiaiia of the task of bedring* the 
wounded. The shouts of the Tarangfians’ gTatilnde may he more 
easily conceived than (le.scribcd,'W]ien they beheld tlie Emperor him- 
self descend from his litter, like an ordinary cavalier, and assume his 
war-hoi\se, at the same time that the most sacred Empress, as well as 
the authoress of this history, witli other princesses born in the purple, 
mounted upon mules, in order to proceed upon the march, while their 
litters -were unhesitatingly assigned for the accommodation of the 
wounded men. This v/as indeed a mark, as well of military sagacity 
as of hunmnily ; for the relief afforded to the bearers of the wounded, 
enabled the survivors of those who had defended the defile at the 
fountain, to join us sooner than would otherwise have been possible. 

“ It was ail a,\vfiil thing to see those men who had left us in the 
full splendour wliich military equipment gives to youth and strength, 
again ap])oaring in diminished numbers — their armour shattered— 
their shields full of an ows— their offensive weaiions marked with 
blood, and they themselves exhibiting all the signs of desperate and 
rcccnl bridle. * IN or was it le.s» interesting to remark the meeting of 
the soldiers who had been engaged, with the comrades whom they 
had vejoiiH'd. The Emperor, at the suggestion of the triisiy Acam- 
lout/hos, permitted them a few inomcnts to leave their ranks, and 
learn from each other the fate of the battle. 

“ As the two bands mingled, it seemed a meeting where grief and 
joy hud a contest together. The most rugged of these barbarians. — 
and I who saw' it caAi bear witness to the fact, — as he welcomed with 
a gra.sf) of bis strong hand some comrade whom he had givi-n up for 
lost, laid his large blue eyes filled with tears at hearing of the loss of 
some one whomTic had hoped might have survived. Other vi'terans 
reviewed the standards wdiich had been in the conflict, satisfied them- 
selves tliat they had all been brought back in honour and safety, and 
counted the fresh arrow-sliots with which they had been })ierc(‘d,'in ad- 
dition to similar marks of former battlcB. All were loiul^iu the prai^'S 
of the In ave young leader they had l<)sl, nor were the ncclamatiivns 
less genei'.d in laud of«}um who had .succeeded to the command, wlio 
brought uj) tlio pa,rty of his deceased brother— and whom,” .said ilie 
rrinee.ss. in a few Winds which Reined a])paronlly interpolated for 
the occai^on, “1 now .assure of the high honour htul estiirmtion in 
which he Is hidd by the author of this history — that is, 1 would say 
by every nieinber,i>f ibe iinperial fninily— for his gallant services in 
such an im peri ant crisis.” 

Having liUg^ed.^yer lier tribute to her friend the Vai'angian, in 
which emotjieil» ^'to’led that are not willingly eispressed luffore so 
man> lieuror.-, lOoiniiciia proceeded with comi)Osif»’e in the ]>art 
of hcj' liistovy wlhoh was Jess personal. 

Wc hrj^uot huich time to make more observations on what passed 
I'^moiig tbos^Ame soldiers; for a few minutes ha\’1tng been allowed 
' to their feelffigs, the trumpet sounded the advance towards laiodicoa, 
and wo soon b.chelil IIjc town, now about four miles from us, in fields 
wliich ^ycve chiefly covered with trees. Apparenily the gtjrrison bad 
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ttlrciidy sortie notice of our approach, for carts and wains were seen 
advancing from the gates with refreshments, which the lieat of the 
day, the length of tlie march, and columns of dust, as well as the 
want of water, had rendered of the last necessity to us. I'lie soldiers 
joyfully; mended their pace in order to meet the sooner with the sup- 
plies of whieli they stood so much in need. But as the cup doth not 
carry in all cases the liquid treasure to the lips for which it was in- 
tended, however much it may be longed for, wlmfc was our mortifica- 
tion to behold a cloud of Arabs issue at full gallop from the wooded 
plain betwixt the Roman ai'my and the city, and throw Diem selves 
upon the waggons, slaying the drivers, and making havoc and spoil 
of Die contents! This, we afterwards learned, was a body of the 
enemy, headed by Varanes, equal in military fame, araon^ those in- 
fidels, to Jezdegerd, his slain brother. When this chieftain saw that 
it was probable that the Wiraugians would succeed in their desperate 
defence of the pass, he put himself at the head of a large body of 
cavalry; and as these infidels are mounted on horses unniatdied 
either in speed or wind, performed a long circuit, travoi’sed the stony 
ridge of liiils at a more nortlierly defile, and placed himself in am- 
buseadc in the wooded ijlain 1 have mentioned, with the hope of 
making an unexpected assault upon tlie Emperor and liis army, at 
the very time when Diey might be supposed to reckon upon an uii- 
ilispiite’d retreat. This surprise would ciu-tainly have tuken place, 
and it is not easy to say what might have been the consequence, had 
not the unexpected appearance of the train of waggons awnkened 
Djo unbridled rapacity of the Arabs, in spite of their eomniander’s 
prudence, and attemjits to restrain them. In this manner tlie pvo- 
iiosed arnbuswule was discovered. 

But Varanes, willing still to gain some advantage fr^nu (lie ra- 
pidity of his movements, assembled as many of his lioivcmen as could 
i)v' collected from the spoil, and pushed forward towards the Romans, 
wlu) had stopt short on their march at so imlooked for an ajiparition. 
'fhere was an uncertainty and wavering in our fiivt ranks which made 
tin ir hesitation known oven to so poor a judge oi‘ military demeanour 
as inyhelf. (Jn the contrary, the Varangians joined in {¥111011)110008 
ei’Y of ‘ Ihlls ’ ^ (that i.s, in tlieir language, battT'-axes) ‘ tt) the front!’ 
ami the Emperor’s most gracious will acceding to their valorous 
desire, tJiey pressed forward from iBe rear to thehend of tli^ eolnmn. 
i cjin luirdJy say Imw this inanceuvre was executed, but it w’as doubt- 
less by the wise dire^dions of my most serene father, distinguislicd 
, ior his presence of upon such difticult occasions. It was, no 
doii])t, much facilitated by the good-will of the troops themselves ; the 
Roman bands, called the Immortals, showing*, as It seemed to me, no 
less desire to fall into the rear, than did Die Varangians to occupy 
i tlui places which the Immortals left vacant in front. The manceuvre 
"Was so happily executed, that before Varanes and his Arabs had ar- 
rived at, the van of our troops, they found it occupied by thiTinflexible 
guard of iiortherft soldiers. I might have seen with my own eye.s, 

^ Villehardcmin rays, “Les Angloia et Danois mult bien rombattoint avec leura 

''{"iauhes.'' 
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ami called upon them as sure evidences of that which chanced upon 
the occasion. But, to confess the truth, iny eyes were little used to 
look upon such sig^hts ; for of Varanes’s charge 1 only beheld, as it 
were, a thick cloud of dust rapidly driven forward, tlii'ouffh which 
were seen the glitteriiig points of lances, and the waving mutnes of 
turbaned cavaliers imperfectly visible. The teebir was so loudly uU 
tered, that I was scarcely aware that kettle-drums and brazen cym- 
bals were sounding in concert with it. But this wild and outrageous 
storm was met as effectually as if encountered by a rock. 

‘‘ The Varangians, unshalccn by the furious charge of the Arabs, 
received horse and rider with a shower of blows from their massive 
battle-axes, which the bravest of the enemy could not face, nor the 
strongest endure. TJie guards strengthened their ranks also, W 
the hindmost ])ressing so close upon tliose that went before, after 
the manner of the ancient Macedonians, that the fine-limbed, though 
slight steeds of these Idumeans could not make the least inroad upon 
the iiorthe.rii phalanx. The bravest men, the most gallant horses, 
fell in the firt^t rank. The weighty, though short horse javelins, 
flung from the rear ranks of the brave Varangians, with good aim 
and sturdy arm, completed the confusion of the assailants, who 
turned their back in affriglit, and fled from the field in total confiisioih 

“ The enemy thus repulsed, wo proceeded on our march, and only 
halted^ when we recovered our half-plundered waggons. Here, als(. 
some invidious rci narks wore made by certain officers of the interiui 
of the household, who had beeu on duty over the stores, and having 
fled from their posts on the assault of the infidels, had only returned 
upon^ their being repulsed. These men, quick in malice, thoiigl 
slow- in perilous service, reported that, on this occasion, the Varan- 
gians so far forgot their duty as to constiine a part of the sacred wijH 
reserved for the imperial lips alone. It would be criminal to den> 
that this was a great and culpable oversight ; nevertheless, our im 
perial hero passed it over as a pardonable offence ; remarking in j 
jesting manner, that since lie hail drunk the aiL as they termed it 
of his trusty guard, the Varangians had acquired a right to quencl 
the thirst, aim to relieve the fatigue, whicli they had undergone tlia 
day in his defence, th(/.jigh they used for these purposes the sacret 
contents of the imperial cellar. 

“ In the mean time, the cavalfy of the army were despatched ii 
nui'suit or the fugitive Arabs ; and having succeeded in driving tlien 
behintl the chain of liills which had so recently divided them fron 
the Romans, the imperial arms might justly be considered as haviuf 
obtained a complete and glorious victory. 

“We are no:^.to mention the rejoicings of the citizens of Laodicca 
who, havi^^Jijtnessed from their ramparts, with alternate fear ant 
hope, th^»M|^ations of the battle, now descended to^’ congratnlat« 
the i^gr^ eoliqueror.” 

narrator was interrupted. The principal entrance 
of thpp^ttment flew open, noiselessly indeed, but-with both foldin/ 
leavepit once, not“as if to accommodate the entrance of an ordiuar 
courtier, studying to create as little disturbance as possible, but a 
if there was entering a person, who ranked so high as to make i 
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ituliffercnt liow much attention was drawn to liis motions. It could 
only be one born in the purple, or nearly allied to it, to whom such 
freedom was lawful ; and most of the guests, knowing* who were 
likely to appear in that Temple of the Muses, anticipated from the 
degree of bustle, the arrival of Nicephoriis Briennius, the sonon law 
of Alexius Oomnenus, the husband to the fair historian, and in the 
rank of Caisar, which, however, did not at that period imply, as in 
early ages, the dignity of second person in the Empire. Tlie policy 
of Alexius had interposed more than one person of condition between 
the Caesar and his original rights and rank, which had once been 
second to those only of the Emperor himself. 


CHAPTER V. 

Tho storm increases — 'tis no snmiy shower, 

Ko&tuvM in tlio raoist lireast ol March or April, 

Or such as jMU'chcJ Summer cools his lip with : 

Heaven’s windows are lltiiifi: wide ; tl»e imnost deeps 
Cull 111 hours'* jri’cetiijff one njiou another; 

On comes tlie flood in all its foainini^ horrors, 

And nil ere *8 the dike shall stop it ! 

The Dchhjfy a Poem, 

The distinguished individual who entered was a noble fTrecian, of 
stately presence, whose habit was adorned with every mark of dig- 
nity, saving tliose which Alexins Imd declared sacred to the Emperor’s 
own p(‘rson, and that of (he Sebastocrator, whom lie had established 
ns next in rank to the head of the Empire. Nicephorns Briennius, 
Nvlio was in the bloom of youth, retained all the ninrUs of that manly 
iieauty which had made the match accejitable to Anna Comnena ; 
wliilc political considerations, and the desire of attaching a powerful 
house as frieiully adherents of the throne, recommended the union 
to the Emperor. 

VVe have already hinted that the royal bride had, though in no 
great degree, the very doubtful advantage of Jears. Of her literary 
talents wc have seen tokens. Yet it was not believed by those who 
best knew, that, with tho aid of claims to respect, Aijipa Oorri- 
nena was successful in possessing the unlimited attaelimcnt of her 
liandsome husband. To treat her with apparent neglect, her cou- 
ncction with the crown rendered impossible ; while, on the other 
band, the power of Nicephorus’s family was too great to permit his 
being dictated to even by tlie Emperor liimsclf. He was possessed 
of faleiifs, as it was believed, calculated bolb for war and peace. 
His advice wa^i, therefore, listened to, and his assistance required, so 
that be claimed complete liberty with respect to bis own time, which 
he sometimes used with less regular attendauce upon the ^mple of 
tho Muses, than tUc goddess of the place thought lierself entitled to, 
or than Ihe’Empross Irene was disposed to exact on the part of her 
^daughter. Inc g<^od-huraourccl Alexius observed a sort of neutrality 
in tiiis matter, af^idjiept it as much ns possible fi;oin becoming visil^e 
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to the }xabUo^ conscious that it required the whole united strcn.^th o 
his family to maiiitain his place in so apfitated an empire. 

He pressed his son-in-law’s hand, as Niccphorus, passing' his fathe- 
in-law’s seat, bent his knee iu token of homag'e. The constraino 
manner of the Empress indicated a more cold reception of lier soi 
in-iaw, while the fair muse herself scarcely deig’ned to signify he 
attentio)) to Jiis arrival, when her handsome mate assumed theTacan 
seat by lier side, which wi'. liavc already made mention of. 

There Avas tin awkward pause, during wdiich the imperial son-in 
law, coldly roccivcil when lie expected to bo welcomed, attem])tod U 
enter into sonic light conversation with the fair slave Astarte, wlu 
knelt behind her mistress. This W'as interrupted by the IVinccsf 
commanding her attendant to enclose the manuscript M'itliiu ^ 
appropiato casket, and ‘convoy it with her own hands to the cabiiim 
of Apollo, the nsnal scene of the Princess’s studies, as the Temple o 
the Mnscs was that commonly dedicated to lier recitations. 

/flic Kmperor himself was the first to break an unpleasant silence 
“Pair son-in-lnv,” lie said, •‘though it now wears something: late ii 
the nig'lit, you will do yourself wrong if you permit our Anna tc 
send away tliat volume, witli which this company have been so deled 
ably (‘iitertained that they may well say, that the desert hath pro 
diic('d roses, and the barren rocks have poured forth milk and honey 
so agreeable is the narrative of a toilsome and dangerous campaign 
in the language of our daugliter.” 

“ The Osesar,” said the Empress, “ seems to have little taste fo 
such dainties as this family can produce, lie liath of late repeated^, 
absented liimself frtma this Temple of the Muses, and found doubt 
less 'more agreeable conversation aud amusement elsewhere.” 

“1 trust, madam,” said Nicephorus, “tliat my taste may vindicati 
me from the charge implied. Put it is natural that our sacret 
father should be most delighted with the milk and hoiuiv W'hicli is pi'( 
duced for his own special use.” 

Tim Jh'incess spoke in the tone of aliandvsomo woman oliendial b 
her ]ov(n-, and, feeling the olleuce, yet not indisposed to a recoi 
ciliatio)). 

“If,” slic said, “ thd’ deeds of Niceidiorus Briennius are less fre 
quenlly celebratf’d in that poor roll of parchment than those of m 
illustriovfA falluT, he miisit do mt the justice to remember that sue, 
was his own special revest ; cit^^iyoceeding from that modest 
which is justly ascribe# to him .^iPiTving to fcoften and adorn h 
other attributes, or bisrcause he wifli justice distrusts his wife's powt 
to compose Iheir eulogium.” 

“AVe will tlien surnmou back Aslarte,” said the Empress, “ wh 
cannot yet have carried her offering to the cabinet of Apollo.” 

“ Witli your imperial pleasure,” said l^icepljonis, “it^migbt inccTi> 
the Phylhia!i god wore a deposit to be recalled of which he alone ca 
fitly estiTirr.te iiie. value. J came hither to speak with the Empeiv 
upon preying afiiiirs of state, and not to hold a lifV'rary conversatir 
with a company which 1 must needs say is something/of a misc'v 
lancous description, since I behold an ordinary life-gmmlsinan in tl 
ipiporial circle.*' 
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** By the rood, son-in-law,” said Alexius, ‘‘ you do this gallant me 
wrong. He is the brother of that .brave Anglo-Haiie who secure 
tlie victory at Laodicca by his valiant conduct and death ; he himse 
is that Eainund— or Edward — or Hereward — to whom we are evt 
bound for securing the success of that victorious day. lie was callo 
into our presence, son-in-law, since it imports that yon should kuo 
so inuclJi to refresh the memory of my follower, Achilles Tatin«j,a 
well as mine ow'U, Concerning sonic /ransaefions of the day ol’ wln'ci 
we had become in some degree oblivions.” 

Truly, imperkl sir/' answered Brieiiniiis, “I grieve that, In 
Ijaving iiilrudcd on such important researches, I may have, in somt 
iegreo, intercepted a portion of that ligJjt whicli is to illuminate 
future ages. Methiuks that in a battle-hekl, ionglit under your im 
Kwial guidance, and that of your groat captains, voiir (‘vidonee inigfht 
veil supersede the testimony of such a man as me know,” 

le lidded, turning haughtilY to the Varangian, ‘‘what p:\rtieailar 
lion caust add tl)at is unnotfeed in the Friucess’s uan.il ivo ?” 

Tim Varangian replied instantly, “Only that w^mi wo made a 
ialtwt the fountain, the music that was there mud(^ hy fhe ladies of 
iio Emperor's household, and particulaidy hy tliose to ^\lU)m I now 
leliold, was the most exquittite that ever reached my ears.” 

“ Hah ! darcat thou to speak so audacious an opinion ? ” exclaimed 
Sieopherus; ‘Ms it f )r such as thou to suppose fora inoiuenL that 
the music wliich tlio wife and dangidcr of the Emperor might con- 
descend to mak(*, was intended toalToril cither inalim* of pleasure or 
of criticism to every plebeian barbarian who might hoar them? 
Begone from tliis place 1 )ior dare, on any pretext, again appear 
before mine eyes — under allowance always of our imperial father's 
ideaanre.” 

'.riie Varangian bent bis looks upon AchillcH Tatiiis, a^ Iho ])orsoi\ 
from wboni lie was to take his orders to stay or witlidraw. But the 
Eiiiipi'rur himsidf took up the subject with considcralde dignity. 

“ fcson,” he said, we cannot j)evmit this. On account of some love 
quarrel, as it would scorn, lietwdxt you and our. daughter, you allow 
yourself sti^augel v to forget our imperial rank, and t o qialcr from our 
presence tliose‘ wliom wo liave ]»Joased to dill to attend us. This is 
neither right nor seemly, nor is it our pleasure that, this same Here' 
ward— or Edward— or whatever %e liis naine—- either leave us at this 
present moment, or do at any time hereafter regulate hiifrself by any 
commands save our own, or those of our Follower, Achilles Tatius. 
And now, allowing this foolisli alfair, which 1 think was Idown among 
us iiy tlic wind, to pass as it came, wdthout farther iiolii e, we crave 
to know the grave matters of state which brouglit you to our pre- 
sence at so late an hour. — You look again atthis Varangjiiu. — With- 
hold not Yffur words, I pray jmii, on account of his proaence ; for ho 
-stands ftsliigh in our trust, andf'we are convinced with as good reason, 
as aiy counsellor who has been sworn our domestic se'^nt.” 

“ Tolicar i9l;o obey,” returned the Emperor’s son-iu-law, wdio saw 
that Alexius was somewhat moved, and knew that in such cases it 
was neither safe nor expedient to drive him to extremity. 

“ Wlint I hav^c to say,” continued he, “i^ust so soon bo public 
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news, that it little umtlers ^Yho hears it ; and jxt the West, so full of 
stran^ye chaiig’cs, never sent to the Eastern half of the g’lohe tiding’s 
so alarmin^r Rs those 1 now come to tell your Imperial Highness. 
'Europe, to" borrow an expression from this lady, who honours me hy 
calling me Imshand, seems loosened from its foundations and about 

to precipitate itself upon Asia ” 

So 1 did express myself,” said the Princess Anna Comnena, and, 
as 1 trust, not altogether nnforcibly, when we first heard that the 
wild impulse of those restless barbarians of Europe had drive]) c 
tempest as of a thousand nations \ipon our western frontier, with the 
extravagant purpose, as they pretended, of possessing themselves of 
Syria, and the holy places there marked as the scpnlchres of pro- 
phets, the martyrdom of saints, and the great events detailed in tlio 
l)lessed gospel. Hut that storm, by all accounts, hatli burst aiuT 
pass(‘d away, and we well hoped that the danger had gone with it, 
iievoully shall m'C sorrow to find it otherwise. 

“ And otherwise \vc must expect to find it,” said her husband. It 
is very true, as reported to us, that a huge body of men of low I’ank 
and litile niidefstanding, assumed arms at the instigation of a inad 
honnit, and look the road from Geniiaiiy to Ihuigary. ('xpecting 
miracles to be wrought in their favour, as wlieu Israel was guided 
ihrough the wilderness hy a pillar of flame and a cloiul. )Uit no 
showers of nninna or of ^piails relieved tlndr necessities, or pro- 
claimed them tlie chosen ])eople of ChHl. No waters gushed from 
the rock for their refreshment. They were, enraged at tlioir snff(*r- 
ings, and endeavoured to obtain supplies by pillaging the country. 
1'he J lungariiins, and other nations on our western frontiers, (’liris- 
tians/like tlieiuselves, did not hositute to fall upon this disorderly 
rabble; and inunense piles of bones, in wild passes and unfrequented 
deserts, attest the cjilamitous defeats which extirpated these unholy 
pilgrims.” 

“All this,” said the Emperor, “ we knew before; — hut what new 
evil now threatens, since we have already escaped so important a 
one?” 

“ Knew before ? ” said the Frinco Nicephorus. “ We knew nothing 
of oiir real danger befoiv?, save that a wild herd of aninnils, as brutal 
and as furious as wild bulls, threatened to bend their way to a pas- 
lure for which they had formed a\fancy, and deluged the Grecian 
empire aiiVv its vicinity in their passage, expecting that Palestine, 
wit 11 its streams of milk and honey, once more awaited them, as God’s 
liredestincd people. But so wild and disorderly an invasion liad no 
terrors for a civilised nation like the Romans. The brute herd was 
terrified by our Gfeelt fire; it was snared and shot down by the wild 
nations who, tliey pretend to independence, cover our frontier 
as with a pfO^^hg forlificaiion. Tlic vile multitude has been con- 
'&U.med eveii% very quality of the provisions thrown in their way, 
^-^tliose wkstgi^nieans of resistance which were at once suggested ty 
the patenial care of the Emperor, and hy his unfailing'* policy. 'Thus 
wisdom has played its part, and the hark overwhicli the tempest had 
poured its thunder, has escaped, notwithstanding all its violence, 
ihit tlio second storm, by which tlie former is so closely followed, ia 
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of a new (leseeni of these Western nations, more formidable than 
any which wo or onr fathers have yet seen. This consists not of the 
ignorant or of the fanatical — not of the base, the needy, and the im- 
]n'ovident. Now,— all that wide Europe possesses of what is wise and 
worthy, brave and noble, are united by the most religious vows, in 
tlic same purpose.” 

“ And what is that piu'pose ? Speak plaints” said Alexius. “ The 
destruction of our whole Roman empire, and the blotting out the 
very name of its chief from among the princes of the eartli, among 
which it has long been predominant, can alone be an adequate mo- 
tive for a confederacy such as thy speech infers.” 

‘‘No such design is avowed,” said Nicephorus; “and so many 
imncos, wise men, "and statesmen of eminence, aim, it is pretended, 
at notln'ng else than the same extravagant purjioso announced by 
the brute multitude who first appeared in these regions. Here- 
most gracious Emperor, is a scroll, in which you will find marked 
down a list of the various armies wliich, by different routes, are ap- 
proaching the vicinity of the empire. Behold, Hugli of Vennandois, 
called from his dignity Hugh the Great, hath set saTl from tlie shores 
of Jtnly. Twenty knights have already announced their coming, 
Bhoathod in armour of steel, inlaid with gold, bearing this proud 
greeting: ‘Lot the Emperor of Greece, and his lieutouaiits, under 
sltind that Hugo, Earl of Vermandois, is apjn’oaching his territories 
He is brother to the king of kings — The King of hh’ancc*,^ namely-- 
and is attoiulod by the flower of the Freiudi nobility. Ho hears the 
hlosseil banner of St rdcr, intrusted to his victorious care by the 
holy successor of the apostle, and warns thee of all this, that thou 
mayst ])rovide a reception suitalfie to his rank.’ ” 

“Here are sounding words,” said the Emperor; “hut ilie wind 
wlii(‘li whistles loudest is uot always most dangerous to the vessel 
Vv^c know something of this nation of France, and have heard more. 
They are as petulant at least as they arc valiant; w'e will llattci 
their vanity till we get time and opportunity for more cfrectual dc 
fence, ’f iish ! if words can pay debt, there is no fear of our exchequei 
l)(‘(*oniing*insolvcnt,-- What follows here, Nicephorus ? A list, I sup 
])o.se, of the followers of this great county' 

“ My liege, no ! ” answ'cred Nicephoru.s Briennins ; “ so main 
indepoiidcnt chiefs as your Impfjrial Highness sees in that memorial 
BO many iude])ondciit European armies are advancin^l^ by different 
routes towards the East, and announce the conquest of Palestine 
from the infidels as their common object.” 

“A dreadful enumeration,” said the Emperor, ns he perused the 
list; “yet so fiir happy, that its very lenglh assures us of the impos- 
sibility (hat so many princes can be seriously and consistently united 
in s(» wild a project. Thus already my eyes catch the well-known 
name of an old friend, our enemy— for such are the aUernate chaucct 
of neace and wav- -Bohemond of Antioch. Is not ho JJke son of the 
celebrated Robert of Apulia, so renowned among his countrymcin 
wdio raised himself to the rank of grand-duke from a simple cavalieV; 
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and became soveveig^n of those of Ins warlike nation, both in Sicily 
and Italy ? Did not the .standards of the Gcr&an Emperor, of tlie 
Koraan Pontiif, nay, our own imperial banners, g'ive way before him ; 
until, equally a wily statesman and a brave warrior, he became tlie 
terror of Europe, from beinff a knight whose Norman castle would 
have been easily garrisoned oy six xross-bows, and as many lances ? 
It is a dreadful family, a race of craft as well as power. But Bobc- 
mond, the sou of old Robert, will follow his father’s politics. He 
may talk of rhlestine and of the interests of Chris lendora ; but if I 
can make his iiitercstH the same with mine, ho is not likely to he 
guided by any other object. So then, with the knowledge I already 
|)OHses3 of his wishes and projects, it may chance that Heaven sends 
ua an ally in the guise of an enemy. — Whom have we next? God- 
frey,^ Duke of Bouillon— leading, I sec, a mo.:t forrnidabic band from 
the banks (>f a huge river called the llhinci^’ Wluit is this person’s 
cliarueter:” 

“As we hear,” replied Nicephorus, “tliis Godfrey is one of tlie 
wisest, noblest, and briivest of the leaders who have iluis str.'ingely 
put themselves in motion ; and among a list of indepoiident ])riiu;es, 
as inany in number as tliosc who assembled for the siege ot* Troy, 
and followed, most <d‘ them, by subjects leu times more numerous, 
this Godfrey may he regarded as the Agamemnon. The princes 
and counts esteem him, Ix'cause he is the foremost in the' ranks of 
those whom tiny fantastically call Knights, and also on acc(nint t»j' 
tlie good faith luid generosity which ho practises in all his transaci- 
tions. Tno cicrgy giro him "credit for the highest zoai for the doc- 
trines of religion, and a corresponding respect for tin' Church and 
its dignitaries. Justice, liberality,* and frankness, have equally {d- 
tachell to this Godfrey the low'cr class of the people. IBs genenil 
attention to moral obligations is a pledge to them that his religion 
is j'eal; and. gifted with so nnich that is excellent, he is already, 
although inferior in rank, birth, and power to many chiefs of tli,* 
crusade, justly regarded as one of its principal leaders.” 

“ Pity,^’ said the Emperor, “that a character such as you descvih(* 
this Prince to he, should be under the dominion of a 'fanaticism 
scarce worthy of Peter llK; Hermit, or the clownish nmltitude whi'di 
ho led, or of the very ass which he rode upon! whicli 1 am ajit lo 
tliink the wisest of the first multitude whom we beheld, seeing that 
it ran away^ towards Europe as soon as wat<?r and hfirhy became 
scarce.” 

“Might 1 he permitted here to speak, and yet live,” said Agelaste.'W 
“ I would remark that the Patriarch himBelf made a similar retreat 
so soon as blows be caiEle ])leiity and food scarce.” 

^ “Thou hast hit it, Agelastes,” said the Emperor; “but the ques- 
tion now is, whether an honourable and importaiiL principality could 
not be formed out of part of the provinces of the Lesser Asia, rJO^v 
laid waste fey the Turks. Such a principality, methinks, with its 
various advantages of soil, climate, industrious inhrtoitants, and a 

' ' Godfrey of Ronillon, Duke of Lower Lorramc—lhG ^roat Uaplaiu of the ii'/st Vwi 
saSo. aperwanls King of ffenisalein. See Gibbon, ~>('r 3\IiJl'3, 
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healthy atmosphere, were well worth the niorassen of llonillon. 1 
iriig*ht be held as a dependence upon the sacred Boman empire, and 

f arrisoued as it were by Godfrey and his victorious Fran tea, woitV 
e a bulwark on that point to our jdst and sacred person. 11a! mos 
holy Patriarch, woula not such a prospect sliake the most devou 
Crusader’s attachment to the burning sands of PaldUine ?” 

“Especially,” answered the Patriarch, “if the prince for v/hou 
such a rich theme^ was changed into a feudal appanage, should b 
previously converted to the only true faith, as your Imperial High 
ness undoubtedly means.” 

“Certainly — most unquestionably,” answered the Emperor, with 
due affectation of gravity^ notwithstanding he was internally con 
scions how often he had been compelled, by state necessities, t 
admit, not only Latin Cliristians, but Maiiicheans and other lieretict 
nay, Mohamedan barbarians, into the number of liis subjects, am 
that without experiencing opposition from the scruples of the Pa 
Iriarch. “ Here I find,” continued the Emperv.r, “ such a nunn'rou 
list of princes and principalities in the act of approaching (uir houn 
claries as miglit well rival the armies of old, whoVere sititi lo hav* 
drunk up rivers, exhausted realms, and trode down foresiSj in tbei 
wasteful advance.” As he pronounced these words a sluuhi of pale 
ness came over the Imperial brow, 'similar to that wliitdi lied alread. 
cloihcd in sadness most of his counsellors. 

^ ‘‘This war of nations,” said Nicephorus, “has also circuni; tauce 
distinguishing it from evei'y other, save that which his Imporia 
llighnoss hath waged in former times agaiiiNt those whom w(‘ a.r 
accustomed to call Franks. We must go forth agiiinst a people (« 
whom the strife of combat is as thcbnialh <;f tlieir nostrils; \>li< 
rather than not be engaged in war, will do battle witli their nenvc's 
neighbours, and challenge each other to mcndal light, as much ii 
sjiort as we would defy a comrade to a chariot race. 'Diey ar 
covered with an iniponetrahle armour of steel, defending them froii 
lilows of the lancc and .sword, and which thc^ uncommon strougtli e 
their lior^cs renders them able to support, though one of ours coul 
as wcdl bear j\Inunt Olympus upon his loins. Their foot-ranks carr 
a missile weapon unknown to us, termeiS an arbelasf, or crossbow 
It is not drawn with the right hand, like the bow of other natiom 
but by placing tlio feet upon tAc wea])on itself, and pulling with th 
whole force (>f tlie body; and it despatches arrow.s c?tlleil bolts, r 
liard wood pointed with iron, which the strength of tlio bow can sen 
through the strongest breastplates, and oven through stone wallf 
where not of uncommon thicknes :.” 

“Enough,” said tlie Emperor; “we have seen with our own eye 
the lauces of Frankish knights, and the crossbow's of their infantry 
If lleavtJii has allotted them a degree of bravery which to other m 
tions seems well-nigh preternatural, the Divine will has given to th 
Greek coiuidls that wisdom which ii hath refu.sed..4« barhnriant 
the art of atshieving conquest by wisdom rather than brute force* 
ohhiHi’ipg by our skill in treaty advantages w'hich victory itself coul 


i Tlio provinces wevo called Tukmks. 
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jot have procured. If wo have not llie use of that dreadful weapon 
^Jyliicli our son-in-law terms the crossbow, Heaven, in its favour, has 
jJioncealed fiom these western barbarians the composition and use of 
'Hie Greek fire-— well so called, since by Grecian bands alone it is 
ftepared, and by such only can its lightnings be darted upon the 
j-^tonishecl foe.” Tlie Emperor paused, and looked around him; 
?^d although tlio faces of his counsellors still looked blank, he boldly 
•^^oceeded “ But to return yet again to this black scroll, containing 
names of those nations who approacli our frontier, here occur 
®^lore than one with which, methiuks, old memory should make us 
^JuRiliRV) though our recollections are distant and confused. It be- 
S‘\)mes us to know who these men are, that we may avail ourselves 
those feuds and quarrels among them which, being blown into 
Sife, may happily divert them from the prosecution of this extraordi- 
jjary attempt in which they arc now united. Here is, for example. 
Hue Robert, styled Duke of Normandy, who commands a goodly 
®land of counts* with which title we arc but too well acquainted ; of 
arU, a word totally strange to us, but apparently some barbaric title 
'V liononr; and dt knights whose names are compounded, as w'e 
Pliink, cliieily of the French language, but also of another jargon, 
^'liich we arc not oiirselvcs competent to understand. To you, most 
^^everend and most learned Patriarch, we may fittest apply for infor- 
^mnlion on this subject;’^ 

5 “The duties of iuy station,” replied the ])atriarch Zosimus, “Imvo 
withheld my lipcr years from studying the history of distant realms; 
H)ut the wise Agolastes, who hath read as many volumes as would till 
jlie si] elves of the famous Alexandrian library, can no doubt satisfy 
your lm]>erial Majesty’s inquiries.” 

j Agelastes erected himself on those enduring legs which bad pro- 
rnred him the surname of Elephant, and began a reply to the inquiries 
hf tlie Emperor, rather remarkable for readiness than accuracy. “ I 
have read,” said he, “ in that brilliant mirror which reflects the time 
<)f our fathers, the volumes of the learned Procopius, that the people 
separately called Normans and Angles are in truth the same race, 
and that Normandy, sometimes so called, is in fact a part of a district 
of Gaul. BeyoiVd, and nca ly oppo.sitc to it, but separated by au arm 
jof the sea, lies a ghastly region, on which clouds and tempests for 
ever rest, and wliicli is well known to its continental neighbours as 
4.I1C abode to^^.vliich departed spirits are sent after this life. On one 
;side of the strait dwell a few fishermen, men possessed of a strange 
charter, and enjoving singular privileges, in consideration of their 
‘being the living ferrymen who, performing the office of tlie beatlion 
Oliaron, carry the spirits of the departed to the island which is their 
residence after death. At the dead of night those fishermen arc, in 
.rotation, siimmdned to perform the duty by which they seem to bold 
the permission to reside on this strange coast. A knock is heard at 
(the door of cottage who hoid.s the turn of this singular service, 
^^mded by no mortal hand. A whispering, as^of a decaying breeze, 
'summons the ferryman to his duty. He hastens to his bark on the 
^oa-sborCj and lias no sooner launched it than be perceives “its bull 
Pliuk sensibly in the water, so as to express the weight of the dead 
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with whom it is fillet). No form is seen : mid though voices ate 
heard, yet tlio accents are undistinguishablc, as of one who speaks 
ill ills sleep. Thus he traverses the strait between the coiitiiieiit 
and the island, impressed with the mysterious awe which afi'ects the 
living: when they are conscious of the presence of the dead. They 
arrive upon the opposite coast, where the cliffs of wliite chalk form 
a strange contrast with the eternal darkness of the atmosphere. 
They stop at a landing-place appointed, but disembark not, for the 
land is liever trodden by earthly feet. Here the passage-boat is 
gradually lightened of its unearthly inmates, who wander forth in 
the way appointed to them, while the mariners slowly return to their 
own side of the strait, having performed for the time this singular 
service, by wdiicli they hold tlicir fishing-huts and their possessions 
on that strange coast.’' Hero he ceased, and the Emperor replied — 

“ If this legend be actually told us by Procopius, most learned 
Agclastes, it shows that that celebrated historian came more near 
the heathen than the Christian belief respecting the future state. In 
truth, this is little more than the old fable of the infernal Styx. Pro- 
copious, wc believe, lived before the decay of heathenism, and, as wc 
would gladly disbelieve much \yhich he hatli told us respecting our 
ancestor mul predecessor Justinian, so we will not pay him much 
credit in future in point of geographical knowledge. Meanwhile, 
what ails thee, Achilles Tatius, and why dost thou whisper with that 
soldier?” 

“ My head,” answered Achilles Tatius, **' is at your imperial com- 
mand, prompt to pay for the unbccominff trespass of my longue. 1 
did but ask of this llereward here what Tie knew of this matter ; for 
I have heard my Varangians repeatedly call themselves Anglo-Dancs, 
Normans, Britons, or some other barbaric epithet, and 1 am sure that 
one or other, or it niny be ail, of these barbarous sounds, at different 
times serve to designate the birth-place of these exiles, too happy in 
being banished from the darkness of barbarism, to the luminous 
vicinity of your imperial presence.” 

“Speak, then, Varangian, in the name of Heaven,” said the Plin- 
peror, let us know whether wo are to look for friends or 

enemies in those men of Normandy who«^ire now ailproaching oiir 
frontier. Speak with courage, man; and if then approhendese 
danger, remember thou scrvcJfc a prince well qualified to protect 
tliee.” 

“ Since I am at liberty to speak,” answered the lil'c-guardsman, 
“ although my knowledge of the Greek language, which you term 
the Roman, is but slight, I trust it is enough to demand of his Im- 
perial Highness, in place of all pay, donative, or gift whatsoever, 
since he has boon pleased to talk of designing such for me, that he 
would place me iu the first line of battle which shall be formed 
against these same Normans, and their Duke Robert; and if Jio 

} )lcases to allows me the aid of such Varangians as, for hiam of me, or 
latfed of tlicV ancient tyrants, may be disposed to join their arms 
to mine, 1 have little doubt so to settle our long accounts wdth theses 
men, that the Grecian eagles and wolves shall do them the last otfice,1 
by tearing the flesh from their bones.” 
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‘‘ What dreadful fciul is this, my soldier/' said the Emperor, “ that 
after so many years still drives thee to such extremities when the 
very name of Normandy is mentioned ? ” 

‘^Your linj)crial Ili^ihness shall be judg*c ! ” said the Varano’ia): 

My fathers, and tliose of most, thoug’U not all of the corps to whom 
1 belong, arc descended from a valiant race who dwelt in the North 
of Germany, called Anglo-Saxons, Nobody, save a priest possessed 
of the art of consulting* ancient chronicles, can even guess how long 
it is since they came to the island of Britain, then distracted wita 
civil war. They came, however, on the petition of the natives of the 
island, for the aid of the Angles was requested by the southern in- 
habitants. Provinces were granted in recompense of the aid thus 
liberally afforded, and the greater proportion of the island became, 
by degrees, the property of the Anglo-Saxons, who occupied it at 
first as several princii)alities, and latterly as one kingdom, speaking 
the language and observing the laws of most of those who now form 
your ini]}erial body-guard of Varangians, or exiles. In process of 
time, the Northmen became known to the people of the more 
southern eliinatei They were so called from their coming from the 
distant regions of the Baltic Sea—an immense ocean, Kometimes 
frozen with ice as hard as the cliffs of Mount Caucasus. They came 
, seeking milder regions than nature had assigned them at home; and 
ithe eliinate of France being delightful, and its people slow in battle, 
tlK'.y extorted from them the grant of a large province, which was, 
fro]n the i)ame. of the nev/ settlers, called Normandy, though 1 have 
licard my father say that was not its proper appellation. They settled 
jllicrc under a Duke, who acknowledged the superior authority of tlie 
King of France, tliat is to say, obeying him when it suited lus con- 
, venience so to do. 

“Now, it chanced ninny years since, while these two nafions of 
Normans and Anglo- ^Saxoiis were quietly residing upon different 
sides of the salt-water channel which divides Prance from England, 
that William, Duke of Normandy, suddenly levied a large army, came 
over to Kent, which is on the opposite side of the channel, and there 
defeated in a great battle, Harold, who was at that time King of the 
Anglo-Saxons,*' It is but fjrief to tell what followed. Battles have 
been fought in old time, that Imve had dreadful results, which 
years, iievcrtheless, could wash nwayi hut at Hastings — Ow'oo's me! 
--the hanne^v of iny country fell, never again to be raised up. Op- 
pression lias drivoii her wheel over us. All that was valiant amongst 
us liave left the land ; and of Englishmen— for such is our proper 
desigiiation—no remains in England save as tlie tlirall of the 
JnVfiders. Manyjden of Danish descent, who had found their -way 
on.diflWent occasions to linglaud, 'were blended in the common ca- 
lamity- All 'was laid desolate by the commtuid of the victors. My 
father’s liome lies now an undistinguished ruin, amid an extensive 
forest, coglnfiscd out of what w^ore formerly fair fields and domestic 
]^tures/where a manly race derived nourishment bv^oultivating a 
feendly soil. The fire has destroyed the church wfiere sjeep the 
fathers of my race ; and I, the last of their line, am a w anderer in 
'other climates— a fighter of the battles of others— the servant of a 



CUUJN’J JlUliK-ltr UF i^AKLS. 03 

fur(M'';’n, though a kind master ; in a word, one of the banishetU-a 
Varan g’ian/' 

‘‘ Happier in that station,” said Achilles Tatius, ‘‘ than in all the 
barbaric simplicity which your forefathers jirized so highly, since you 
are now under the cheering' influence of that smile w hich ia the*lite 
of Iho world.” 

‘‘ It avails not talking of this,” said the Varangian, wdtli a cold 
gesture. 

“ These Normans,” said the Emperor, are then tlie people 
by Avhom the celebrated island of Britain is now conquered and 
governed ? ” 

“ It is but too true,” answered the Varangian. 

“ They are, then, a brave and warlike people ? ” said Alexius. 

“ It would be base and false to say otherwise of an enemy,” said 
Ilcroward. “ Wrong have they done me, and a wrong never to be 
atoned ; but to speak falsehood of them were but a woman's ven- 
geance. Mortal enemies as they arc to«ne, and mingling with all 
my recollections as that which is hateful and odious, yet were the 
troops of Europe mustered, as it seems they are likely to be, no 
nation or tribe dared in gallantry claim the advance of the haughiy 
I'iorman,” 

‘^And this Duke Robert, who is he ? ” 

“ That,” answered the Varangian, I cannot so well explain, lie 
is the son — the eldest son, as men say~of Iho tyrant William, wdo 
subdued England when J hardly existed, or w'as a child in tlie cradle. 
That William, the victor of tfastings, is now dead, we are assured 
by concurring testimony; hut while it seems his eldest mmi l>uke 
Robert has become his heir to the Ducliy of Normandy, senu; other of 
his children have been so fortunate as to acquire the tlirone of Eng- 
hiud, — unless, indeed, like the petty farm of some ohscui e yeonuiii, 
the fair kingdom has been divided among the tyniuts issue.” 

“ Concerning this,” said the Emperor, “ we have heard something, 
which we shall try to reconcile w'illi the soldiers narrative at leisure, 
liolding the w oi'ds of (his honest Varangian as ])ositive proof, iu what- 
soever lie ifvers from his own knowledge. — And now, my grave and 
worthy coimstdlovs, we mu.st close this eveuii-^’s service fn the Temple 
of the Muses, this distressing news, brought us by our dearest son- 
in-law the Cmsar, liaving induced^ us to jirolong our worship of the.se 
learned goddi'SHes <leeper into the night than is con.siste.ft with the 
liealth of onr beloved wife and duug'hler; while to ourselves this 
intelligence bring.s subject for grave deliberation.” 

The courtiers exhausted their ingenuity in ftu’miiig the most in- 
genion.s prayers, that all evil consequences should be averted which 
could attend this ('xcessive vigilance. 

Ni(io])hoiMis and his fair bride spoke together as a pair equally 
desirous to close an accidental breach between them. “ Some things 
thou hast said, iny Cse.sar,” observed the lady, “iu detailing this 
dreacTful intelii^i’encc, as elegantly turned as if the nine godde.sses, 
to whon)’this Tem])lc is dedicated, had lent each her aid to the sense 
and expression.” 

“I ncGfl none of their assistance ” answered Nicephorus, since 
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I possess a muse of my own, iii whose g*cniu3 arc juelmled all those 
attributes which the heatheus vainly ascribed to the nine deities of 
Parnassus ! 

“ It is well,” said the fair historian, retiring by the assistance of 
her husband’s arm ; “ but if you will load your wife with praises far • 
beyond her merits, you must fend her your arm to support her under 
the weighty burden you have been pleased to impose.” The council 
parted when the imperial persons had retired, and most of them 
sought to indemnify themselves in more free though less dignified 
circles, for the constraint which they had practised in the Temple of 
the Muses. 


OllAPTEE VL 

Vain man ! thou rjiayst esteem thy love .aa fair 
An :^,)iicl hyperboles suffice fco raise. 

Hhe may he all that’s matchless ui her person, 

And alJ-divino in soul to inatcli her body ; 
lint take tills from me— -thou shalt never call her 
Superior to her sc::, while o?tc suriives, 

Ami 1 uiu her true votary. 

Old rUiy. 

AchUvLF.s 'J^ATiiiswitli his faithful Varangian close by his sboiiidcr, 
imdtod from the dispersing assembly silent!}’ and almost invisibly, as 
snow is dissolved from its Alpine anodes as the days become more 
genial ^ No lordly stc]) or clash of armour betokened the retreat of 
the military iicrsons. The very idea of the necessity of guards was 
not ostentatiously brouglit forward, because, so near the presence of 
the Kmperor, the emanation supposed to fiit around that divinity of 
earthly sovereigns, had credit for rendering it imjiassive and un- 
assailable. Thus the oldest and most skilful conr tiers, among whom 
our friend Agelastes was not to be forgotten, were of opinion, that, 
although the Emperor employed the ministry of the Varangians ami 
otlier guardsyit was rafier for form’s sake, than IVoni any danger 
of the commission of a crime so heinous, that it was the fashion to 
account it almost impossible. Am? this doctrine, of the rare occur- 
rence of si*.ch a crime, was repeated from montli to month in those 
very chambers, where it had ofteiier than once been perpetrated, 
ami sometimes by the very persons who monthly laid schemes for 
carrying some dark conspiracy against the reigning Emperor into 
positive e^^eeution. 

At length the captain of the life-guardsmen and his faitijful atten-' 
dant found tliemselves on the outside of the Blaiapnaiial Ihilace. 
The ^ssage Avhich Achilles found for their exit was closed by a pos- 
tei^ %hir.h a sipglc Varangian shut behind them, drawing", at the 
same time, bolt rand bar with an ill-omened anil jarring^ sound. 
i^Looking back at the mass of turrets, battlements, and spires, out of 
toiicli they had at length emerged, llereward could not but feel 
his heart ligbten to find him.self once more under the deep blue of a 
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Grecian Jicavon, where flie planets were burning’ willi unusual lustre. 
He sig-Iied and rubbed his hands with pleasure, like a man newly 
restored to liberty, lie even spoke .to his leader, contrary to liis 
custom unless addressed “Methinks the air of yonder halls, valor- 
ous Captain, carries with it a perfume, which, thon^rh it may be well 
termed sweet, is so suffocating’, as to be more suitable to sepulch- 
rous chambers than to the dwellings of men. Happy 1 am that I 
am free, as I trust, from its influences.*’ 

“ Be happy, then,” said Achilles Tatius, since thy vile, clo<ldisli 
spirit feels suffocation rather than refreshment in, gales, which, in- 
stead of causing death, might recall the dead themselves to life. 
Yet this I will say for thee, ilereward, that, born a barbarian, witlnn 
the narrow circle of a savage’s desires and pleasures, and iiaving no 
idea of life save what thou deriveat from sffsch vile and base con- 
nections, thou art, ncvevtlieless, designed by nature for better things, 
and hast this day sustained a trial, in which, I fear me, not even one 
of my owm noble corps, frozen as they are into lumps of unfashioned 
])arbarity, could have equalled tliy bearing. And speijk now in true 
fiiitli, hast not thou been rewarded ? ” 

“ That will I never deny,” said the Varangian. “ The nlcasure 
of knowing, twenty-fonr hours perha]>s before my comrades, that 
tlic Normans are coming hither to afford us a full reveng(' of the 
bloody day of Hastings, is a lordly recompense for the task of spend- 
ing some hours in hearing the lengthened chat of a lady, who lias 
written about she knows not wdiat, and the flattering ooninimitarics 
of the bystanders, who pretended to give her an account of wliat 
they did not themselves stop to witness.” 

Hereward, my good youth,” said Achilles Tatius, “ thou ravest, 
and I think I should do well to place thee under the custody of some 
l)erson of skill. Too much hardihood, my valiant soldier, is in solau*- 
nesa allied to overdaring. It was only natural that lliou shouldst 
feel a becoming pride in thy late position ; yet, let it hut taint thee 
with vanity, and the effect w’iii be little short of madness. AY by, 
tlioii hast looked boldly in the face of a Princess born in the purple, 
])ofove whomtny own eyes, though well used to such spectacles, arc 
never raised beyond the foldings of her veil.” 

“ So be it in the name of Hcaveit ! ” replied Hereward. Never- 
theless, handsome faces were made to look upon, and tbe eyes of 
young men to see withal.” 

* /‘If such be tlicir final end,” said Achilles, “never did tliine, I 
will freely suppose, find a richer apology for the somewhat over- 
bold licence which thou tookest in thy gaze upon the Princess this 
evening.” 

“ Good leader, or Follower, wbicbever is your favourite title,” said 
the Anglo-Briton, “ drive not to extremity a plain man, who desires 
to bold nis duty in all honour to tbe imperial family. The Princess, 
wife of the Csesar, and born, you tell me, of a purple coloui\4*a9 now 
inherited, notwithstanding, the features of a most lovely woman. 
She hath composed a history, of which I presume not to foriij a 
judgment,* since I cannot understand it; she sings lilce an angel; 
and, to conclude, after the fashion of the knights of this day— though 
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I deal not ordinarily with thoir I would say cheerfully 

tliat I am ready to juace myself in lists against any one whomsoever, 
who dares detract from the beauty or the imperial^ Anna Oora- 
nena’s person, or from the virtues of her mind. Havini? said this, 
my iioblo Captain, we have said all tJiat it is competent for you to in- 
quire into, or for me to answer. That there are handsomer women 
tnan the Princess is unquestionable ; and I question it tho less that 
I have mvHelf seen a pefson whom I think far her superior ; and 
with that let us close the dialo|fue.” 

“'Thy beauty, thou unparafleled fool,” said Achilles, “must, I 
ween, he the d;:ui>hter of the hirgfc-bodied northern boor, l}vingnext 
door to liini upon whose farnfwaa brought up the person bf an ass, 
curst witli such Intolerable want of judjg'ment.” 

“ You may say yom’*[)lcasure, captain,” replied Herewavd ; “ he- 
oanoe it is tl\c safer for us both that thou caiist not on such a to])ic 
eitlier otFend mo, who hold thy judgment as light as thou cans! 
esteem mine, or speak apy derogation of a person whom you never 
saw, but wlion^, if you had. seen, perchance 1 might not so patiently 
Inivo hret)kcd any reflections upon, even at tho hands of a military 
superior.” 

Achilles Tat ins had a good deal of the penetration necessary for 
one ill his sikiatioii. He never provokeef to extremity tho daring 
spiviis wliom lie (umimandcd, and never used any freedom with them 
boyoi'd the <ixtc‘jit that he knew their patience could bear, llere- 
Wiird Avas a favourite soldier, and had, in that respect at least, a. 
sinoore liking and regard for his commander: when, therefore, the 
follower, instead of resenting his petulance, good-humouredly apo- 
logised ibr having hurt his feelings, the momentary displeasure be- 
tween them w as at an end ; the officer -at once reassumod his super- 
iority, and tlie soldier sunk back Avith a deep sigh, given to some 
period which Avas long past, into his Avonted silence and reserve. 
Indeed the Follower liad another and further design upon lit‘re- 
ward. of Avliicli he Avas as yet unAvilling <o do nu>re than give a dis- 
iant liini. 

After a long pause, during AAdiich they approached 'the barrack‘d, 

gloomy fortified buit)din«|' constructed for the residence of their 
'corps, the captain inotioneu Iiis soldier to draw close up to bis side, 
iund proceeded to ask him, in a 'confidential tone — “ llcTewar'i, iny 
frieml, iilfhough it is scarce to ho supposed that in the presence of 
the imperial family thou slioulJst mark any one who did not partake* 
of thoir blood, or rather, as Homer has it, who did not participate of 
the divine which, in their sacred persons, supplies the place of 
tliat vulgar 'yet, during so long an audience, thou mightst 
jiossibl}^, fr<, " uncourtly person and attire, have distinguished 
Agelastes, i we courtiers call the Elephant, from rhis strict ob- 
^irvatioii Oil ,5 rule Avhich forbids any one to sit down or rest in 
the liryt-cu’ispprcsence ? ” 

“ I thiuk/^ replied the soldier, “1 marked the nitu you mean ; hia 
age AA'as some seventy, and upwards,— a ])ig burly ‘pei^pn and 
ifie baldness which reached to the top of bis head AVtfcs'‘wbJl atoned 
for by a white beard of prodigious siae, which descended in waving 
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ourld over liis breast and reached to the towel with which his loins 
were girded, instead of the silken sash used by other persons of 
rank.’^ 

“ Most accurately marked, niy Varafigian/^ said the oliicer. “ What 
else didst thou note about this person ?” 

^‘His cloak was in its texture .as coarse as that of the meanest of 
tlie people, but it was strictly clean, as if it had been the intention of 
the wearer to exliibit poverty, or carelessness and contempt of dress, 
avoiding, at the same time, every particular which implied anything 
negligent, sordid, or disgusting.^’ 

“ By Sr Sophia ! ” said the officer, ‘*thou aStonishest me! The 
Propliet Balaam was not more surprised wlicu his ass turned round 
lier head and spoke to him 1 — And \vlmt else didst lliou note con- 
cerning this man ? I see tho.se who moot theh must beware of thy 
observation, as well as of thy battle-axe.” 

*•* If it please your Valour,” answered the soldier, ‘‘ w'e English 
have eyes as well as hands; but it is ohkMvhen discharging our 
duty that we permit our tongues to divell on what we liave ob- 
served. I noted but little of fliis man’s conversation, Iml IVom wdmt 
I heard, it seemed he was not unwilling to play what ivo c;ill the 
jester, or jack-pudding, in the conversation, a chariicler whidi, 
considering the man’s age and physiognomy, is ii^i^ 1 slioukl be 
tempted to say, natural, but assumed for some ])ur]'(;:;e cf doei)cr 
iii!j)ort.” 

“IlerewaiMl,” answered his officer, ‘‘Ihou hast spf>kcj) like an 
angel sent down to examine men’s bosoms: that maii, Agelastes, is 
a contradiction, such as earth has seldom witnessed, Posses.sing all 
that wisdom which in former timc.s united the sages of this nation 
with the gods themselves, Agelastcs has the same cunning as the 
cider Brutus, who disguised his talents under the senihlaiieo of an 
idle jester. lie appears to seek no office — he desires no considera- 
tion — he pays suit at court only when positively roqnir(‘d to do so ; 
yet what shall I say, ray soldier, concerning tlie cause of an in- 
fluence gained without apparent effort, and oxlending almost into 
tlie very thoftghts of men, who appear to act as he w’ould desire, 
without his soliciting them to that pnrpcfc ? Meu-^ay sirange 
things concerning the extent ufi his communications W'itli other 
beings, whom our father.s worshij^ed with prayer and sacriti{5e. 1% 
am determined, however, to know the road by which he climbs so 
high and so easily towards the point to wliich all men aspire at 
court, and it will go hard hut he shall either share his ladder with 
me, or 1 will strike its support from under him. TJiee, liereward, I 
liavc chosen to assist me in this matter, as the knights among these 
Prankish infidels select, when going upon an adventure, a sturdy 
squire, or inferior attendaut, to share the dangers and the recom- 
pense ; and this I am moved to as much by the shrewdness thou 
hast this night manifested, as by the courage which tliQ^ raojyst 
))oast,*in common with, or rather beyond, thy companions.'^’ 

‘‘ I am -obliged, and I thank your Valour,” replied the Varangian, 
more coldly* pei’lmps than his officer expected ; 1 am ready, as is 

my duty, to serve you in anything qonsisteut with G‘Kf and the Em- 
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peror’s claims upon my service. I would only say tliat, as a sworn 
inferior soldier, I will do notbing contrary to tbe laws of the empire, 
and, as a sincere though ignorant Christian, I will have nothing to 
do with the gods of the heathens, save to defy them in the name and 
strength of the holy saints.” 

Idiot ! said Achilles Tatius, “ dost thou think that I, already 
possessed of one of the first dignities of the empire, could meditate 
anything contrary to the interests of Alexius Comnenus ? or, what 
would be scarce more atrocious, that I, the chosen friend and ally of 
tlic reverend Patriarch Zosimus, should meddle with an}- thing hear- 
ing a relation, however remote, to heresy or idolatry ? " 

Truly,” answered the Varangian, " no one would be more sur- 
prised or grieved than 1 should ; hut when wo walk in a labyrinth, 
we must assume and announce that we have a steady and forward 
purpose, which is one mode at least of keeping a straight path. Tlu^ 
people of this country have so many ways of saying llie same thing, 
that one can hardly know at last what is their real meaniiig*. W(‘ 
English, on the otlier hand, can only express^ ourselves in one set of 
words, but it is**onc out of which all the ingenuity of the world could 
not extract a double meaning.” 

“ Tis well,” said hi.s officer ; to-morrow wc will talk more of this, 
for which purpose thou \silt come to my quarters a little after sun- 
set. And, hark thee, to-morrow, while the sun is in heaven, shall he 
thine own, either to sport thyself or to repose. Employ thy time in 
the latter, by my advice, since to-morrow night, like Uie present, may 
find us both watchers.” 

So saying, they entered the barracks, where they parted company 
— the .commander of the life-guards taking his way to a splcndicl sot 
of apartments w'hich belonged to hii^4|||iiat capacity, and the Anglo- 
Saxon seeking hi.s more humble accommodations as a subaltern 
officer of the same corps. 


CHAP TEE Yll. 

Huch forces mot not, Zr 80 vast a camp. 

When A.grican, with all liis Nortljeru powers, 

Kesiegod Albracca, as romances toll. 

The city of Gallaphron, from thence to win 
The fairest of her sex, Angelica, 

Ilia daughter, sought by many proweas’d kniglits, 

Botli Taynlm, and the Peers of OhavlenifAgno. 

J\rradisc Ilcguuml 

Eablt on the morning of the day following that whicli we have 
commemorated, the Imperial Council was assembled, where the 
nunsfljfer general officers with sounding titles, disguised under a 
thin veil the real wea^kue^s of the Grecian empire. Tlic conmiandcr.s 
!Wei*e numerous and distinctions of their rank minute, .but the 
llhldiers were very few in comparison. 

The offices formerly filled by prefects, praetors, and questors, were 
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HOW held by persons who had gradually risen into the authority of 
those officers, and who, thongli designated from their domestic 
duties about tlie Emperor, yet, from that very circumstance; pos- 
sessed what, in that despotic court, was the most effectual source of 
power. A long train of officers entered the great hall of the Castle 
of lilacquernai, and proceeded so far together as their different 
grades admitted, while in each chamber through which they passed 
in succession, a certain number of the train whose rank permitted 
them to advance no farther, remained behind the others. Thus when 
the interior cabinet of audience was gained, which was not until their 
j)assagc through ten ante-rooms, five persons only found themselves 
ill tlie presence of the Emperor in this innermost and most sacred 
recess of royalty, decorateil by all the splendour of the period. 

The Empei’or Alexius sat upon a stately throne, rich with barbaric 
gems and gold, and flanked on either liand, in imitation probably of 
Solomon's magnificence, with the form of a couchant lion in the same 
precious metal. Not to dwell upon other marks of s])lcndonr, a tree 
whose trunk seemed also of gold, shot up behind the throne, which 
it overcanopied with its branclies. Amid the bongbs were birds of 
various kinds curiously wrought and enamelled, and fruit composed 
of precious stones seemed to glisten among the leaves. Five onicers 
alone, IJie highest in the stale, had the privilege of entering this 
sacred leccss when the Emperor held council. These werc~the 
Grand Domestic, who might be termed of rank with a modern prime 
minister — the Logothete, or chancellor — the Protospatliain*, or C(tm- 
mander of the guards, already mentioued'~the Acolyte, or Follower, 
and leader of the Yarangians — and the Patriarch. 

The doors of this secret apartment, and the adjacent {into-chamber. 
were guarded by six defqfrucd Nubian slaves, whose writhen and 
withered countenances formed a liideous contrast with their snow- 
white dresses and splendid equipment. They were mutes, a species 
of wretches borrowed from the despotism of the East, that they 
might be unable to proclaim the deeds of tyranny of which they were 
.the unscrupulous agents. They were generally held in a kind of 
horror, ralher tlian compassion, for men considered that slaves of 
this sort had a malignant pleasure in avoiding upon n^thers the irre- 
parable wrongs which had severed themsfives from humanity. 

It was a general custom, thiugh, like many other usages of the 
Gr(?eks, it would be held childish in modern times, that J^y means^of 
machinery easily conceived, the lions, at the entrance oi a stranger, 
v.'crc made, as it were, to rouse themselves and roar, after which a 
wind seemed to rustle the foliage of the tree, the birds hopped from 
branch to branch, pecked the fruit; and appeared to fill the chamber 
with their carolling. This display had alarmed many an ignorant 
foreign ambassador, and even the Grecian counsellors Iheraseves 
were expected to display the same sensations of fear, succeeded by. 
surprise, when they heard the roar of the lions, followed % 
cert of the birds, although perhaps it was for the fifdetlrtime. 
tliis oceasiont as a proof of the urgency of the present meeting" 
the* th(‘se ceremonies were entirely omitted. 

The speech of the Emperor himself seemed to supply by its 
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meiiceraeiit the bellowing^ of the lions, while it ended in a atrain more 
resembling^ the warbling of the birds. 

In Jiis first sciitences, lie treated of the audacity and nnheard-ol 
boldness of the millions of Franks, who, under the pretence of wresl- 
ing Paleslijie from the infidels, had rentured to invade the sacreil 
territories of tlic em])irc. lie threatened them with such chastise- 
ment as liis innumerable forces and officers would, be affirmed, find 
it easy lo iufiu*!. To all this the audience, and especially the miii- 
tcary officers, gave symptoms of ready assent. 

Alexins, however, did not loi^ persist in the warlike intentiiniB 
which he at first avowed. The Jranks, ho at length seemed to re- 
flect, were, in profession, Christians, lliey might possibly be sori* 
ous in their ))rotext of the crusade, in which case their motives 
claiiiK^d a degree of indulgence, and, although erring, a certain por- 
tion of respect. Their numbers also were great, and their valour 
could not be despised by those who had seen them fight at JDurazzo,’ 
and els(,uvhere. Tiii^y might also, by the permission of Supreme 
Providence, be, in tlie long run, the instruments of advantage to the 
most sacred empire, though they apnrpached it with so little cere- 
mony. lie had, therefore, mingling liie virtues of prudence, hnmau- 
ity, and generosity, with that valour which must always burn in the 
heart of jsn jiliu])(n’or, formed a plan, which he was about to submit 
to iiu'ir consideration, for wesent execution ; and, in the first place, 
he rc(pi ested of tli{‘ Grand Domestic, to let him know what ft>rccs ho 
might count upon on the western side of the Bosjihorus. 

Inimmerabie are the forces of the empire as the stars in lieavon, 
or the sand on the sea.- shore/' answered <ne Grand Domestic. 

“That is a goodly answerj^said the .Emperor, “provided tliori^ 
were strangers pre.'^ent at this confcren«**; hut since we hold con 
Rultation ill private, it is necessary that I know precisely to what 
number that army amounts which I have to rely upon. Reserve 
your eloquence till some litter lime, and let me know what you, at 
this present moment, mean hy the word inntmierahle f ” 

The Grand Domestic paused, and hesitated for a short spaci*; but 
as he became aw'are that the moment W’as one in which Vlio Empe- 
ror could i!ot*he trifled \pith (for Alexius Comnenus was at times 
.dangerous), he au.swenMl thus, but not without hesitation. Impe- 
rial master and lord, none better lumws that such an answer cannot 
hastily if it is at the same time to be correct in its re.sults. 
The number of the imperial host betwixt this city and the w^estorn 
frontier of the crapir(% deducing those absent upon furlough, cannot 
be counted upon as amounting to more than twenty-five thousand 
;fia,en, or tbirly thousand at most.'' 

Alexius struck his forehead with his hand ; and the counsidlonv 
seeing him give way ta ench violent expressions of grief* and sur 
[prise, began to enter , into discussions, wmich they *would otherwise 
reserved for a fitter place and time. 

_^j,^i^ust ymu* Highness reposes in me,” said tko Logotlicto, 

Fov the battle of Durastzo, Oct. 1081,1111)7111011 Alexias was defeated >vilb j^reat 
j^tcr hy llobitft and escaped only by the swiftneps of his horse, sec (ilb- 
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“ there lias been drawn froijj^our Highness’s coifers din ing the last 
year, gold enongh to pay dcrale the number of the iivmcd warriors 
whom the Grand Domestic tiow mentions.” 

“Your Imperial Highness,” retorted the impeached minister, with 
no small animation, **will at once remember the stationary garrisons, 
in addition to the movable troops, for which this figure*ca»ter uialces 
no allowance.” 

“Peace, both of you!” said Alexius, composing himself hastily; 
“our actual numbers are in truth less than we counted on, but let 
us not by wrangling augment the difficulties of the time. Ivot tliose 
troops be dispersed in valleys,^ in passes, behind ridges of liiils, and 
in difficult ground, where, a little art being used in the 370rfiti()n, can 
make few men supply the appearance of numbers, betv/een this city 
apd the western frontier of the empire. While this disposal is made, 
we will continue to adjust with these crusaders, as tliey call them- 
selves, the terras on winch wc will consent to let them pass through 
our dominions; nor are we without hope of negotiating with them, 
so as to gain great advantage to our kingdom. Wo will insist that 
they iiass through our country only by armies of p^rliap j fifty fhou- 
sand at once, whom we will successively ti'aiisport into Asia, so tliat no 
greater number shall, by assembling beneath our W’alls, ever endanger 
the safety of the metropolis of the w'orld. 

On their way towards the banks of the Bos]diDrus, wt will sup-* 
ply them with provisions, if they march peaceably, and in order ; ami 
if any straggle from their standards, or insult Die <r'omitry byniavamV 
ing, *wo suppose our valiant peasants will not liesitaio to rtpross 
their excesses^ and that without our giving positivo orders, since w<t 
would not wjUingly be charged with anything like a, broach of 
ciigagomout. We suppose, also, that the Scythians, Arabn, Syrians, 
ami other mercenaries in our service, will not suffer our subj^'cts to 
he overpowered in their own just defence; as, besides (hot there is 
no justice in stripi>ing our own country of provision?, in (U’diir to feed 
Htraugers, we will not he surprised, nor unpardouably displeased to 
learn, that of the ostensible quantity li^f flour, some sacks sliould be 
found filled with chalk, or lime, or some such substamM;. It is, in- 
deed, truly wonderful, what the stomach of a Frank will digest com- 
fortahiy, ’ Their guides, also, whom yoii^shall choos?with refei'cnce 
to such duty, will take care tolionduct the crusaders by difficult and 
circuitouB^ routes ; which will be doing them a real set^^c, by inur- 
ing them to the hardsliip.s of the country and 
would otherwise have to face without seasoning. j 

“ In the mean time, in your];interconrse with their chiefs, whoiUj 
they call counts, each of whom thinks himself as great as an Empen 
ror, you will take care to give no offence to their natural presumpj 
tion, and omit no opportunity of informing them of the wealth aiHis 
bounty of our government. Suras of money may be even given 
persons of note, and largc.?scs of less avail to those under theui' 
You, our ^iogothete, will take good order for this, 5Jinl you-, oif 
Grand Jlomestic, will take care that such soldiers as may cutiT 
detnchbd parties of the Franks shall be presented, if vossible, " 
savage dvchs, and under the show of infidels. In comn. ending tfe 
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injunctions to your care, I purpose that, the crusaders liaviug* found 
the value of our friendsliip, and lilso in some sort the dauffcr of our 
enmity, those whom we shall safely transport to Asia, shall be, how- 
ever unwieldy, still n smaller and more compact body, whom we may 
deal with in nil Christian prudpnce. Thus, by using’ fair w'ords to 
one, fcJu’cats to another, gold to the avaricious, power to the arabiti- 
(HiSf and reasons to those that arc capable of listening: to them, we 
doubt not but to prevail upon those Franks, met as they are from a 
thousand points, and enemies of each other, to acknowledge us as 
their common superior, rather than choose a leader among them- 
selves, when they are made aware of the great fact, that every vil- 
lage in Palestine, from Dan to Beerslieba, is the original property of 
the sacred Roman empire, and that whatever Christian goes to war 
for their recovery, must go as our subject, and hold any conque^st 
which he may make^ as our vassal. Vice and virtue, sense and 
folly, ambition and disinterested devotion, will alike recommend to 
the survivors of these singular-minded men, to become the feudato- 
ifics of the empire, not its foe, and the shield, not the enemy, of your 
paternal Emperor.*" 

Tliere was a general inclination of the head among the courtiers, 
-with the Eastern exclamation of, — ^'Long live the Emperor ! ” 

When the murmur of this applauhive exclamation had subsided, 
Alexius proceeded: ‘‘Once more, I say, that my faithful Grand 
Domestic, and those who act under him, will lake care to commit 
the execution of such part of the.se orders as may seem aggressive, 
to troops of foreign appearance and language, which, 1 grieve to 
.say, are more numerous in our imperial array than our natural-born 
and orthodox subjects.’* 

The, Patriarch here interpo.sed his opinion.— There is a consola- 
tion,” he said, “ in the thought, that the genuine Romans in the 
'imperial array are but few,, since a trade so bloody ns war is most 
»iitiy prosecuted by those whose doctrines, as W’cll as their doings, on 
Warth, merit eternal condemnation in the next world.” 

^ “ Rcreroml Pati’iarch,” said the Emperor, “ we would not willingly 
!iold, with the wild infidels, fliat Paradise is to be gained by tlie 
|sabre ; nevortheless, we hope that a Roman dying in battle for his 
Wligion end hir Emperor, ii: ay find as good hope of acceptation, after 
I, he mortal pang is over, as a man wifi dies in peace, and with uu- 
'blooded hand.” * 

;; is ei.^'gli for me to say” resumed the Patriarch, “that the 
;Ghurch*s doctrine is not so indulgent: she is herself peaceful, and 
■her promises of favour are for those who have been men of peace 
'Yet think not I bar the gates of Heaven against a soldier, as suclu 
jf believing all the doctrines of our Church, and complying with all 
jikir observance.^ ; Hir Ics.s would I condemn your Imperial Jjdajesty’s 
jjyisc precautions, both for diminishing the power and tbinniiig the 
laiika of those Lhltin heretics, wl#* come hither to despoil us, and 
plunder perhaps both church and temple, under the vain pretext? 
^at ilcavelTVould permit them, stained with so many ‘^heresies, to 

conquer that Holy Land, which true orthodox Christians, Vour 

^jesty’s sacred predecessors, have not been enabled to retain from. 
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the infidel. And well 1 trust that no settlement* made under the 
Latins will he permitted by your Majesty to establish itself, in which 
the Cross sliall not be elevated with limbs of the same length, instead 
of that jtrcgahir and most damnable error which prolongs, in west- 
ern churches, the nether limb of that most holy emblem, 

“Kevereiid Patriarch,” answered the Emperor, “do not deem 
that we think lightly of your weighty scruples ; but the question is 
jiow, not in what manner we majr convert these Latin lieretics to the 
true faith, but how we may avoid beingf overrun by their myriads, 
which resemble those of the locusts by which their approach was 
preceded and intimated.” 

“Your Majesty,” said the Patriarch, '*will act with your usual 
wisdom ; for my part, I have only stated my doubts, that I may save 
my own soul alive.” 

“ Our construction,” said the Emperor, “ docs your sentiments no 
wrong:, most reverend Patriarch ; and you,” addressing himself to the 
other counsellors, “ will attend to these separate charges given out for 
directing the execution of the commands which have been generally 
intimated to you. They are written out in the saejed ink, and our 
sacred subscription is duly marked with the fitting tinge of green 
and purple. Let them, therefore, be strictly obeyed. Ourselves 
will assume the command of such of the Immortal Bauds as remain 
in the city, and ioin to them the coliorts of our faithful Varangians. 
At the head of these troops, we will await the aiTival of these strang- 
ers under the walls of the city, and, avoiding combat while our policy 
can postpone it, we will be ready, in case of the worst, to take whiitt* 
soever chance it shall please the Almighty to send us.” 

Here the council broke up, and the difmrent chiefs began to exert 
themselves in the execution of their various instructions, civil and 
military, secret or public, favourable or hostile to the crusaders* 
The peculiar genius of the Grecian people was seen upon this occa- 
sion. Their loud and boastful talking corresponded with the ideas 
which the Emperor wished to enforce upon the crusaders concerning 
the extent of nis power and resources. Nor is it to be disguised, 
that the tvily selfishness of most of those in the service of Alexius, 
endeavoured to find some indirect way of applying the imperial 
instruction, so as miglit best suit their own private ends. * 
Meantime the news had gvine abroad in Constantinople of the 
arrival of the huge miscellaneous army of the West upo^the Itfiits 
of the Grecian empire, and of their purpose to pass to Palestine. A 
thousand reports magnified, if that was possible, an event so wonder- 
ful. Some said, ‘that their ultimate view was the conquest of Arabia^ 
the destruction of the Prophet's tomb, and the conversion of bis gr^eu 
banner into a horse-cloth for the King of France’s brother. Other» 
supposed that the ruin and sack of Constantinople was the real object 
of tlie war. A third class thouglit it was in order to compel the Fa^ 
triarch to submit himself to the Pope, adopt the Latin form nf 
cross, and put an end to the schism. 

Tlie' Varangians enjoyed an addition to this wonderful newp~ 
seasoned as it everywhere was with something peculiarly suited 
the prejudices of the hearers. It was gathered originally from whftl 
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our friend Hereward, who was one of tlicir inferior ofiicers, called 
sergeants or constables, had suifered to transpire of what he had 
heard the preceding evening. Considering that tlie fact must be 
soon matter of notoriety, he nad no hesitation to give his comrades 
to understand that a Norman army was coming hither under Duke 
Bobert, the son of the far-famed William the Conqueror, and with 
hostile intentions, he concluded, against them in particular. Jjike 
all other men in peculiar circumstances, the Varangians adopted an 
explanation applicable to their own condition. These Normans, tviio 
hated the Saxon nation, and had done so mncli to dishonour and 
oppress them, were now following them, they supposed, to the foreign 
capital where they had found refuge, with the purpose of making 
war on the bountiful prince wlio protected their sad remnant. Under 
this belief, many a deep oath was sworn in Norse and Anglo-Saxon, 
that their keen battle-axes should avenge the slaughter of Hast- 
ings, and many a pledge, both in wine and ale, was qiiafted, who 
should most deeply resent, and most effectually revenge, the wrongs 
which the Anglo-Saxons of England had received at the hand of their 
oppressors. t, 

Herewavd, the author of this intelligence, began soon to be sorry 
that he had ever suffered it to escape him, so closely was he cross - 
examined concerning its precise import, b^ the inquiries of his com- 
rades, from whom ho thought himself obliged to keep concealed the 
adventures of the preceding evening, and the place in which ho had 
gained his information. 

About noon, when he was effectually tired with returning* tlie sanu 
answer to the same questions, and evading similar others whicli wore 
repeatedly put to him, the sound of trumpets announced the presence* 
of the Acolyte Achilles Tatius, who came immediately, it was iudus- 
^trionsly whispered, from the sacred Interior, with news of the imme- 
diate approach of war. 

Tlie Varangians, and the Roman bands called Immortal, it was 
said, were to form a camp under the city, in order to bo prompt to 
defend it at tlio shortest notice. Tliis put the whole barracks iiit(» 
commotion, each n)an making the necessary provision fib* the a.p- 
proachhur campaign. Tl^ noise was chieny that of joyful bnstie. 
and acclamation ; and it w'as so geneyal, that Hereward, whose rank 
permitted him to commit to a page or esquire, the task of prepar- 
im^^uhis eqninmcnls, took the opportunity to leave the bai racks, in 
order to seek some distant place apart from his comrades, and enjoy 
solitary refieetious upon the singular connection into which ho 
^ad been drawn, and his direct communication with the Imperial 
family. 

Passing through the narrow* streets, then deserted on account of 
sun, he reached ht length one of those broad •terraces, 
descending as it were by steps, upon the margin of the Bos- 
fornicd one of the most splendid walks in tlie universe, and 
is hv^ieved, preserved as a public promenade for the pleasure 
^f the Turks, as formerly for that of the Christians. These ^Jrvadu- 
;ted terraces ivoro planted with many trees, among whicIi t]ic‘cypr(‘!»s, 
IS usual, vms most generally cultivated. Here bandri of the inhnhi- 
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tots were to be seen: some passiug’ to and fro, witli biif^inoss and 
xiuxiety in their faces; some standing stiJi in groups, as if discussing 
the strange and weighty tidings of the day; and some, with tlie in- 
dolent carelessness of an eastern climate, eating their noontide re- 
freshment in the shade, and spending their time as if their sole object 
was to make inucli of the day as it passed, and let the cares of to- 
morrow answer for themselves. 

While the Varangian, afraid of meeting some ac(^uaintance in this 
concourse, which would have been inconsistent with the desire of 
seclusion which had brought him thither, descended or passed from 
one terrace to another, all marked him with looks of curiosity and 
inquiry, considering him to be one, who, from his arms and coimep- 
tion with the court, must necessarily know more than others con- 
cerning the singular invasion by numerous enemies, and from vari- 
ous qutu ters, whicli was the news of the day. None, however, had 
the hardihood to address the soldier of the guard, though all looked 
at him with uncommon interest. He walked from the lighter to the 
darker ullcys, from the more closed to the more open Icmiccs, witli- 
out interruption from any one, yet not without a feeling that he must 
not consider himself as alone. 

The desire that he felt to be solitary rendered him at last soinewdiat 
watchful, so that he became sensible that he was dogged by a black 
slave, a personage not so unfrequent in the streets of Constaiitiniq)le 
as to excite any particular notice. His attention, Imwcvor, being at 
]e]\gih fixed on this individual, he began to be desirous to escape his 
bbservaliou ; and the change of place which he had at first adopted 
to avoid society in general, he had now recourse to, in ordci' to rid 
himself of this distant, though apparently watchful attendant. IStill, 
how'cvcr, though he by cbaiige of place liad lost sight of tlie negro 
for a few minutes, it was not long ere he again di-covered him at a 
distance too tV.r for a companion, but near euougli to scrv(3 all llm 
purposes of a spy. Displeased at this, the Vavanginn turned short 
in his walk, and, choosing a spot where none w'as in sight but tlm 
object of his resentment, w^alked suddenly up to him, and demanded, 
wherefoifs and by whose orders, he presumed to dog Jiis footsteps.; 
The negro answered in a jargon as bad^is that in wbiql^.jie was ad- 
dressed, though of a different Viiul, that he had orders' u> remark 
whither he went.” 

“ Orders from whom ?” said the Varangian. 

From my master and yours,” auswci^cd the negi’o, ffoTdly. 

“ Thou infidel villain ! ” exclaimed the angry soldier, when wai= 
it that we became fellow-servants, and wlio is it tluit thou davest tc. 
call my master ? ” 

“ One wdio is master of the world,” said the slave, since lie con 
raands Ms own passions.” 

I shall scarce command mine,” said the Varangian, “ if thou ri 
pljest to my earnest questions with thine affected quirks o f ph ih 
sophy. Ofice more, what dost thou want with me ? (vff& wHy^iaf 
thou 410 boldness to watch me?” 

“I hdvc told Ihce already,” said the slave, “that 'i do my master 
commands.” 
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** But I must know wlio tliy master is/' said Hereward. 

“ 11c must tell thee that himself,” replied the iieg^ro ; ** he trusts 
Hot a poor slave like me with the purpose of the errands on which 
he sends me.” 

“ He has left thee a tongue, however/' said the Varangian, ‘'which 
some of thy countrymen would, I think, be glad to possess. Do not 
provoke me to abridge it by refusing me the information which I 
have a right to demand.” 

The black meditated, ns it seemed from the grin on his face, 
further evasions, when Hereward cut them short by raising the 
staff of his battle-axe. “ Put me not,” he said, “ to dishonour my- 
self by striking thee with this weapon, calculated for a use so much 
more lioble.” 

“ I .may not do so, valiant sir,” said the negro, laying aside an 
impudent, half-gibing tone which he had hitherto made use of, and 
betraying personal fear in his manner. “ If you beat the poor slave 
to death you cannot learn what his master hath forbid him to tell. 
A short walk will save your honour the stain,, and yourself the 
trouble, of beating what cannot resist, and me the pain of enduring 
what 1 can neither retaliate nor avoid.” 

“ Lead on then,” said the Varangian. “ Be assured thpu shalt not 
fool me by thy fair words, and I will know the person who is im- 
pudent enough to assume the right of watching my motions.” 

The black walked on with a species of leer peculiar to his physiog- 
I nomy, which might be construed as expressive either of malice or of 
mere humour. The Varangian followed him with some suspicion, 
M*or it happened that he had had little intercourse with the unuappy 
’f.raeo .of Africa, and had not totally overcome the feeling of sur- 
>’ prise with which he had at first regarded them, when he arrived a 
I s tranger from the north. 8o often did this man look back upon 
l:him during their walk, and with iso penetrating and observing a 
cast of countenance, that Hereward felt irresistibly renewed in liis 
^inind the English prejudices, which assigned to the demons the 
i<sable colour and distorted cast of visage of his conductor. The 
^scene into which he was guided strengthened an association which 
Hwas not of itself unlikely to occur to tlie ignorant and martial 
<i;]«)andcr. ‘ai ^ 

The negro led the way froi^’^tlie splendid ten-need walks wliich we 
iT>iayc described, to a patn deS^^tog to the sea-shore, when a place 
tappc^ared/^w'irich, far from l)#hg“|!rimmed, like other parts of the 
icoast, into walks of embanl^®;,'^ seemed, on the contrary, aban- 
adoned to neglect, and was coveimli|th the mouldering ruins of anti- 
^t^uity, where these had not been ote^own by the luxuriant vegeta- 
;ion ot'tlie climate. These fragm^ts of building, occupying a sort 
recess of tlie bay, were bidden|^ steep banks on each side, and 
though in fact they formed part ofexhe city, yet they were not seen 
om any part of it, and, embosomed fn the manner we have described, 
d rs-^ in, turn command any view of the churcheSj palapes, towers, 
t md fortifications, amongst which they lay. The sight of this soli- 
fcebry and apparently deserted spot, encumbered with ruins aird over- 
s trovrn with cypress and other trees, situated as it was in the midst 
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of a populous city, had somethiuff in it impressive and awful to 
imagrination. The ruins were of an ancient date, and in the style < 
a foreign people. The gigantic remains of a portico, the mutilate 
fragments of statues of great size, but executed in a taste and att 
tude so narrow and barbaric as to seem perfectly the reverse of tl 
Grecian, and the half-defaced hieroglyphics which could be ;trac< 
on some part of the decayed sculpture, corroborated the popular a 
count of tlieir origin, which we shall briefly detail. 

According to tradition this had been a temple dedicated to tl 
Egyptian goddess Cybele, built while the Roman empire was y 
heathen, and while Constantinople was still called by the name 
Byzantium. It is well known that the superstitution of the Egy 
tiams— vulgarly gross in its literal meaning as well as in its mystic 
interpretation, and peculiarly the foundation of many wild doctrim 
— was disowned by the principles of general toleration, and tl 
system of polytheism received by Rome, and was excluded by r 
peated laws from the respect paid by the empire to almost ove 
other religion, however extravagant or absurd. Nevertheless, the; 
Egyptian rites had charms for the curious and the superstitious, ai 
had, after long opposition, obtained a footing in tlid empire. 

Still, although tolerated, tlie Egyptian priests were rather co 
sidered as sorcerers than as pontitfs, and their whole ritual had 
nearer relation to magic in popular estimation, than to any regul 
system of devotion. 

Stained with these accusations, even among the heathen themselvc 
the worship of Egypt was held in more mortal abhorrence b> tl 
Christians than the other and more rational kinds of heathen dev 
tion ; that is, if any at all had a right to he termed so. The brut 
worship of Apis and Cybele was regaa’ded, not only as a i)retcxt f 
obscene and profligate pleasures, hut as having a direct tendency 
open and encourage a dangerous commerce with evil spirits, wl 
W'cre supposed to take upon themselves, at these unhallowed altai 
the names and characters of these foul deities. Not only, therefoi 
the temple of Cybele, with its gigantic j)orlico, its huge and i 
elegant statues, and its fantastic hicrogylphic.H, was thrown dov 
mid defaced when the empire was converted to the Christian fait 
but the very ground on which it stood%was consid.^i'i’jC^j^ pollut< 
and unhallowed ; and no emperor having yet occupied the site wi 
a Cliristian church, tlie place still remaiued neglected and dcscrt< 
as we have described it. 

The Varangian Hereward was perfectly acquainted with the ei 
reputation of the place ; and when the negro secined disposed ■ 
advance into the interior of the ruins, he hesitated, and address< 
his guide thus : — “ Hark thee, ray black friend, these huge fantast 
images, some having dogs’ heads, some cows' heads, and some i 
heads at all, are not held reverently in popular estimation. Yo; 
own colour, also, my comrade, is greatly too like that of Sat| 
himself, to render you au unsuspicious companion a mid ruing , ^ 
whicii thc^falsc spirit, it is said, daily walks his rouudst' ffidnig’ 
and iKKui are the times, it is rumoured, of his appearance. I will >• 
no fai’tlier with you unless you assign me a fit reason for so doing. 
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“ In making so cliildiah a proposal,” said tke negro, “you take 
&nm me, in tefect, all desire to guide you to my master. I thought 
I ipoke to a man of invincible courage, and of that good sense upon 

g "i courage is best founded. But your valour only emboldens 
10 boat a black slave, who has neither strength nor title to 
you j and your courage is not enough to enS)le you to look 
Ut trembling on the dark side of a wan, even when the sun ia 
iUTtbe heavens ” 

“ Thou art insolent /' said Hereward, raising his axe, 

“And thou art foolish,” said the negro, “ to attempt to prove thy 
lUanhood aud thy wisdom by the veiy mode which gives reason for 
calling them both in question. I have already said there can be 
titiic valour in beating a wretch like me ; and no man, surely, who 
wishes to discover his way, would begin by chasing away his guide.” 

“1 follow thee,” said Hereward, stung with the insiiuiatiou of 
‘owardicc ; “but if thou leadest me into a snare, thy free talk sliall 
lOt save thy oones, if a thousand of thy complexion from earth or 
lell, 'were standing ready to back thee.” 

“ I'hou ol](jectest sorely to my complexion,” said the negro ; “ liow 
iiiow osl thou th%t it is, in fact, a thing to be counted and acted 
ipon as matter of reality? Thine own eyes daily apprise thee, 
bat the colour of the sky nightly changes from bright to black, yet 
hou knowesfc that this ia by no means owing to any habitual colour 
»r the heavens themselves. The same change tliat takes place in 
he hue of the heavens has existence in the tinge of the tleep sea- 
low canst tliou tell but wbat the difference of my colour from thine 
may be owing to some deceptious change of a similar nature— 
tot real in itself, but only creating an apparent reality ?” 
i “ Tbou mayst have painted thyself, no doubt,” answered the Varan- 
fian, upon reflection, “ and thy blackness, therefore, may be only 
apparent ; but I think thy old friend himself could hardly have pre- 
bnted these grinning lips, with the white teeth aud flattened nose, 
o nnich to the life, unless that peculiarity of Nubian physiognomy, 
ri thqy call it, had accurately and really an existence ; and, to save 
smd^some trouble, my. dark friend, I will tell thee, that though thou 
'Oeakest to an uneducated Varangian, I am not entirely unskilled 
VI the Grecian art of makij/g subtle words pass upon the hearers 
u stead ofit'kdon.” ^ 

i“Ay?” said the negro, doubtfully, and somewhat surprised; 
l»nt? may^*he slave Diogenes— for so ray master has clmstened 
'4^jindmre iUto the means by which you reached knowledge so 

soon told,” replied Hereward. “My countryman, Witi* 
being a constable bands, retired "from active service, 

M ^nt ^ end of ajrag life in this city of Constantinople. 
Mng either those of reality, as you T^ord it, 

JSbpomp and f^ smS hm exercising ground, tlio poor old man, 
of som^ilR^paSB hjs time, attended the lectures of the 



70 


COUOT OF PAKIS. 

/^frowu iprey under the helmet, was not, as I think, a veiy hopeful 
Btudcnt in our schools/* 

“As much thoiig^h, I should think, as a menial slave, which % 
understand to bo thy condition,” replied the soldier. “ But 1 have 
understood from him that the masters of this idle science make it 
tlieir business to substitute, in their argumentations, mere words 
instead of ideas ; and as they never a^ree upon the precise meaning 
nf the former, their disputes can never arrive at a fair or settled 
conclusion, since they do not og^ree in the language in which they 
express them. Them theories, as they call them, are built on the 
: and, and t)ie wind and tide shall prevail against them.” 

“ Say so to my master,” answered the bSick, in a serious lone. 

“ 1 will,” said the Varangian ; ** and ho shall know me as an igno- 
rant soldier, having but few ideas, and those only concern mg tny 
religion and my military duty. But out of these opinions I will 
ueitlior be beaten by a battery of sophisms, nor cheated b) tlie arts 
or the terrors of the friends of hcatnenism, either in this world or 
<he next.” 

“ You may speak your mind to him then yourself*,” said Diogenes, 
lie stepped to a side as if to make way for the Varaflgiau, to whom 
liO motioned to go forward. 

Hereward advanced accordingly, by a half-worn and almost impor- 
coptiblo path leading through the long rough grass, and, turning 
round a half-demolished shrine, which exhibited the remains of 
At)is, the bovine deity, he came immediately in front of the philoso- 
pher, Agelastes, who, sitting among the ruins, reposed his limbs on 
tlie grass. 


CHAPTER VIIL 

Throngli tho vain webs which puaale sopliistB* t^kilU 
Plain sense and honest moaning work thou* way; 

So sink the varying clouds upon the hill, 

When the clear dawning brightens into day. 

Da Watth. 

Ti IE old man rose from tlie ground witn alacrity, as Hereward 
approached. *'My bold Varangian,” ho said, ^‘thou who Yalnf|f 
men and things, not according to the false estimate 
iliem in this world, but to their real importance and actual vuhio, 
ihou art welcome, whatever has brought thee hither— thou art wel- 
come to a place where it is held the nest business of philosophy to 
stiip man of his boriwed ornaments, and reduce him to the lust 
value of his own attributes of body and mind, singly considered.” 

“You are a courtier, sir,” said the Saxon, “and as a permitted 
companion of the Emperor's Highness, you be aware, that 
there arc twenty times more ceremonies such a man 
^>e acqimiuted with, for regulating the different ranks in society; 
while a plain man like myself may be VrcU excused frpm pushiug 
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himself into the comi»any of those above him, where he does not 
exactly know how he should comport himself.” 

. ‘‘True,” said the philosopher; “but a man like yourself, noble 
Hcreward, merits more consideration in the eyes of a real philoso- 
pher, than a thousand of those mere insects, whom the smiles of a 
court call into life, and whom its frowns reduce to annihilation.” 

“You are yourself, g^rave sir, a follower of the court,” said Here- 
ward. 

“ And a most punctilious one,” said Agelastcs. “ There is not, I 
trust, a subject in the empire who knows better the ten thousand 
punctilios exigible from those of different ranks, and due to different 
authorities. The man is yet to be born who has seen me talcc advau- 
ta^e of any more commodious posture than that of standing- in pre- 
sence of the royal family. But thoug-li I use those false scales in 
society, and so far conform to its errors, my real jiidg-ment is of a 
more grave character, and more W'orthy of man, as said to be formed 
ill the image of his Creator.” ^ 

“There can be small occasion,” said the Varangian, “to exercise 
your judgment in any respect upon me, nor am I desirous that any 
one should think of me otherwise than I am ; — a poor exile, namely, 
who endeavours to fix his faith upon Heaven, and to perform his 
duty to the world he lives in, and to the prince in whose service he 
is engaged. — And now, grave sir, permit me to ask, whether lliis 
meeting is by your desire, and for what is its purpose ? An African 
slave, whom 1 met in the public walks, and who ciills himself l>io- 
geiies, tells me that you desired to speak with me; he hath somewhat 
the humour of the old scoffer, and so he may have lied. If so, I will 
even forgive him the beating which I owe his assui-ance, and make 
my excuse at the same time for having broken iuuiion yourVetire- 
meiit, wliich 1 am totally unfit to share.” 

“Diogenes has not played you false,” answered Agclastes; “he. 
has his humours, as you remarked even now, and with tliese some 
qualities also that put him upon a level with those of fairer com- 
plexion and better features.” 

“And for what,” said the Varangian, “have you sp employed 
him ? Can your wisdom possibly entertain a wish* to converse with 
me?”.*."* (. 

“I am an observer of nature a«d of humanity,” answered the 
riylosopher; “is it not natural that I should tire of those beings 
wim art/'^^v-rnied entirely upon artifice, and long to see something 
more fresh from the hand of nature? ” 

“You sec not that in me,” said the Varangian ; “ the rigour of 

military discipline— the camp— the centurion the armour— n-aine a 

man’s sentiments and limbs to them, m tlie sea-crab is framed to its 
shell. See one of uiS, and you see us all.” 

“ Permit me t^0Ubt that,” said Agclastes ; “ and to suppose that 
in Hereward, thjftf Son of Waltheoff, I see an extraordinary man, 
hinSftelf may be ignorant, owing to bis modesty, of tlie 
rarity ofnis own #6od qualities.” 

.)sJ|The son of waltheoff 1 ” answered the Varangian, fSoinewha- 
stariled.— “ Do you know my father’s name ? ” 
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*‘Bc not surprised/’ answered the pliiloaoplicr, ‘‘at iny possobsin^^ 
ao simple a piece of information. It lias cost me but little {roii])le 
to attain it, yet I would g'ladly hope that the labour 1 have tnken in 
that matter may convince you of ray-real desire to call you friend.” 

“It was indeed an unusual compliment/’ said lloreward, “ that a 
man of your knowledge and station should he at the trouble to 
inquire, among the Varangian cohorts, concerning the descent of 
one of their constables. I scarcely think that niy commander, the 
Acolyte himself, would think such knowledge worthy of being col- 
lected or preserved.” 

“ Greater men than he,” said Apclastcs, “ certainly would not — - 
You know one in high oflice, who thinks the narhes of his most 
faithful soldiers of less moment than those of his hunting dogs or 
Ids hawks, and would willingly save himself the koublc of calling 
them otherwise than by a whistle.” 

“ I may not hear this,” answered the Varangian. 

“ I would not oflend you,” said the philosopher, “I would not even 
shake your good opinion of the person I alhidc to ; yet it surprises 
me that such should be entertained by one of your gr^at qualities.” 

“ A truce with thi.s, grave sir, which is in tact trifling in a person 
of your character and appearance,” answered the Anglo-Saxon. “ 1 
am like the rocks of iny country ; the fierce winds cannot shake me, 
the soft rains cannot melt me ; flattery and loud words are alike lost 
upon me.” 

“ And it is even for that inflexibility of mind/’ replied Ageljvstes, 
“ that steady contempt of everything that approaches thee, save in 
the light of a duty, that 1 demand, almost like a beggar, tliat per- 
sonal acquaintance, wbicli tliou refuscst like a churl.” 

“Tardon me,” said llereward, “if 1 doubt tins. Whatever stories 
you may have picked up concerning me, not unexaggerated probably 
—since the Greeks do not keep the privilege of boasting so entirely 
to themselves but the Varangians nave learned a little of it— you 
can have heard nothing of me which can authorise your using your 
present language, excepting in jest.” 

“ You mistake, iny son,” said Agelastcs ; “ believe me not a person 
to mix in the idle talk respecting you, wdt^i your (.•onn'R^'^- at the 
ale-cup. 8uch as 1 am, I can strike on this broken iniage of Anubis 
- (licrc he touched a gigantic fragment of a statue by his sidej^ 
“ and bid the spirit who long prompted the oracle desccud/STRl ofleo: 
more reanimate the trembling mass. We that are initiated enjoy 
high privileges — wc stamp upon those tuined vaults, and the echo 
which dwells there answers to our demand. Do not think that, 
although I crave thy friendship, I need therefore supplicate thee for 
information either respecting thvself or others.” 

“ Your w'ords are wonderful,*^’ said the Anglo-Saxon ; “ but by 
such promising words I havo heard that many souls have been 
seduced from the path of heaven. My grandsire, K on el 
w^iit say, that the fair words of the heathen philosophy were 
more hurlful the Christian faith than the menaces of the lieathen 
tyrants.”’ ’ * 

“ I knew him,” said Agclastes. “ What avails it whether it was 
’ a 
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in the body or in tlio si)irifc?—llc was converted from the faith ol 
Woden by a noble monk, and died: a priest at the shrine of St 
Aiig'ustin.’’ ^ 

True/’ said Here ward 5 “ all this is certain — and I am the rather 
bound to romember his words, now that he is dead and pfoiie. Wlien 
I hardly knew his meaning?, ho bid me beware of the doctrine which 
caus(dh to err, which is taught by false prophets, who attest their 
doctrine by unreal miracles.” 

“ This/’ said A^ekstes, “ is mere superstition. Thy gfrandsire was 
a good and excellent man, but nan'cvv-'ininded, like other priests ; 
and, dt'ceived by their example, be wished but to open a small 
wick(it in the gate of truth, and admit the world only on that 
limited scale. Seest thou. Here ward, thy grandsire and most men 
of religii'U would fain narrow our intellect to the consideration of 
sn<di parts of ilie immaterial world as are essential to our moral 
guidanc(i here, and our final salvation hereafter ; but it is not the 
less true, iluit man has liberty, provided lie lias wisdom and courage 
to form intimacies with beings more powerful than him.si'lf, who can 
defy the liounds of space by wliieh he is circumscribed, and over- 
come, by their metaphysical powers, difficulties which, to the timid 
and unlearned, may appear wild and impossible,” 

“You talk of a folly,” answered Ilereward, ‘‘at which childhood 
gapes and manhood smiles.” 

On the contrary,” said the sage, “ 1 talk of a longing W'ish which 
every man feels at the bottom of his heart, to Jiold communication 
with beings more powerful than himself^ and who are not naturally 
accessible to onr organs. Believe me, lleiward, so ardent anil 
universal an asjjiration had not existed in our bosoms, had there not 
also been means, if steadily and wisely sought, of attaining its accom- 
plishment. 1 will appeal to thine own heart, and prove to thee, even 
b} a single wt>rd, tliat wiiat I say is truth. Thy thouglits are even 
now upon a being long absent or dead, and with the name of IBuith.a, 
a tlnm^aud emotions rush to thy heart, which in thy ignorance thou 
badsi esteemed Anied uj) for ever, like spoils of the dead Imng 
above aj^oinbsione ! — Thou staiiest and changest thy ctdour — Ijoy 
to seC'oy these signs 'Jmt the firmness and iiulomitablc courage 
whieli men asoi’ihe to thee have left the avenues of the heart as free 

eve^o kindly and to generous affections, while they have barred 
tiiem a^tlhst those of fear, uncertainty, and all the cailifT ti ibe of 
meaner sensations. 1 have proffered to esteem thee, and 1 have no 
hesiiatiou in proving it. 1 will tell thee, if thou desirest to know it, 
the fate of that very Bertha, wliosc memory thou hast cherished in 
Ihy hrcjist iu spite of thee, amidst tlie toil of the day and the repose 
of the n^Vm the battle and in the truce, when sporting with thy 
^ compani™i/jin tlio fields of exercise, or attempting to prosecute the 
;lfitudy of w( 3 ek learningjpjn which, if thou wouldst advance, I can 
hy a short road. 

■ /[While Agelastes thus spoke, the Varangian in some degree i;e- 
cover^^ his composure, and made answer, thougli his voice was 
fioimpiat tremulous. 


5 At Canterbury. 
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Who thou art, I know not — what thou woiildtst with me, I cannot 
toll -by what means thou liasfc gathered intelligence of such consc- 
(jueuce to me, and of so little to anotjier, I have no conception— But 
this I know, that by intention or accident, thou hast pronounced a 
name which agitates my heart to its deepest recesses ; yet am I a 
CJiristian and Varangian, and neither to my God nor to my adopted 
prince will I willingly staggorin my faith. What is to l)e wrought 
by idols or by false deities, must be a treason to the real divinity. 
Kor is it less certain that thou hast let glance some arrows, tlioiigh 
tlic rules of thy allegiance strictly forbid it, at the Emperor lumsdf. 
lien coforward, therefore, I refuse to communicate with thee, be it 
for weal or woe. I am the Emperor’s waged soldier, and altliough 1 
alicct not the nice precisions ot respect and obedience, which are ex- 
acted in so many various cases, and l»v so many various rules, yet I 
am his defence, and my hatMe-nxc is his body guard.” 

‘‘No one doubts iV’ said the philosopher. “But art not tliou also 
hound to a nearer dependence upon tlie great Acolyte, Acliilles Ta- 
tius ? ” • 

“ No. lie is my general, according to tlie rules of our service,” 
answered the Varangian ; “to rne he has always shown himself as a 
kind and good-natured man, and, his dues of rank apart, 1 may say 
has deported himself as a friend rather than a commander, lie is, 
iiowcver, my master's servant as well as 1 am; nor do I liold (lie 
difference ot great amount, which the word of a man can give or take 
away at pleasure.” 

“It is nobly spoken,” said Agelastcs; “and yon yourself are .surely 
entitled to stand erect before one whom you supersede in coiirag'e 
and in the art of war.” 

“ Pardon me,” returned the Briton, “ if 1 decline the attributed 
compliment, as what in no resjiect belongs to me. The Emperor 
chooses his own officers, in respect of their ])ower of serving him as 
lie desires to be served. In lliis it is likely I might fail ; I have 
said already, 1 owe my Emperor my obedience, my duly, and my 
service, nor ^does it seem to me necessary to carry our ex]>lar.a!iou 
farther.” 

‘‘ fSiiigular man ! ” said Agelastes ; “ is tiiere notliing tliUt cau move 
thee but things that are foreign to thyself? The name of thy Eun 
peror and thy commander are no spell upon thee, and cvcv^-'Stiat^lfJ 
the object tliou hast loved ” 

Here the Varangian interrupted him. 

“ I have thought^,” he said, “ upon the words thou hast sjioken — 
thou hast found the means to shake my heart-strings, luit lujt to un- 
settle my principles. 1 will hold no converse with thee on a matter 
in which tliou canst not have interest. — ^Necromanocr,s, it is said, per- 
form their spells by means of the epithets of the Holiest ; no marvel, 
tlion, should they use the names of the purest of liis creation to ,§ei.ye 
their unhallowed purposes. 1 will none of such truckling, disgrace- 
ful to the dead ^^erhaps as to the living. Whatever has been tliy 
purpose, okUman — for, think not thy strange words have passed uu- 
notieiHl— be thou assured I bear that in my heart which n.likft 

the seduction of men and of fiends.” 
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With tliisri ihe soldier turned, aud left the ruined temple, after a 
incliuatioii of Ina head to the philosopher. 

Ai^clastes, after the departure of the soldier, romaiiiod alone, ap- 
parently absorbed in meditation, until he was suddenly disturbed by 
the entrance, into the ruins, of Achilles Talins. The loader of the 
Varangians spoke not until he had time to form some rc.sult from 
the philosopher’s features, lie then said, ^‘Thou remain ost, sag’e 
Aj^elastes, confident in ihe purpose of which we have lately spoken 
toftether? '' 

I do,” said A< 2 :elaste.s, with ^ravily and firmnes.s. 

“ But,” replied Achilles Tatiiis, “ thou hast not grained to our .side 
that proselyte, whose coolness and couragre would serve us better 
in our hour of need than the service of a thousand cold-hearted 
slaves : ” 


* I have not succeeded,” answered the phi1o.sopher. 

“And thou dost not blush to own it?” .said the imperial officer in 
reply. “ TJiou, the wisest of those who yet pretend to Grecian wis- 
dom, the mostj)owcvful of those who still assert tlie skill by words, 
sb*‘ns, names, periapts, and spells, to exceed the sphere to which thy 
faculties helongr, hast been foiled in thy trade of persuasion, like an 
infant worsted in debate with it.? domestic tutor ? Out upon thee, 
tljat tliou ranst not sustain in argrument the character which thou 


woiiUlst so fain assume to thyself! ” 

“Peace!” said tlic Gn‘cian. “I have as yet ^>rained notliiiigr, it 
is truo, over this obstinate and inflexible man ; but, Achilles Tatius, 
iieitluT have I lost. We both stand where yesterday wo did, witli 
this advantagpe on my side, that I have sugfgfcslcd to him such an ob- 
ject of interest as he shall never he able to cx])el from his mind, until 
he hath liad recourse to me to ohtiiin farther knowlecl^’c concerning’ 
it. — And now let this sing’ular person remain for a time umm ntioned ; 
yet, trust me, tliougii flattery, avarice, aud ambition may fail to g’a-iu 
liirn, a bait ncvcrthclesis rcnuiina, that shall make liim as completely 
our own as any that is bound w’ithiii our mystic and inviolable coii- 
tracl. T(‘ll me, then, how go on the affiiir.s of the empire? Does 
this tide^Latiii warriors, so strangely set aflowing, still rusli on to 
tlic bapl^f the liosplihrus? and docs Alexius still enterlain hopes- 
to diminish aud divide the strength of numbers, which he could in 
SMfek'U lii^Jodefy?” 

“ Bomcthiiig further of intelli^rcncc has been gained, even within 
a very few hours,” aiiswcrod Achilles Tatius. “Bohemond came to 
the city with some six or eight light horse, and in a species of dis- 
guise. (jonsidcring how often he had been the Emperor’s enemy, 
his project was a perilous one. But when is it tliat these Franks 
draw back on account of danger? The Emperor perceived at once 
that tlie Copt was come to .see what he mignt obtain, by pi’esenting 
very first object of his liberality, and by offerings his 
mcdiatoi; with Godfrey of Bouillon and the other princes 

policy,” answered the sage, “ for whipii.he would- 
credit from the Emperor.” ' 

Miilles Tatius proceeded “ Count Boliemojid was discovered 
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to the imperial court as if it were by more accitleui, and lie was 
welcomed with marks of favour and splendour which Inul never been 
even mentioned as being: fit for any one of the Frankish race. There 
was no word of ancient enmity Or of former wars, no mention of 
Bohoinond as the ancient usurper of Antioch, and the ciicroacdier 
u])on the empire. But thanks to Heaven were returned on all sides 
which liad sent a faithful ally to the imperial assistance at a moment 
of sncli imminent peril.” 

“ And what said Bohemond ?” inquired the philosopher. 

“ Little or nothing:,” said tlie captain of the Varangians, “ until, ns 
I learned from the domestic slave Narses, a larg'C snni of gfold had 
been abandoned to him. Considerable districts were afterwards 
agreed to be ceded to biin, and other advantages granted, on coiuli- 
tion he slionld stand on this occasion the steady friend of the empire 
and its master. Such was the Emperor’s mnnificience towards the 
greedy barbarian, that a chamber in the palace was, by clniiice, as ib 
were, left exposed to his view, containing large quantities of manu- 
factured silks, of jewellers’ work, of gold and silver, and other arti- 
cles of great value. When the rapacious Frank cq;iild not forbear 
some expressions of admiration, ho was assured that the contents of 
the treasure-chniuber were his own, provided lie valued them as 
showing’ forth the warmth and sincerity of his imperial ally towards, 
his friends ; and these precious articles w'cre accordingly conveyed 
to the tent of the Norman leader. ]>y such measures, the ICmperor 
must make himself master of Bohemond, both body and soul, for the 
Franks themselves say it is strange to see a inan of undaunted 
bravery, iiml towering ambition, so infected, ncvertheloss, with avar- 
ice, wdiich they term a mean and unimtnral vice.” 

“ BolKMiiomi,” said Agclastes, “N then the Emiieror’s for life and 
death— always, that is, till the recollection of (he royal ninnifieence 
he effaced by a greater gratuity. Alexins, ])roiid as lie naturally is 
of bis niauagoiucnt with tliis inqioftant cbiefLain, will no doubt ex- 
pect to jirevail by liis counsels, on most of tlie other crusaders, and 
even on Godfrey of Bouillon himself, to take an oath of submission 
and lid<?lit3» to the banperor, which, were it not for the sacred nature 
of their warfare, the meanest gcnllcma^i| among tlieuv^yvould not 
submit to, were it to be lord of a^'in-ovincc. There, then, we rest. A 
few (lays must determine what we have to do. An earlier discovery 
would be destruction.” 

“ We meet not then to-night?” said the Acolyte. 

“ No,” replied the sage ; unless wc are summoned to that fooi- 
ish stage-play or recitation ; and then we meet as playthings in the 
hand of a silly woman, the spoiled child of a weak-minded (larent.” 

Tatius then took his leave of the pliilosophei', and, as if fearful of 
being seen in each other’s company, they lefc their solitary place of 
met‘ting by different routes. The Varangian, Ilereward, received, 
shortly after, a summons from his superior, who acquainted him, 
ho should not, as formerly intimated, require his attendrtiiw"'tiijS| 
evening*. * 1 

Achilh’Vthcn paused, and added, — “Thou hast something on thy lips - 
thou wouldst say to me, which nevertheless hesibates to break forth/*' 
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iri oiiiy this/' answered the soldier; *‘1 have had an interview 
with tJio man callod Ag'elaHtcs, and he Hceins something* so di/fereiit 
from what lie appeared when we last spoke of liim, that 1 cannot for- 
hoar UKintioning to you what I have Been, lie is not an insignificant 
trlfter, object it is to raise a langli at his own expense, or that 

or any olhov. lie is a deep-thinking and far-reaching man, who, 
for Bonie reason or other, is desirous of forming friends, and draw- 
ing a. p.'irty to liiniself. Your own wisdom will teacli you to beware 
of him.” 

“ Thou art an honest fellow, my poor llereward,’' said Achillea 
Taliiis, with an affectation of good-natured contenint. Such men 
as Agelastes do often frame their severest jests in tiie shape of for- 
mal gravity- dliey will proteml to possess the most unbounded power 
over elements and elemental spirits— they will make themselves mas- 
ters of the luimes and anecdotes best known to those whom they make 
their sport ; and any one who shall listen to tliem, shall, in the words 
of the ihmier, only expose himself to a flood of inextinguish- 

able laughter. I have often known him select one of the rawest and 
most ignorant persons in ijresence, and to him, for the amusement of 
the rest, he has ])rel ended to cause the ahsciit to aiijiear, the distant 
to draw near, and the dead theniHclves to burst the cerements of the 
grave, 'fake care, Jicreward, that his arts make not a stain on the 
credit of ojie of niy bravest Varangians.” 

“'riKM'c is no danger,” answered 11 ere ward, “I shall not be fond 
of being ufieu with this man. If he jests upon one subject which he 
hath menli'Mied 1 (j me, 1 shall he hut l(»o likely to teacli him serious- 
ness aluT a I’.mgh manner. And if he is serK)Us in his pretensions 
in snrih m^.nic.;! iimUers, W'e sliould, according to tlie failh <ji my 
grandfaHier l^enelni, do insult to the deceased, whose name is taken 
in the uiouiii of a soothsayer, or impious enchanter. I will not, 
tluu’efoie, again go near this Agelastes. he he wizard, or bo he im- 
poslor.” 

“ You apprehend UKi not,” said the Acolyte, hastily; “you mistake 
my lueaniiig. He is a man from whom, if ho pleascH to converse 
with such as you, you may derive much knowledge; keeping out of 
the reach ol* those prel ended secret arts, which he will only use to 
turn thee Into ridicule.” Willi these words, which lie himself would 
piu’haps have felt it <litricult to reconcile, the leader and his follower 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Between the foarainfr jaws of the white forrent. 

The skilful artist draws a sudden mound ; 

By level lon^; ho subdivides their .strcrifjth, 

Stcalinff the waters from their rocky bed, 

First to diminish what ho means to conquer ; 

Then for tho residue ho forms a road, 

ICasy to keep, .and painful to dosert, 

And guiding to tho end the planner aim’d at. 

The Bufiiiuer, 

It would Iiavc been easy for Alexin.s, by a course of uyowed sus- 
picion, or any false step in the manner of receiving’ tliis tuinultnary 
invasion of the European nations, to have blowif into a tlaino tbo 
iiiimcrouH bnt smothered ^^rievances under wbicli tli(;y Uibouved ; and 
a similar catastrophe would not have been les.s (.‘evlain, laid he at. 
once abiindoned all tlioiigdils of resistance, ami pJiiced his hope of 
safety in surrendering’ to the inultitudos of the west wluitsoevor they 
accounted worth taking. Tbo Emperor chose a middle cour.jo ; amh 
umpiestionahly, in the weakness of tlic Greek empire', it was tin; 
only ono^whicii would have givou him at once safety, and a grea; 
degree of consequence, in tho eyes of the Frank invaders ami (hose 
of his own subjoctH. Tlie means with which ho acted wev * of various 
kinds, and, rather from policy than inclination, weri; ofln'n stained 
with falsehood or ineamiess; therefore it follows that (lic measures 
of tho Emperor resembled tho.se of tlio .snake, who tw ine-i Iiinmolf 
through the grass, for the purpose of siiiigin';- inihiioii.-^ly those 
whom ho fears to approach with the stop of the bold and gtmcroiis 
lion. We arc not, however, writing the History of flic (h-usadcs, 
and what wo have already said of the Ernperor’.i preeauiioiis on tlie 
first appearance of Godfrey of Eouillon ami liis assoeiaK's muy suf- 
fice for the elucidation- of our story. 

About four weeks had now passed over, marked by (piarrels and 
reconcilements between the crusaders it%d the Grccia..:; of the em- 
pire, The former were, a.s Alexims’s policy dictated, occa.sionaily 
ami individually received with extreme honour, and their le.udm’s 
loaded with respect and favour; while, from time to timc5^<.'Lffh Wdjl3 
of them as sought distant or circuitous routes to the ca})ital w<iftj 
intercepted and cut to pieces by light-armed troop-s, wdio easily passed 
upon their ignorant ojiponcnts for Turks, Soy tliians, or other infidels, 
and sometimes were actually siiclt, but in the service of the Grecian 
monarch. Often, too, it happened, that while the moi’o powoiTul 
chiefs. of tho cru-sade were feasted by the Emperor and his ministers 
w'ith tlie ricliest delicacies, and their thirst slaked wu'tli iced wines, 
tbejr followers w’erc left at a distance, where, intentionally, 
with ndulte]jated flour, fainted provisions, and bad water, tliey coiH 
Iractcdgjiseaaes, and died in great nnmhers, without liaving onco' 
seen a foot of tlie Holy Land, for tlio recovery of wliich they liad 
abandoned their peace, their competence, and their native cf untry,^ 
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ag’gT’ossioiis did not pass without complaint. Many of the 
cruisadin^ chiefs impuQ’ned the fidelity of their allies, exposed the 
losses sustained by their armies as evils voluntarily inflicted on them 
by the Greeks, and on more than one occasion the two nations stood 
opposed to each other on such terms that a g^eneral war seemed to 
bo inevitable. 

Alexius, however, though obligred to have recourse to eveiT finesse, 
still kept his g-round, and made peace with the most powerful chiefs, 
under one pretence or other. The actual losses of the crusaders by 
the sword lie imputed to their own aggressions— their misouidance, 
to accident and to wilfulness — the effects produced on them by the 
adulterated provisions, to the vehemence of their own appetite for 
raw fruits and iinripened wines. In short, there was no disaster of 
any kind whatsoever which could possibly befall the unhappy pilgrims 
but tlie Emiieror stood prepared to prove that it was the natural 
consoqucncc of their own violence, wilfuluess of conduct, or hostile 
precipitancy. 

Tlic chiefs, who were not ignorant of their strength, would not, it 
was likely, liave*tamoly suffered imuries from a power so inferior to 
their own, were it not that they had formed extravagant ideas of tlie 
wealth of thohlastern empire, which Alexius seemed willing to share 
with them with an excess of bounty as new to the leaders as the rich 
ju'oductions of the East were tempting to their followers. 

The French nobles would perhaps have been tlie most difficult to 
he brought into order when uiflcrcnces arose, but an accident, which 
the Emperor might have termed providential, reduced the high- 
spirited Count of Vcrinaudois to the situation of a suppliant, when 
lie e.Kpected to liold tliat of a dictator. A fierce tempest surprised 
his fleet af(er he set sail from Italy, and he M’as finally driven on tlie 
coast of Greece. Many ships were destroyed, and those troops wlio 
got ashore were so much dmtressed that they were obliged to sur- 
render themselves to the lieutenants of Alexius. So that the Count 
of Veniiunduis, so haughty in his hearing when he first embarked, 
was sent to tlie court of Constantinople, not as a prince, but as a 
prisoner. In this case, the Emperor instantly set the Soldiers at 
liberty, ainHf»aded them vAi’th presents.^ 

Gratoful, therefore, for attentions in which Alexius was unremit- 
tiug,^ Count Hugh was, by gratitude ns well as interest, inclined to 
jnh ihe^hjon of those who, for other reasons, desired the suhsist- 

ce of peace betwixt the crusaders and the empire of Greece. A 
better ])rinciple defiermined the celebrated Godfrey, Raymond of 
Tliouloiiso, and sOJpJ others, in whom devotion was sometliing more 
than a mere bugst of fanaticism. These princes considered with 
what scandal^ tlt#r whole journey must be stained, if the first of their 
oxjdoits sh4jp‘,1)e a war upon the Grecian empire, which might 
justly be ciUSgId the barrier of Christendom. If it was weak, and at 
the Siuaig.tiu^ rich— if at the same time it invited rapine, and w’as 
■iinahle pi%t.oct itself against it— it was the more theii: interest and 
d[Bfy, as Cliristian soldiers, to protect a Christian state, whose exist- 


See Mill's JUsiory of the CrvsaClxSt vol. i. p. OG, 
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ciioe was of so much consequence to the common cause, even when 
it could not defend itself. It was the wish of these frank-hoarted 
men to receive the Emperor's professions of friendship with such 
sincere returns of amity — to return his kindness with so much usury, 
as to convince him that their purpose towards him was in every 
respect fair and honourable, and that it would be his interest to 
abstain from every injiirioits treatment which nii^ht induce or com- 
pel them to alter their measures towards him. 

It was with this accommodating spirit towards Alexius, which, for 
many different and complicated reasons, had now animated most of 
the crusadei*s, that the chiefs consented to a measure which, in other 
circumstances, they would probably have refused, as undue to the 
Greeks, and dishonourable to themselves. This was the famous 
resolution, tliat, before crossing the Bosphoroiis to go in quest of 
that Palestine which they had vowed to reg-ain, each chief or crusa- 
ders would acknowledge individually the Grecian Eiiqieror, origi- 
nally lord paramount of all these regions, as their liege lord and 


suzerain. ^ ^ , 

The ]5mperor Alexius, with trembling joy, beheld tlie crusaders 
a])proach a conclusion to which he Iiad Tiopcal to liribe them rather 
by interested means than by reasoning, altlioiigh much might be said 
why provinces reconquered from the Turks or Baracens should, if 
recovered from the inlidel, become again a part of the Grecian cm- 
jure, from which they had been rent without any pretence, save that 
of violence. 


Though fearAil, and almost despairing of being able to manage 
tlic rude and discordant army of liaughty chiefs, who wei'c wholly 
independent of each other, Alexius failed not, with eagerness and 
dexterity, to seize iqioii the admission of Godfrey and Iiis compeers, 
tliat the Emperor was entitled to the allegiance of all who should 
war on ralcstine, and natural lord paramount of all the conquests 
whicli .should be made in the course of the expedition, lie was 
resolved to make this ceremony so public, and to interest men’s 
minds in it by .such a display of the imperial pomp and munificence, 
that it should not cither pass unknown, or readily forgotten. 

An extensive terrace, one of the numerous spaces wiiich extend 
along the coast of the Propontis, was chosen for the site of the mag- 
nificent ceremony. Here wa^daced an elevated and auguiii 
calculated for the use of the Emperor alone. On this occasion, by^ 
suffering no other seats within view of the jiagcant, the Greeks 
endeavoured to secure a point of ceremony peculiarly dear to their 
vanity, namely, that none of that presence, save the Slinpcror him- 
self, should be seated. Around the throne of Alexius Comnciuis 
v/ere placed in order, hut standing, the various dignitaries of his 
splendid court, in their different ranks, from the Protosebastos and 
t lie Ctesar, to the Patriarch, splendid in his eccic.siastical robes, and 
to Agolasto.s, who, in his simple habit, gave also the necessary attend- 
ance. Behind und around the splendid display of the Emperor’s 
court, were \lrawii many dark circles of the exiled Anglo-Saxons. 
These, by their own desire, were not, on that memorable day, ac- 
coutred in the silver corslets which were the fashion of an idle coprt, 
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but slieatlicd in mail and plate. Tlicy desired, they said; to be 
known as warriors to warriors. This w as the more readily /^ranted, 
as there was no knowing* what trille might infringe a truce between 
parties so intlajnmable as were now assembled. 

Beyond the Varangians, in much greater numbers, were drawn up 
the hands of Grecians, or Homans, then known by the title of Im- 
mortals, which had been borrowed by the Romans originally froni 
the empire of Persia. The stately form, lofty crests, and splendid 
api)arol of these guards, would have given the foreign ])rinces pre- 
sent a Inglicr idea of their military prowess, had there not occurred 
in their ranks a frequent indication of loquacity and of motion, form- 
ing a strong contrast to the steady composure and deathlike silence 
wdlh whicli the well-trained Varangian.s .stood in tlie parade, like 
statues made of iron. 

The reader ininst then conccnvc this throne in all the pomp of Ori- 
ental greatness, suiTounded by the foreign and Roman troops of the 
cm])ire, and closed on the rear by clouds of light-horse, wIjo shifted 
llu'ir })l!iccs ropcaledly, so as to convey an idea of their mnltitude, 
without aflbrcling the* exact means of estimating it. Through the 
dust whicli they raised by th(;se evolutions, might bo seen banners 
and standards, among wdiicli could be discovered by glances, the 
c(*lebral(*d Labaiium,' the pledge of conquest to the imperial ban- 
ners, but wliosc .sacred efHcacy had somowliat failed ot late days. 
The ]*iid(‘ soldiers of the West, who viewed the Grecian army, main- 
tained that th(‘ standards which were exhibited in front of tlndr line, 
wove Jit least sidlicient for the array of ten times the number of sol- 
diers. ^ 

Far’ on the right, the anpctiranceof a very large body of Kuropean 
cavalry drann itj) on ihe .sea-shore, intimated the presence ot the 
cru.^'iuh r.s. »So great wa.s the desire to follow the example of the 
cliicf Priiice.s, Dnke.s, and Counts, in making the propo.sed fealty, 
that the nnnibcv of independent knights and nobles, who were to 
})erforni tliis service, seemed very great when collected together 
fur that ])ur}i<).so : for every crusader who possessed a ^ower, and led 
six lances, would inive^honglit himself abridged of bis dignity if he 
had no( been calhul to acknowledge the Grecian Emperor, ami hold 
the lands lie should conquer of his throne, as well as Godfrey of 
or lliigli the (freat, Coiint of Yerrnandois. And yet, with 
strange incon.'.isleiicy, tliough theypressed to fLilfil the homage as that 
win’ch was ])ai(j ])y greater persons than themselves, tliey .seemed, at 
the very same tiunj, desirous to find some mode oi* intimating that 
the homage which they rendered they felt as an idle degradation, 
and in fact held the whole show as a mere piece of mockeiw. 

Tim order of the procession had been thus settled :-*-Thc Cru- 
saders, or, as the Grecian.*^ called Ihcni, the Ce?/?U5,—that' being tlie 
most eonuupu among them,— were to advance from tlie left of 
their b()ily, «itti'U imsking the Emperor one by one, were apprised that, 
% pnssiiig^ach was to render to him, in as few ord.s‘ns pos.sihle, 
the horn which' had been previously agreed on. ^‘Godfrey of 
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Bouillon, his brother Baldwin, Boheinond of Antioch, and several 
other crusaders of cnainence, were the first to perform the ceremony, 
ali^'Iitiu^' wlien their own part was peribrmed, and remaining in at* 
tendance by the Emperors chair, to prevent, by the awe of their 
presence, any of tlieir numerous associates from being guilty of 
petulance or i)resinnptiou during the solemnity. Other crusaders 
of less degrcii retained their station near the Emperor, when tliey 
had once gained it, of mere curiosity, or to show that they were 
as much at liberty t<Sw-.so as the greater commanders wlm assumed 
tlmt priviic'gc. 

'i'iiiis two groat bodies of troops, Grecian and European, paused 
at some (listance from oacli other on tlio banks of the r»osi)]u)rus 
canal, difieriiig in Iaugiiag<', arms, and appearance. The small 
troops of lioi-.so wliicii Irom time to time ].Hsued forlli from these 
bodies, resendded llie lluslics onightning pas.sing from one thunder- 
cloud to another, which conununicah‘ to encli other by such emis- 
saries their overcharged coutmU;'. Aft<‘r some halt on the margin 
of the Bosphorus, the Franks who laid performed homage, straggled 
irregularly foiwvard to a quay on the shore, where iiinimieraldo 
galleys and smaller vcs.seds, provided for the i)iirpose, lay with sfiils 
and oars prepared to waft tlie warlike ])ilgi’ims across the passage, 
anl place them on tliat Asia which they longed so passionately to 
visit, and from which but few of them \vej-c likely to return, 'fhe 
gay appcaraiico of the vessel.^ which were to receive (liem, the readi- 
ness with which they were supplied with refreshments, the narrow- 
ness of the strait they laid to cross, the near ai>proach of that 
active s(‘rviee which they had vowed and longed to discharge, put 
the warriors into gay siiirils, and song.s and music boro chorus to the 
de])arting oars. 

While such >vas the temper of the crusaders, t lie Grecian Emperor 
did his best through the whole ceremonial to im))r(»ss on the anmal 
nuiltitiide the highest ideas of his own grandeur, and the importance 
of the occasion which luul brought them togi*thcr. This was readily 
admitted by the bighev chiefs; some beca.n.'^e their vanity had been 
propititit(‘d',-— ^omo because their avarice ii:i(I]»een gratified, ■—some 
because their ambition liad been inllanied,* - and a few, a very few, 
beijniise (o remain friends with Alexius wars the most probable means 
of advancing the jmvposes of their expedition. Accordiqgl^^tlip 
great lords, from these varion.s motives, practised a humility wdiidi 
iierhajis they wore far from feeling, and carefully abstained I'roni all 
which might .seem like irreverence at the solemn festival ^of the 
Gi ocians. But there were very many of a difterent temper. 

Of I he great number of counts, lords, and knights, under whose 
variety of banners the crusaders were led to the walls of Constan- 
tinople, many were too in.siguificant to be bribed to this distasteful 
measure of homage ; and tliese, 1 hough they felt it dangerous to op- 
pose resistance, yet mixud their submission with taunts, ridicule, and 
s^ucU eontnwentij^ns of decorum, as plainly intimated that they enter- 
triincd resentment and scorn at the step they were about to take, and 
esteemed it as proclaiming tliemsclves vassals to a prince, heretic in 
■>is faith, limited in the exercise of his boasted power, their enemy 
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when he dared show himself such, and llie friend of those only 
ainonj? their number, who were able to compel him to be so ; and 
who, though to tliem an obsequious ally, was to the others, wlieii 
occasion offered, an insidious and murderous enemy* 

I'Jie nobles of Frankish orig’in and descent were chiefly remark- 
able for their presumptuous contempt of every other nation engfaged 
in the crusade, as well as for their dauntless bravery, and for the scorn 
with wliieli they regfarded the power and authority of the Greek 
empire. It was a common sayingr amongf tliein, that if the skies 
should fall, the French crusaders "alone were able to hold them up 
with their lances. The same bold and arroffant disi)osiiion showed 
itself in occasional quarrels with their unwilling hosts, in which the 
Greeks, notwithstanding all their art, were often worsted ; so that 
Alexius was detcrmjncd, at all events, to get rid of these intractable 
aivl fiery allies, by ferrying them over the llosuhorus with all manner 
of diligence. To do this with snfct3% he availed himself of the pre- 
sence of the Count of Vermandois, Godfrey of Bouillon, and other 
chiefs of great influence, to keep in order the lesser Frankish knights, 
who were so' numerous and unruly.^ 

Struggling with his feelings of offended pride, tempered by a pru- 
dent degree of apprehension, the Emperor cndc.avoured to receive 
with complacence a homage tendered in mockery. An incident 
sliortly took place of a character highly descriptive of the nations 
brought together in so extraordinary a manner, and with such dif- 
ferent feelings and sentiments. Several bands of Frencli had passed, 
in^ a sort of ])rocossion, the throne of the ]^hnp(‘ror, and rendered, 
with some appearance of gravity, the usual homage. On this occa- 
sion they bent their knees to Alexius, placed their hands wilhin his, 
and ill that posture paid the ceremonies of feudal fealty, lint when 
it came to the turn of Bohemond of Antioch, already mentioned, to 
render this fealty, the l^inpcror, desirous to .show every spei'ies of 
honour to this wily person, his former enemy, and now a])])arcntly 
his ally, advanced two or three paces towards the sea-sido, where the 
boats lay as if in readiness for his use. 

The distance to whipli the Emperor moved was vefv small, and it 
was assumed as a piece of deference to Bohemond; but it became 
the means of exposing Alexius himself to a cutting aflront, wliieli 
«of'i;4i'fuip*ds and subjects felt deeply as an intentional Immiliation. 
A half score of horsemen, attendants of the Frankish Count wlio was 
next to perform the homage, with their lord at tlnur head, set off at 
full gralloj) from the right flank of the French squadrons, and. ar- 
riving* before the throne, which wa.s yet empty, they at once halted. 
The rider at the head of the band was a strong herculean figure, 
with a decided aiul stern countenance, though extremely haudsome, 
,looking*ou^|:pui thick black curls. His head was surmounted witli 
a barret capi while his bands, limbs, and feet were covered with gar- 
ments of cfiftinois leather, over which ho in general wore the pon- 
derous apdfbomplete armour of his country. This, however, he had 
laid asid,-e Ibr personal convenience, though in doing sp he evinced' ai 


1 See Mills, vol. i., clmp. 3. 



COUNT ROBERT OP PAUl^i. 


OB 

total ne/^fJect of the ceremonial which marked so important a mecthigv 
He waited not a moment for the Emperor’s return, nor regarded the 
impropriety of obliging' Alexius to hurry liis steps back to his throne, 
but sprung from his gi'^ntic horse, ana throw tiio reins loose, which 
were instantly seized ny one of the attendant pages. Without a 
moment’s hesitation the Frank seated himself in the vacant throne 
of the Emperor, and, extending his half-armed and robust fisrure on 
the golden cushions which were destined for Alexius, ho indolently 
began to caress a large wolf-hound ivhich had followed him, and 
which, feeling itself as much at case as its master, reposed i<s giim 
form on the carpets of silk and gold damask, which tapestried the 
imperial footstool. The very hound stretclied itself with a bold, 
ferocious insolence, and seemed to regard no one with respect save 
the stern knight whom it called master. 

The Emperor, turning back from the short space which, as a 
special mark of favour, he had accompanied Bohemoiul, beheld with 
astonishment his seat occupied by this insolent Frank. The bands 
()f the half-savage Varangians who were stationed around would not 
have hesitated an instant in avenging the insult, by prostrating the 
violator of their master’s throne even in this act or his contempt, 
had tliey not been restrained by Achilles Tatius and other officers, 
w'lio were uncertain what the Emjieror would do, and somewhat 
timorous of taking a resolution for themselves. 

Meanwhile the unceremonious knight spoke aloud, in a speech 
which, though provincial, might be understood by all to whom the 
French language was known, while even those who understood it 
not, gathered its interpretation from his tone and manner. ‘‘What 
cliurl is tliis,” lie said, “who has i*emained sitting stationary, like a 
block of w'ood or the fragment of a rock, when so many noble 
knights, tlie dower of cbivali^ and muster of gallantry, stand un- 
covered around, among the Ihricc-conquercd Varangians?” 

A dee]), clear accent replied, as if from the bottom of the earth, 
so like it was to tlie accents of some being from the other w^orld,— 
“If the ]Normans desire battle .of the Varangians, they will meet 
IIkou in tlie lists man to man, without the poor boast of insulting 
(he. Ihnpcror of Greece, who is well kno%ii to ligiit only by the 
hatllc-axcs of his g'uard.” 

The astonisliment was so great when this answer was heard as to 
afreet even the knight, wdiosc insult upon the Emperor 
sioned it; and amid the cirorts of Achilles to retain his soldiers 
within the bounds of subordination and silcnccj a loud murmur 
s('emed to intimate that they would not long remain so. Bohemond 
returned through the press with a celerity which did not so well suit 
tlic dignify of Alexius, and, catching the crusader bv the arm, he, 
soriiothii\g between fair means and a gentle degree of force, obliged 
him to leave the chair of the Emperor, in which he had placed him- 
self so. boldly. 

“How is it,” said Bohemond, “noble Count of Paris? Is there 
one of this, gix'at assembly who can see with patience that your 
name, so wdddy renowned for valour, is now to be quoted in an idle 
brawl with hirelings, whose utmost boast it is to bear a mercenary 
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bilttle-axe in tlic rnnks of the Eiji]>cror’s g’liards ? P^>r sliame — ^for 
shftme—do not, for the discredit of Norman chivnlry, let it be bo ! ** 

*‘Ikiio\v not,” said tkc crusader, risin;^ reluctantly — ‘‘I am not 
nice in choosin<? the decree of iny adversary, wheu he bears himself 
like one who is willing and forward in battle. I am good-natured, 
I tell thee, Count Bohemond ; and Turk or Tartar, or wandering 
Anglo-Saxon, who only escapes from the chain of the Noriuans to 
become the slave of the Greek, is equally ^Yelcome to wliot his blade 
clean against my armour, if lie desires to' achieve such an honourable 
office.” 

The Emperor had heard what passed— had heard it with indigini- 
tion, mixed with fear; for he imagined the whole scheme of his })olicy 
was about to be overturned at once by a premeditated plan of per- 
sonal affront, and jirobably an assault tipon his ])erson. lie was 
about to call to arms, when, casting his eyes on the right flank of 
the crusaders^ he saw that all remained quiet after the Frank Banm 
had transferred himself from theuce. He therefore* in'<tantly re- 
solved to let the insult pass, as one of tlie rough pleasanirics of the 
!Erauks, sinco^thc advance of more troops did not give any symptom 
of an actual onset. 

liesolving on his line of conduct 'with the quickness of thought, 
he glided back to his canopy, and stood beside his throne, of which, 
however, lie cliose not instantly to take possession, lest he sliould 
give tli(i insolent stranger some ground for renewing and persiivting 
in a conipetili(m for it. 

“ What bold Vavasour is this,” said he to Count Baldwin, “ iviiom, 
as is apparent from his dignity, I ought to have received seated 
upon, my throne, and who thinks* proper thus to viudicatc ]\is rank ? ” 

** He IS reckoned one of the bravest men in onr host,” answered 
Baldwin, “tbougli tbc brave are as numeniiis there a.s the sands of 
tin? sea. Ho will liiinsclf tell you bis name and rank/' 

Alexius looked at the Vavasour. Ho saw nothing in liis large, 
well-formed features, lighted by a wild touch of enthusiasm wliieb 
spoke ill bis ([uiek < v<‘, iliai intimated premeditated in^ailt, and was 
induoeii to .snpjiose iliat what bad oceurred, so contrary to the form 
and cerenmiiial <>f (lie, Grecian coui’t, was neither an inteniionai 
aliVont, nor designed as the means of introducing a ipiarrel. He 
tjmn^n’e, s])oke with comparative oaso, when he addre.^'^sed the 
sfnm^'r *l1jus:' We know not by what dignified name to salute 
you; but we are aAvaie, from Count Baldwiifs information, tlmt we 
arc honoured in having in our nresence one of the bravest knights 
whom a sense of the wrongs done to the Holy Land has brought 
tlms far on his way to Ihilestine, to free it from Its bondage.” 

“If you mean to ask name,” answertMl the European knight, 
“ any one of these pilg||K can readily satisfy yiUi, and more grace- 
fully than I can ipysiei!^ since wo use to say in our country that 

f tany a fierce quan^^^^prcvented from being fought out by an uii- 
mm discIoalur^^MitpeH, when men, who might h^>ve fcnight wdth 
le of God Iheir eyes, niust, when their namer, twe nnini- ' 

ftoted, i*cct>gn^ e'afen other as spiritual allies, by baptism, gossipred, 
or some such irresistible bond of friendship; whereas, had they 
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fought first iiiicl ioJd their liaincs after ward ;i, they could Jiavo liad 
some assnraiico of each other’s valour, and have been able to view 
their friendship as an honour to both.” 

“ Still,” said tlie Enaperor, “metliinks 1 would know if you, who, 
ill this extraordinary press of kiiig’lits, seem to assert a precedence 
to yourself, claim the dignity due to a king or prince ? ” 

“Plow speak you that ?” said the Frank, witli a brow somewhat 
overclouded ; “ do you feel that I have not left you unjostled by my 
<idvance to these squadi'ons of yours ? ” 

Alexius hastened to answer that he felt no particular desire to 
connect the Count with an atfroiit or offence ; observing that, in the 
extreme necessity of the Empire, it no time for him, wdjo w as at 
the helm, to engage in idle or unnecessary quarrels.” 

The Frankish knight heard him, and answered drily— “ Since 
such are your sentiments, 1 wmnder that you have ever resided long 
enough within the heaving of the French lan^^uage to learn to sp(‘tik 
it as you do. I would have thought some of the sentiments of the 
chivalry of the nation, since you are neither a monk nor a woman, 
W'ould, ot tlie same time with the words of the dialect have found 
their w’iiy into your heart.” 

“lliisli, 8ir Count,” said Bohenunul, who I’cmained by the Km- 
]a'ror to avert the tlireatctling quarrel. “ It is surely requisite to 
aus'wer the Emperor with ciV^jiy ; and those who are impatient for 
warfare will have iufid^ e^piigh to wage it with, lie only de- 
manded your name and iTneagv, whicli you of all men can lnuelea>t 
objection to disclose.” 

“I know not if it mil interest this iiriuce, or Empu'or as you 
term liim,” answered the Frank Count; “ hut all the accauint 1 can 
give of my.self is this ; — In the midst of one of the vast foresr;’> whicli 
occupy tlie centre of Franc(‘, my native counti'y, there stands a 
chapel, sunk so low into the ground, that it .seems" as if it were he- 
eomc decrepid by its ow'u great ago. The imago of the Holy Vir- 
gin who presides over its altar is called by all men our Ijiuly of the 
Ih'okeii J.ances, and is accounted through the whole kingilom the 
iiio,-.,t celebraUal for military adveiUures. Four beaten roads, each 
leitding from an opjiosite point in the coilfcpass, meet before the 
principal door of the chapel; and ever and anon, as a good knight 
arrives at lliis place, he passes in to the performance of his devotions 
in the chapel, having first sounded his horn three time.s, till aslp^ww 
oak tree quiver ana ring. Having then kneeled down to his devo- 
tions, he seldom arises from tlie mass of Her of the Broken Lances, 
blit there is attending on his leisure some adventurous knight 
ready to satisfy the new-comer’s desire of battle. This station 
have I held for a inonlli and more against all comers, and all ga-ve 
me fair thanks for tlie knightly manner of quitting myself towards 
them, cxce^it one who hatltlie evil hap to mil from his horse and 
did break his neck ; and another who was struck through the body, 
so that the. lance came out behind his back about a cloth-yard, all 
dripping with Wood. Allowing for such accidents, which cannot 
easily be avoided, my opponents parted Nvith mo with fair ackuow 
Icdgmcnt of the grace I had done them.” 
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"I conceive, Sir Knfg'Iif,” said the Emperor, a form like 

yours, animated by the courage you display, is likely to find few 
equals even among your adventurous countrymen ; far less among 
men who arc taught that to cast away their lives in a senseless quar- 
rel among themselves, is to throw away, like a boy, the gift of rro- 
videnco.’* 

You arc welcome to your opinion,’’ said the Frank, somewhat 
contemptuously; “yet 1 assure you, if you doubt that our gallant 
strife was unmixed with sullenness and anger, and that wo hunt not 
the liart or the boar witli merrier hearts in the evening*, than we 
dischai'ge our task of cliivalry by the morn had arisen, before the 
portal of the old chapel, you do us foul injustice.” 

“With the Turks you will not enjoy* this amiable exchange of 
courtesies,” answered Alexius. “Wherefore 1 Avould advise you 
neitlier to stray far into the van nor into the rear, but to abide by 
the standard where the best infidels make their eUbrts, and the best 
knights are required to repel them.” 

“By our Ladv of the Broken Lances,” said the Crusader, “I 
w^ould not tli^at the Turks were more courteous than tlicy are Chris- 
tian, and am^ well pleased that unbeliever and heathen liound are a 
proper d<'Scrii)tion for the best of them, as being traitor alike to 
their God and to the laws of chivalry ; and devoutly do I trust that 
1 shall meet with them in the front rank of our army, beside our 
standard, or elsewhere, and have an open field to do my devoir 
against them, both as the enemies of Our Lady and the holy saints, 
and as, by their evil customs, more expressly my own. Meanwhile 
you liavc timc to seat yourself and receive my homage, and I will he 
bound to you for despatching this foolish ceremony with as little 
waste and delay of time as the occasion will permit.” 

Tlie Emperor liastily seated himself, and received into his the 
sinewy liands of the Crusader, who made the acknowledg*ment of 
his homage, and was then guided off by Count Baldwin, who walked 
with the .stranger to thC' ships, and then, apparently well pleased at 
seeing him in the course of going on board, returned back to tho 
side of the liinperor. 

“ What is the name<” said the Emperor, “ of that singuhir and 
aesiiming man ? ” 

“ It is Robert, Count of Paris,” answered Baldwin, “ accounted 
the bravest peers who stand around the throne of France.” 

After a moiqfcnt’s recollection, Alexius Oomnenus issued orders 
tliat the cerolifenial of the day should be discontinued, afraid, per- 
haps, lest tte rough and careless humour of the strangers sliould 
produce new quarrel. The crusaders w'ere led, nothing loth, 
back to natfees in i^iich they had already been hospitably received, 
and rcliailjfcsumed the interrupted feast, from which they liad been 
called to jpy their homage. The trumpets of tlie various leaders 
l[)lew thc jjfcall of the few^troops of an ordinary character who were 
BttendanC wirether with tlie host of knights and loaders, who, -pleased 
with the indulgences provided for them, and obsQurely' foreseeing 
that the passage of the Btisphorus w^ould bo the comKieiTccracnt of 
tlieir actual suffering, rejoiced in being called to the hither side. 
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If. was not probably intended ; but the hero, as he might be styled, 
of the tumultuous day, Count Robert of Paris, who was alreacly ou 
his road to embarkation on the strait, was disturbed in his purpose 
by the sound of recall which was echoed around; nor could Bohe- 
mond, Godfrey, or any who took upon him to explain the signal, 
alter his resolution of returning to Constantinople. He laughed to 
scorn the threatened displeasure of the Emperor, and seemed to 
think there would be a peculiar pleasure in braving Alexius at his 
own board, or, at least, that nothing could be more indifferent than 
wbetlier be gave offence or not. 

To Godfrey of Bouillon, to whom be showed some respect, he was 
still far from paying deference ; and that sagacious prince, having 
used every argument which might shake In's purpose of returning to 
the imperial city, to the very point of making it a quarrel with him 
in person, at length abandoned him to his own discretion, and pointed 
him out to the Count of Thoulouse, as he passed, as a wild knight- 
errant, incapable of being influenced by anything save his own way- 
ward fancy. “ lie brings not five Imndred men to the crusade,” said 
Godfrey; “ and I dare be sworn that even in this, Iht^very outset of 
the undertaking, he knows not where these five hundred men are, 
and how their wants are provided for. There is an eternal trumpet 
in his car sounding to assault nor has he room or time to hear a 
milder or more rational signal. See how he strolls along yonder, 
the very emblem of an idle schoolboy, broke out of the sohoul- 
bounds upon a holiday, half animated* by curiosity and half by love 
of mischief.” 

“ And,” said Raymond, Count of Thoniouse, “ with resolution suffi- 
cient to support the desperate purpose of the whole army of devoted 
Crusaders. And yet .so passionate a Roduniont is Count Kobei fc, that 
he would rather risk the success of the whole expedition, lhan omit 
an opportunity of meeting a worthy antagonist eu chtnup-dos, or 
lose, as he terms it, a chance of worshipping our Lady of the 
Broken Lances. Who are yon with whom he has now met, and 
who are apparently walking, or rather strolling, in the same way 
with him, back to Constantinople?” 

“An armed knight, brilliantly equippea— yet of somctliing less 
than knightly stature,” answered Godfrey. “It is, I suppo.se, the 
celebrated lady Avho won Robert’s heart in the list.s of ba ttle , by 
bravery and valour equal to Iiis own ; and the pilgrim foriii^??W/lic 
long vestments may be their daughter or niece.” ^ 

“A singular spectacle, worthy knight,” said the Count of Thou- 
louse, “ do our (lays present to us, to which wc have had nothing 
similar, since Gaita,^ wife of Robert Guiscard, first took upon lier 
to distinguish herself by manly deeds of emprise, and rival her 
husband, as well in tlic front of battle as at tlie dancing-room or 
banquet.’’ 

“ Such is tlie custom of this pair, most noble knight,” answcrcd^‘ 
another Crusader, who had joined them, “and Heaven pity the poor 
man who* lias lio power to keep domestic peace by an appeal to tho 
»trouger hand I ” 


1 See Note F. GniUt, 
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; Well ! replied Raymond, •• if it be ratlier a mortifying: reflection 
that the lady of our love is far past the bloom of youth, it is a coiiso- 
iatioii that she is too old-fashioned to beat us, when we return back 
Vith no more of youth or manhood than a long crusade has left. But 
come, follow on the road to Constantinople, and in the rear of this 
most doughty kuight.’’ 


CHAPTER X. 

Tliose were wild times — the antipodes of ours ; 

Ladies wore there, who oftencr saw themselves 
In tlie broad ho:tre of a foemnn’s shield 
Than in a mirror, and who rather sought 
To ran tell ihetnaelvcs in battle, than in dalliance 
To meet a lover's onset. — liut though Nature 
Was outraged thus, she was not overcome. 

Feudal Times. 

BiiENiiJfJU, Countcflfi of Paris, was one of those stalvvart damey 
who willingly hazarded themselves in the front of battle, whitdi, dur- 
ing the fii’st crusade, Avas as common as it was possible for a very 
unnatural custom to be, and, in fact, gave the real instances of the 
Marphistis and Bradamantes, whom tiie writers of romance delighted 
to iiaint, assigning them sometimes the advantage of invulnerable 
armour, or a spear whoso thrust did not admit of being resisted, in 
order to soften the improbability of the weaker sex being frequently 
victorious over the male part of the creation. 

But the spell of Brcnhilda was of a more simple nature, and rested 
chiefly in her great beauty. 

From a girl, she despised the pursuits of licr sex : and tlicy who 
ventured to become suitors for the baud of tlie young Lady of Aspra- 
monte, to whicli warlike fief she laid succeeded, and which perhaps 
encouraged her in lier fancy, received for answer, that they must 
first merit it by their ggod behaviour in tlie lists. The father of 
Bvenhilda was dead ; lief mother was of a gentle temper, and easily 
kept under management by the young lady herself. 

B|^hilda's numerous suitors readily aoTeed to terms which were 
too^much according to the manners of the age to he disputed. A 
tournameut Avas held at the Castle of Aspramonte, in Avhicli one half 
of the gallant assembly rolled lieadloug before their successful rivals, 
and witiidreAV from the lists mortified and disappointed. The success- 
ful party among the suitors were expected to be summoned to joust 
among themselves. But they were surprised at being piade ac- 
(juainted with the lady’s further will, Hue aspired to wear armour 
jbprself, IjO 'wield ^ lance, and back a steed, and prayed the knights 
that 1»hifey Avonld permit a lady, AAdiom they professed to honour so 
higl#, to mingle in their gan^s of chivalry. The young Idiights 
courteously received their younj^ mistress in the listj?‘ and smiled at 
the idea of her holding them triumpliantly against so many gallant 
chanipions of the other sex. But the A'assals and old servants’of the 
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CoiHifc, her father, smiled to each other, and intiniarcd a diflerenl 
result than the ^rallants anticipated. The kui^jlits who <mcountoro(I 
the fair Brenhilda were one by one stretched on the sand ; nor was 
it to he denied, that the situation of tilting with one of the hand- 
somest women of the lime, was an extremely embarrassing one. 
Each youth was bent to withhold his charge in full volley, to cause 
his steed to swerve at the full shock, or in some other way to flinch 
from doing the utmost wdiich was necessary to gain the victory, lest, 
in so gaining it, lie inight cause irreparalile injury to (he beautiful 
oi)])onent lie tilted with. But the Lady of Asi)ramonte Avas not one 
who could be conquered by less than the exertion of I he whole' 
strength and talents of tlie victor. The defeated suitors d(‘partcd i 
from the lists the more mortified at their discomfiture, because' 
Eobert of Paris arrived at sunset, and, undorstanding what was i 
going forward, sent his name to the barriers, as that of a knight 
who would willingly forego the reward of the tournament, in case he 
had the fortune to gain it, declaring, that neither lands nor ladies’ , 
charms Avore what he came thither to seek. Brenhilda, niqned and i 
mortified, chose a new lance, mounted her best steed, and tidvanced 
into the lists as one determined to avenge upon the ncAv assailant’s 
brow the slight of her charms which he seemed to cx[>ross. Jiut 
whether her displeasure had somcAvliat intiufered Avilh her usual : 
skill, or whether she had, like others of her sox, felt a ])arliality 
towards one av1ios(; heart was not i)articularly set upon gaining hers 
— or Avhether, as is often said on such occasions, licr fated hour wivs 
come, so it was that Count Eobert tilted with Ids usual address auij 
good fortune. Brenhilda of Aspranionte was nnhorsiul and un- 
helmed, and strciclied on the earth, ami the beautiful lace, which 
faded from very red to deadly pale before the eyes of the Aielor, pro- 
duced its natural effect in raising the value, of his compiest. lie 
Avould, in conformity Avitli liis resolution, have left the castle, after 
liaving mortified the vanity of the lady ; but her mother opportunely 
interposed; and Avhen she had satisfied herself that no serious in- 
jury had been sustained by the young heirevss, she returned her 
thanks to ’the stranger knight who had taught lier daughter a 
lesson, Avhich, she trusted, she would ‘^lot easily forget, 'rims 
templed to do what he secretly wished, Count Eobert gave car to 
those SCI itiuients, which naturally Avhispercd to liini to be in no hurry 
to Avithdraw. 2 

lie Avas of the blood of Charlemagne, and, Avhat was still of moi^ 
eonsequenoe in the youii^* lady’s eyes, one of the most renowned of 
^sTormaii knights in that jousting day. Aft er a residence of len dtw^ 
in the castle of Aspramo’nte, tlie bride ami bridegroom set out, for 
such wgis Count Eohert’s will, Avith a competent t^ain, to our Lady of 
tlie Broken Lances, Avhere it pleased him to bo wedded. Two knights, 
who were waiting to do battle, us was the custom of the ]»laco, Averc, 
rather disappointed at the nature of the cavalcade, whicli seemed 
interrupt their purpose. But greatly were they surprised when they 
receivcd*a cartel from the betrothed couple, ofiering to substitute 
their own persons in the room of other antagonists, and congratulat- 
ing themselves in commencing their married life in a manner so con* 
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Ment with thnt which they hml hitherto loch They wore victorious 
as usual ; and the only persons having occasion to riw the complais- 
a»ce of tho Count and his bride, were the two strang’ers, one of 
whom Woke an arm in the rencontre, and the other dislocated a col- 
lar-bone. 

Count Robert’s course of kni^lit-errantry did not seem to be in 
the least intermitted by liis marriage ; on the contrary, ^yllen he was 
called upon to support his renown, his wife was often known also in 
military exploits, nor was she inferior to him in thirst after fame. 
They botli assumed the cross at the same time, that being then the 
predominating folly in Europe. 

The Countess Brenhilda was now above six-aiid-twcnty years old, 
with as much beauty as can well fall to the share of an Amazon. A 
figure, of the largest feminine size, was surmounted by a noble coun- 
tenance, to which even repeated warlike toils had not given more 
than a sunny hue’ relieved by the dazzling whiteness of such parts of 
her face as were not usually displayed. 

As Alexius gave orders that his retimio sliould return to Constan- 
tinople, he spoXc in private to tlie Follower, Achilles Tatiiis. The 
Satrap answered with a submissive bend of tlie head, and separated 
with a few attendants from the main body of the Fiinperor’s train. 
The principal road to the citv was, of course, filled with the troo])s, 
and with the mimorous crowds of spectators, all of whom were incon- 
venienced in some degree by the dust and heat of the weatlier. 

Count Robert of Paris had embarked his horses on board of sliip, 
and all his retinue, except an old sguire or valet of Iiis own, and an 
attendant of his wife, lie felt himself more incommod(?.(i in this 
crowd *110111 he desired, especially as his wife shared it with him, and 
Ix'gan to look among the scattered trec.s which fringed the shores, 
down almost to the tide-mark, to see if he could discern any bypath 
which might carry them more circuitously, but more pleasaiiily, to 
the city, and afford them at the same time* what was tlioir jirincijinl 
object in the East, strange siglit'*, or adventures of cliivalry. A broad 
and beaten path seemed to promise thorn all the enjoyment wliicdi 
shade could give in a warm climate. The ground throu|^li wliicdi it 
wound its way was beautifully broken by the appearance of temples, 
churches, amt kiosks, and hero and there a fountain distributed its 
silver p r oduce, like a benevolent individual, who, self-denying to him- 
fidfj^^iberal to all others who are in necessity. The distant sound 
bf the martial music still regaled tlicir way ; and, at the same time, 
as it detained the populace on the high-road, prevented the strangers 
from bccomiiig incommoded with fellow-travellers. 

^ Rejoicipg in the abated heat of the day — wondering, at the same 
time, at th 0 various kinds of architecture, the strange features of tlic 
landscape,' omccideiital touches of manners exliibited by those who 
met or pi^aca them upon their journey, tliey strolled easily onwards, 
figure particularly caught the attention of tlie Countess Brcn- 
a. This was an old man of great stature, engaged, apparently. 
Iccply with the roil of jiarchment which he lield in. .his hand, 
c* be paid no attention to tlie objects whicli w^ro passing around 
him, Deep thought appeared to reign on his brow>. and hb eye was 
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of thfit pwrchi^ kind which scows dosij^iiod to search and winnow 
the frivolous from the cdUyiuic part of human discussion, and limit 
its inquiry to the last. Raising liis eyes slowly from the parchment 
on win eh he had been grazing, the look of Agelastes — ^for it was the 
snge him.S(‘lf— eneoiintercd those of Count Robert and liis lady, and 
addressing them witli the kindly epithet of “my children,” he asked 
if tliey had missed their road, or whether there was any thing in which 
lie could do them any pleasure. 

“ \V e are strangers, father,” was the answer, “ from a distant 
country, and belonging to the army which has passed hither upon 
])ilgrimage; one object brings us here in common, we hope, with all 
t hat host. We desire to pay our devotions where the great ransom 
n as paid for us, and to free, by our good swords, enslaved Palestine, 
fi'oin the usurpation and tyranny of the infidel. Wlicn we have said 
this, we have amiouncod onr liighest human motive. Yet Robert of 
J’aris and his Countess would not willingly set their foot on a land, 
save wliat sliould resound its echo. They have not been accustomed 
to move in silence upon the face of the "earth, and they would pur- 
<;haso an eternal life of fame, though it were at the 1)rico of moi'tal 
existence.” 

“ You seek, then, to barter safety for fame,” said Agclastcs, 
“tliougli you may, perchance, throw death into the scale by which 
yf)ii liope to gain it ? ” 

“ Assunully,” said Count Robert ; “nor is there one wearing such 
a belt as tbis, to whom such a tliought is straiiger.” 

as 1 undersluiid,” said Agelastes, “your Jadv sliaros with 
your honourable self in these valorous resolutions ?— Can this be?” 

“You may inulcrvalue my female courage, father, if such is your 
will,” said the Countess; “but 1 speak in presence of a witness who 
can attest the trutli, when I say that a man of lialf your years had 
not doubted tlic trutli with impuiiily.” 

“ Nay, Heaven protect me from the lightning of your eyes,” .said j 
Agelastes, “ whether in auger or in scorn. I bear an aegis about 
myself against wliat 1 sliould else have feared. But age, with its 
ineapaeitie.^, brings also its apologies, perhaps, indeed, it is one 
like me wlioiu you seek to find, and in that case I should bo ha])})y 
to render to you such services as it is my duty to ofier to all wortuy 
knights.” 

“ 1 liave already said,” replied Count Robert, “ that after the ae* 
complishment of my vow,” — he looked upwards, and crossed himself 
— “tliere is nothin on earth to which I am more bound than to 
celebrate my naiiu) in arms as becomes a valiant cavalier. When 
men die obscurely, they die for ever. Had my ancestor Charles 
never left the jialtry banks of the 8aalc, he had iKot now been much 
better known than any vine-dresser who wielded his pruning-liook 
ill the same territories. But he bore him like a brave man, and his 
name, is deathless in the memory of the worthy.” 

“Young man,” said the old Grecian, “ although it is but seldom" 
tliat such^^s }^u, whom I was made to serve and to value, visit tbis 
country, it is not the less true that I am well qualified to serve you 
in the matter wliicli you have so much at heart. My acquaintance 



COTTNT IlOBBRt OF T*AIIIS. 


tm 

iWth nftlure has been so perfect and so long:, that, during* its continu- 
ance, she has disappeared, and another world has been spread before 
me, in which she has but little to do. Thus the curious stores which 
I have assembled are beyond the researches of other men, and not 
t)o bo laid before those whose deeds of valour are to be bounded by 
the ordinary probabilities of everyday nature. No romancer of your 
romantic country ever devised such extraordinary adventures out of 
his o\v'u imagination, and to feed the idle wonder of those who sat 
listening around, as tliose wliich I know, not of idle invention, but of 
real positive existence, with the means of achievbig and accomplish- 
ing the conditions of each adventure.” 

**If such be your real profession,” said the French Count, “you 
have met one of those whom you chiefly search for ; nor will my 
Countess and 1 stir farther upon our road until you have pointed out 
to us some one of those adventures which it is the business of errant- 
knights to be industrious iu seeking out.” 

So saying, he sat down by the side of the old man ; and his lady, 
with a degree of reverence which had something in it almost divert- 
ing, followed lift example. , 

“We have fallen right, Brenhilda,” said Count Robert; “our 
ginirdiaii angel has watched liis cliarge carefully. Here have we 
come among an ignorant set of pedants, chattering their ab.surd lan- 

S Liage, and Jiolding more important the least look that a cowardly 
mperur can give, than the best blow that a good knight can deal. 
Believe me, 1 was well-nigh thinking that we had done ill to take 
the ero,ss~-(fod forgive such an impious doubt ! Yet here, when we 
were even despairing to find the road to fame, we have met with one 
of those excellent men whom ilie knights of yore wei'c wont to iiiid 
sitting by springs, by crosses, and by altars, ready to direct tlie wan- 
dering knight wJiere fame was to be found. Disturb him not, my 
Brcnliiliia,” said the ('ount, “ but let him recall to himself his stories 
of the ancient time, ami thou shalt see lie wdll enrich us with the 
treasures of lus information.'’ 

“ If/’ replied J^gelastcs, after some pause, “ I have \%aited for a 
longer t erm tlian human yt'o is grantetl to most men, I shall still be 
overpaid by dedicating wdiat remains of existence to the service of a 
pair so devoted to cliivalry. What first occurs to me is a story of 
our^ft^ck country, so famous in adventures, and which 1 shall 
brieily detail to you : — 

“Afar hence, in our renowned Grecian AVcbipclago, amid storms 
and whirlpools, rocks which, changing their character, appear to 
preci])itale themselves against each other, and billows tliat are never 
in a jiacilic state, lies the rich island of Zriilichium, inhabited, not- 
withstanding its ■(/eiilth, by a very lew natives, who live only upon 
ihe Bea-coast. The inland part of the island is one immense moun- 
tain, or pile of;Atoiui tains, amongst which, those who dare approach 
enofegli, may, we are assured, discern the moss-grown and anti- 

t ed towers ahd piiuiacles of a stately, but ruiiio(;is crfstle, the 
bat%>n of tlii^iaovercign of the island, in which she hdfS D‘cen eu- 
ted for a ^rcat many years. 

“A bold knight, who came upon a pilgrimage to "Jerusalem, made 
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a vow to deliver this uiiliappy victim of pain and sorcery ; feeHii|V; 
with justice, veliemeiitly offended, that the fiends of darkness shouTa 
exercise any authority near the Holy Land, which niij^ht be termed 
the very fountain of light. Two of the oldest inhabitants of the 
island undertook to gitide him as nefir to the main gate as they 
durst, nor did they approach it more closely than tlie length of a 
bow-shot. Here, then, abandoned to himself, the brave Frank set 
fortli upon his enterprise, with a stout heart, and Heaven alone to 
friend. The fabric wdiiph be approached snowed, by its gigantic 
size, and splendour of outline, the power and wealth of the potentate 
who had erected it. The brazen gates unfolded themselves as if 
with hope and pleasure ; and aerial voices swept around the spires 
and turrets, congratulatiiiff the genius of the place, it might be, 
upon the expected approadi of its deliverer. 

“ The knight pasf«ed on, not unmoved with wonder, though un- 
tainted by fear ; and the Gothic splendiJbrs which he saw were of a 
kind highly to exalt his idea of the beauty of the mistress for whom 
a prison-house had been so richly decorated. Guards there were in 
Eastern dress and arms, upon bulwark and buttress^in I'eadiiiess, it 
appeared, to bend their bows; but the warriors were motionless and 
silent, and took no more notice of thc’fthned step of the knight than 
if a monk or hermit had approached their guarded post. Tliey wore 
living, and yet, as to all power and sense, they miglit be considered 
among the dead. If there was truth in the old traditioiij the sun had 
slione and the rain had fsillcn upon them for more than four hundred 
changing seasons, without their being sensible of the genial warmth 
of the one or the coldness of tlic otliex*. Like tlio Israelites in the 
desert, their shoes had not decayed, nor thdr vestments waxed old. 
As Time left them, so and without alteration was he again to find 
them.” The philosopher began now to recall what he had heard of 
tlie cause of their encliantraent. 

The sage to whom this potent charm is imputed was one of the 
Magi who followed the tenets of Zoroaster. lie had come to the 
court of this youthful Princess, who received him with every atten* 
tion wliich'gratilied vanity could dictate, so that in a short time her 
aw(*. ot‘ this grave personage was lost ft the sense of ascendancy 
winch her beauty gave her over him. It was no difficult matter— in 
fact, it Imppens every day— for the beautiful woman to lull the wise 
man into what is not inaptly called a foors paradise. The was 
induced to attempt feats of youth which his years rendered ridiculous; 
he could command the elements, but the common course of nature 
was beyond his power. When, therefore, he exerted his magic 
strength, the mountains bent and the seas receded ; but when the 
philosoplier attempted to lead forth the Princess of ZuUcluum in the 
youthful dance, youths and maidens turned their heads aside lesi 
they sliould make too manifest the ludicrous ideas with which thej 
were impressed. 

“Unhappily, as the aged, even the wisest of them, will forge) 
themsi^Ues, lo the young naturally enter into an alliance to spy out 
ridicule,'’ and enjoy their foibles. Many were the glances wliici 
the Princess sent among her retinue, intimating the nature of the 
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nrausemenfc which she received from tlie attentions of her formidable 
lover. In process of time she lost her caution, and a glance was de- 
tected, expressing to the old man the ridicule and contempt in which 
he had been all along held by the object of his affections. ^ Karth has 
no passion so bitter as love converted to hatred; and while the sago 
bitterly regretted what he had done, he did not the less resent the 
light-hearted folly of the Princess by whom he had been duped. 

*‘lf, however, lie wavS angry, he possessed the art to conceal it. 
Not a word, not a look, expressed the bitter disappointment which 
he had received. A shade of melancholy, or rather gloom, upon his 
brow, alone intimated the coming storm. The Princess became 
somewhat alarmed; she was beside.s extremely good-natured, nor 
liiul her intentions of loading tlie old man int^ what w'ould render 
him ridiculous been so accurately planned wi(Jn malice prepense, as 
they were the effect of accident and chance. She saw the pain 
which he suffered, and thodght to end it by going up to him, when 
about to retire, and kindly wishing him good-night. 

“ ‘ You say well, daughter,* said the sage, ‘ good-night— -hut who, 
of the numbers who hear me, shall say good-morning ? * 

The speech drew little attention, although two or three persons 
to whom the character of the sage was known, fled from the island 
that v<3ry night, and by their report made known the circumstances, 
attending the first infliction of this extraordinary spell on those* 
who remained within the Castle. A sleep like that of death fell upon 
them, and was not removed. Most of the inhabitants loft the island ; 
the few who remained were cautious how tliey approached tlie Castle, 
<* 1^1 watched until some bold adventurer should bring that happy 
awakening whicli the speech of the sorcerer seemed in some degree 
to intimate. 

‘‘Never seemed there a fairer opportunity for tliat awakoiiiug to 
take place than wlien the proud step of Artavan de Hautlieu was 
])l}icca upon those enchanted courts. On tlic left lay the palace 
and donjon-keep ; but the right, more attractive, seemed to invite to 
the apartment of the women. At a side door, reclined on a cnncli, 
two guards of the haram, with their naked swords grasped in llieir 
hands, and features fiendWlily contorted between sleep and dissolu- 
tion, seemed to menace death to any who should venture to approach. 
Tliis threat deterred not Artavan de Ilautlicu. Ho approached the 
entr#«ifve, when the doors, like those of the great entrance to the 
Castle, made tliemselvcs instantly accessible to him. A guard-room 
of the same effciiiinate soldiers received him, nor could the strictest 
examination have discovered to him whether it was sleep or death 
wliicli arrested eyes tliat seemed to look upon and prohibit his 
advance. Unheeding the presence of these ghastly sentinels, Arta- 

» ^i pressed feivatd into an inner apartment, where female slaves of 
ie most dis^guisJied beauty were visible in the attitude of those 
^.Who Imd alVoiuy assumed their dress for tlic night. 'J'here was 
much in this s’cene wliich might have arrested so young a pilgrim 
jis*- Artavan of Hautlieu ; but his heart was fixed up^on •^iclpevmg the 
freedom of the beautiful I*rincess^ nor did he suffer himsdf to be 
withdrawn from that object by any inferior consideration, He passed 
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on, therefore, to a little ivory door, which, after a moment’s pause, 
as if in maidenly hesitation, {jave way like the rest, and yielded 
access to the sleeping apartment of tlie rrincess herself. A soft light, 
resembling that of evening, penetrated into a chamber where every- 
thiijff seemed contrived to exalt the luxury of slumber. The lieaps 
of cushions, which formed a stately bed, seemed rather to bo touched 
than impressed bjr the form of a nymph of fifteen, the renowned 
Princess of Zulichium.” 

“ Without interrupting you, good father,” said the Countess Bren- 
hilda, “it seems to me that we can comprehend the picture of a 
woman asleep without much dilating upon it, and that such a subject 
is little recommended either by our age or by yours.” 

“Pardon me, noble lady,” answered Agelastes, “the most ap- 
proved part of my story has ever been this passage, and while I now^ 
suppress it in obedience to your command, bear notice, 1 pray you. 
that 1 sacrifice the most beautiful ])art of the talc.” 

“ Bren hilda,” added the Count, “1 am surprised you think of in- 
terrupting a story which lias hitherto ijroccoded with so much fire : 
the telling of a few words more or less will surely* have a much 
greater influence upon the sense of the narrative, than such an 
addition can possibly po.ssess over our sentiments of action.” 

“ As yon will,” said his lady, throwing herself carelessly hack upon 
the seat ; “ but methiuks the worthy father protracts this discourse, 
till it becomes of a nature more trifling than interesting.” 

“ Brenhilda,” said the Count, “ this is the first time I have re- 
marked in you a woman’s weakness.” 

“1 may as well say, Count Robert, that it is the first lime,” 
uisworod Brenhilda, “that you have shown to me the inconstancy of 
voiir sex.” 

“ (Joiis and goddesses,” said the pliilosoplior, “was ever known a 
■juarrol more alisurdly founded! The Countess is jealous of one 
ivliom licr husband probably never will sec, nor is there any prospect 
!.]iat tlie Princess of Zulicliium wdll be hereafter better known to the 
modern world, than if the curtain hung before her tomb.” 

‘‘ Proceed,*’ said (^ount Robert of Paris v“if Sir Artavaii of Haut- 
ieu has not accomplished the enfranchisement of the Princess of 
(^iiliehium, I make a vow to our Lady of the Broken Lances, ” 

“ Remember,” said his lady interfering, “ that you are already 
inder a vow to free the Sepulclire of God ; and to that, metirffiks, 
ill ligliter engagements might give place.” 

“ Well, lady— well,” said Count Robert, but half satisfied with this 
ntcrference, “I will not engage myself, you may be assured, on any 
adventure which may claim precedence of the enterprise of the Holy 
Sepulchr.e, to which we are all bound.” ^ 

“Alas I” said Agelastes, ‘‘the distance of Ziilichium from the 
spcedic® route to the Hcpulchre is so small, that ” 

“ W/irthy father,” said the Countess, “ we will, if it pleases you, 
hear yoiiu tale to an end, aiul then determine what we will do. We 
NorniaivHl^iJie.t, descendants of the old Germans, claim a voice with 
our lords in the council which precedes the battle ; nor has our as- 
sistance in the conflict been deemea altogether useless.” 
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The tone in which thiB was spoken conveyed an awkward innuendo 
to the pliilosopJier, who l)e^<,^an to foresee tliat the guidance of the 
JN’ornniii knight, would bo more difficult tlian lie had foreseen, while 
his couvsovt remained by his side. He took up, therefore, his oratory 
on somewhat a lower key than before, and avoided those warm 
descriptions wliich had given such offence to the Countess Brenhilda. 

“>Sir ArtaVan de Ilautlieu, says the story, considered in what way 
ho should accost the sleeping damsel, when it occurred to liim in 
what manner the charm would he most likely to be reversed. 1 am 
in your judgment, fair lady, if he judged wrong in resolving that the 
method of his address should he a kiss upon tlie lips/’ The colour 
of Brenhilda was somewhat heightened, but slie aid not deem the 
observation worthy of notice. 

“Never bad so innocent an action,” continued the philosopher, 
“ an effect more horrible. The delightful light of a summer evening 
was instantly changed into a strange lurid hue, which, infected with 
snlj)hur, seemed to breath suffocation through the apartment. The 
rich hangings, and splendid furniture of the chamber, the very walls 
themselves, were changed into huge stones tossed together at random, 
like the inside of a Wi,d beast’s den, nor was the den without an iu- 
habitant. The beautiful and innocent lips to which Artavan do 
Ilautlieu had approached his own, were now changed into the 
hideous and bizarre form, and bestial aspect of a fiery dragon. A 
monumt she hovered upon the wing, and it is said, had Sir Artavan 
found courage to repeat his salute three times, he would tlien have 
remained master of all the wealth, and of the disenchanted princess. 
But the opportunity was lost, and the di’agon, or the creature wlio 
seemed sne.h, sailed out at a side window upon its broad pounoiis, 
uttering loud wails of disapnointinent.” 

Hero ended the story of Agelastes. “ The rrinccss,” ho said, “is 
still sup])osed to abide her doom in the Island of Zulieiiittm, and 
several knights have undertaken the adventure; hut 1 know not 
whether it was the fear of saluting the sleeping maiilen, or that of 
approaching tlic dragon into which she was transformed, but so it 
is, the snell remains mvKhieved. I know the way, and if you say 
tile word, you may he to-morrow on the road to the castle of en- 
cliantmeiit/’ 

Countess heard this proposal with the deepest anxiety, for 
she knew that slie might, by o])position, determino her liusbaiul 
irrevocably upon following out the enterprise. She stood therefore 
with a timid and bashful look, strange in a jierson whose hearing 
was generally so dauntless, and prudently left it to the uninfluenced 
mind of Count Robert to form the resolution which should best 
please him. 

“Brenhildft^” he said, taking her hand, “fame and honour are dear 
to thy^^ifeSand as ever they were to knight wdio buckled, 'a brand 
upon his side. Thou hast done, perhaps, 1 may say, for mh, \vhat I 
might in vain have looked for from ladies of thy condo tioii; and 
therefore 'thou mayst well expect a casting voice m sue; Jr points of 
deliberation.— Why dost thou wander by the side of a foreign and 
unhealthy shore, instead of the banks of the lovely Seine ?— Why 
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dout ihoii wear a dross unusual to tliy sex t— ^V}ly do^t thou seek 
de;dh, ;md think it little in cornparisoii ot‘ shame r' Wiiy ? hut that 
tile Count of Paris may have a bride worthy of him.- Dost thou 
think that this affection is thrown away? ISIo, by tlie saints ! Thy 
knigiit repays it as luj best ou^lit, and sacrifices to tlioe every thoiif^ht 
whicli thy affection may less than entirely approve!'" 

Poor Ijrenhilda, confused as she was by the vai ious emotions witli 
which slie was a^itatcul, now in vain eiideavourcd to niaiutain the 
h(a*oi(‘ deportment which her character as an Amazon required from 
her. »Sho attempted to assume the proud and lofty look which was 
jirojicrly her own, but failing in the effort, she threw herself into the 
Count’s arras, hung* round his neck, and wept like a villag*e maiden, 
whose true love is pressed for the wars. Her husband, a little 
asliamed, while he was much moved by this burst of affection in one 
to wlu^sc character it seemed an mmrsiial attribute, was, at the same 
lime, pleased and proud that he could Jiave awalumed an affection so 
genuine and so gentle in a soul so high-spirited and so unbemling. 

Not thus,’* he said, “my Brcnliilda! I would not^have it thus, 
either for tln'ne own sake or for mine. Do not let this wise old imu) 
suppose iliat thy heart is made of the malleahli' stuff wliich Ibnii;, 
that of other maidens; and apologise to liim, as may well become 
thee, for luiviug i>revcntcd my undertaking the adventure of Zuli- 
cliinm, whieli he recommends.’* 

It was not easy for^ Hrenhilda to recover licrsclf, after iiaviiii;' 
afforded so notable an instance how nature can vindicate her right-., 
with whaU'Ver ri.^our slie may have, been disciplined and lyranniseii 
over. Will) a look of ineffable affection, she tiis]oined licrstOf fiom 
hd* luis])}ijui, still koepiiig hold of his hand, and turning to the old 
man willi a. countenamu^ in which the half-effaced tctirs were suC’ 
(’('cded by smiles of ])l<’asurc ami of inodchty, bln.‘sp(‘ke to Agelastes 
as would to a person whom she resneeied, and towards whom 
sbo liad some oirence to alone. ‘‘PatluT, she said respeeifiiily, “be 
not ;ingry with me tliat I slionld liavc been an o])stacle to one of the 
host kniglit.s^liat ever spurred steed, undoitaking the enterprise of 
tliim'. enelianted Ih incess; but th(‘ truth that in our land, where 
kniglitliood and religion agree in p<auiittiiig onl^ oni' lady love, and 
om^ lady wife, w(* do not quite so willingly see our husbands run into 
danger — es])eeial]y of that kind where lonely ladies are the jg:^ies 
relieved- a, ml — and kisses are the ransom paid. 1 have as much con- 
fidcuce in my Robert’s fidelity, as a lady can have in a loving kniglit, 
but still ” 

“Lovely lady,** said Agelastes, who, notwithstanding liis highly 
artificial character, could not helj) being mov(?d by the simple anti 
sincere f^lectriou of tlie handsome young pair, have done no 

evil. The state of the Princess is no worse than it was, and there 
cannot li a doubt that tluj knight fated to relieve hei*, will appear at 
the desrrflcd period.’* 

. The Cjiuitesis smiled sadly, and shook her head. “Yon do not 
know,” she-^aiti, “how powerful is the aid of which 1 have unhai>nily 
deprived this unfortunate lady, by a jealousy which 1 now feel to 
^have been alike paltry and uuwortliy ; and, such is tny regret, tl\at I 
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could find in my heart to retract my opposition to Count Robert's 
undertaking’ this adventure.” She looked at her husband with some 
anxiety, as one that had made an offer she would not wilJingly see 
accepted, and did not recover Jier couragfe until he said, decidedly, 
** Brenhilda, that may not be.” 

“ And why, tlicn, may not Brenhilda lierself take tlie adventure,” 
continued the Countess, “ since she can neither fear the charms of 
the Princess nor the terrors of the dragon?” 

Lady,” said Agelastes, the Princess must be awakened by tlie 
kiss of love, and not by that of friendship.” 

“A sufficient reason,” said the Countess, smiling, ‘‘why a lady may 
not wish her lord to go forth upon an adventure of which the coiidi- 
lions are so regulated.” 

“Noble minstrel, or herald, or by whatever name this country calls 
you,” said Count Robert, “ accept a small remuneration for an hour 
pleasantly spent, though spent, unhappily, in vain. I should make 
some apology for the meanness of my offering, hut French knights, 
you may have occasion to know, are more full of fame than of wealth.” 

“ Not for that, noble sir,” replied Agelastes, “ would I refuse your 
nmnilicence; a hesaiit from your worthy liand, or that of your noble- 
minded lady, were centuph'd in its value, by the eminence of the per- 
sons from whom it came. I would hang it round my neck by a string 
of pearls, and when I came into the presence of knights and of ladies, 
I would proclaim that this addition to my achieverneni of armorial 
distinction, was bestowed by the renowned Count Robert of Paris, 
and his utiequalled lady.” The Knight and the Countess looked on 
each other, and the lady, taking from her linger a ring of i)urc gold, 
lu’aycd tlie old man to accept of it, as a mark of lier esteem and her 
iiu>band’s. “ With one other condition,” said the philosopher, 
“which J trust YOU will not find .altogether nnsaiisfaciory. 1 iiav(‘, 
on tin; way to the city by the most pleasant road, a small kiosk, or 
hermitage, where I somebi|acs receive my friends, who, 1 venture to 
say, arc among the most rijspeetahle personages of tliis empire. 
Two or three of tliose will prohii])ly honour my rosidenee to day, ami 
partake of tlic lu’ovisioiji.it affords. Could l add »<'' tl'ejic rhe\;om- 
pnny of the noble Count and Countess of Paris, I sIwMiid doom my 
poor habitation honoured for ever.” 

' JTow say yon, my noble wife?” said the Count. “ The eompany 
offfniinstrerbefits the highest birth, honours tlio bighost rank, and 
adds to the greatest achievements; and the invitation does us too 
much credit to be nuected.” 

“ It grows somewhat late,” said the Countess ; “ but wc came not 
here to slum a sinking sun or a darkening sky, and 1 feel it my duty, 
as well as my satisfaction, to place at the command of the geo(i*father 
(ivery pleasure which it is in my power to offer to him, for having been 
the means of your n^’leijting Ins advice.” 1 

” The path is so sIpTtii^' said Agelastcs, “ that wo had b6‘^*er keep 
our present mode o||tiravelling’, if the lady should not w.int the as- 
sistance of horses.” ‘ 

“ Ndiliorscs on my account,” said the Lady Brenhilda. “ My wait- 
ing-woman, Agath40as what necessaries I may require ; and lor the 
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rest, 110 kiiipfhfc ever travcllcU bo little embarrassed with ba^gag'e 
my husband.” 

Agrelastes, therefore, led the way- llirou^^IT tlie deepeningf wood, 
which was frcsliencd by tlie cooler breath of evening*, and his quests 
accompanied him. 


CHAPTER XI. 

Williout a ruin, brokoti, hnnplod, ciiuibi oiis-, 

Wiiliiii it was a little paradise, 

Wliero 'I nbLe bad made her dweilinpf. Slatuar}*, 

First-born of human art, nionlded her images, 

And bade men mark and worship. 

Anonymous. 

The Count of Paris and his lady attended the old man, whoso ad 
vanecd a^e, his excellence in the use of the French language, whirl 
he spoke to admiration, — above all, bis skill in ap])lyingnt to poetic.^ 
and romantic subjects, wliich was essential to wliat was then termt ^ 
history and belles lettres, — drew from the noble hearers a deg’rc(‘. ♦ 
apphiuse, which, as Agelastes had seldom been vain cnougli to con- 
sider us his due, so, on the part of the Knight of Paris and liis Itidy, 
had it 1)0011 but rarely conferred. 

'J'liey liad walked for some time by a path which somciinn's sccMiiod 
to hide itself among the woods that came down to tlio shore of the 
Propontis, sometimes emerged from concealment, aiid’skirtod flic 
open margin of the strait, while, at every turn, it seemed guided by 
the desire to select a choice and contrast of l>eauty. Variety of 
seenos and manners enlivened, from their novelty, the landscape to 
the pilgrims. ]>y the sea-shore, nymjihs were seen dancing, and 
slieplieids piping*, or beating the tamboiirijic to their steps, as repre- 
sented ill some groups of ancient statuary. The very faces had a 
singular resemblance to tlie anfi(|iie. If old, their long robes, their 
atlilmh s, andhnagniiioent heads, presen tcd-itlie ideas which distin- 
guish ])i*ophels and saints; while, on the other hand, the features of 
the young recalled the expressive countenances of the heroes of an- 
tiipiily, and the charms ot those lovely females by whom their deeds 
were iiisi>ircd. 

Hut the race of the Greeks was no longer to be vseen, even in its 
native country, lumiixcd, or in absolute purity; on the contraiy, 
the} saw groups of persons witii features which argued a dilfereiifc 
descent. 

in a retiring bosom of the slioro. wliich was traversed by the path, 
the rocks, 'receding from the bea^di, rounded off a spacious portion 
of level s|nd, and, in some degree, enclosed it. A party of heatlien 
►Scytlnajialwhom tlicy beheld, presented tlie deformed features of the 
demons th% were said to worsliip - flat noses with expanded nostrils, 
^rhieji seeiwjdttoiadniit tlie sight to their very brain ; faces which ex- 
Icmled rather in breadth than length, with strange linintellectUal eyes 
Placed in the extremity ; figures short and dwarfish, yet garnished 
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with legs and arms of astonishing sinewy strength, disproportioned 
^ their bodies. A.r tiie travellers passed, the savages held a species 
of tournament, as the Count termea it. In this they exercised them- 
selves by darting at each other long reeds, or canes, balanced for the 
purpose, which, in tins rude sport, they threw with such force, as not 
uufrcqiicntly to strike eacli other from their steeds, and otherwise to 
cause serious damage*. 8()nie of the combatants being, for the time, 
out of the i)lay, devohved with greedy looks the beauty of the Countess, 
and eyed her in such a. manner, that she said to Count Robert,— “ 1 
have never known fear, my husband, nor is it for me to acknowledge 
it now; but if disgust be an ingredient of it, these misfonuod brutes 
arc qualified to im5i)ire it/^ 

‘‘What, ho, 8ir Knight!” exclaimed one of the infidels, ^‘your 
wife,' or your lady love, has committed a fault against tlic privil(‘ges 
of the Imperial Scythians, and not small will be the penalty slic lias 
in(‘urred. You may go your way as fast as you Avill out of this ])]aco, 
whicli i.s, for the present, our hippodrome, or atmeidaii, call it which 
you will, as you prize tlie Roman or the Haracen language; l)ut for \ our 
wife, if the sftcrainont lias united you, believe my word, that she purls 
n<it so soon or so cas.y.” 

“ tScouiidrcl heathen,” said the Christian Knight, “ dost thou hold 
tlial language to a Peer of France?”^ 

Agelastes here inhTposed, and using the sounding language of a 
Croeian c*ourtier, reminded the Seythians (ni(*rcenary soldiers, as 
I hey seemed, of the empire), that rdl violence against the Ihiroiiean 
[lilgrinis was, by the Imperial orders, strictly jiroiiihited under pain 
of death. 

“ 1 know bolter,” said the exulting savage, .shaking one or two 
javelins witli broad steel liead.s, and wings of the eagl(‘’.s feather, 
which hist wore dablded in blood. “Ask tlie wings of my javelin,” 
lie said, “in vvIio.se beart's blood lbe.se feutlier.s have been dyed. 
They shall reply to yon, tjuit if Alexius Comnemis be the friend ol 
the European pilgrims, it is only wbile be looks upon them ; and we 
aie too exemplary soldier.-i to .serve our Ein])eror otherwise than be 
wislies to bo served.” ^ 

“ Peace, I'oxnrtis,’* said (be jdiilosopber, “ tbon behest Ihinc Ihii* 
peror.” 

^’eacc thou ! ” said Toxartis. “or 1 will do a dei'd that ini.shecoineir 
a soldier, and lid the world of a prating old man.” 

So saying, be ])ut forth bis band to take hold of tlie (toimtess’s 
veil. With the readiness wliieb frequent nse liad giv(*ii to the 
warlike lady, she withdrew herself from the heatlien’s gra*<p. and 
with her trenchant sword dealt liim so snfhcitmt a. hhAv that Toxar- 
tis lay lifeless on the plain. The Count ica])t on the fal];i‘.n leader’ 
steed*, and crying hi.s war-cry, “Son of Charlemagne, the rc.s- 
cue!” he rode amid the rout of hciwlien cavaliers with ahatiie-axe, 
which be found at the saddh*dK>w of the deceased ebi^^rjaiu, and, 
wieldbifl^it with rcmorsele.ss dexterity, be soon slew or jj^-ounded, oi 
comp^iled to flight, the objects of his resentmen' ; n/vr. was thoic 
any of them who abode an instant to support the l)t)ast vvbicb they 
had made. 
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‘'The dcsjucablo churls I” said Ihc Countess to Agclasies; '‘it, 
irks me that a drop of such coward blood should stain the hands of! 
a noble knight. They call their exercise a tournament, although in 
tlicir whole exertions every blow is aimed behind the back, and not 
one has the courage to throw his windlestraw wliile he perceives 
that of another pointed against himself.” 

“ Such is their custom,” said Agelastes ; “ not perhaps so much 
from cowardice as from habit, in exercising before his Imperial 
Majesty. I have seen that Toxartis literally turn his back upon the 
mark when bent his bow in full career, and when in the act of 
galloping file &rthest from his object, be pierced it through tJic very 
centre with a l|i^ad arrow.” 

A forc^ of "such soldiers,” said Count llobert, who liad now re- 
j(»inetl his friends, “ could not, methinks, be very formidable, where 
there was but an ounce of genuine courage in the assailants.” 

“Meantime, let us pass on to my kiosk,” said Agelastcs, “lest 
the fugitives find friends to encourage them in thoughts of re- 
venge.” 

“ Such friends,” said Count llobert, “ methinks jl-he insolent 
heathens ought not to find in Jiny land which calls itself Chrisfinn ; 
Mild if 1 survive the conquest of the Holy Sepulchre, I shall make* it 
niy first liusine.ss to inquire by what right your Kmperor retains in 
liis service a band of Payiiim and iminaniierly cut-throats, who dai*e 
tdft r injury iipou the hig'hway which ought to be sacred to tin* jicacc 
('f Cod* and the king, and to noble ladies and inoffensive pilgrims. 

It i.s one of a list of many questions wliicli, my vow accomplisiK'd, I 
will not fail to put to him ; ay, and expecting an answer, us they 
say, ])ronipi and categorical.” 

“ You shall gain no answer from^ me, though,” said Agelastcs to 
liinisclf. “Your demands, 8ir Knight, are over peremptory, ;iml 
imposed iimler too rigid conditions, to be replied to by those who 
can evade thmn.” 

Ho changed the conversation, accordingly, with easy dexterity ; 
nnd tlu‘y had not proceeded much farther before thc'y reached a 
^poktln* natural la'niitics of which called forth the {ulmiratioii of 
Ills foreign com])anioiis. A copious brook, giishing out of the wood- 
laiid, de.scondcd to the sea witli no small noise and tumult; and as 
if disdaining a quieter course, which it might luive gained by a little 
circuit to tlie rigJit, it took the readiest route to the ocean, 
ing over the face of a lofty and barren prccijiice which fiverlaing 
tin; scasliore, and from thence led its little tribute, A\i(li as imicli 
noise as if it had the stream of a full river to boast of, to the walers 
of the Hellespont. 

The rock, we have said, was bare, unless in so fiw as it was clqthed 
vith the li'oaming waters of the cataract; but llie*banks oU’^'each 
side woi’c*' covered with plane-trees, walnut-trees, c}mresscs, and 
other kinfls of large tiinbcr pi'oper to the East. The fall of water, 
alHyi.yH'Tf<^*eeable in a warm climate, and generally produced by 
Jiriificdal ijimis^was here natural, and had been chosen, something 
like^he Sihyfs temple at Tivoli, for the seat of a goddess to whom 
the invention of Poly theism had assigned a sovereignty over the de- 
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pftrlmenfc around. The shrine was small and circular, like many of 
the lesser temples of the rustic deities, and enclosed by the wall of 
an outer court. After its desecration it luid probably been con- 
verted into a luxurious summer retreat by A^jfelastcs, or some Kpi* 
cureau philosoplier. As the building', itself of a light, airy, and fan- 
tastic character, was dimly seen through the branches and foliage 
on the edge of the rock, so the mode by which it was accessible was 
not at first apparent amongst the mist of tlic cascade. A pathway, 
a good deal hidden by vegetation, ascended by a gentle acclivity, and 
j)roJoiiged by the architect by means of a few broad and easy marble 
steps, niakii}g part of the original approach, conducted the pa‘^~ 
seiiger to a small, but exquisitely lovely velvet lawn, in front of the 
turret or tcm])lc we have described, the back part of which build- 
ing ovcrJiiing the cataract. 


CHAPTER Xll. 

Tlio parties mot. Tlic wily, wordy (Ireek, 

Wei^rlnug encli word, and canvassing oacli syllaMc ; 

Evading, arguing, equivocating. * 

And (he stern Frank came with bis two liatul sword, 

Watching to see wliicli way tlie balance sways, 

Tliat he may throw it in and turn the scales. 

Pidcsfinc 

A:r a signal made by Agolastes the door of this romantic, retreat 
was opened by Diogene.s, the negro slave, to whom our readers liavo 
been already introduced ; n<tr did it escape the wily old man that 
the Count and his lady testifiod some wonder at his torin and linea- 
ments, being the first African pcrhajis whom tlicy had r seen so 
clo.sely. The philosopher lost not the opportunity of making an 
impression on their minds, by a display of the .sniJeriority of his 
knowledge. 

“ This poor being,” lie o])scrvcd, “is of the race of 11am, (lie nn- 
dutifnl son of Noah ; for his transgressions against his parent lie 
was banished to the sands of Africa, and wa-^ condemned to be the 
father of a race doomed to be the slaves of the issue of his more 
dutiful brethren.” 

The knight and his lady gazed on the woiulerful appearance before 
them, and did not, it may be believed, think of doubting the inform- 
ation, vthich was so much of a piece with their jirejudiccs, while 
thei^pinion of their host was greatly augmented by the supposed 

pte&ire to a man of humanity,” continued Agolastes, 
Vvvhfe, in out or sickness, we must employ tlie irviccs of 
others; which is other times scarce lawful, to choose hip assistant.^ 
out of 11 race of brings, hewers of wood and drawci^^ of^v a-ter— from 
their birth upwards destined to slavery ; and to whom, theiefore, 
by employing them as slaves, wc render no injury, but carry into 
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effect, ill n, sli^flit de^reo, the iiiteiitious of the Gteat Being who 
made us till.” 

Are there many of a race," said the Countess, so singularly 
iiuhappv in their destination? 1 have hitherto thought the stories 
of black men as idle as those which minstrels tell of fairies and 
ghosts/’ 

“Do not believe so,’* said the philosopher; “ the race is numerous 
as the sands of the sea, neither arc they altogether unhappy in dis- 
charging the duties wliicli their fate has allotted tliem. Those who 
are of worse character suffer even in this life the penance due to 
tfici’r guilt ; they become the slaves of the cruel and tyrannical, are 
beaten, starved, and mutilated. To those vvJiose moral characters 
are better, better masters are provided, who share with their slaves, 
as with their children, food and raiment and the other good things 
wlijcli they themselves enjoy. To sonic. Heaven allots the favour 
of kings and of conquerors, and to a few, but those the chief favour- 
ites <if tile species, hath been assigned a place in the mansions of 
])hiIosophy, wdiere, by availing themselves of the lights which thei*- 
masters can afford, they gain a prospect into that w orXi which is the 
residence of true happiness.” 

“ IMethiiiks I understand you,” replied the Countess, “ and if so, 

1 ought rather to envy our sable friend here tlian to jiity liiin, for 
having been allotted in the partition of liis kind to the fiosvsessioii 
of his present master, from w’hom, doubtless, he has acquired the 
desirable knowledge wliich you mention.” 

lie leaims, at least,” said Agelastes, modcslly, “what 1 can teach, 
and, above all, to be contented with his situation. — Diogenes, my 
good child,” said he, changing his address to the slave, “ thou s^^est 
1 have company — What does tlio poor hermit’s larder filibrd, with 
uliicli he inav regale Jus honoured guesks.” 

Jlillicrto tfi< 2 y had advanced no farther than a sort of outer room, 
or hall 0 ^' entrance, titted up with no more expense than might have 
suited ono wlio desired at .some outlay, and more taste, to avail hini- 
^elf of the ancient building for a sequestered and private retirement. 
The clniirs ;9iid couches were covered witlj^ Eastern wove mats, and 
wei'e of the simplest and most primitive form. But on touching a 
spring, an interior apartment was displayed, which had considerable 
pretension to splendour and magnificence. 

The furniture and hangings of this apartment were of si'iTiw- 
coloured silk, wrouglit on the looms of Persia, and crossed with 
embroidery, whicli produced a rich yet simpki effect. The ceiling 
was carved in Arabesque, and the four corners of the apartment 
were formed into recesses for statuary, which had been produced in 
a better age of the art tlian that which existed at tjie period of our 
story. ‘ 111 one nook, a shepherd seemed to withdraw himself, as if 
ashamedHo produce his scantily-covered person, while he.,yva3 will- 
ing to afford the audience the music of the reed which he held in liw 
hand.^*Tliree damsels, resembling the Graces in the beautiful pro- 
. portions If their limbs, and the slender clothing which they wore, 
Inidved iii aifiei^ent attitudes, each in her own niche, and seemed but 
to aw ait the first sound of the umsie to bound forth from thence and 

1 
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loin in the frolic dance. The subject was beautiful, yet somewhat 
light, to ornament the study of such a sage as Agelastes represented 
himself to bo* 

He seemed to bo sensible that this might attraci observation — 
“These figures,” he said, ‘^executed at tlie period of the highest 
excellence of Grecian art, were considered of old as the choral 
lyympbs assembled to adore the goddess of the place, waiting but 
the music to join in the worship of the temple. And, in truth, the 
wisest may be interested in seeing how near to animation tbt^ genius 
of these wonderful men could bring the inflexible marble. Allow 
but for the absence of the divine afflatus, or breath of animation, 
and an unenlightened heathen might suppose the miracle of Prome- 
theus was about to be realised. But we,” said he, looking upwards, 
“are taught to form abetter judgment between what man can do 
and tlie productions of the Deity.” 

»Some snbuicts of nattiral liiatory were painted on tlic walls, aud 
ib(‘ pbilosopiier fixed the attention of his guests upon the lialf'r< u- 
soning elephant, of which he mentioned several anecdotes, nliioli 
tlit y listened to witli great eagerness. 

A distant strain was liere lieard, as if of music in the woods, jiene- 
traling by fits Uirongli the hoarse roar of the cascade, which, it 
‘^iink iimnediately below the windows, lilled the apartnieut witli its 
di'ep voice. 

“ Apparently,” said Agclasics, “the friends whom 1 expected are 
approaching, and bring with them the means of enchant iiig anothiT 
sense. It is well th(‘y do so, since wisdom tells us tliat vye I'C'st 
honour the Deity by enjoying the gifts lie lias provided us.” 

Tliese words called the attention of the pliilosopber^s Frankish 
guests to the preparations (exhibited in this tasteful saloon. These 
w\ne made for an entertainment in the manner of the ancient 
Eomans, and couches, which were laid beside a table ready docked, 
announced that the male guests, at least, were to assist at tin* hmi- 
tpiet in the usual recumbent posture of the aiicicuts ; vldle seats, 
placed among the conches, seemed to say tliat females were e.v- 
pei'led, who vvould obserre the Grecian customs, in eating seatt'd. 
'i’lie pretiarations for good cheer were such as, though limited in 
extent, c<uild scarce be excelled in quality, either by the s]d(‘ndid 
disims wdiich decked Trimalcbio’s banquet of former days, or the 
ligluer delicacies of Grecian cookery, or the succulent and highly- 
spiccd messes indulged in by the nations of the Fast, to whichever 
they happened to give the preference ; and it was w'ith an air of 
some vanity that Agelastes asked liis guests to share a poor pilgrim’s 
meal 

“ We care little for dainties,” said the Count ; “ nor docs our ])rc’- 
sent course of life as pilgrims, bound a vow, allow us much choice 
on such subjects. Whatever is food for soldiers suffices llic Countess 
and myself ; for, with our will, we would at every liour be re,:idy for 
battle, and the less time we use in preparing for the field,* it is even 
so much the better. Sit then, Brcnlulda, since the fgomr man wiU ’ 
nave it so, and let us lose no time in refreshment, lest we waste thol 
which should be otherwise employed.” 
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" A inonicut’s forfiiteiiesa/’ said Agelastes, until the arrival of 
iny other friends, whose music you may now bear is close at hand, 
and who will not long, I may safely 2 )romise, divide you from your 
meal/' 

** For that," said the Count, “ there is no liastc ; and since you 
seem to account it a part of civil manners, Breiihilda and I can with 
ease postpone our repast, unless you will permit us, what 1 own 
would be more pleasing, to take a morsel of bread and a cup of 
water presently ; and, Uius refreshed, to leave the space clear fuv 
your more curious and more familiar guests." 

“ The saints above forbid ! ” said Agelastcs ; “ guests so bonourod 
never before pressed' these cushions, nor could do so, if the sacred 
fsiniily of the imperial Alexius himself even now stood at the gate/’ 

He bad hardly uttered these words wdieu the full-blown ]>eaj of a 
trumpet, louder in a tenfold degree than the strains of music iln‘y 
had before heard, was now sounded in the front of the temple, ]derc- 
ing through the murmur of the waterfall, as a Ibirnasens bl.ole 
nenetrates the armour, and assailing the ears of the ll^-arers, as life 
/wan'd pierces the flesh of him who w'ears the liarness. 

“ You seem surprised or alarmed, father," said Count IJeherl. 
“ Is there danger near, and do you distrirst our ])ro(ection ? ” 

‘‘No,” said Agelastes, “that would give me confidence in any e:. 
ti-emity; but these sounds excite awe, not fear. They tell me ils.ii 
Slime of the Imperial family are about to be my guests. Yet fi ai 
nothing, rny noble friends— they, whose look is life, are ready to 
show'er their favours with profusion upon stningers so worthy of 
honour as they will see here. Meantime, my brow’ must touch my 
threshold, in order duly to welcome them." >So saying*, lie hurried 
to Idle outer door of the* building. 

“ Each land has its enstoms," said the Count, as lie followed his 
liost, with liiswife hanging on Ids arm; “but, Brenhilda, as they are 
.so various, it is little wonder that they appear unseemly to eiich 
other. Here, however, in deference to ray entertainer, 1 sto<*p my 
er.-st, ill the maimer which seems to bo required." »So saying, he 
followed Agelastea into the anteroom, where a new scene aw'Luted 
tliem. 


CHAPTER Xill. 

Ageuastks gained bis threshold before Count Robert of Paris and 
ins lady. He had, therefore, time to make his prostrations before a 
hii^e aniihal, tlien unknown to the western world, but now univer- 
sally distingnislied as the elephant. On its back w^as a pavilion or 
palanqnfn, witidn which were enclosed the august persons of the 
Empress and her daughter Anna Comnena. Nicephorus 

Briennius’ liltended the Princesses in the command of a gallant 
body of light horse, whose splendid armour would have given more 
pleasure to the crusader, if it had possessed less an air of useless 
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wealth and offoininate magnificence. But; llie effect which it pro- 
duced in its appearance was as brilliant as could well be conceived. 
The officers alone of tliis corps de garde followed Nicephorus to the 
platform, prostrated themselves while the ladies of the Imperial 
house descended, and rose up agrain under a cloud of waving^ plumes 
and flashing’ lances, when they stood secuie upon the platform in 
front of the building^. Here the somewhat aged, but commanding' 
form of the Empress, and the still juvenile beauties of the fair liis- 
torian, were seen to great advantage. In the front of a deep back- 
ground of spears and waving crests, stood the sounder of the sacred 
trumpet, conspicuous by his size and the richness of his apparel ; lie 
kept iiis post on a rock above the stone staircase, and, by an occa- 
sional note of his instrument, intimated to the squadrons beneath 
that they should stay tlieir progress, and attend the motions of the 
Eni])rosR and the wife of the Csesar. 

The fair form of the Countess Brenhilda, and the fantastic appear- 
jmee of lier half raasciilino garb, attracted the attention of the ladies 
of Alexius’ family, but w'as too extraordinary to command their ad- 
miration. Agelastos became sensible tlu?re was a necessity that lie 
should introduce his guests to each other, if he desired they should 
meet on satisfactory terms. “May I speak,” he said, “and live? 
The armed strangers whom you find now with me^ arc worthy com- 
])anions of those myriads, whom zeal for the suffering inhabitants of 
ralestine has brought from the western extremity of jiluropo, at once 
to enjoy the countenance of Alexius Coiniienua, and to aid him, since 
it pleases him to accept their assistance, in expelling tlie Payuims 
from the bounds of the sacred empire, and garrison those regions in 
tlie’ir sfcad, as vassals of his Imperial Majesty.” 

“ We are pleased,” said the Empress, “ v/orthy Agelastes, that you 
should bo kind to those who are disposed to be so reverent to the 
l^mjieror. And we are rather disposed to talk with them onrs(‘]ves, 
that our daughter (whom Apollo hath gifted with the choice talent 
of recording what siie sees) may become acquainted witli one of 
those female warriors of the West of whom we have h^ard so much 
by common fame, and ycc know so little with certainty.” 

“Madam,” said the Count, “I can but rudely express to you wlint 
1 liavc to find fault with in the explanation whicli tliis old man hath 
giv^ui of our purpose in coming hither. Certain is, w'e iieitlicr 
owe Alexius fealty had \ve the purpose of paying him any when 
we took the vow ffiph ourselves whicli brought us against Asia. 
We came becauset*^ understood that the Holy Land had been torn 
IVom the Greek ||iS^cror by the Pagans, Saracens, Turks, and other 
infidels, from whtjm we are come to win it back. The wisest and 
most prudent aigSing us have judged it necessary to acknowledge 
the Emperor^ authority, since tnere was no such safe way of passing 
to the^iscliarge of our vow, as that of acknowledging fealty to him, 
ns the best mode of preventing quarrels among Christian* States. 
We, though independent of any eai’thly king, do not pretend to be 
greater men than they, and therefore have condescdhdcfl to pay4he 
same homage.” 

The Empress coloured several times with indignation in the course 
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of tluH speecli, wliicli, in more passa/?’es than one, was at variance 
with those imperial maxims of the Grecian court, wJiich held its 
dignity so high, and plainly intimated a tone of opinion which was 
depreciating to the Emperor’s power. ^ But the Empress Irene had 
received instructions from her imperial spouse to beware how she 
gave, or even took, any ground of quarrel with tlie crusaders, who, 
though coming in the appearance of subjects, were, nevertheless, 
too punctilious and ready to take fire, to render them safe discussers 
of delicate differences. She made a graceful reverence accordingly, 
as if she had scarce understood what the Count of Paris had explained 
so bluntly. 

At this moment the appearance of the principal persons on either 
liand attracted, in a wonderful degree, the attention of the other 
party, and there seemed to exist among them a general desire (d‘ 
fiirtlier acquaintance, and, at the same time, a manifest difficully in 
expressing such a wisli. 

Agelastos — to begin with the master of the house— had risen 
the ground indeed, but without venturing to assume an upright ]> 
lure; he remained bcfoi’e the Imperial ladies wuth hif*body and h ■:)»! 
still bent, his hand interposed between his eyes and their facos, n 
a man that would shade his eyesight from the level sun, and await, 
in silence the commands of those to w'hom he seemed to think ;; 
disrespectful to ni'oposc the slightest action, save by testifying.' in 
general that liis iiouse and his slaves were at their unlimited enni 
mand. The Countess of Paris, on tlie other hand, and her warJi],.' 
husband w’ore the peculiar objects of curiosity to Irene and her sic 
couiplisliod daughter, Anna Comnena; and it occurred to both iJn* ** 
Imperiiil ladies that they had never seen finer specimens of human 
strength and beauty; but, by a natural instinct, tliey prebuTod tk* 
manly bearing of the husband to that of the wdfe, which seemed o* 
lier own sex rather too haughty and too masculine to be altogeth. • 
pleasing. 

Count Bohert and his lady had also their owm object of attentin 
in the newly arrived group, and, to speak truth, it was nothing ebc 
than the peculiarities of the monstrous Mumal which they now s;u^ 
for tlic first time, employed as a beast of burden in the service of tfn 
fair Irene and her daughter. The dignity and splendour of th 
elder Princess, the grace and vivacity of the yoniiger, w ere alii, 
lost in Brenhilda’s earnest inoiiiric.s into the history of tlie oK ,,hant, 
and the use which it made or its trunk, tusks,, and’ huge cars, u])nn 
different occasions. 

Another person who took a less direct opportunity to gaze on 
Brcnhilda with a deep degree of interest was the Ciesar, Nicephonis. 
Tliis Prince kept his eye as steadily upon the Frankish Countess as 
he could well do, witho’ut attracting the attention, and exciting per- 
haps the suspicions, of his wife and raother-in-law’ ; he therefore en- 
deavoured to restore speech to an interview which would have been, 
awkward without it. “It is possible,” he said, “ beautiful Countess, 
;liat tl)» ‘being your first visit to the Queen of the world, yon have 
never hitherto seen the singularly curious animal called the olejiliant.” 

“Pardon me,” said the Countess, “1 have been treated hv this 
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learned ffontlemaii to a sig'ht, and some account of that wonderful 
creature. 

By all who heard thus observation, the Lady Brenhilda was sup- 
posed to have made a satirical thrust at the philosopher himself, 
who, ill the imperial court, usually went by the name of the Ele- 
phant. 

“No one could describe the beast more accurately than Agelos- 
tes,’’ said tlie rriiicess, with a smile of iiitelli^jence, which went round 
her attendants, 

“lie kimvYs its docility, its sensibility, and its fidelity,” said the 
]tliilo,'()plier, in a subdued tone. 

“ Tnio, ^ood A<;'elaatcs,” said the Princess; “we should not criti- 
cise tile aiuinn.l wliici) kneels to take us up Como, lady of a foreift'ii 

liind/’ she conlinued, turning to the Frank Count, and especially his 
Cen)it<‘ss--“a 5 i(l you her gallant lord! When you return to your 
e(»ni)tr3, yon shall say you have seen the Imperial family par- 
t i' e of their fsal, and in so far acknowledge themselves to be of 
' ll siiine c:l;iy with otlier mortals, shaving their poorest wants, and 
'\ ing nu'in,n) the fiaine manner.” 

'■/I’iiat, geiiile lady, 1 can well believe,” said Count- Robert; “my 
• ’urin.^ity would be more indulged by seeing this strange animal at 
lii'-. food,” 

‘ f on will bee the elephant more conveniently at his mess within 
answered the Princess, looking at Agelastes. 

Lod v ” said Brenhilda, “ J \Yuuld not willingly refuse* an iuvita- 
i h-ii gi\en in courtesy, but the sun has waxed low^ unnoticed, and we 
i.ni.'f l etiirn 1 o tln‘ city.” 

■' Be not nlVaid.” said the fair historian ; '^yoii shall have the ad- 
v;nil;id<* of onr im])oriaI escort to protect you in your return.” 

Tear? — id raid? -escort?— ])roteci? — These ’are word.s I know 
O' (. Know, Ind}, (liat uiy liusbnnd, the nohle Count of J'aris, is my 
-uiiiioriit orw'oit; ami even were he not with me, Ikonbiida do Aspra- 
10011(0 1(011. s iiotliing, and can defend herself.” 

*' Kail daugliier,” i*:iid Agelastes, “if I maybe permitted to speak, 
yon nil. lake the gracious i^itentions of the Princess, whoT expresses 
hei'si li'o.- lo a, Ja.dy of her own land. What she desires is to learn 
it 0(0 you some of the most marked habits and manners of the 
^'lank.^. of \vhi<*li you are so beautiful an example; and in return 
1 ' r Mivli iniurnuitiou the illustrious Princess would be glad to pro- 
em e yum enirancc to those .spacious collections, where animals from 
o.li (■( im v', of ihe habitable world have been assembled at the com- 
mand of our Emperor Alexius, ns if to satisfy the wisdom of those 
agi s (vu whom all creation i|^iown, from the deer so small in size 
th.u it is exceeded by an o»H'y rat, to that huge and singular in- 
hiUiiUuit of Africa tlnit caii^Pfwsc on the to)is of trees that are forty 
feet iiigii, while the lonaj^ (il* its hind-legs does not exceed tlie half 
; of that wondrous hei_gy|Er? 

i “ It is enough,” sai^m^tknintcss, with some eagerness ; but Age- 
f'lj^les lijul got a poiu:&ppdiscussion after his own mind. *i 

There is als^^ lie said, “ that huge lizard, whicli, resembling in 
the Imrudcss inhabitant of the moors of otlier countries, is in 
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Egfvpt a monster thirty feet in lengfth, clothed in impenetrable scales, 
and moaning- over his prey when he catches it, witli the hope ana 
purpose of drawing: otliera within his dang:er, by mimicking the 
Jaraentations of humanity.’* 

/‘ 8 ay no more, father!” exclaimed the lady. Robert, we 

will go — will we not, w^here such objects are to be seen ? ” 

“ There is also,” said Agelastes, who saw that he would gain his 
point by addressing himself to the curiosity of the strangers, “ the 
hug[e animal, wearing on its back an iiivuliierabio vestment, having 
on its nose a horn, and sometimes two, tlic folds of whose hide are 
of the most immense thickness, and wdiich never knight was able to 
wound.’* 

“ We will go, Robert — will we not?” reiterated the Countess. 

‘*Ay,” replied the Count, “and teach these lOasterns liow to judge 
of a knighfs sword, by a singie blow of my (rusty 'rranehefer.^' 

And who knows,” said Brenhilda, “since this is a land of eiieliant- 
Jiieiit, but what some, person, who is langiiisliiog in a fi)rtMgn sliupe, 
uiii> have their enchantment um-xpectedly dissolved by a stroke *'!■' 
the got )d weapon ? ’ * • 

“ Way no more, fatlier! ” exclaimed tlic Count. We will attend 
this l*n]iccs.s, since such sheie, were her whole escort bent to opixise 
oui- pasf.ugc, instead of being by lier command to be our eiuu d. 
For know, ail wlio liear mo, tlnis imudi of the nature of the Friinks, 
that w’heu you tell us of danger and didiculties, you give us tlje 
desire to travel the road where Uiey lie, as otlicr men Jnivc in sei-li- 
iiig either pleasure or profit in the paths in w hich such are to ho 
found.” 

As the ('ount pronounced ihe.se words, he struck his hnml upon 
his "Jh’anchefer, as an illustration of the manner in which )»e pur- 
j)osed u]ion occasion to make good his waiv. The courliv cirih* 
startled some wind at (he clash of steel, and the hery lu«)k of (he 
chivalrous Count Robert. The Kiii{)res.s indulged her alarm h}' re> 
trenting into the inner apartment of the pavilion. 

With a grace, whicli was rafely deigneil to any but tliose in clo^^o 
jilliaiice wjili the Imperial family, Anna 4'umuena took tho arm of 
tile noble Count. “ J see/’ she said, ‘"tliat the Imperial Mother lui 
honoun-d the house of the learned Agelastes, by leading t!ie wmy ; 
(herefore, to loach you (irceian breeding must tall to m 3 share.’' 
Saying this, sho conducted him to tho inner apartment. 

“ Fear not for your wife/* she said, as she noticial the Frank look 
round; our husband, like ourselves, has x»]ea 3 ure in showing attcii> 
lion to tnc stranger, and will lead the Countess to our board. It is not 
the custom of the Im^ierial family to eat in company wdth strangers ; 
but we thank Heaven for having instructed us in that civility, wdiicli 
can know no degradation in dispensing with ordinary^ rules to do 
honour to sti'angers of such merit as yours. I know it wdll be my 
motijcr’s request, that you will take your places without ceremony'; 
and also, altliough the grace be somewhat particular, 1 am sure that 
it w ill iiave ni)’ Imperial father’s approbation.” 

* “ Re it as your ladyship lists,” said Count Robert. Tliore arc few 
nicij to wdiom I would yield place at the board, if they Imd not gone 
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Lefore me in the battle-field. To a lady, especially so fair a one. I 
willingly yield my place, and bend my knee, whenever I have the 
good hap to meet her/^ 

The Frincess Anna, instead of feeling herself awkward in the dis- 
charge of the extraordinary, and, as she might have thought it, de- 
grading oflScc of ushering a barbarian chief to the banquet, felt, on 
the contrary, flattered, at having bent to lier purpose a licart so ob- 
stinate as that of Count Robert, and elated, perhaps,* with a certain 
degree of satisfied pride while under bis momentary protection. 

The Empress Irene had already seated herself at the head of the 
table. She looked with some astonishment, when her daughter and 
son-in-law, taking their seats at her right and left hand, invited the 
Count and Countess of Paris, the former to recline, the latter to sit at 
tlie board, in the places next to themselves ; hut she had received the 
strictest orders from her husband to bo deferential in every respect 
to tlie stnmgcrs, and did not think it right, therefore, to interpose 
any eeroinonious scruples. 

'riic Countess took her seat, as indicated, beside tlie Ctesar ; and 
ilie Count insfl'iul of reclining in the mode of the Grecian men, also 
s(‘.'it(‘d liimself in the European fashion by the ])rincess. 

“ 1 will not lie prostrate,” said he, laughing, ‘^exce])t in considera- 
tion of a blow Nveiglity enough to compel me to do so; nor then either, 
if J am able to start up and return it.” 

Mho service of tlie table then hegiui, and, to say truth, it appeared 
to he an ini])ort.ant ])art of the husiiiess of the day. The officers 
w’lio attended to i)erform their several duties of dechers of the tabic, 
sew'crs of tlu‘ banquet, removers and tasters to the Imperial family, 
thronged into the banqueting room, and seemed to vie with caelt 
other in^ calling upon Agehistes for spices, condiments, sauces, and 
w ines of various kinds, the variety and multiplicity of their demand.s 
being ap])arcntly devised ex j)ycpos'ilOf for stirring the patience of the 
])hih)Hoplier. Rut Agelastes, wdi<» had anticipated most of their re- 
qu(‘sts, however unusual, supi)lied them completely, or in the great- 
est ])art, by the ready agency of his active slave Diogenes, to whom, 
at the same time, he contr\ed to transfer all blame for llic absence 
of such articles as he was unable to provide. 

“Re Homer my witness, the accomplished Virgil, and the curious 
f(‘lieity of Horace, that, trifling and unwortliy as this banquet was, 
my note of directions to lids thrice unhappy slave gave the instruc- 
tions to procure every ingredient necessary to convey to each dish 
its proper §iisto. — Ill-omened carrion that thou art, wherefore 
l)lacodst thou the pickled cucumber so far apart from the boar’s 
licad ? and why are these superb congers unprovided with a requisite 
quantity of fcuniTl? The divorce betwixt tlie shell-fish and the Chian 
wine, ill a pr^s'bhce like this, is worthy of the divorce of thine own 

f ill from tl0, body; or, to say the least, of a lifelong* residence in 
te Pistrip,^.” While thus the philosopher proceeded with threats, 
(i^uVses, anilfiienaces against his slave, the stranger might have an 
'ibpjjortunity^^f comparing the little torrent of his doniet- tic* eloquence, 
which the manners of the times did not consider as ill-bred, with the 
louder and deeper share of adulation towards his gnests. They 
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iiung’Ied like the oil with the vineg'ar aiul pickles which Diogenes 
mixed for the sauce. Thus the Count and Countess had an oppor- 
tunity to estimate the happiness and- the felicity reserved for those 
slaves, whom the omnipotent Jupiter, in the plenitude of compassion 
for their staio, and in guerdon of their good morals, had dedicated to 
tlic service of a philosopher. The share they themselves took in the 
banquet, was finished with a degree of speed which gave surprise not 
only to their host, but also to the Imperial guests. 

The Count helped himself carelessly but of a dish which stood near 
him, and partaking of a draught of wine, without inquiring whether 
it was of the vintage which the Greeks held it matter of conscience 
to mingle with that species of food, he declared himself satisfied ; nor 
could the obliging entreaties of his neiglibour, Anna Comnena, in- 
duce him to partake of other messes represented as being cither 
delicacies or curiosities. Ilis spouse eat still more moderately of the 
food whicli scennul most simply cooked, and stood nearest her at the 
board, and parlook of a cup of crystal water, whicli she sliii’litly tinged 
with wine, at the ))ersevenng entreaty of the Caesar. They then re- 
liiKjiiished tlie farther business of thebanniiet, and, leaning hack n))on 
their seats, occupied themselves in watciung the liberal credit done 
to the fe.ast by the rest of tlie guests present. 

A modern synod of gourmands would hardly liave equalled the 
Imperia,! family of Greece sealed at a iihih^sophical banquet , whether 
ill the critical knowledge disjdayed of tli (3 science of eating in all its 
hranches, or in the i»ractlcal cost and ]»aticncc with which they exer- 
cised it, the ladies, indeed, did not eat much of any one dish, biit they 
tasted of almost all that were presented to tlnmi, and their name W'as^ 
Tjcgion. Yet, after a short lime, in Homeric jilirase, the rage of 
tliirst and hunger was assuaged, or, more ])voimhly. the ihincess 
Anna Comnena was tired of being an object of some inattention to 
the guest who sat next her, and who, joining his high military cha- 
racter to liis very handsome presence, was a person by wlnnn few 
ladies would willingly be neglected. Tliere is no new guise, says our 
father Ohauci'r, but what resembles an old one; and the address of 
Anna Comnena to the bVankisli Count iniglit resemble that of a 
niodcni lady of fashion, in her attempts to engage in conversation 
the ex'juulie, wlio sits by her side in an apparently absent fit. “ We 
iiave piped unto you,” said the Princess, ‘’’and you have not danced ! 
We have sung to you the jovial chorus of Evoc^ et' 0 (% and you will 
neither worship Comas nor Bacchus! Are w^e then to judge you a 
follower of the Muses, in whose service, as W’ell as in that of l^limhus, 
we ourselves pretend to be enlisted?” 

“Pair lady,” replied the Prank “be not oflended at my stating 
once for all, in plain terms, that I am a Christian ibau, spitting at, 
and bidding defiance to, Apollo, Bacchus, Comus, and all other 
heathen deities whatsoever.” 

“ 0 ! cruel interpretation of my unwary words ! ” said the Prin- 
cess ; “ 1 did but mention the gods of music, poetry, and eloquence, 
worshipped *f)y lour divine philosophers, and whose names aie still 
us(‘d to distinguish the arts and sciences over which thev presided — 
and the Count interprets it seriouRly into n breach or 1ho soc<jnd 
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coiumaiidmcnt I Oiiv Lady preserve me, we must take care how wt 
speak, when our -words are so sharply interpreted/' 

The Count laiig-Jjed as the Princess spoke. "1 had no offensivt 
meaning’, madam,’’ he said, **nor would I wish to interpret 3*0111 
words otherwise than as being* most innocent and praise-worthy. J 
shall suppose that jour speech contained all that was fair and hlainC' 
less. You are, 1 l/avo understood, one of those who, like our worthy 
host, exjjress in composition the history and feats of the warlike time 
in whicli .you live, and give to the posterity which slndl succeed us, 
the knowledge of the brave deeds which have been achieved in our 
day. I respect the task to which you have dedicated yourself, and 
know not; how a Judy could lay after a^es under an obligation to liVr 
in tile same degree, uiile.ss, like my wife, Breiibilda, she were berself 
to bo the actress of deeds wbicb she recorded. And, by the way, she 
now looks towards lier neighbour at tlie table, as if ^ile were about 
t{» rise and leave him ; bm* iiiclinalions arc towards Constantinople, 
and, wil,li your ladyship’s permission, 1 cannot allow her to goiliitljer 
alone.’' 

“ Tluit you shall neilber of you do,” said Anna Comnena ; sinc<i 
we all go 10 till! capital direcll.v, and for the juirpose of seeing* iliose 
wonders of nature', of which nunierou.s cxaniples have been colb'ctod 
by the' splendour of my lni]>eri.ii father- If my has hand seems ie 
liiive ;/veu olfenee lo the Countess, do not Kiip])Ose that it v’sis in- 
tentionally dealt to her ; on the contrary, you will find tlie good mail, 
wlien you are better acyuainted with bini, to be one of Uujse simple 
jiersons who manage so unluqipily what they mean for civilities, that 
those to whom they arc addressed receive them freipieuily in anotlau' 

seii'-it'.’’ 

'.rile Countess of Poris, however, refused again to sit down to ihe 
t.a])le from wiiieh she had risen, so that Agelastes and his Impc i ial 
guests saw tlieuiHelves under tlie m'cessity either to ]5ennit (ho 
strangers to <lcpart, which they seemed unwilling to do, or to d'^tain 
them by force, to attempt which might not perhap.a have been eilhei* 
safe or'}>k'asant ; or, histlv, to have waived the otiqii. ll.e (»f rank and 
set out along with tbem,^it the same time managing their dignity, 
so a.s to take the initiatory Htep, though ilio dcpariure took jihice 
irpon tlie motion of their wilful guests. Much tumult there \v:hs 
buslling, disimting, and sliouting ~ among tlio troop-, and olllcers 
v.Iio were thus moved from their renast, tw<) hours at least sooner 
than Inid been experieneed upon similar occasions in the memory of 
lilt! oiliest among them. A different arrangement of the Imperial 
jiarly likewise seemed to place by mutual consent. 

JS'jcepluuu.s Ih'i(upjiiui^JttS(fcnded the seat upon the elephant, and 
remained there jdadj^ifeeside hi.s aug'ust mothev-iu-law. Agelastes, 
on a sohLr-mhided^^^cy wliich permitted him to prolong* his philo- 
sophical liarangiirf^t liis own pleasure, rode beside the Countess 
Brenhilda, whompe made the iirincipal object of his oratory. The 
||ii* historian, t]|6ugh she usually travelled in a litter, preferred upon 
occasion a' spirited horse, wdiich euahlcd her tbwcee'l) pace with 
Count llobert i>f l’ans,on whose imagination, if not his feelings, she 
re(?ined to have it in view’ to work a marked inipresHon. 'riie eon-^ 
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versatiott of the Empress with her son4n law requires no special de- 
tail. It was a tissue of criticisms upon the manners and behaviour of 
of the Franks, and a hearty wish that they roi^ht be soon transported 
from the realms of Greece, never more to return, fciucli was at least 
the tone of the Empi-ess, nor did the Caesar find it convenient to ex* 
press any more tolerant opinion of the strangers. On the other Jmmi, 
Ag'elastcs made a long- circuit ere he ventured to approach the sub- 
ject which he wished to introduce, ile spoke of the mcimgerio of 
the Emperor as a most superb collection of natural history ; ho ex- 
lulled different persons at court for having- encouraged Alexius Com- 
nenas in this wise and philosophical amusement. But, finally, the 
praise of all otliers was abaiidoned that the philosopher might dwell 
upon that of ^Nicephorus Briennius, to wJiorn the cabinet or collection 
of Ciuistantmople was indebted, he said, for the principal treasures 
it <?ontainc(i. 

1 am glad it is so,” said the Iiaugliiy Cciunless, without lowering 
lier voice or affecting any change of inann<*r; “ 1 am giad that lie 
inulerstandssome things better worth iindorstaiulingtlnui Nvhispering 
wifcii stranger young women. Credit me, if he* gives much license to 
his tongue among such w'omcn of my country as these stirring limes 
may bring hither, some one or other of theili will fling him into ilu^ 
cataraet which daslies below.” 

“ Tardoii me, fair lady,’ said Agelasles; *Mio female lieiu i could 
meditate an action so atrocious against so flue a form as fluit of lim 
C'jcsav JS’icopliovus Brionniuh.” 

“Ihit it not on that issue, father” said the oUciulcd Cmintess: 

“ for, by my patroness Saint, our Lauy of the Broken TiUnces, had it 
not, been for regard to these two ladies, wlio sceiM!.d to iniend some 
rchpect to my husband and myself, that same Nicej>liorus sliould 
jiavo been as perfectly a liord of llio Broken Bones as any C'aisar 
’i \))0 has borne the title since the great Julius) " 

'file philosopher, ution this explicit information, began fo enter- 
tain some personal fear for himself, and hastened, by divei tmg the 
conversation, wliicli lie did witli great di‘xterity, l,o the aiory of ilevo 
and Leander, i^> put the afiroiit received on^f the head oi* this un- 
scrupulous Amazon. 

.Mi'antimc, Count Ilobert of Pai-is was engrossed, a’S it may ]>e 
termed, ]>y the fair Anna Comuciia. She spoke on all subjects, ou 
some better, doubtless, others worse, but on none did she suspect 
Inu'self of any deficiency ; while the good Count wished heartily 
^v 2 t]dn liimsclf tliat his companion liad been safely in bed with tlic 
eitehantcd Princess of Zulicliium. 8he performed, right or wrong, 
dbe part of a panegyrist of the Normans, until at length the Count, 
[tired of lieariiig her prate of she knew not exactly wkafc, broke in as 

I '' Lady,” he said, “ notwithstanding I and my followers are sorac- 
li'imes so* named, yet we are not Normans, wdio ome hither as a 

I numerous and separate body of pilgrims, under the command of 
heir Duke SJobert, a valiant, though extravagant, thoughllcss, ami 
mail- I fay nothing against the fame of these Normans, 
'riiey conrjiiomk in our fathers’ days, a kingdom fur stronger fii.-m 
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their own, which men call England; 1 see that you entertain some 
of the natives of wliich country in your pay, under the name of Var- 
an<?ians. Although defeated, as I said, by the Normans, they are, 
nevertheless, a brave race ; nor would we think ourselves much dis^ 
honoured by mixing in battle with them. Still we are the valiant 
Franks, who had tlicir dw-elling on the eastern banks of the Rhine 
and of the Saale, who were converted to the Christian faith by the 
celebrated Clovis, and are sufficient, by our numbers and courage, 
to reconquer the Holy Laud, should airEuropc besides stand neutral 
in the contest.” 

Tliei*e are few things more painful to the vanity of a person like 
the Princess, than the being detected in an egregious error, at the 
moment she is taking credit to herself for being peculiarly accurately 
informed. 

“ A false slave, who knew not what he was saying, 1 su])pose,” said 
tlic Princess, “ imposed upon me the belief that the Varangians were 
the natural enemies of the Normans. I sec him inarching there by 
the side of ^^chillcs Tatins, the leader of his corps. — Call him hither, 
you officers !*~ Yonder tall man, I mean, with the battle-axe upon his 
slunildev.” 

llereward, distinguished by bis post at the licad of the squadron, 
W'as summoned from thence to the presence of the Princess, where 
he made his military obeisance with a east of sternness in hivS aspect, 
us his glanc{‘ lighted upon the proud look of the Frenchman who 
rode beside Anna Comnena. 

"‘Did I not understand thee, fellow,” said Anna Comnena, “to 
have informed me, nearly a month ago, that the Normans and flie 
Franks w'ore the same people, and enemies to the race from which 
yon spring?” 

“ 'riio Normans arc our mortal enemies, Lady,” answered ITero- 
w'ard, “ by wdiom we wTre driven from our native land. The Franks 
are subjects of the same Lord-Parainount with the Normans, and 
tliereforc they neither love the Varangians, nor are beloved by 
them.” 

“ Good fellow,” said tlPe French Count, “you do the Franks wrong, 
and a-scribe to the Varangians, allhougli not unnaturally, an undue 
degree of ihiportance, when you suppose that a race which has 
ceased to exist as an independent nation for more than a g(‘neration, 
can he cither an object of interest or resentment to sucli a.s we are.” 

“I am no stranger,” said the Varangian, “ to the jmidc of yonr 
lieart, or the precedence which you assume over those who have been - 
less fortunate in W'ar than yourselves. It is Cod who casteth down 
and wdio bnildeth up, nor ’is there in the world a prospect to wliich 
the Varangians would iqok forward with more jdeasure tlian that 
a hiindred of their, ^Smber should moot in a fair field, cither with 
the oppressive Np^raans, or their modern compatriots, the vain 
Frenclnucn, aiid^et God be the judge which is mo.st w^orthy of 
^Victory. 

_ “You take qn "Insolent advantn;^© of the chance-” sfaid the Count 
of Paris, “whildr gives you an unlooked-for opporSunity to bnive a*? 
nohlemai^ 
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“It is my sorrow and shame/' said the Varan^^dan, “that that 
opportunity is not complete; and that there is a chain around me 
which forbids me to say, Slay me, or TU kill thee before we part 
from this spot ! 

“ Why^ tliou foolish and hot-brained churl,” replied the Count, 
“ what right hast thou to the lionour of dying by my blade ? Thou 
art mad, or hast drained the ale-cup so deeply that thou kno\rest not 
what thou thinkest or sayest.” 

“ Thou liest I ” said the Varangian ; “ though such a reproach be 
the utmost scandal of thy race.” 

The Frenchman motioned his hand quicker than light to his 
sword, but instantly withdrew it, and said with dignity, “ thou canst 
not oflend me.” 

“But thou,” said the exile, “hast ofiended me in a matter which 
can only be atoned by thy manhood.” 

“ Where and how ? ” answered the Count ; “ although it is need- 
less to ask the question which thou canst not answer rationally.” 

“Thou hast this day,” answered the Varangian, “put a mortal 
affront upon a great prince, whom thy master calls liTs ally, and by 
whom tho C'fet st been received with every rite of hospitality. Him 
(lion lia^tMlfrbnted as one peasant at a merry-making would tlo 
shame tbllkother, and this dishonour thou hast done to liim iu the 
very fac6^® l^s tiwn chiefs and princes, and the nobles from every 
court of Europe.” 

“ It w’as^thy master’s part to resent my conduct,” said the French- 
man, “ if iu reality he so much felt it as an affront.” 

“ 13ut that,” said Hereward, “did not consist with the manners of 
his country to do. Besides that, wo trusty Varangians esteem our- 
selves bound by our oath as much to defend our Emperor, while the 
service lasts, on every inch of his honour as on every foot of Ins 
territory ; I therefore tell thee, Sir Knight, Sir Count, or whatever 
llioii callest thyself, there is mortal quarrel between thee and the 
Varangian guard ever and until thou hast fought it out in fair and 
manly battle, body to body, with one of the said Imperial Varan- 
gians, wheif duty and opportunity Sliall im'mit:— and so God schaw 
the right ! ” 

As this passed in the French language, the meaning escaped the 
understanding of such Imperialists as were within hearing at the 
time ; and the Princess, who waited v/ith some astonishment (ill the 
Crusader and the Varangian had finished their conference, when it 
►was over, said to him with interest, “I trust you feel that poor man’s 
situation to be too much at a distance from your own, to admit of 
your meeting him in what is termed knightly battle ? ” 

“ On such a question,” said the knight, “ I hav/j but one answer 
to any lady who does not, like ray Brenhilda, cover herself with a 
^lield, and bear a sword by iier side, and the heart of a knight iu 
her bosom.” 

“ And suppose for once,” said the Princess Anna Comnena, “ that 
I nossessed such titles to your confidence, what would your answer 
be to me ? ” / 

“ There can be little reason for concealing it,” said the Count. 
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** The Vai'ang^an in a brave man, and a strong* one; it is contrary to 
my TOW to slum his challenge, and nerhaps 1 shall derogate from 
my rank by accepting it ; but the world is wide, and he is yet to be 
born who has seen Robert of Paris shun the face of mortal man. By 
means of soi\ie gallant officer among the Emperoris guards, this 
jK)<n* fellow, who nourishes so strange an ambition, shall learn that 
lie shall have liis wish gratified.’’ 

“ And then ? ” said Anna Comnena. 

“ Why, then,” said tbe Count, “ in the poor man’s own language, 
God Hcliaw the right ! ” 

Which is to say,” said the Princess, ‘Hhat if my father has an 
officer of his guards honourable enough to forward so nious and 
reasouuljlo a purpose, the Emperor must lose aii ally, in whose faith 
he puts confidence, or a most trusty and faithful soldier of his per- 
sonal guard, wlio has distinguished himself upon many occasions?” 

“1 aril liappv to hear,” said the Count, “ that the man bears such 
a character. In truth, his ambition ought to have sonic foundation. 
The more I |bink of it, the rather am I of opinion that tliore is 
something generous, rather than derogatory, in giving to the poor 
evile, whose thoughts are so high and noble, those privileges of a 
man of rank, which some who were born in such loRv atation are 
too cowardly to avail themselves of. Yet despond not, noble 
I’rincess: tlm challenge is not yet accepted of, and if it was, the 
isMie is in the hand of God. As for me, whose trade is war, tin? 
sense iliat 1 have something so serious to transact with this resolute 
man, will k(‘ep me fri>m other less honourable quarrels, in wliich a 
lack of occupation might be apt to involve me.” 

I’lie Princess made no farther observation, bcipg resolved, by pri- 
vafo renumstrance to Achilles Tatius, to engage nim to jirevent a 
meeting which might be fatal to the one or the other of two bra\c 
men. The town now darkened before them, sparkling, at the saim^ 
time, Ihrongli its obscurity, by the many lights which illuminat(‘d 
the houses of the citizens, llie royal cavalcade hold their way to 
the Golden Gate, where the trusty centurion put his guard inider 
arms to receive them. * 

We must now break off, fair ladies,” said the Count, as the party, 
having now dismounted, were standing together at the private gate 
of the Blacquernal Palace, and find as we can, the lodgings whieli 
we occupied lust night.” 

Under your favour, no,” said the Empress. “ You must be con- 
tent to take your supper and repose in quarters more fitting* your 
rank; and,” added Irene, “with no worse quartermaster than one 
of tliG Imperial family wh^fn^s been your travelling companion.” 

This the Count heard, \#th considerable inclination to accept the 
ho.spitality which was so readily offered. Although as devoted as a 
man could well be to tl}|^ charms of his Brenhilda, the very idea 
never haying entered his head of preferring another’s beauty to 
hers, yet, nevertheless, he had naturally felt himself flatteved by tiie 
^Mtentiqns of a woman of eminent beauty and very hi^,.h rank ; and 
CTte praise.s with which the Princess had loaded him had not entirely 
fallen to the ground. He was no longer in the humour in which ‘ 
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Iho moniin^ Lad fcmud him, disposed to outrag^e the feelings ot the 
Kmpcror, and to insult his dignity; but, flattered by the adroit 
sycophancy which the old philosopher Jiad learned from the schoola, 
aiul the beautiful Frincess had been gifted with by nature, lie as- 
sented to the Empress’s proposal ; the more readily, ]Jorbaps, that 
the darkness did not permit him to see that there Vas distinctly a 
shade of displeasure on the brow* of Brenhilda. Whatever the 
cause, she cared not to express it, and the married pair had just 
mitered that labyrinth of passages through which Hevcv/ard iiad 
formerly waitdercd, when a chamberlain and a female attendant, 
richly dressed, bent the knee before them, and ofiered them the 
means and place to adiust their attire, ere they entered the Im* 
})(irial presence, lirennilda looked upon her apparel and arms, 
sjiotted with the blood of the insolent fcseythian, and Amazon as she 
was, felt the shame of being carelessly and improperly dressed. 
The arms of tlie knight were also bloody and in disarrangement. 

“ Tell my female sq^uire, Agatha, to give her attendance,” said the 
('Onntess. “ She alone is in the halnt of assisting to unarm and to 
attire me,” 

“.Now, God be praised,*’ thought the Grecian lady of iho beib 
chnmbcr, that 1 am not called to a toilet where smiths' h}nnTjH'’'s 
and tongs are like to be the instruments most in request! ” 

“Tell Marcian, my armourer,” said the Count, “to attend wjlh 
the silver and bine suit of plate and mail whicii 1 won in a wager 
fnnn (be Count of Thoiilonse.”' 

“ Might I not have the honour of adjusting your armour,” said a 
sjileirdidly dressed courtier, with some marks of the armourer s pjo- 
h*rslon, “ since! Inive put on that of the Emjniror liUnself ?— may 
Ins name be sacred ! ” 

“ And how many rivets hast thou elencbod upon tlie occasitm wiili 
^liis hand,” said tile Count, catching hold of it, “ vvhieli looks as if it 
i'ad nover been washed, save witli milk of roses, and with tins childish 
toy pointing to a liammer with ivory haft and silver head, which, 
shurk into a milk-wdute kid-skin apron, the official W'ore as badges of 
his duty. Tlfb armourer fell hack in some^onfiision. “ ilis grasp," 
he ^:d(l to another domestic, “ is like the seizure of a vice ! ” 

While this little scene passed apart, the Empress Irene, her 
daughter, and her son-in-law. left the company, under prideneq of 
making a necessary change in tlieir apparel. Immediately after, 
v\gejastes was required to attend tlie Emperor, and the strangers 
-^re conducted to two adjacent chambers of retirement, splendidly 
uiU'd up, and placed for the present at their disposal, and that of 
their attendants. There wc shall for a time leave them, assuming, 
with the assistance of their own attendants, a dress which their ideas 
regarded as most fit for a great occasion ; those of the Grecian court 
willingly keeping apart from a task wiiicli they held nearly as for- 
niidablo as assisting at the lair of a royal tiger or his bride. 

Agelastes found the Emperor sedulously arranging his most 
splendid eouVt ^ress ; for, as in the court of Pekin, the change of 


1 See Note G. liajfmond. 
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ceremouial attire waa a great jiarfc of the ritual observed at Con- 
stantinople. 

“ Thou hast done well, wise Agelastcs,” said Alexius to the philos- 
opher ,*as ho approached with abundance of prostrations and genu- , 
flexions — Tlioii hast done well, and we are content with thee. Less 
than thy wit and address must have failed in separating from their 
company this tameless hull, and unyoked heifer, over whom, if we 
obtain influence, we shall command, by every account, no small 
interest among those who esteem them the bravest in the host.” 

“ My humble understanding,” said Agelastes, “ had been infinitely 
inferior to the management of so prudent and sagacious a sclieiiie, 
had it not been shaped forth and suggested by the illimitable wisdom 
of your most sacred Imperial Highness.” 

We are aware,” said Alexius, “ that we had the merit of blocking 
forth the scheme of detaining these persons, either by their choice 
as allies, or by main force as hostages. Their friends ere yet they 
have missed them, will be engaged in waf with the Turks, and at no 
liberty, if the devil should suggest such an undertaking, to take 
arms against tlie sacred empire. Tims, Agelastes, w^e shall obtain 
hostages at least important and as valuable as that Count of Ver- 
niaiulois, whose liberty the tremendous Godfrey of Bouillon extorted 
from us by threats of instant war,” 

“ l^lrdon,” said Agelastes, “ if I add another reason to those wliicli 
of tlicmselvcs so happily support your august resolution. It is 
IKissihle that we may, oy observing the greatest caution and courtesy 
towards these stranger's, win them in good earnest to our side.” 

“ I conceive you, I conceive you” — said the Emperor ; “ and this 
very, night I will exhibit myself to this Count and his lady in the 
royal presence-chamber, in the richest robes which our wardr(»ho can 
furnisli. The lions of Solomon shall roar, the golden tree of Comnenus 
shall display its wonders, and the feeble eyes of these Franks shall 
be altogether dazzled by the splendour of the empire. These spec- 
tacles cannot hut sink into their minds, and dispose them to become 
the allies and servants of a nation so much more powerful, skilful, 
and wealthy than iheir o^n.—Thou hast something to »ay, Agelastes, 
Years and long study have made thee wise; though we have given 
our opinion, thou mayst speak thine own, and live.” 

Thrice tliree times did Agelastes press his brow against the hem 
of the Emperor's garment, and great seemed his anxiety to find such 
words as ini^^ht intimate his dissent from his sovereign, yet save him 
from the informality of contradicting him expressly. 

“ These sacred words, in which your sacred Highness has uttered' 
your most just and accurate opinions, are undeniable, and incapable 
of contradiction, were any vain enough to attempt to impugn them. 
Nevertheless, bd it lawful to say, that men show the wisest arguments 
in vain to those who do not understand reason, just as you would iji 
vaih. ei^ibit a curious piece of limning to the blind, or endeavour to 
brihe/ii^ scripture saith, a sow by the offer of a precious stone. The 
fault is not, in such case, in the accuracy of your sacred reasoning, 
but in the obtuseness and perverseness of the'barbalWaus to whom it 
is applied.” ' \ 
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'‘Bpciik more pluiuly,” said the Emperor; “how often must wo 
tell thee, that iu cases in which we really want counsel, we know we 
must he contented to sacrifice ceremony ? 

“ Then in plaiiiyyords,” said A^elastes. “ these European barbari- 
ans are like no owrs under the cope or the universe, either on the 
things on which Hey look with desire, or on tliose wliich they con- 
sider as discouraging. The treasures of this noble empire, so far as 
they affected their wishes, would merely inspire them with the desire 
to go to waryvith a nation possessed of so much wealth, and who, iu 
their self-conceited estimation, were less able to defend, than tliey 
themselves are powerful to assail. Of such a description, for iiHstance, 
is Colicrnond or Tarentum, — and such a one is many a crusader less 
able and sagacious than Jie;--for I think I need not tell your Impe- 
rial Divinity, that he holds his own Hclf-intcrcst to be the devoted 
guide of his whole conduct through this extraordinary war ; and that, 
therefore, you can liis course, when once you are 

aware from which point or the compass the wind of avarice and self- 
interest breathes with respect to him. But there are spirits among 
the Franks of a very different nature, ami who must be acted upon 
by very different motives, if we would make ourselves masters of 
their actions, and the principles by which they arc governed. If it 
were lawful to do so, 1 would request your IMajcsty to look at tlio 
manner by which an artful juggler of your court achieves his imposi- 
tion upon the eyes of Bpcctators, vet hcedfully disguises the means 
by Mdiich ho attains his object. This people— 1 mean the more lofry- 
niimlcd of these crusaders, who act up to the pretences of the doctriile 
which they call chivalry-- despise the thirst of gold, and gold itself, 
unless to hilt their swords, or to furnish forth some ne(*essary ex- 
penses, as alike useless and contemptible. The man who can be 
moved by the thirst of gain, they contemn, scorn, and despise, and 
liken him, in the meanness of his objects, to the most ]>altry serf that 
ever followx>d the plough or wielded the spade. On the other hand, 
if it liappeiis that they actually need gold, tliey are sufficiently un- 
ceremonious iu taking it where they cau most easily find it. Thus, 
they arc neitlier easily to be bribed by givftg them sums of gold, nor 
to be starved into compliance by withholding what chance may render 
necessary for them. In the one case, they set no value upon the gnft 
of a little paltry yellow dross ; on tli© other, they arc accustomed to 
take what they waut.” 

“ Yeliow dross ! interrupted Alexius. “ Do tliijy call that noble 
equally rcspcctc'd by Boiiian and barbarian, by rioli and poor, 
by grcjT? and mean, by churchmen and laymen, wdiicli ail iiiankiml 
are fighting for, plotting’ for, planning for, intrig'uiiig for, and damn- 
ing thems(3ves for, both soul and body — by the opin-obrious name of 
yellow dross ? They are mad, Agejastes, utterly mad. Perils and 
dangers, penalties and scourges, are the only arguments to which 
men who are above the universal inffucuce wliich moves all others, 
can j)ossibly be accessible.” 

“Nor are’ they,” said Agclastos, “ more accessible to fear than they 
np to self-in They are indeed, from their boyhood, brought 
j^q) to scorn thoyo ]):ission3 which inliucnce ordinary minds, w’licther 
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by mcaiiH of avarice to impel, or of fear to hold back. So raucli is 
this tlie case, that what is enticing* to other men, must, to interest 
them, hav e the piquan t sauce of extreme dan ger. 1 told, for in stance, 
to this very hero, a legend of a Princess of ^ulichium, wlio lay on an 
Onchantcd couch,beautiful as an angel, awaiting the chosen knight who 
ehoulcl, by dispelling her enchanted slumbers, become master of her 
person, of her kingdom of Zulichinra, and of lier countless treasures ; 
and would your Imperial Majesty believe me, I could scrirce get the 
j^allant to attend to xny legend, or take any interest in the adventure, 
tiH I assured him he would have to encounter a winged dragon, com- 
pared to 'which the largest of those in the Frank ronuiuces vms but 
like a mere dragonfly? ” 

“ And did this move the gallant ? ” said the Emperor. 

“ So much so,” replied the philosopher, “ that had I not unfortii- 
Tiately, by the earnestness of my description, awakened the jealousy 
of his Penthe^silca of a Countess, lie liadArgottcn the crusade and 
all belonging to it, to go in quest of ZuWinuin and its slumbering 
sovereign.” 

“Kay, theii,” said the Emperor, “we have in our empire (make 
us sensible of the advantage 1) innumerable tale-tellers who are not 
possessed in the slightest degree of th.at noble scorn of gold whicli is 
proper to the Franks, but shalj, for a brace of bcsanfcs, lie with the 
devil, and beat him to boot, if in that manner we can gain, as mari- 
ners say, the weathergage of the Franks.” 

“Discretion,” said Agelastcs, “is in the highest degree necessary. 
Simply to lie is no very great matter ; it is merely a departure from 
the truth, which is little different from misaing a murk at archery, 
whole* the whole horizon, one point alone excepted, will alike serve 
the shooter’s purpose ; but to move the Frank as is desired, reipiires 
a perfect knowledge of his temper and disposition, great caution 
and presence of mind, and the most versatile readiness in changing 
from one subject to another. Had I not myself been somewhat 
alert, I might have paid the penalty of a false step in your Majesty’s 
service, by being liiiiig into my own cascade by the virago wlmm 1 
offended.” 

“ A perfect Thalestris ! ” said the Emperor ; “ I shall take care 
wdiat offence 1 give her.” 

“ If I might speak and live,” said Agelastes, “ the Ctesar Nicepho- 
Ills Briennius had best adopt the same precaution.” 

“ Nicephorus,” saio the Emperor, “ must settle that with our 
daughter. I have ever told her that she gives liim too much of thnf. 
history, of which a page or two is sufiiciontly refreshing; ba^ by our 
own self vve must syyear it, Agelastes, that, night after night, hearing 
nothing else, wos|I^v'|ubdue flie patience of a saint ! — Forget, good 
Agclastes, that tlr& hast heard me say such a thing — mi>re especially, 
^nicinbcr^it nofc^;^en thou art in presence of our Imperial wife and 

^p *.Nor werefhe freedoms taken by the Cmsar beyond the bounds 
Pi'an iniiocep gallantry,” said Agelastes; “but the C\>ui:tess, 1 imi.st 
heeds say, dangerous. She killed this day the »ScJ^hinn Toxai’tis. 
l)Y what seemed a mere ou the head.” 
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llah ! ” said the Emperor; “I kuew tliat ToxariiH, aud he was 
like cuoiig’h to deserve his death, being: a bold unscrupulous marauder. 
Take notes, however, how it hai>pened* the names of witnesses, &o», 
tliat, if necessary, we may exhibit the fact as a deed of aggression on 
the part of the Count and Countess of Paris, to the assemWy of the 
crusaders.” 

^‘1 trust,” said Ageiastes, ‘‘your Imperial Majesty will not eavsily 
resign the golden oi)pbrtunity of gaining to your standard persons 
whose cliaracter stands so very high in chivalry. It would cost you 
but little to bestow upon them a Grecian island, worth a hundred of 
their own paltry lordship of Paris ; and if it w'cre given under the 
condition of their expelling the infidels or the disaBccted who may 
have obtained the temporary possession, it would be so nmeh the 
more likely to be an acceptable ofler. I need not say that the whole 
knowledge, wdsdoin, and skill of the poor Agelastes is at your Im- 
perial Majesty’s dispos^ 

The Empeior paiiseOTor a moment, aud tlieu said, as if on full 
consideration, “ Worthy Agolastes, I dare trust thee ij^ this difhculfc 
aud somewhat dangerous matter; but I wdll ktjcp uiy purpose of 
exhibiting to them the lions of Solomon, and tlie goldeii tree of our 
Imperial house.” 

‘^’fo that there can bo no objection,” returned the philosopher; 
‘^oiily remember to exhibit few guards, for these Franks are like a 
fiery horse; when in temper he maybe ridden with a silk < bread, 
but when he has taken umbrage or suspicion, as they wouii! likely 
do if tJiey saw many armed men, a steel bridle would not restniiu liim.” 

“ I will he cautious,” said the Emperor, ” in that particular, ns 
well as others. — Sound the silver bell, Agelastes, that tiie ollicer.s of 
our wardrobe may attend." 

“ One singhe word, while your IliglmcKS is alone,” said Agolasies. 

Will your imperial Majesty transfer to me the direction of your 
menagerie, or collection of extraordinary creatures ? ” 

“ You make mo wonder,” said the Emperor, taking a signet, liear- 
iiig upon it a lion, with the legeild. y^icit Leo ex irilmJwiw, ‘‘ This,” 
he said, “ wifi give tliee the command of JKr dens. And now, bo cam 
did for once >vith thy master — for deception is thy naturo even with 
me— by what charm wilt thou subdue those untamed savages ? ” 

“ By the pow'er of falseliood,” replied Agelastes, with deep rever- 
once. 

“ I believe tliee an adept in it,” said the Emperor. “ And to which 
oX^heir f oibles wilt thou address it?” 

Id'tlieir love of fame,” said the philosopher ; and retreated back' 
Avards out of the royal apartment, as the ofiicers of tlie w'ai drol^e 
entered to complete the investment of the Ein])er(H’ in in's inipcrial 
habiliments. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

1 will converse with iron -wilted fools, 

And unrospective boys ; none are for me. 

That look into mo with considerate eyes 
Iligh-reacliing Jiuckingliam grows circumspect. 

Rickard IIL 

As tUej parted from each other, the Emperor and i>hiiosopher had 
ettch their own anxious thoughts on the interview which had passed 
between them ; thougfhts which they expressed in broken sentences 
and ejaculations, though for the better understanding- of the degree 
of estimation in which they held each other^ e will give them a more 
regular and intelligible form. 

“Thus, then,” half muttered half said ^exius, but so low as to 
hide his lueai^iig from the officers of the wardrobe, who entered to 
do their office, — “thus, then, this bookworm.— this remnant of old 
heathen philosophy, who hardly believes, so God save me, the truth 
of the Christian creed, has topp’d his part so well that he forces his 
Emperor to dissembte in his presence. Beginning by being the buf- 
foon of the court, he has wormed himself into all its secrets, made 
himself master of all its intrigues, conspired with my own son-in-luw 
against me, debauched my guards,— indeed so woven his web of ch*- 
ceit, that my life is safe no longer, than he believes me the imperial 
dolt which 1 have effected to seem, in order to deceive him ; fortu- 
nate that even so 1 can escape his cautionary anticipation of iny dis- 
pleasure, by avoiding to precipitate his measures of violence. But 
were this sudden storm or tlie crusade fairly passed over, the ungrate- 
ful Caesar, the boastful coward Achilles Tiitius, and the bosom ser- 
pent Agclastos, shall know whether Alexius Comnenus has been born 
their dupe. When Greek meets Greek, comes the .strife of subtlety, 
as well as the tug of war.” Thus saying, he resigned hjinsolf to the 
officers of his wardrobe, wfio proceeded to ornament him as the solem- 
nity required. 

“ 1 trust him not,” said Agelastes, the meaning of whose gestures 
and exclamations we. in like manner, render into a connected mcau' 
ing. “I cannot and do not U'ust him-— he somewhat overacts his 
part. He has borne himself upon other occasions with the shrc^Y^l 
wit of his family the Comneiii ; yet ho now trusts to the effect. 
trumpery lions upon such a shrewd people as the Franks aiiii Noj - 
inans, and seems to rely upon me for the character of men with whom 
he has been engaged in peace and war for many years. This can be 
but to gain my confidence; for there were imperfect looks and 
broken sentences, which seemed to sav, ‘ Agelastes, the Emperor 
knows thee, and confides not in thee.’ Yet the plot is successftil and 
l^iidiscovered, so far as can he judged; and were I to. attempt to 
• recede now, 1 wore lust for ever. A little time to cmTy'on tins in- 
%’igue with the Frank, when possibly, by tlie assistance^d’ this galhim, 
Alexius shall exchange the crown hv a cloister, or a still narrowcV 
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abode; and then, Ag’olastes, thou de.servcst to he blotted from tha 
roll of philosophers, if thou caiist not push out of the throne the con* 
ccited and luxurious Caesar, and reign in his stead, a second Marcus 
Antoninus, when the wisdom of thy rulc,lon^ unfelt in a world which 
has been guided by tyrants and voluptuaries, shall soon obliterate 
recollection of the manner in which thy power was acquired. To 
work then—he active and be cautious. The time requires it, and the 
prize deserves it” 

While these thoughts passed through his mind, he arrayed himself, 
by the assistance of Diogenes, in a clean suit of that simple ajiparel 
in which he always frequented the court ; a garb as unlike that of a 
candidate for royalty, as it was a contrast to the magnificent robes 
with which Alexius was now investing himself. 

In their separate apartments, or dressing-rooms, the Count of 
Paris and his lady put o^the best apparel which they had prepared 
to meet such a chance their journey. Even in France, Robert 

was seldom seen in the peaceful cap and sweeping mantle, whose 
liigli plumes and flowing folds were the garb of knigilits in times of 
peace. He was now arrayed in a splendid suit of armoitr, all except 
the head, which was bare otherwise than as covered by his curled 
locks. The rest of his person was sheathed in the complete mail of 
the time, richly inlaid with silver, which contrasted with the azure in 
which the steel was damasked. ^ llis spurs were upon his heels— his 
sword was by his side, and his triangular shield was suspended round 
his nock, bearing, painted upon it, a number of fleurs-de-lis sem^e.^ as 
it is ciilled, upon the field, being the origin of those lily flowers which 
aftertimes were reduced to three only, and which were the terror of 
i‘hirope, until they suffered so many reverses in our own time. 

The extreme height of Count Robert’s person adapted him for a 
garb which had a tendenev to make persons of a lower stature appear 
rather dwarfish and thick when arrayed cap-iX-pie, The features, 
with tlioir self-collected composure, and noble contempt of whatever 
could have astounded or shaken an ordinary mind, formed a well- 
fitted capitojl to the excellently propor|ipned and vigorous frame 
which tlicy terminated. The Countess u?is in more peaceful attire ; 
but her robes were short and succinct, like those of one who might 
he called to hasty exercise. The upper part of her dress consisted 
V>f more than one tunic, sitting close to the body, while a skirt, 
descending from Ihe girdle, and reaching to the anlcles, embroidered 
elegantly but ricldy, completed an attire which a Indy might have 
•wiwMjjjiiuch more modem times. Her tresses were covered with 
a light steel head-piece, though some of them, esca^^fe played 
round her face, and gave relief to those handsome feald^; which 
might otherwise have seemed too formal, if closed Entirely the 
verge of steel. Over these under garments was flung a rich f elvet 
cloak of a deep green colour, descending from the Bead, where a 
species of hood was loosely adi listed over the helmet, deeply laced 
npon its verges and scams, and so long as to sweep the ground be- 
hind, A dagger of rich materials ornamented a girdle of curious 
^Idsmith’s v^rk, and was the only offensive weapon which, notwith- 
standing her military occupation, she bore upoi\ this occasion. 
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The niodorn tinie*^ would say— of the CountesB, was not 

nearly so soon ended as that of Count Robert, who occupied his time, 
as liusbands of every period are apt to do, in little sub-acid com- 
plaints botwec]! jest and earnest, upon the dilatory nature of ladies, 
and the time wlncli <hey lose in doffing’ and donning’ their g’arments. 
But when tlie Countess Brcnhilda came forth in the pride of loveli- 
ness, from tlie inner chamber where she had attired herself, her 
husband, who was still her lover, clasped her to his breast, and ex- 
pressed his privilege by the kiss wliich he took as of right from a 
creature so beautiful. Chiding him for his folly, yet almost return- 
ing’ the kiss which she received, Brcnhilda began now to wonder how 
they woj’e to find tliei]’ way to the presence of the Emperor. 

The ([uery was soon solved, for a gentle knock at the door an- 
nounc(id Agelastcs, to whom, as best acquainted with the Frankish 
manners, luid ho(*n committed, by the Emng[or, the charge of intro- 
ducing the noble str.'ingcrs. A distant sotW, like that of the roar- 
ing of a li(»n, (O’ not uiisimilnr to a large and deep gong of modern 
times, iTilimatid tlic commencement of the ceremonial. The black 
slaves ni)on guard, who, ns hath been observed, were in small num- 
bers, st.canl rang('{l in their state dresses of white and .gold, bearing 
in one hand a, naked sabre, and in the other a torch of white wax, 
vdiicli st'n’vocl to guide the Count and Countess through the ptissages 
that led to the interior of the palace, and to the most secret hall of 
atulience. 

Tli(‘ tlo<n* of this nanctum sanctorum was lower than uRual, a sim])lo 
strntag^em d(‘visod by some superstitions officer of the Imperial liouse- 
hold, (o cu'tnptd the lofty-crested Frank to lower lus body, as he pre- 
sent(*d himself in the imperial presence. Robert, when the door 
Hew open, and ho discovered in the background the Emperor seated 
upon his throne auiidrd a glare of light, which was broken and 
rellcct(‘d in ten thousand folds by the jewels with which his vest- 
ments were covered, stopt short, and demanded the meaning of 
introdiu’ing him through so low an arch ? Agedastes pointed to the 
Em])cror by way of shifting from himself a question which ho could 
not liavc answered. Tlie mute, to apologise for his silence, yawned, 
and showed the loss of his tonj^e, 

"‘llolv Virgin!” said the Countess, “what can these unhappy 
Africans Jiave done to have deserved a condemnation which involves 
so eruol a fat(i ? ** 

“The hour of retribution is perhaps come,” said the Count, in a 
displeasQilMie, while A^elastes, with such liurry as time andv^tt^ 
permi^®Mjtfrcd, making his prostrations and gcmifloxions, little 
uoiibtiira|^pift the Frank must follo^v liim, and to do so must lower 
las hrtfplh Emperor. The Count, however, in the height of 
dispiebshre at the which he conceived had been intended him, 
turned himself r^und, and entered the presence-chamber witli his 
back purpo«<^]y turned to the sovereign, and did not face Alexius 
until he rebelled the middle of the apartment, when he was joined 
by the Countess, who had made her approach in a moi-^ seemly man- 
ner. The Emperor, who had prepared to acknowdedg*’ the Count^;^ 
expected homage in the most gracious maimer, found himself no^v' 
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c?eu move unpleasantly circumstanced than when this uncompromis- 
ing: Fl ank had usurped the royal throne hi the course of the day. 

The oliicers and nobles who stood around, thou^di a 'very select 
number, were more numerous than* usual, as the meeting* was not 
held for counsel, but merely for state. These assuuuHl such an ap- 
pearance of mingled displeasure and confusion as might best suit 
with the perplexity of Alexius, while the wily features of the Nor- 
maii-ltalian, JBohemond of Tarentum, who was iilso present, had a 
singular mixture of fantastical glee and derision. It is the misfor- 
tune of the weaker on such occasions, or at least the more timid, to 
be obliged to take the petty part of winking hard, as if not able to 
see what they cannot avenge. 

Alexius made the signal that the ceremonial of the grand recep- 
tion should immediately commence. Inslautly the lions of Solomon, 
which had been newly furbished, raised tlu‘ir heads, erected their 
manes, brandished their ^^ails, until they excited the imagination of 
Count Hobert, who, being already on fire at the cireiinistaiHjes of 
his reception, conceived tne bellowing of these automata to bo the 
actual annunciation of immediate assault. Whether tne lions whose 
forms he beheld were actually lords of the forest, — whether they were 
mortals wlio had suffered transformation,- -whether they were pro- 
ductions of the skill of an artful juggler, or profound natiiriilist, the 
Count neither knew nor oared. Ail that ho thouglit of the dfin#;;er 
was, that it was worthy of his courage; nor did his heart penult him 
a moment’s irresolution. He strode to the nearest lion, which scorned 
in the act of springing up, and said, in a tone loud and formidable as 
its own, “ How now, dog ! " At the same time he struck ilic ligurc 
with his clenched list and steel gauntlet with so raucli force that its 
head Imrsfc, and the steps and carpet of the throne were covered with 
wheels, springs, and other machinery, which had been the means of 
producing its mimic terrors. 

Oil this display of the real nature of the cause of his anger, Count 
Robert could not. but feel a little ashamed of having given way to 
passion on such an occasion. He wtft still more confused when 
Bobemond, descending from his station n^br the Emperor, addressed 
iiirn in the Frank language : — “You have done a gallant deeil, 

Count Robert, in freeing the court of Byzantium from an object of 
feai* which has long been used to frighten peevish children and un- 
ruly barbarians ! ” 

Enthusiasm has no greater enemy than ridicule. “Why, then” 
jgi iM Count Robert, blushing deeply at the same time, “did they 
cxhiBi!f1T& fantastic terrors to me? 1 am neither child nor barbariiui. 

“Address yourself to the Emperor, then, as an intelligent man,” 
answered Rohemond. “Say something to him iti excuse of your 
conduct, and show that our bravery has not entirely run away with 
our common sense. And hark you also, while I have a moment’s 
speech of you,— do you and your wife heedfully follow my example 
at supper ! ” These woi'ds were spoken with a significant tone 
coiTcsponding look. 

^The opinio^ of Bohemond, from hia long intercourse, both in j>eaco 
war, witlf the Grecian Emperor, gave him great infiuence with 
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tliG other cnisaders, and Count Robert yielded to his advice. He 
turned towards the Emperor with something liker an obeisance than 
he had hitherto paid. “ 1 crave your pardon/" he said, ** for breaking 
that gilded piece of pageantry ; but, in sooth, the wonders of sorcery, 
and tlie portents of accomplished and skilful jugglers^ are so numer- 
ous in this country, that due does not clearly distinguish what is true 
from what is false, or what is real from what is illusory,” 

Tho Emperor, notwithstanding the presence of mind for which he 
was remarlkable, and the courage in which he was not held by his 
countrymen to oe deficient, received this apology somewhat awk- 
wardly. Perhaps the rueful complaisance with wliich he accepted 
the Count’s apology might be best compared to that of a lady of the 
present day when an awkward guest lias broken a valuable piece of 
chine. lie muttered something about the machines having been 
long preserved in the Imperial family, as being made on the model 
of those which guarded the throne of the wise King of Israel ; to 
which the blunt plain-spoken Count expressed his doubt, in reply, 
whether the wisest prince in the world ever condescended to frighten 
his subjects of guests by the mimic roarings of a wooden lion. “ If,” 
said he, I too hastily took it for a living creature, I have had the 
worst, l)v damaging iny excellent gauntlet in dashing to pieces its 
timber skull.” 

The Emperor, after a little more had been said, chiefly on the 
same subject, proposed that they should pass to the banquet-room. 
Marshalled, accordingly, by the grand sower of the Imperial table, 
a,iid attended by all present, excepting the Emperor and the imme- 
diate members of his family, the Frankish guests were guided through 
a labyrinth of apartments, each of which was filled with wonders of 
nature and art, calculated to enhance their opinion of the wealth 
.and grandeur which had assembled together so much that was won- 
derful. Their passage being necessarily slow and interrupted, gave 
the Emperor time to change his di'ess, according to the ritual <>? his 
court, wliich did not permit his appearing twice, in the same vesture 
before the same spectators.# He took the opportunity to summon 
Agclastes into his present e, and, that their confereu(5c iniglit be 
secret, he used, in assisting hi.s toilet/ the agency of some of the 
mutes destined for the service of the interior. 

The temper of Alexius Comueuus was considerably moved, although 
it was one of the peculiarities of IukS situation to be ever under the 
necessity of disguising the emotions of his mind, and of afiecting, in 
liresence of his subjects, a superiority to human passion, which he 
was far from feeling. It was therefore with gravity, and 
pi’ehensiou, that he asked, “By whose error it was that tlie wily 
Bohemond, half-Italian, and half-Norman, was present at this inter- 
view ? Burely, if there be one in the crusading array likely to con- 
duct that foOjfsh youth and his wife behind the scenes of the exhibi- 
tion by whiieli we hoped to impose upon them, the Count of Taren- 
turn, as W Entitles himself, is that person.” 

“ It wi^hat old man,” said Agclastes, “ (if I may replj^ and live), 
Miebaoi Cantacuzciie, who deemed that his presence jwas iieculiavly 
<IW5i^ed 5 'but he returns to the camp this very night.” > 
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** Yes/* said Alexius, *‘to inform Godfrey, and the rest of the 
crusaders, that one of the boldest and most liigfhly esteemed of their 
number is left, with his wife, a hostage in our Imperial city, and to 
brin^ back^ perhaps, an alternative oi instant war, unless they are 
delivered up ! 

“ If it is your Imperial Highness’s will to think so,” said Agelas- 
tes, “ you can suffer Count Robert and his wife to return to the camp 
Muth the Italian-Normaii.” 

“ What ? ” answered the Emperor, and so lose all the fniits of 
an enterprise, the preparations for which have already cost us so 
much in actual expense; and, \vcre our heart made of tho same 
stuff with that of ordinary moi’ials, would have cost us so much 
more hi vexation and anxiety? ^ No, no; issue w^arning to the 
crusaders, who are still on the hither side, that farther rendering 
of homage is dispensed with, and that they repair to the quays on 
the banks of the JBosphorus, by peep of light to-morrow. Let our 
admiral, as he values his head, pass every man of them over to the 
further side before noon. Let there be largesses, a princely banquet 
on the farther bank — all that may increase their an^fiety to pass. 
Then, Agelastes, wo will trust to ourselves to meet this additional 
danger, either by bribing the venality of Bohemond, or by bidding 
defiance to the crusaders. Their forces are scattered, and the chief 
of them, with the leaders themselves, are all now — or by far the 
gi-eater part — on the east side of the Bosphorus. — And now to the 
!)anquet ! seeing tliat the change of dress has been made sufficient 
to answer the statutes of the household ; since onr ancestors chose 
to make rules for exhibiting us to our subjects, as priests exhibit 
their images at their shrines ! ” 

‘‘ITndor grant of life,” said Agelastes, was not done incon- 
siderately, but in order that the Emperor, ruled over by the same 
laws from father to son, might ever he regarded as something be- 
yond tlic common laws of humanity— the divine image of a saint, 
therefore, rather than a human being.” 

We know it, good Agelastes,” answered the Emperor, with a 
smile, “ and '^c are also aware that many d^our subjects, like the wor- 
shippers of Bel in holy writ, treat us so far as an image, as to assist 
us 111 devouring the revenues of our provinces, which are gathered in 
our name, and for our use. These things we now only toiicli lightly, 
the time not suiting them.” 

Alexius left the secret council accordingly, after the order for the 
of the crusaders had been written out and subscribed in due 
forn^ro«^iii the sacred ink of the Imperial chancery. 

Meantime, the rest of the company had arrived in a hall, which, 
like the other apartments in the palace, was most, tastefully asivdl 
fia gorgeously fitted up, except that a table, which presented 
princely banquet, might have been deemed faulty in this respect, 
iljut the dishes, which were most splendid, both in the materials of 
which tliey y^’ere composed, and in the viands which they held, were 
elevated hr means of feet, so as to bo upon a level with female 
guests as the^sat, and with men as they lay recumbent at the ban- 
quet which iwffered. 
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Around stood a number of black slaves richly attired, while the 
grand sewer, Michael Cantacuzene, arranged tlie strangers with bis 
golden wand, and convoyed orders to them, by signs, that all should 
remain standing around the table, until a signal should be given. 

The upper end of the board, thus furnished, and thus surrounded, 
was hidclen by a curtain of muslin and silver, which fell from the top 
of the arch under which the upper part seemed to pass. On this 
curtain the sew^er kept a wary ; and when he observed it slightly 
shake, he waved his wand of office, and all expected the result. 

As is self-moved, the mystic curtain arose, and discovered behind 
it a Ihronc eight steps higher than the end of the table, decorated in 
the most magnificent manner, and having placed before it a sinaii 
table of ivory inlaid with silve^ l)ehind which was seated Alexius 
Oomneniis, in a dross entirely different from what he had worn in tin* 
course of the day, and so much more gorgeous than his former vest- 
ments, that it seemed not unnatural that his subjects Hhould proa 
trate themselves before a figure so splendid. His wife, bis daughttii*, 
and hirt sou-i^i-law llio Ctesar, stood liehiud him with faces bent to the 
ground, and it was wdtli deep liumility, that, descending from the 
throne at the Emperor’s command, they mingled with the guests of 
the lower, table, and, exalted as they were, proceeded to the festive 
board at tlie sigmil of the grand sewer. So that they could not be 
said to partake of the repast with the Emperor, nor to be placed at 
the imperial table, althongh they supped m his presence, and were, 
encouraged by his repeated request to them to make good cheer. 
JSIo dishes presented at the lower table were offered at the higher: 
but wines, and more delicate sorts of food, which arose before the 
Emperor as if by magic, and seemed- designed for his own proper 
use, were repeatedly sent, by his special directkms, to one or otlior 
of the guests whom Alexius delighted to honour— among these (he 
Franks being particularly distinguished. 

'I’lie behaviour of Boheinond was on this occasion particularly 
remarkable. 

Count Robert, who kcj];! an eye upon him, both fre^n his recent 
words, and owing to an ^expressive look wliich jio once or twice 
darted towards him, observed, that in no liquors or food, not ev<Mj 
those sent from the Emperor’s own table, did this astucious prince 
choose to indulge. A piece of bread, taken from the canister at 
random, and a glass of pure water, was tho only refreshment of 
which he was pleased to partake. His alleged excuse was, the 
veneration due to the Holy Festival of the Advent, whtcJ^b.«MW«tK 
to occur that very night, and which both the Greek and Ktin rule 
agree to hob I sacred. 

“I had not expected this of you. Sir Bohemond,” said tho Em- 
peror, “ that you should have refused ray personal liospitalily at my 
own board, on the very day on which you honoured me by entering 
into my service as vassal for the principality of Antioch.” 

Antioch is nbt yet conquered,” said Sir Bohemond<i/‘and con- 
ijicieijce, drtHid sovereign, must always have its exccptionj=, in what- 
ever temporal contracts we may engage.” \ 

“ Come, gentle Count,” said the Emperor, who obviously re.garded.. 
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Bolicmoiid*H inliospitablc humour ns sometliiug ariaiiiQ* more from 
suspicion than devotion, “ we invite, tliough it is not oiir custom, our 
children, our noble guests, and our principal officers here present, to 
a general carouse. Fill tne cups called the Nine Muses ! let them 
be brimful of the wine which la said to be sacred to the Imperial 
lips 1 » 

At the Emperor’s command the cups were filled ; they were of pure 
gold, and there was richly engraved upon each the effigy of the Muse 
to whom it was dedicated. 

“ You at least ” said the Emperor, “ my gentle Count liobert, you 
and your lovely lady, will not have any scruple to pledge your Jin- 
pevial host ? ” 

“ If that scruple is to im])ly ausincion of tlie provisiiins with wiiieh 
w(i are here served, I disdain to nourish such,^’ said Count Robert. 
“ If it is a sin which 1 commit by tasting wine to-niglit, it is a venial 
one ; nor shall 1 greatly augment my load by carrying it, with the 
rest of my trespasses, to the next confessional.” 

“ Will you then, Prince Bohemond, not be ruled by^tbe conduct 
of your friend ?” said the Emperor. 

“ Methinks,” replied the Norman-Jtalian, “ my friend might have 
done better to have been ruled by mine ; but bo it as bis wisdom 
pleases. The flavour of such.cxquisite wine is sufficient for me.” 

8o saying, he emptied the wine into another goblet, and Beerncd 
alternately to admire the carving of the cup, and the flavour of what 
it had lately contained. 

“ You are right, 8ir Bohemond,” said the Emperor ; ftibric 
of tliat cup is beautiful ; it w’as done by one of the ancient gravers 
of Greece. The boasted cup of Nestor, which Homer has handed 
down to us, was a good deal larger perhaps, but neither equalled 
these in the value of the materim, nor the exquisite beaut}’ of the 
workmanship, l^et each one, therefore, of my stranger guests, 
accept of the cup vrhich he either has or might have drunk (Uit of, 
as a recollection of me ; and may the expedition against, the infidels 
be as propiti(^us as their confidence a-nd qmirage deserve ! ” 

“ If I accept your gift, mighty Emper^,” said Bolieiiiond, it is 
only to atone for the apparent discourtesy, when my devotion com- 
pels Hie to decline your Imperial pledg'e, and to sliow you that we 
part on the most intimate terms of friendship.” 

So saying, he bowed deeply to the Emperor, who answered him 
with a smile, into which was thrown a considerable portion of 
expression, 

“ Aiitt lJ^ said the Count of Paris, "having taken upon my con- 
.scionce the fault of meeting your Imperial pledge, may stand excused 
from incurring the blame ot aiding to dismautle yofir table of these 
curious drinking cups. We empty them to your health, and we can- 
not in any other respect profit by them.” 

“ But Prince Bohemond can,” said the Emperor ; " to whose quar- 
ters tlicy sliall be carried, sanctioned by your generous use. And 
we have still a set for you, and for your lovely Countess, equal to 
that of the Graces, though no longer matching in number the 
jiymph^ of Parnassus.— Tne evening bell rings, and calls ns to re* 
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member the hour of rest, tliat we may bo ready to meet the lahourii 
of to-morrow.” 

The party then broke up for the eveniu^j. Bohemond left the 
palace that nig^ht, not forg'ettin^ the Muses, of whom he was not in 
general a devotee. The result was, as the wily Greek had intended, 
that he had established between Bohetnond and tlie Count, not in- 
deed a quarrel, but a kind of difference of opinion ; Bohemond feel- 
ing? that the fiery Count of Paris must think his conduct sordid and 
avariciouR, wliile Count Robert was far loss inclined than before to 
rely on him as a counsellor. 


CHAP TER XV. 

Thr Count of Paris and his lady were that nig’ht lodgfed in the 
Imperial Palace of Blacquernal. Their apartments were conti^nioiia, 
but tlie comfnunication between them was cut off for the nig'ht by the 
mutual door being locked aud barred. They marvelled somewhat 
at this precaution. The observance, however, of the festival of the 
Church, was pleaded as an admissible, jand not unnatural, excuse for 
this extraordinary circumstance. Neither the Count nor his lady 
entertained, it may be believed, the slightest personal fear for any- 
thing wliich couhl happen to them. Their attendants, Maroian and 
Aga tha, having assisted their master aitd mistress in the performance 
of their usual offices, left them, in order to seek the places of repose 
assigned to them among persons of their degree. 

The preceding day had been one of excitation, and of much bustle 
and interest; perhaps, also, the wine, sacred to the Imperial lips, of 
which Count Robert had taken a single, indeed, but a deep draught, 
was more potent than the delicate and high-flavoured juice of the 
Gascogne grape, to which he was accustomed ; at any rate, it seemed 
to him that, from the time he felt that ho had slept, daylight ought 
to have been broad in hfc chamber when he awaked, find yet it was 
still darkness almost palpable. Boraewhat surprised, he gassed eagerly 
around, but could discern nothing, except two balls of red light which 
shone from among the darkness with a self-emitted brilliaiiC 3 % like 
the eyes of a wild animal while it glares upon its prey. Tlie Count 
started from bed to put on his armour, a necessary precaution if 
what he saw should really he a wild creature and at fibertyjSuLihe 
instant he stirred, a deep growl was uttered, such as the igJtffint had 
never heard, but which might be compared to the sound of a thou- 
sand monsters at once; and, as the symphony, was heard the clash of 
iron chains, and the springing of a monstrous creature toAvards the 
hed8id^,,;wMch appeared, however, to be withheld by some fiistening 
from!' attaining the end of its bound. The roars which it uttered now 
thick on ^sa.eh other. They were most trcraendoiiis, and must 
bc^^heard throughout the whole palace. The creature seemed 
to ‘mtlienijtsolf many yards nearer to the bed tlian hydts glaringeye- 
baif^ it dij^cared at* first to be stationed, and liowntjch nearer, or 
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what decree of moliou, might place him within the inoiihter’fii reach, 
the Count was totally uncertain. Its breathing was even heard, and 
Count Robert thought he felt the heat of its respiration, while his 
defenceless limbs might not be two yards distant from the fangs 
which he heard grinding against each other, and the claws which 
tore up fragments of wood from the oaken floor. The Count of 
Paris was one of the bravest men who lived in a time when bravery 
was the universal property of all who claimed a drop of noble blooci, 
and the knight was a descendant of Charlemagne. He was, however, 
a man, and therefore cannot be said to have endured unappalled a 
sense of danger so unexpected and so extraordinary. But his was 
not a sudden alarm or panic, it was a calm sense of extreme peril, 
qualified ])y a resolution to exert his faculties to the uttermost, to 
save his life if it were possible. He withdrew himaclf within the 
bed, no longer a ])lacc of rest, being thus a few feet further from the 
two glaring eyeballs which remained so closely fixed uj)on him, that, 
ill spite of his courage, nature painfull^’^ suggested the bitter imaj^iii- 
ation of his limbs being mangled, torn, and churned wUli their Rfe- 
blood, in the jaws of some monstrous beast of prey. One saving 
thought alone presented itscll'- this might he a trial, an experiment 
of the philosopher Agelastes, or of the Emperor his master, for the 
purpose of proving the conrag’e of wliich the Christians vaunted so 
highly, and punishing the IhonghtlesH insult which the Count had 
been unadvised enough to put upon the Emperor the preceding day. 

“ Well is it said,” lie reflected in hi.s agony, “ beard not the lion hi 
Iiis den! Perhaps even now some base slave deliberates whether I 
have yet tasted enough of the preliminary agonies of d(‘ath, ami 
whether he shall yet slip the chain which keeps the savage from 
doing his work, fiut come death when it will, it shall never be se.id 
that Count Robert was heard to receive it with prayers for comjias- 
fiion, or with cries of pain or terror.” He turned ids face to the wall, 
and waited, with a strong mental excriion, the death which he con- 
ceived to be fast approacliing. 

His first feelings had been imavoidabli^of a selfish nature, iiie 
danger was too instant, and of a description too horrible, to admit 
of any which involved a more comprehensive view of his calamity; 
and other reflections of a more distant kind, v/ere at first swallowed 
up ill the all-engrossing tlioiight of immediate death. But as liis 
ideas became clearer, the safety of his pouiiless nishod. upon his 
mind— what might she now bo suft'ering! and, while he ivas subjected 
to a extraordinary, for what were her weaker iVame and 

female courage reserved? Was she still within a few yards of him, 
as when he lay down the last night ? or had the barbarians, who had 
devised for him a scene so cruel, availed themselvci? of his ami his 
lady’s incautious confidence, to iiiflct upon her .some villany of the 
same kind, or even yet more perfidious r Did slio sleeji or wake, or 
could she sleep within the clo.se hearing of that horrible 017, which 
shook all ar<3und ? He resolved to utter her name, warning lier, if 
possible to be upon lier guard, and to answer without viputuring 
rashly into ll]ii apartment which contained a guest so horribly 
periloiif^ ^ 
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.1 lo uiiorcd, therefore, liis wife’s name, hut in Ireinblinj^ aceents, 
as if lie had heoii afraid of the savage beast oycrhcariiig him. 

“JJrenhilda! Ihenhiida! — there is danger— awake, and speak to 
me, hut do not arise. ” There w'as no answer. — “What am rbecome,” 
ho said to himselti “that I call upon Brenhilda of Aspramoiite, like 
a child on its sleeping nurse, ana all because tlierc is a wild-cat in 
tlie Bmnc room with me ? Sliamc on time, Count of Ikrris I Let thy 
arms bo rent, and thy spurs be hacked from thy heels! — What ho 
ho cried aloud, but still with a tremulous voice, “Brenhilda, we are 
beset, the ibe are upon us 1 - Ausvrer mo, but stir not.’’ 

A deep growl from the monster w^hich garrisoned his apartment 
WHS the only answer. The sound seemed to say, “Thou hast no 
hope!” and it ran lo the knight’s bosom as the genuine expression 
(d* despair. 

“Perhaps, however, 1 am -still too cold in making my misery 
liiiown. What ho! my love! Brenhilda!” 

A voice, hollow and disconsolate ns that which inight have served 
an ihhabitai^f, of tlic grave, answered os if from a distance.^ “ Wliat 
disconsolate wretch art thou, who expectest that the living can, 
answer thee from the habitations of the dead?” 

“1 am a Christian man, a free noble of the kingdom of Franco,” 
answered the Count. “ Yesttirday the captain of live liundred men, 
the Vauvest in i^'ramjc— the bravest, thatis, who breathe mortal air 
— and I am here without a glimpst* of liglil', to direct mo how to 
a^oid I lie (‘oriier in which lies a wild tiger-cat, prompt to sin-ing 
upon and to devour me.” 

“ Thou art an example,” replied the voice, “and wilt not long be - 
thodast, of I he changes of fortune. I, who am now sulTcring iii my 
tliird year, was ihat mighty lirsel, wlio rivalled Alexius C'omuenus 
for the (Jrowm of Greece, was betra;ycd by my confederates, and 
being deprived of that eyesight which is the chief blessing of human- 
ity, I inhabit these vaults, no distant neighbour of the wild animals 
by whom they are sometimes occupied, and whose cries of joy 1 hear 
when unfortunate victims Pko thyself are delivered up. to their fury.” 

“.Didst thou not tlien mear,” said Count Robert, in return, “a 
warlike guest and his bride conducted hither last niglit, with sounds 
iis it might seem of bridal music?— 0, BrenbiUla! hast Ihuu, so 
young— so beautiful — been so treaclicrously done to death by means 
so unutterably horrible ! ” 

“ Think not,” answ^cr#d*IJrsel, as the voice had called dts owner, 
“ that the Greeks pttrai>^r their wild beasts on such 
their enemies, which fri4n includes not only all that are really such, 
but all those whom.i^^iey fear or hate, they have dungeons whose 
locks never revolve ; hot instruments of steel, to sear the eyeballs in 
the head ; lions and timers, when it pleases them to make a speedy 
end ()f' their captives— but these are only for the male prisoners. 
While, for the women“-if they be young and beautiful, the princes of 
||he land b|*(YO places in tlieir bed and bower ; )mr are tlvey eniiiloycd, 
like the calces of Agamernnon’s host, to draw water from an argivo 
spring, but are admired and adored by those whom ^fatc lias made 
llic lords of their destiny.” 
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“ Such shall never be the doom of Breiihilda I ” exclaijued Count 
Robert ; “ her husband still lives to assist Iicr, and ^should lie die, she 
knows well how to follow him without leaving a blot in the epitaph 
of cither^** 

TIjo captive did not immediately reply, and a short pause ensued, 
wliich was broken by Ursel’s voice. “Btrangcr,” he said, 'Svliat 
noise is that I hear ? 

“Nay, 1 hear nothing,” said Count Robert. 

^‘But 1 do,’^ said XJrsel. “The cruel deprivation of my eyesight 
renders ray other senses more acute.” 

“Disquiet not thyself about the matter, fellow prisoner,” answered 
the Count, “ but wait the event in silence.” 

Suddenly a light arose in the apartment, lurid, red, and smoky. 
The knight had bethought him of a flint and match which he usually 
carried about him, and with as little, noise as possible had lighted 
the toich by the bedside; this he instant]) applied to the curtains of 
the bod, which being of thin nmsUii, were in a moment in flames. 
The knight sprung, at the same instant, from his bed. The tiger, 
for such it was, terrified at the flame, leaped backwards !is far as his 
chain w’ould permit, lieedhsss of anything save this new object of ter- 
ror. Count Robert upon this seized on a massive wooden stool, 
which was the only offensive wca])on on wliicli he coultl lay his liand, 
and, marking at those eyes which now reflected tlje blaze of Arc, and 
which had recently seemed so appalling, he discharged against Oiom 
this fragment of ponderous oaK, wdth a,^forec which less rosuin1)ictl 
imniaii strength than the impetus witli winch an engine hurls a stone. 
Ho had employed liis instant of time so W’ell, and Ills aim was so 
true, tliat the missile went right to the mark and witii incredible 
force. Tlio skull of the tiger, which might be, porhnps aornowhat 
exaggerated if described as being of the very large! .t sizes, was frae- 
Uired by the blow, and with the jiMsistancc of JiLs dagger, which had 
fortunately been deft with him, the French Count despatched the 
monster, and had the satisfaction to see liim grin liis lasi, and roll, 
jn tlio agony of death, tiiose eyes wliich wmre lately so fonnidablo. 

Looking arfniiui him ho discoVered, bj^ic light of the fire wlue.li 
lie had raised, that the apartment in ivhicli he now lay was diftereiit 
from that in which he liad gone to bed overnight; nor could there 
ho a stronger contrast between the furuiture of both than the fliidvcr- 
ing Ijalf hurnt remains of the thin muslin curtains and the strong, 
haro, dungeon-looking 'walls of the room itself, or the very service-' 
able wooden stool, of which he had inad(‘ such good use. 

Thu had no leisure to form conclusions uj'ou such a sub« 

ject. Tb? hastily cxtiimuished the fire, which had, indeed, nothing 
that it could lay hold of, and proceeded, by tlie light vf the flambeau, 
to examine the apartment and its means of entrance. It is scarce 
necessary to say that ho saw no communication with the room of 
Brenliilda, which convinced him that they had been separated the 
evening before under pretence of devotioiml scruples, in mier to 
' accomplisli soinc most villaiious design upon one or both of them. 

. Hi.' own part of the night's adventure we have already seen, and 
success so far,#over so fcraidable a danger, gave him a trerntding 
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hope iluifc Brenhilda, by her own worth and valour, would be able 
to defend herself aifainst all attacks of fraud or force, until he could 
find his to her rescue. “ I should have paid more regard,” he 
.said, ** to Bohemoiid's caution last ni^jht, who, I think, intimated to 
me as plainly as if ho had spoken it in direct terms, that that same 
cup of wine was a drugged potion. But, then, fie upon him for an 
avaricious hound ! how was it possible 1 should think he suspected 
any such thing when he spoke not out like a man, but, for slioer 
coldness of heart or base self-interest, suffered me to nm the risk of 
being poisoned by the wily despot ? ’* 

Hero he heard a voice from the same qiiarlev as before. ^'Ho, 
there ! Ho, stranger ! Do you live, or have you been murdered ? 
What means this stifling smell of smoke? h\)r God’s sake, an- 
swer liim who can receive no information from eyes, closed, alas, 
for ever ! ” 

“ 1 am at liberty,” said the Count. ‘‘ and the monster destined to 
devour me has* gfoaued its last. 1 would, my friend Ursel, since 
such is th)\iiame, thou hadst the advantage of thine eyes, to Jnuo 
borne witness to yonder combat; it had been, worth ti;y while, 
though thou shouiclst have lost them a minute afterwards, and it 
would have greatly advantaged whoever shall have the task of corn 
piling my history.” 

While he gave a thought to that vanity wliicli strongly ruled In’m, 
he ]i)st no time in seeking some mode of eseapo from the dnngeoti, 
for ])y tJiai means only might he hope to recover his Countess. 
last ho found an entrance in the wall, but it was locked 

and bolted. “1 have found the passage,” he called out; and its 
direction is the same in which thy voice is heard— But how shall .[ 
undo Die door ?” 

“I’ll teach thoo that secret,” said Ursel. “I would I could as 
easily unlock each boll that withholds us from Die open air ; but, as 
for thy seclusion within the dungeon, heave up 4he door by main 
Ktrcugtli, and tliou slialt lift the locks to a place where, pusliiiig tljoii 
the door from thee, the fai^teniiigs will find a grooved passage in the 
wall, and the door itself ^ill open. Would that I cotdd indeed see 
Dice, nokoiily because, being a gallant man, thou must be a goodly 
.sight, but also because I slumld thereby know that 1 was not 
caverned in darkness for ever,” 

While he .spoke thus, the Count made a bundle of lii.s armour, 
from which he missed nothing except his sword, Tranehcfcr, and 
then proceeded to try wluit efforts he could make, according io the 
blind ^ man's instructions, to open the door of his TimsolTlTou.se. 
Ihishing in a direct line was, he so<m found, atUmded with nc 
effect ; but when he applied his gigantic strength, an<l raired the 
door a.-! high as U would go, he huff the s.atisfaction to find tlmt the 
bnlt.s yieldrf^ i^ough reluctantly. A space had been cut .so as tc 
allow Vhj?(ai‘to'‘thovo out of the BO<*ket into wliich they Inid been 
fiu'ocd |||ftid witlujiit Ihe turn of a ke3% but ])y a ])ower/uI thrust for- 
v/iirds,,5Fh\iiall passage wa.s left open. The knight entered, bearing 
bis armour in Iii.s haml. 

“ I Jiciir thee,” said Ursel, O strangov ! and am luvare ibou art 
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come into ray place of captivity. For three yeara liave I been em- 
ployed in cuttiiig- these grooves, corresponding: to the sockets which 
told these iron bolts, and preserving: the knowledge of the secret 
from the prison-keepers. Twenty such bolts, perhaps, umst be 
sawn through ere my steps shall aj)proach the upper air. \Vlmt 
prospect is there that I snail have strength of mind sutticient to 
<ionUnnc the task? Yet, credit me, noble stranger, I rejoice in 
having been thus far aiding to thy deliverance; for if Heaven blesses 
not, in any farther degree, our aspirations after freedom, wo may 
still be a comfort to each other while tyranny permits our mutual 
life.” 

Count Robert looked around and shuddered that a human bcinp: 
should talk of anything approaching- to comfort connected with his 
residence in what seemed a living tomb. Ursers dungeon was not 
above twelve I'eet square, Viinlted in the roof, and strongly built in 
the walls by stones whieh t])e chisel had morticed closely together. 
A bed, a coarse footstool, like that which Robert had just launched 
nt the head of the tiger, and a table of ecpinlly massiiie materials, 
wore its only articles of furniture. On a long stone, above the bed, 
were these few but terrible w-ords : '‘‘Zedekias Ursel, imprisoned 

here on the Idos of March, a.d. . Died and interred on the 

spot”— A blank was left for filling up the period. The figure of 
the captive could hardly be discerned amid the wildness of his 
dress and dirthabilie. The hair of his head, uncut and uncombed, 
descended in cdf-lock.s, and mingded with a beard of extravagant 
length. 

“ JiOuk on mo.” .said the captive, “and rejoice that tliou canst yet 
sec the wretched condition to which iron-hearted tyranny can reduce 
a fellow-creature, both in mortal existence and in future hone.” 

“ Was it thou,” said Count llobcrt, whose blood ran cold in his 
veins, “tliat hadst the heart to spend thy time in sawing through the 
blocks of Slone by whieh these bolts are secured ?” 

‘‘ Alas!” said IJrsel, “what could a blind man do? Busy 1 must 
bo, it* I would preserve my senses. Grei^^^as the labour was, it wes 
to me the tasK of three years; nor can you wonder that i should 
liiive devoted to it my whole time, when I had no other mettiis of 
oceunying it. Perhaps, and most likely, my duiigcoji does not admit 
the distinction of day and night; but a distant cathedral clock told 
me ho w hour after hour tied away, and found me expending them in 
rubbing one stone against another. But when the door gave way, 
I found I had only cut an access into a prison more strong than that 
which held m. 1 rejoice, nevertheless, since it has brought ns to- 
gether, given thee an entrance to my dungeon, and me a companion 
ill my misery.” 

“1'hink better than tlial,” said Count Robert, “think of liberty — 
think of revenge! I cannot believe .such unjust treachery will end 
successfully, t^se needs must 1 say, the heavens arc less just than 
priests tell us of. How art thou supplied with food in this dungeon 
of thine ?” 

' “A warder,” said ITrscl, “and who, I think, understands not the 
Greek languag^fc— at least he never either answers or addresses n^e 
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— brings a loaf and a pitcher of water, euon<:fh to sn})j)ly luy miser- 
able life till two days arc jmst. 1 must, therefore, pray that you will 
rcthc for a space into tlio next prison, so that the warder may have 
40 means of knowing that we can hold correspondence together.^' 

“I see not,’^ said Count Kobert, *‘by what access the barbarian, if 
ho is one, can enter my dungeon without passing through yours ; but 
no matter, 1 will retire into the inner or outer room, whichever it 
happens to be, and be thou then well aw'are that the warder will 
have some one to grapple with ere he leaves his prison work to-day. 
Meanwhile, think thyself dumb as thou art blind, and be assured that 
the oifer of freedom itself would not induce me to desert the caubo 
of a companion in adversity/’ 

“Alas, said the old man, ‘‘I listen to thy promises as I should to 
those of the morning gale, which tells me that the sun is about to 
rise, although I know that 1 at least sliall never behold it. Tluui art 
one of those wild and undespairing knights, whom for so many years 
the west of Europe hath sent forth to attempt impossibilities, and 
from thee, tlpn-efore, I can only hope for such a fahrie of relief as an 
idle hoy would blow out of soap-bubbles.” 

“Think better of us, old man,” said Count llobcrt, retiring'; ‘'at 
]ea.i)t let me die with my blood warm, and believing i(' possible for me 
to 1)0 once more united to my beloved Brenhilda.*’ 

8o SJtyiug, lie retired into his own cell, and replaced tlie tlooi*. 
that the operations of Ursel, which indeed were only sm^li as tlnee 
years’ solitude could have achieved, should e.5cape observation vlien 
again visited by the warder. ‘ ‘ It is ill luck,” said h e, wb (a i > mee in < ■ **< • 
within his own prii^n — for that in which the tigevibad boon f-!(‘cnred^ 
he mstinctivcly concluded to be destined for liim — “ It is ill luck ibni 
I had not found a young and able fellow-captive, instead (jf cno de- 
crepit by im))ri3oiiment, blind, and broken down past exertion. But 
God’s will bo done ! I will not leave behind me the poor wretcl) wi.'om 
I have found in such a condition, though he i.s perfectly unable to 
assist me in accomplishing my escape, and is lather more likely <o 
retard it. Meantime, before we put out the torch, lot ns see, if’ Iw 
clo.se examinalioii, we caiT discover any door in the wall save that U' 
the blind man's dungeon. If not, I much suspect that my dosr-ent 
luis been made through the roof. That cup of winc— that'Miiso, as 
they called it, had a taste more like inedicim^ than merry comnjui- 
ioiis’ pledge.” 

lie began, accordingly, a strict suiwey of the walls, wliieli he re- 
solved to conclude by extinguishing the torch, that ho might take 
the person who should enter his dungeon darkling auTHry surprise. 
For a similar reason, he dragged into the darkest corner the (uircass 
of the tiger, ivnd ^^ered it with the remains of the bed-clothes, 
swetiring at the sSp'o time, that a half-tiger should be lii.s crest in 
future, it he fortune, which his bold heart would not suffer 

him to doubt, i^getting through the present dangeh. ‘'But,” he 
|l|dded, if thep necromantic vassals of hell shall raise ^Jie devil upon 
'1#i?^hat shall 1 do then ? And so great is the chance, tliat inetliinkM 
I wcteld fain dispense with extinguishing the flambeau. Yet it is- 
childish for one dubbed in the chapel of Our Lady of the tlroken 
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ijfj.i}ceg, to make much dihemict} between a light rooru and a dark 
one. Let thiMii come, aH many lieuds us the cell can liold, and we 
shall see it* we receive them not as becomes a Christian knight ; and 
surely, Our Lady, to whom 1 was ever a true votary, will hold it an 
acceptable sacrifice that I tore myself from my Breiiinlda, even foi^^a 
single momentj in honour of her advent, and thus led the way for out 
woeful separation. Fiends ! I defy ye in the body as in the si)irit, 
and I retain the remains of this flambeau until some more convenient 
opportunity.” He dashed it against the wall as he spoke, an<l then 
(inietJy sat down in a corner, to watcli what should next happen. 

^.Iiought after thought chased* each other through his mind, llis 
confidence in liis wife’s fidelity, and his trust in lier uncommon 
strength and activity, were the greatest comforts which he had; nor 
could her danger present itself to him iii any shape so terrible, but 
that he found consolatiou in these reflections : “ She is pure,” he 
said, “ as the dew of heaven, and heaven will not abandon its own ” 


CHAPTER XVL 

feltraiige (tpt* of luuu I who loathes thoe wliUe he scorns Lbeo ; 

Half a rcproacii to ua and liulf a jest. 

What fauoies cun be ours ere we have pleasure 
In viewing <»vir own forui, our pride and passions, 

Heflected in a ahapo grotesque ',u thine ! 

Ani)iiy,n<> r\ 

ConjSi' Roiiiirrr of Fahjh having on.seonced himself behind the 
i iiiiiS of the 1)0(1, so that he (M)uld not vs ell be observed, unless a 
stro tig light was at once flung upon the place of las retreat, waited 
with anxiety how and in wliat manner the warder of the dun<^con, 
(’barged with the task of bringing food to tlie prisoners, should 
make himself visible ; nor w^as it long ere symptoms of his approach 
began to be heard and observed. 

A light W 41 S partially seen, as from a trap-door^ opening in the 
roof, and a voice was heard to utter these words iu Anglo-tSaxon, 

“ l>j!ip, sirrah ; come, no delay ; leap, my good Sylvan, show^ your 
honour’s activity.” A strange chuckling hoarse voice, in a language 
tolaily unintcllig,i)j|i^,to Count Robert, was licard to respond, as if 
(lisputing the orderk which were received. 

“What jyr,” said his companion, “you must contest the point, 
must you ? Nay, if thou art so lazy, I must give your honour a lad- 
der, and perhaps a kick to hasten your journey.” ^Bomething, then 
of very great size, iu the form of a human being, jumped down from 
the trap-door, though the height might be above fourteen feet. This 
figure was mgantic, being upwards of seven feet high. In its left , 
hand it held a torch, and iu its right a skein of flue silk, which un- 
winding itself as it descended, remained unbroken, though it was 
easy to conceive it could not have afforded a creature so large any 
support in his descent from the roof. He alighted with perfect 
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safety aud activity upon Iiis feet, and, as if rebounding from (be 
floor, he sprung* upwards ag'ain, so as almost to touch the roof. In 
this last ffambaiid the torch wliich he bore was extinguished; but this 

i 1 1 • t . 1 1 1 t 1 


was really attained by apurojichiii.g, as if cautiously, its left baud to 
tile flame of the torch. This practical experiment seemed attended 
W’ith conseijuences which the creature had not expected, for it howled 
witli pain, shaking the burnt band, and chattering as if bemoaning 
itself 

“ Take heed there, Sylvanus ! ” said the same voice in Anglo- 
Saxon, and in a tone of rebuke. “I Jo, there! mind thy duty, 
Sylvan 1 Carry food to the blind man, and stand not tliere to play 
thyself, lest 1 trust thee not again alone on such an errand I 

"The creature — for it would have been rash to have termed it a 
mail — turning its eye upwards to the place fpm whence the voice 
came, answei^ed with a dreadful grin and shaking of its fist, yet pre- 
sently began to undo a ]»areel, and rummage in the pockets of a sort 
of Jerkin and pantaloons which it Avore, seclving, it appeared, a bunch 
of keys, which at length it produced, while it took from tb.o pocket 
a loaf of bread. Heating the stone of tlie wall, it affixed the torch 
to it by a ])iece of i^’ax, and then cautiously looked out for tlic en- 
trance to the old man’s dungeon, Avliidi it opened with a key selected 
from the bunch. Within the passage it scorned to look for aud dis- 
cover the handle of a ]mmp, at which it filled a pitcher that it bore, 
and bringing back the fragments of the former loaf, and remains of 
the- pitcher of water, it ate a little, as if it were in sport, and v^ry 
soon making a frightful grimace, flung the fragments away. 'J'lio 
Count of Paris, in the meanwhile^ watched anxiously the [iroceod- 
ings of this uiiknoAvn animal, liis first thought was that the crea- 
ture, whose liinbs were so much larger than humanity, whose grim- 
aces were so frightful, and whose activity seemed supernatural, could 
be no other than the Devil himself, or some of liis imps, Avhose situa- 
tion and oflice in tliose gld'O'my regions .seemed by no means hard to 
conjecture. The hiimau A'oice, howcA^er, Avhich he had heard, Avas 
less that of a necromancer conjuring a fiend than that of a person 
giving commands to aAvild animal, over whom ho had, by training, 
obtained a g’reat superiority. 

** A shame on it,” said the Count, if I suffer a common jackan- 
apes,— for such 1 take this deA’il-sceming beast to be, although tAvice 
as lar^e as any of its felloAA’s whom I liave ever xSecii,~Jw^ tinw aii 
obstacle in the wny of my obtaining daylight and freedom I Lot us 
but watch, and t^ie diance is thatwc make that furry gentleman our 
guide to the upper regions.” 

Meantime the creature, which rummaged about everywhere, at 

6 li discovered the body of the tiger,— touched it, stirred it, with 
^pftrange motions, and seemed to lament and Ayonder at its 
^ At once it seemed struck Avith the idea that some one must 
, havb slain it, and Count Robert had the mortification to see it once 
more select the key, aud spring towards the door of ^Prsers prison 
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with such alacrity, tliat had if.s intention been to Rtraii^,de him, it 
^yollld have accohiplisJied its purpose before the iiitorfevenee of 
Count Robert could liave prevented its reveng-c taking place. 
Apparently, however, it reflected, that for reasons which seemed 
satisfactory, the death of the tig'er could not be caused by the unfor- 
tunate IJrscl, but laid been accomplished by some one concealed 
within the outer prison. 

Slowly grumbling, therefore, and cliattcring to itself, and peeping 
anxiously into every corner, the tremendous creature, so like, yet so 
very unlike to the fiuman form, came stealing along the walls, mov- 
ing wbatover he thought could seclude a man froni his observation. 
Its extended legs and arms were ]n-otruded forw'ard with great strides, 
:nid its sharp eyes, on tlie watch to discover tlie object#of its search, 
kept prying, with the assistance of the torch, into every corner. 

Considering the vicinity of Alexius’s collection of animals, the 
reader, by this time, can have little doubt that tlie creature in ques- 
tion, whose appearance seemed to the Count of Varis so veu'y proble- 
matical, w\as a si^ecimcn of that gigantic species of apc;T~5f *it is not 
indeed some animal more neai’Jy allied to ourselves—tq which. 1 
believe, naturalists have given tlio name of the Oiirang Oiitang. 
'J’liis creature difters from the rest of its fraternity in being conv 
]»aratively more docile and serviceable; and lliougli possessing the 
powder of imitation which is common to the whole race, yet making 
use of it loss in mere mockery than in the dcsive of improvement 
and inslruction pertoctly unknown to his brethren. The aptitude 
which it posscss(*s of acquiring informalion is surprisingly great, 
and probably, if ]jlncod in a favoiirahh' situation, it might admit of 
being domesticated in a eonsiderable degree; hut sucIj advantages 
tlie ardour of scientific curiosity lias never aflbrded this creature. 
The last we have hoard of was seen, we believe, in t]u‘. island of 
Sumatra — it was of great size and fdrength, and upwards of seven 
feet high. Jt died defending tlesperalely its innocent life against a 
jiartv of Europeans, who, we cannot lielp thinking, might have better 
employed the BUperiority whiclv their kii^wlcdge gave them over the 
poor iiativo df the forest. It was pronaldy this creature, seldom 
seen, hut when once seen never forgotten, which occasioned tJjo 
ancient belief in the god Ihin, with his sylvaus and satyrs. Na}', hut 
for the gift of speech, which W’o cannot sujipose any of the family to 
liave attained, we should have believed the satyr seen by 8t Anthony 
in the desert to have belonged to this tribe. 

\Vc can, therefore, the more easily credit the annals which attest 
that the coIl««tion of natural history belonging’ to Alexius r/oumenus 
preserved an animal of this kind, whicli had been domesticated and 
reclaimed to a sinqirisiug extent, and showed a degree of intelligence 
never perhaps to be attained in any other case. These explanations 
being premised, we return to the thread of onr story. 

The animal advanced with long- noiseless .steps : its shadow on the 
wall, when it* hold the torch so as to make it visible to the Frapk, 
forming another fiend- resembling mimicry of its own large figure 
and extravagant-looking members. Count Robert remained in his 
lurkipg'holo, i^ no hurry to begin a strife of which it was impossllile 
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to foretell the end. In^the meau time, the man of the woods came 
nigh, and every step by which he approached caused the Count’s 
heart to vibrate almost audibly, at the idea of meeting danger of* o, 
nature so strange and new. At length the creature approaclierl the 
bed — his hideous eyes were fixed on those of the Count; and, as 
much Rurnrisi^d at seeing him as Robert was at the meeting, lie 
skipped anont fifteen paces backwards at one spring, with a cry of 
instinctive terror, and then advanced on tiptoe, holding liis torch as 
far forward as he could, between him and the object of his fears, as 
if to examine him at the safest possible distance. Count Robert 
caught np a fragment of the bedstead, large enough to form a sort 
of cTub, with which he menaced the native of the wilds. 

Apparently this poor creature’s education, like education of most 
kinds, had not been .acquired without blows, of v/hich tlie recollection 
was as fresh as that of tlie lessons wdiich tliey enforced.^ Hir Robert 
of Paris was a man at once to discover and to avail himself of llie 
advantage obtained by finding that he possessed a degree of asceml- 
anev over lii^i enemy which he had not suspected, lie erected his 
warlike figure, assumed a step as if triumphant in the lists, and 
advanced threatening his enemy with his club, as he would have 
menaced his antagonist with the redoubtable Tranchefer. I'lic man 
of the woods, on the other hand, obviously gave way, and converted 
his cautions advance into a retreat no less cautious. * Yet appareully 
the crealure had not renounced some plan of resistance; he chat- 
tered 111 an angry and hostile Ipne, held out his torch in opposition, 
and s(‘cmed about to strike, the crusader with it. Count Robert, 
howpver, determined t») take his opi)onent at advantage, while his 
fears iniluoncoci him, and for this purpose resolved, if possible, to 
deprive him of his natural superiority in strength and agility, whi<di 
liis singular form showed he could not but possess over the human 
species. A master of his weapon, therefore, the Count menaced Ids 
savage antagonist with a stroke on the right side of his head, Imt 
suddenly averting the blow, struck him with bis whole force on the 
left leinple, and in an instft'i-t/ was kneeling above him, whom drawing 
his dagger, he was about to deprive him of life. 

Tlie (lui ang Outang, ignorant of the nature of tliis new' weapon 
with which he was threatened, attempted, at one and the same mo- 
ment, to rise from the ground, overthrow his antagonist, and wrench 
the dagger from Ins grasp. In the first attempt he would probably 
have succeeded; and as it was, he gained his knees, and seemed 
likely to prevail in the struggle, when he became senile that tbo 
knight, drawing his poniaref sharply through his grasp, had cut bis 
paw severelj^ and seeing’ him aim the trenchant weapon at his tbroat, 
became probably aware that his enemy had his life at command. lie 
sufl'ered hims(;lf to be borne backwards without further resistance, 
with a deep wailing and melancholy cry, having in something 
human, which excited compassion, j le "covered hi.s eyes with the 
imwQunded hand, as' if he would have hid from his own sight the 
which seemed approaching him. 

^ Count Robert, notwithstanding his military frenzy, was, in ordinarv ’ 
Jhi?ittors, a c^lmdempevcd and mild man, anil particiiV'.rly l)e.ucvolent. 
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to^ the lower classes of creation. The thought rushed through iiis 
niind, “Why take from this unfortunate monster the brt'ath which 
is in its nostrils, after which it cannot know another existence ? And 
then, may it not be some prince or knight changed to tliis grotesque 
8l)ape, that it may Iielp to guard these vaults, and the wonderful 
adventures that attach to them ? Should I not, then, he guilty of a 
crime by slaying him, when he lias rendered himself, rescue or no 
roBcuo, which aio nas done as completely as his transformed figure 
permits ; and if he be actually a bestial creature, may he not have 
some toucli of gratitude? I have heard the minstrels sing the lay 
of Androcles and the liion. I will be on my guard with liim. 

^ B<.) saying, he rose from above the man of the woods, and permitted 
Iiim also to arise. The creature seemed sensible of the clemency, 
for he muttered in a low and supplic^[ting tone, winch seemed at 
once to crave for mercy and to return thanks for what he had already 
experienced. lie wept, too, as he saw the blood dropping from his 
wound, and with an anxious countenance, which had of Ihc 

liuman now that it was composed into an ex]>resflion^ of pain and 
melancholy, sc-tunod to await in terror the doom of a being more 
powerful than himself. 

The pocket which the knight wore under his armour, cai)al)lc of 
containing’ but few things, had, however, some vulnerary balsam, for 
Mdiich its owner had often occasion, a little lint, and a small roll of 
liinai ; tlicsc^ the knight took out, and motioned to the animal f > 
liold forth his wounded hand. The man of the woods obeyed with 
hesitation and reluctance, and Count Bobert a]»plied tlio balijam and 
the dressings, acquainting his iiaticnt, at the same tin»e, in a severe 
tone of voict?, tluit perhaps he did wrong in putting to his use a bal- 
sam compoumk’d for the service of the noblest knights: but tliaf if 
b(' saw the least sign of his making an ungrateful use of the benefit, 
he had cotiroired, he would bury the dagger, of wliieli liii laid felt 
Ihr elhcacy, to tin? very handle, in his body. 

'J'ho Sylvan looked "fixedly upon Count Robert, almost as if he 
understood the language used to him, ml, making one of its native 
murmurs, it Mooja’d to the earth, kissetlThc feet of the knight, and, 
embracing his knees, seemed to swear to him eternal gratiludo fiml 
fidelity. Accordingly, when the Count retired to the bed and assumccl 
his armour, to await tlio reopening of the trap-door, the animal sat 
douii ])y his side, directing its eye.s in the line with his, and seemed 
quietly to wait till thf3 door should open. 

Afler waiting about an hour, a slight noise was lieard in the upper 
ciiamber, the wild man plucked the Frank by the cloak, a.s if to 
call his attention to what was about to happen. The same voice 
which had before spoken, was, after a whistle, or two, heard to call, 

“ Sylvan, Sylvan ! wnere loitercst thou? Come iiistantlv, or, by the 
rood, thou shalt ahyc tliy sloth I ” . ‘ 

The poor^monster, as Trinculo might have called him, seemed per- 
fectly aware of the meaning of this threat, and showed his sense of if; 
by iiressing close to tlui side of Count Robert, making at the same 
time a kind of whining, entreating, it would seem, the knight's pro- 
te«-tioi^ Forp;etting tlie great improbability there was, even in his 
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own opinion, that the creature could understand him, Count Rohort 
said, “ Why, my friend, thou hast already learned the principal court 
prayer of this country, by which men entreat permission to speak and 
live. Fear uothin"*, poor creature — I am thy protector.” 

“ Sylvan ! what, ho! ” said the voice ag*aiu ; ‘‘whom hast thou ^>’ot 
for a companion ?— some of the fiends, or ghosts of murdered men, 
who, they >say, are frequent in these dungeons? or dost thou converse 
with the old blind rebel Grecian? — or, linally, is it true that men say 
of thee, tliat thou caiist talk intelligibly wlien tliou wilt, and only 
gibberest and chatterest for fear thou art sent to work ? Como, thou 
lazy rascal I thou shalt Iiavc the advantage of the ladder to ascend 
hy,’t]iough thou needst it no more than a daw to ascend the steeple 
of the Cathedral of St Sopliia.^ Come along then,” he said, putting 
a ladder dowiVthe trap-door, “and put me not to the trouble of de- 
scending to fetch thee cUe, hy St Swithiii, it shall be the worse for 
thee. Come along, therefore, like a good fellow, and for once I shall 
spare the whip.” 

'.riie animal, apparently, was moved hy this rhetoric, for, with a 
doleful lookAvhich (k)unt Ilohert saw by means of the nearly extin- 
guished torch, he seemed to hid him farewell, and to creep away to- 
wards the ladder witli the. saujc excellent good* will wherewith a con- 
demmvl criminal performs the like evolutiem. But no sooner did the 
(kiunt look angry, ami shake the formidable dagger, than tlie intellh 
gent animal seen’icd at once to take his resolution, and clenching his 
hands firmly togetlicr in the fashion of one who has made up his 
mind, he returned from the ladder’s foot, and drew up behind (’ount 
ilohert, —with the air, liowevcr, of a deserter, Avho feids himself hut 
little .at home when called into the field against his ancient com- 
mander. 

In a short lime the warder’s jiatieiice was exhausted, and despair- 
ing of tlic Sylvan’s voluntary return, ho resolved to descend in quest 
of liim. Down the ladder he came, a bundle of keys in one hand, the 
other assisting liis descent, and a sort of dark lantern, whose bottom 
was so fashioned tliat he couW >Year it upon his head like a hut. lie 
had scarce slept on the floo^Q wlicn he wa.s surrounded l>»y the nervous 
arms of the Count of I’aris. At first the warder's idea was, that he 
was seized by the recusant Sylvan. 

“ Ilow now, villain I ” ho said ; “ let me go, or thou shall die the 
death.” 

“ Thou diest thyself,” said the Count, who, between the siirpri.se 
and his own skill in wrestling, felt fully his advantage in tlie struggle. 

“Treason! treason ! ” cried the warder, hearing by thi^voice that 
a stranger had mingled in the contest; “help, lio! above IJkto ! 
help, llereward — Varangian ! — Anglo-Saxon, or whatever accur.sed 
name tliou callest thyself! ” 

While he s]jioko thus, th^ irresistible grasp of Count Robert seized 
his throat, and choked utterance. They fell heavilw, the jailor 
uiulormost, upon the the dungeon, and Robert Paris, the 

necessity of whose case excused the action, plunged hiy dagger in 


2 Now the chief mosque of (lie Ottomau (‘.ijut tj. 
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the throat of the unfortunate. Just as ho did so, a noise of armour 
\yas lieard, and rattling down the Judder, our acquaintance Ilcrcward 
stood on tlie floor of the dungeon. TIic liglifc, which had rolled from 
the head of the warder, continued to show him streaming with hlood, 
and in the death-graap of a stranger. Jlcreward hesitated not to 
fly to his assistance, and, seizing upon the Count of Paris at the same 
advantage which that knight had gained over his own adversary a 
inoineiit before, held him forcibly down with his face to the earth. 

Count Robert was one of the strongest men of that military age; 
but then so w'as the Varangian ; and save that the latter had obtained 
a decided advantage by having his antagonist beneath him, it could 
not certainly liave been conjectured which way tlie combat was to go. 

“ Yi(3ld ! ns your own jargon goes, rescue or no rescue,” said tlie 
Varangian, or die on the jioint of my dagger ! 

“ A EVench Count never yields,” answered Robert, who began to 
conjecture with what sort of person ho was engaged, “ above all to 
a vagabond slave like tlice ! With this ho made an effort to rise, 
so sudden, so strong, so powerful, that he had almost freed himself 
IVoni the Varangian’s grasp, had not llereward, by a viJleut exertion 
of his great strength, preserved the advantage lie had gained, ami 
raised his poniard to end the strife for ever; but a loud chuckling 
laugh of an unearthly sound was at this instant heard. The Varaii- 
giaifa extended arm was s(n‘zod with vigour, while a rough arm em- 
bracing his throat, turned him over on his back, and gave the I'Vench 
Count an opportunity of springing uti. 

“Death to thee, wretch ! ’^ said llie Varangian, scarce knowing 
whom he threatened ; but tlie man of the woods apjiarently had an 
awful recollection of the prowess of human beings, lie lied, there- 
fore, swiftly np the ladder, and left Horevvard ami his deliverer to 
light it out witli what success chance might d('(ormine between 
them. 

'fhe circiinistaiicos .seemed to argue adc.spcrate combat; both were 
tiill, strong, and courageous, both had defensive armour, and the fatal 
and d esjierate poniard was their only offensive weapon. They paused 
facing each «ther, ami examined eagori^nto tlieir respective means 
of defence before hazarding a blow, which if it missed, its attaint 
would cei'Lainly be fatally requited. During this deadly j)ause, a 
gleam slioue from the trap-door above, as the wild and alarmed vis- 
age of the man of the woods \vas vse(‘n peering down by the light of 
a newly kindled torch which lie held as low into the dungeon as lie 
wtdl could. 

‘ Fight bravely, comrade,’^ said Count Robert of Paris, “for 
no longer lial tie ill private; thi.s re.spcctablc person liaving chosen 
to constitute himself judge of the field.” 

Hazardous as his situation was, the Varangian looked up, and was 
so struck with the wild and terrified expre.s.'don which the creature 
had assumed, and the strife between curio.sity and terror which its 
grotesque femures exhibited, that he could not help bursting into a 
fit of laugliter. 

“Sylvan is among those,” said Hcreward, “ who would rather hold 
the eiuidlc to a dance so formidable than join in it liimself.” 
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there theu,” said Count Bobert. ‘‘any absoJute necessity that 
thou and I perform this dance at all ? ” 

“ None but our own pleasure,” answered Hereward, “ for I suspect 
there is not between us any legfitimate cause of quarrel demanding' 
to be fou|?[ht out iu such a place, and before such a spectator. TJiou 
art, if I mistake not, the bold Frank, who was yesternight imprisoned 
in this place with a tiger, chained within no distant spring <»f his l)cd 

“ I am,” answered the Count. 

“ And where is the animal who was opposed to thee ? 

“ He lies yonder,” answered the Count, “ nevei* again to be the 
object of more terror than the deer whom he may have preyed on in 
his day.” He pointed to the body of the tiger, which Herewarh. 
examined by .t)ie light of the dark hiiitern already mentioned. 

“ And this, then, was thy handiwork ?” said the woiidcriii;.;- AngL>. 
Saxon. 

“ Sooth to say it w'as,” answered the Count, with indifference. 

“And thou hast slain my comrade of this strange watch ? ” sai'i 
tlie Varangian. 

“Mortally wounded him at the least,” said Count Ilobert. 

“ With your patience, 1 will he beholden to you for n momenr 
truce, while I examine his wound,” said Hereward. 

“AsKuredly,” answered the Count; “blighted be the arm wliicii 
strikes a foul blow at an o])en antagonist ! ” 

Without demonding further security, the Varangian quitted hit. 
posture of defence and precaution, and set himself, by the assistain;^’ 
of the dark lantern, to examine the wound of the first warder wh.o 
appeared on the field, who seemed, by his Roman military dress, l-f 
he a* soldier of the baiids called Immortals. He found liirn in tin* 
death-agony, but still able, to speak, 

“ 8o, Varangian, thou art come .at last, — and it is to thy .sloth or 
treachery tliat I am to impute my fite ? — Nay, answer me not !- • 
'’riie sfrjuiger struck in<^ over the collar-bone — hud we lived i^ng 
togelhev, iisci often, I had done the like by thee, to wipe out tiu 
nieiiior' ol certain traiisacy^ns at the Golden Gate.—T know the n.-o 
of the knife too well to donht the effect of a blow aimed over tin* 
collar-bone by so strong a hand — I feel it coming. The Imniortu!, 
so called, becomes now, if priests say true, an immortal indeed, 
and Sebastes of Mytileiie’s bow is broken ere his quiver is half 
emptied.” 

Thi^ robber Greek sunk back in llereward’s arms, and closed bis 
life with a groan, wliieb was the last .sound he uttered. The Ve.,r 
angian laid the body at length on the dungeon floor. 

“ This is a perplexed matter” — ^lie said ; “lam certainly not called 
upon to pqt to (}jj?ath a bravo man, although my national enemy, 
because ho hath killed a miscreant who was privately meditating n\y 
own murder. Neither is this a place or a light by which to fi^nt ns 
becomes the champions of two nations. Let that quarijid be still for 
the present,— How say you then, noble sir, if W'c adjourn the ])rcsent 
dispute till we effect your deliverance from the "dungeons of tin* 
BlKMjqnernal, and your restoration to your own friends and followei 
If a poor Varangian should be of service to you ir Una 
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would you, when it was settled, refuse to meet him in fair light, with 
your national weapons or his own?’^ 

‘‘If,” said Count Robert, “whether friend or enemy, thou wilt 
extend tliy assistance to my wife, who is also imprisoned somewliore 
in tliis inhospitable palace, be assured, that whatever be tliy rank, 
wb n.t.e ver be thy country, whatever be thy condition, Robert of Paris 
will, nt. thy choice, jprofler thee his right hand in Iriendship, or raise 
it against thee in lair and iiianlv battle— a strife not of hatred, but 
(»f lionour and esteem ; and this 1 vow by the soul of Charlemagne, 
my ancestor, and by the shrine of my patroness, Our Lady of the 
Ri oken loanees.” 

“ Enough said,” replied Ilereward. “ I am as much bound to the 
iis&istanco of yoiir Lady Countess, ]>eing a poor exile, m if 1 were the 
first in the ranks of ciiivalry; for if any tiling can make the cause 
of worth and bravery yet more obligatory, it must be its being united 
v.'itli that of a helpless and suffering fornnlc.” 

‘‘I ought, said Count Robert, “ to bo here silent, without loading 
iliy generosity wilh farther requests, yet thou art a raan. whom, if 
fortune luis )i<»t smiled at thy hirth, by ordaining thee to be liorn 
within the ranks^ of noblesse and knighthood, yet Providence hath 
done thee more just ice by giving thee a more gallant heart than is 
always possessed, I fefir, by those who are inwoven in the gayest 
M reaih of chivalry. There lingers herein these dungeons, for 1 can- 
not say he lives— '’a blind old man, to whom for three years everything 
beyond his prison lias been a universal blot His food is bi’cad and 
water, his intercourse limited to the conversation of a sullen wardei*, 
and if deat ii can ever come as a deliverer, it must be to this dark old 
man. Wiiat sayst thou? Shall he, so nmitterahly miserable, not 
profit by perlnips the only opportunity of freedom that may ever 
occur to lu'm ? ” 

“ Py St Dunstan/’ answered the Varangian, “ thou keepest over 
truly the oatii tliou hast taken as a redresaer of wrongs ! I'hino own 
irnse is well-nigh desperate, and thou art willing to make it utterly so 
by uniting \uith it that of every unhapi^^pcrson whom fate throws in 
thy way ! ” 

'' Tlie more of human misery wc attempt to relievo,” said Rf>bert 
of Paris, the more we sliall carry with us the blessing of onr morci- 
fill saints, and Our Lady of the Broken Lances, who views with so 
ranch pain every species of human suffering or misfortune, save that 
which occurs witlim the enclosure of the lists. But come, valiant 
Anglo-Saxpji, resolve me on my request as speedily as thou canst. 
There is sonicthing in thy face of candour as well as sense, and it is 
with no sTiuill conndence that I desire to see ns set forth in caiest of 
my beloved Countess, who, when her deliverance is once acliieved, 
will, be a powerful aid to us in recovering that of others.” 

“ So be ijt, then,” said the Varangian ; “we will proceed in que.st 
of the Coi'jntess Brenhilda; and if, on recovering her, wc find our- 
selves strojig ('iiough to procure the freedom of the dark old man, 
my cowardice, or want of compa‘''yioi), shall uever stop the attempt,” 
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CHAPTER xvn. 

*Tis atran^ro that. ii]t the dark sulphureous mine. 

"Whoro wild ambition pikm its riponing stores 
Of sliunbojing thunder. Love wiil interpose 
Ills tiny torch, aud cause the stern explosion 
To burst, wiien the deviser’s least aware. 

A)ionymow^. 

About noon of the same day, Ag'elastcs met with Acliillcs Tat ins, 
the commander of the Varangian guard in those ruins of the Egyp- 
tian temple iii which we formerly mentioned llcreward having had 
an interview with the philosopher. They met, as it seemed, in a very 
(lifiorent Iiumour. Talius was gloomy, melancholy, and downcast ; 
while the philosojiher maintained the calm indifferewco which pro- 
cured for him, and in some sort deserved, the title of the Elephant. 

Thou bleii^hest, Achilles Tatius/* said the philosopher, “ now that 
thou hast frankly opposed thyself to all the dangers which stood 
between thee amf greatness. Thou art like the idle boy who turned 
the mill-stream upon the machine, and that done, instead of making 
It proper use of it, was terrified at seeing it in motion.^^ 

Thou dost me wrong, Agelastcs,^' answered tlie Acolyte, foul 
wrong; I am but like the mariner, who, although determined upon 
his voyage yet cannot forbear a sorrowing glance at the shore, before 
he ])arts with it, it may he, for ever.” 

“it may have been right to think of this, but pardon me, valiant 
Tatius, vviicn I tell you the account should have been made up before ; 
and the grandson of Alguric the Hun oui»iit to liave computed 
chances and conscuiuenccs ere he stretched his hand to his master's 
diadem/’ 

“Hush! for Heaven’s sake,” said Tatius, looking round; that, 
thou knowest, is a secret between our two selves ; for if Niceiihoriis, 
tlie Caesar, should learn it, where were we and our consjiiracy ? ” 

“ Our bodies on the gibbet, probably,” answered Agelastcs, “and 
our souls divorced from them, and in tlio way of discoveriisg the 
secrets whicJi thou hast hitherto taken upon trust.” 

“Well,” said Achilles, ‘‘and should not the consciousnorn of the 
possibility of this fate render us cautious ? ” 

“ Cautious 'jhCii if you will,” answered Agelastes, “hut not timid 
children.” 

“Stone walls can hear,” said the Follower, loweriiig his voice. 
“J)ionysius the tyrant, J have read had an ear which conveyed to 
him the secrets spoken within his state-prison at Syracuse.” 

“ And that Ear is still stationary at Syracuse,” said the philosopher. 
“ Tell me, ray most simple frieml, art thou afraid it has been Irans- 
norted hither in ppe night, as the Latins believe of Our Lady's house 
>f Loretto B-i' ? 

. ^“Ko” anasiw^red AchillS, “but in an afl'air so important too mucli 
jaiition cauiibt be used.” 

“Well, thou most cautious of . candidates for cmi>ire. aiyi! most 
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cold ofuiililary leaders, know that the C®sar, deeiiiin^-, I think, that 
there is no chance of the empire falling to any one but hath 

taken in his head to consider his succession to Alexius as a nnUter 
of course, udicnever the election takes place. In consequence^ as 
matters of course arc usually matters of indifference, he has left’ all 
thoughts of securing his interest upon this material occasion to tlice 
and to me. while the foolish voluptuary hath himself run niad- for 
v/liat think you? Something between man and woman— female in 
her lineaments, lier limbs, and a part at least of her ganneiits ; but, 
so help me St George, most masculine in the rest of her attire, iu 
her propensities, and in her cKerciaes.” 

The Amazonian wife, thou meanest/’ said Achilles, that iron- 

lianded Frank, who dashed to pieces last night the /^ddeii lion of 
^!>olom■on with a blow of his list ? By 8t George, the least which can 
come of sucli an amour is broken bones.” 

‘‘ That,” said Agelastcs, “ is not quite so improbable as that Diony- 
sius’s Ear should fly bitlier from Syracuse in a single night; but he 
is presumptuous in respect of the influence which Ins supposed good 
looks have gained liim among the Grecian dames.” 

He was too presumptuous, X suppose,” said Achilles Tatius, “ to 
make a proper allowance for his situation as Oajsar, and the prospect 
of liis being Emperor.” 

“Meantime,” said Agelastcs, ‘U have promised him an interview 
with bis Bradamaiitc, who may perhaps reward Ins tender epithets 
of Zoe haiiwjclie^ by divorcing bis amorous soul from his unrivalled 
person.” 

“ Meantime,” said the Follower, thou obtaiuest, I conclude, such 
orders and warrants as the Ccesar can give for the furtherance of 
our plot ? ” 

“ Assuredly,” .said Agelastcs, *Mt is an opportunity not to be lost. 
This love fit, or nuid fit, has blinded him ; and witliout exciting too 
much attention to the progrc.ss of the plot, w'e can thus in safety 
conduct matters our own way, without causing malevolent remarks ; 
ii.nd though 1 am conscious that, in dqhig so, 1 act somewhat at 
variance withnny age and character, yeirtlic end being to convert a 
^vorthy Follow^er into an Imperial Leader, 1 sname me not in pro- 
curing that interview with tlic lady, of which ilie Caesar, as they term 
him, is so dc.sirous. Wliat progi*ess, meanwhile, hast thou made 
witli the Varangians, who are, in respect of execution, the veiy arm 
of our design ? ” 

‘‘Scarce so good as I could wish,” said Achilles Tatius; “vet I 
have made sw’e of some tw'o or three..score of tlio.se whom I found 
most accessible ; nor have J any doubt, that, when the Cmsar is set 
aside, their cry will be for Achilles Tatius.” , 

“ And what of the gallant who assisted at our jirelcctions ? ” said 
Agelastcs ; “your Edward, as Alexius termed him ?” 

‘‘ I have made no impression upon him,” said the Follower ; “ and I 
am sorry for it, for he is one whom his comrades think well of, and 
would gladly follow. Meantime 1 Iiave placed him as an additional 
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«enliiiel upon tlie iron-witt-ed Count of TariH, wlioin, botli Jmvint«r an 
inveterate love of battle, he is very likely to put to dcatli ; and if it 
is afterwards challenged by the crusaders,as a cause of war, It is only 
delivering up the ^^rangian, whose personal hatred will needs be 
represented as having occasioned the catastrophe. All tins being 
prepared beforehand, now and when shall >Ye deal with the Ein))eror 

“For that,” said Agelastes, “we must consult the Caesar, who, 
although his expected happiness of to-day is not more certain than 
the state preferment that he expects to-morrow, and although his 
ideas are much more anxiously fixed upon his success with this said 
Countess than his succession to the empire, will, nevertheless, expect 
to be treated as the head of the enterprise for accelerating the latter. 
Bui, to speak my opinion, valiant Tatius, to-morrow will be tlie last 
day that Alexius shall hold the reins of empire.” 

‘"^Let me know for certain,” said the Follower, “as soon as tlTou 
canst, that I may warn our fcethren, who are to have in readiness 
the insurgent citizens, and those of the Immortals who are combined 
with us, in the neighbourhood of Ihe court, and in readiness to act — 
And, above all, that I may disperse upon distant guards such Varan- 
gians as I cannot trust. ” 

“ Bely upon me,” said Agclastes, “ for the most accurate informa- 
tion and instructions, so soon as 1 have seen Nicephorus Briennius. 
One word jievmit me to ask— in what manner is the wife of the 
Ctenar to be di>sposed of?” 

“ Somewhere,” said the Follower, “where I can never bo compelled 
to hear more of her history. Were it not for that nightly pest of 
lier lectures, I could be good-uatured enough to take cave of her 
de^^tiny inysoltj and teach her the difiPerence betwixt a real empcu’or 
and tins Briennius, who thinks so much of himself.” So saying, 
tliey separated ; tlie Follower elated in look and manner consider- 
ably above what he had been when they met. 

Agela.st(^s looked after his companion with *i. scornful laugh. 
“There,” he said, “goes a fool whose lack of sense prevents Iiis oyer- 
iroin being dazzled by the torch which cannot fail to consume linn. 
A half-bred, half-acting, -*half-thinking, half-daring w caitiff, whoso 
poorest thouglits— and those which deserve that name must be ]>(H)r 
indeed — are not the produce of his own understanding, lie ex- 
pects to circumvent the fiery, haughty, and pnuid Nicephorus Briem 
nius ! If he docs .so, it will not be by his own policy, and still less by 
Ills valour. Nor shall Anna Comnena, the soul of wit and genius, 
he chained to such an unimaginative log as yonder half barbarinn. 
No— she shall have a husband of pure Grecian extrf^tion, and well 
stored with that leatping which was studied when Homo was great, 
and Greece illustrious. Nor will it be the least charm of the impe- 
rial throne, that it is partaken by a partner whose personal studies 
have taught her to esteem and value those of the Emperor.” He 
took a step or two with conscious elevation, and then, as conscience- 
cheeked, he added, in a sunpressed voice, “But then,*if Anna were 
destined for Empress, it follows of course tliat Alexius must die —no 
consent could b^ trusted to. — And what then ?— the death of an ordi- 
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irdvy nmii indiiferent, when it plants on tho thvoue a plulosopliei* 
and a historian ; and at what time were the possessors of the empire 
cnrious to enquire when or by whose agency their predecessors died? 
— Diogenes ! IJo, Diogenes The slave did not immediately come, 
so that Agelastes, wrapt in the anticipation of his greatness, had time 
to add a few more words — “ Tush — I must reckon with Heaven, say 
I lie priests, for many things, so I will throw this also into the account. 
TJie death of the Emperor may be twenty ways achieved without 
my having the blame of it. The blood which we have shed may spot 
our hand, if closely regarded, but it shall scarce stain our forehead.” 
J)iogenes here enterea— “Has the Frank lady been removed ? ” said 
the philosopher. 

The slave signified his assent. 

,“}jow did she bear her removal?” 

“ As authorised by your lordship, indifferently well. Blie liad rc- 
.sented her separation from her husband, and her being detained in 
the })alace, and committed some violence upon the slaves of the 
Household, several of whom were said to be slain, although w(j per- 
haps ought only to read sorely frightened. She recognised me at 
once, and when I told her that I came to offer her a day’s retirement 
in your own lodgings, until it should be in your power to aeliiove tlio 
liberation of her husband, she at once consentetf, and I deposited her 
in the secret C>i)herean garden-house.” 

“ Admirably done, my faithful Diogenes,” said tho philosopher; 

thou art like tluj genii who attended on the Eastern talismans ; 1 
Ijiivo but to hitimate my will to thee, and it is accomplished.” 

Diogenes bowed deeply, and witlidrew. 

“Yet riunemher slave!” said Agela.s(cs, speaking to hiiubelf; 
“ there is danger in knowing too much— and should my cliaractcr 
c\er become questioned, too many of ray secrets are in the power of 
Diogenes.” 

At t]]is moment a blow thrice repeated, and sti'uck upon one of the 
images without, wliich had been so framed as to return a tingling 
uuind, and in so far deserved the prai^v^of being vocal, interrupted 
In's soliloquy? ‘ « 

“There knoclvKS,” said he, “ouo-of our allies; who can it he that 
comes HO late?” lie touched the figure of Isis witli his staft^ and the 
Oaisar Nicephorus Brieniiius entered in the full Grecian habit, and 
that graceful di’ess anxiously arranged to the best advantage. “Let 
me hope, my lord,” said Agelastes, receiving the Ceesar with an ap- 
j)urcntV grave and reserved face, “your Highness comes to tell me 
that your Hc?iitimcnts are changed on reflection, and that whatever 
you had to confer about with this Frankish lady, may be at least de- 
terred until the principal part of our conspiracy been success- 
fully executed.” 

“ PJiilosopher,” answered the Cassar, “no. My resolution, once 
iaken, is not the sport of circumstances. Believe me, that I have 
not finished so many labours without being ready to undertake 
others. The favour of Venus is the reward of the labours of Mars, 
nor w^ld 1 think it ^vo^th while to worshij) tlie god armipotent with 
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ilio toil ami risk uUeiuIiii^ his service, iiuloss 1 laid ])revioudly 
attaiiied s(arie decided proofs that I was wreathed with tlio myrtle, 
intimating the favour of his beautiful mistress.^' 

** 1 bcff pardon for my boldness/' said A/ 2 felastcs ; “ but lias your 
Imperial Jli^hiicss reflected that you were wa^crin^;’, wilh the wild- 
est rashness, .on empire, including thine own life, mine, and all who 
arc joined with us in a hardy scheme? And against what were 
tliey ivapfed ? Ag'aiiist the very precarious favour of a wonian, 
who is altogether divided betwixt fiend and female, and in either 
capacity is most likely to be fatal to our present scheme, cither by 
lier good-will or by the offence which she may take. It she prove 
such as you wish, she ivill desire to keep her lover by her side, and 
to «pare him.the danger of engaging in a perilous conspiracy ; and 
if she remains, as the world believe bei*, constant to her husband and 
to the sentiments she vowed to him at the altar, you may guess 
what cause of offence you are likely to give by urging a suit which 
she has already received so very ill/’ 

“Pshaw, »pld man! Thou turneat a dotard, and in the great 
knowledge thou posscssost of other things, hast forgotten the know- 
ledge best worth knowing— that of the beautiful part of the crea- 
tion. Think of the impression likely to be made by a gallant neither 
ignoble in situation nor unacceptable in presence upon a lady who 
must fear the consequences of refusal ! Como, Agelastes, let me 
have no more of thy croaking*, auguring bad fortune like the raven 
from the blasted oak on the left hand ; but declaim, as well thou 
canst, how faint heart never won fair lady, and how those best de 
serve empire who can ivreathe the myrtles of Venus with the laurels 
of Mars. Come, man, undo me the secret entrance which coinhinos 
these magical ruins with groves that are fashioned rather like those 
of Cythcros or Kaxos.” 

“It must be as you will ! ” said the philosopher, with a deep and 
somewhat affected sigli. 

“Here, Diogenes!” called aloud tlic Cmsar; “when thou art 
summoned, mischief is not f r distant. Come, nndo flio secret en- 
trance. Mischief, my trusty negro, is not so distant*’ but slio v/ili 
answer tbc first clatter of tlie stone.s.” 

The negro looked at his master, who returned him a ghinoc ac- 
ciuicseing in the C?csar’s proposal. Diogenes then >vent to a i^ari <>!’ 
tne ruined wall which was covered by some climbing shrubvs, all of 
which he carefully removed. This showed a little i^osteni door, 
closed irregularly, and filled up, from the threshold to the top, wilh 
large square stones, all of which the slave took out affd jiiled aside 
as if for the purpose of replacing them. “1 leave thee,” saixl 
Agelastes to the negro,/* to guard this door and let no one enter, 
except he has the sigPipj^n the peril of thy life. It were danger- 
ous it sliould be lefrtfe'n at this period of the day.” 

TJie obsequious Dfogcncs put bis hand to liis sabre and to bis 
Jiead, as if to sigiiitf the usual promise of fidelity or death, by which 
of his coi]®ion generally expressed their answer to tlieir 
commfiiids. Diogenes then liglitcd a small lantern, and 
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pulling* out a key, opened au inner dooi" of wood, and prepared to 
step forward. 

“ Hold, friend Diog’cncs,” said the Csesar ; “ thou wniitest not my 
lautern to discern au honest man, whom, if thou didst seek, I unisfc 
needs say thou liast come to the wrong* place to find one. Nail thou 
up tliese creeping shrubs before the entrance of the place, and 
abide thou there, as already directed, till our returu, to parry the 
curiosity of any who may be attracted by the sight of the private 
passage.” 

The black slave drew back as he gave the lamp to the Caesar, and 
Agelastcs followed the light through a long, but narrow, arched 
passage, well su]>])licd with air from space to .space, and not Jio- 
glected ill (he inside to the degree which its cxterhir would have 
implied. 

‘‘1 will not enter with into the C4ardens,” said Agelastcs, “or 
to the bower of Oytherca, where 1 am too old to be a worshipper, 
'fhou thyself, 1 think, Imperial Ciesar, an well aware of the road, 
having (i-avelled it divers times! and, if I mistake not, fo^* the fairest 
reasons.” 

“ The more thanks,” said the Ciesar, “are due to mine excellent 
fiieiul Agelastcs, who forgets Iiis own age to accommodate the youth 
of his friends.” 


CHArTEll NVllI. 

We must now return to the dungeon of the Elacqucrnal, where 
circumstances had formed at least a temporary union between the 
stout Varangian and Count Ilobcrt of Paris, n lio had a stronger re- 
semblance to each other in their dispositions than probably cither of 
them would have been willing to admit. The virtues of the Vaningiiin 
•were all of that natural and unrefined kind which Nature herself dic- 
tates to a gallant man, to whom a total^vant of fear, and the most 
])ro;n])t alacrity to meet danger* liad bmi attributes of a life-hmg 
atandiug. The Count, on the other hand, had ajl that bravery, ^'•enc- 
rosity, and love of adventure, which was possessed by the rude soldier, 
withViie virtues, partly real, jim tly fantastic, which those of his rank 
:uid country acquired from the spirit of chivalry. The one niiglit bo 
compared to the diamond as it came from the mine, before it had yet 
received the advantages of cutting and sotting ; the other was the 
oriiamoiited g^;m, whicli, cut into facets and richly set, had lost per- 
liaps fi little of its original substance, yet still, at the same lime, to 
the eye of an inspector, had something more showy and splendid 
than when it was, according to the phrase of lai)idarfes, eji brut. In 
the one case, tlie value was more artificial ; in the other, it was the 
more natural ami real of the two. Chance, therefore, mid made a 
temporary alliance between two men, the foundation of whoso 
cliaractcrs lx>re such strong resemblance to each othciy that they 
were only separated by a course of education, which had lefr rigid pre- 

u 
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judices on both sides, and wliich prejudices. w(‘i'e not nuiikely t(» uni 
counter to each other. The Varang*iaii connntnn.‘ed hi^ eonvei^ation 
\^dth the Count in a. tone of familiarity, approachiii.a’ nearer to rudo' 
n(‘ss than the speaker was aware ofiiind much of wJiich, tjmu^j’h 
most innocently int(nidecl by Hereward, nii^ht be taken amiss by Jiis 
new brotliordn-aniiH. The most offensive part of his deporUnent, 
however, was a hlunt, bold disregard to the title of those whoin he 
addressed, adhering thereby to the manners tif the Saxons, from 
whom he drew his descent, and which was likely to he at least iin- 
pleasing to the Franks as well as Normans, vvlio had already ve 
ceived and become very tenacious of the priviUges of the feudal 
system, tl)(3 nuimmerv of heraldry, and the warlike claims assumed 
by knights, as hclongmig only to their own order. 

" I'lcrewartk ;vas apt, it must be owned, to think too lifr](; (»f these 
distinctions ; wdiile he had at least a suflicient tendency to think 
enough of the p(>wcr and wealth of the Greek empire Avhicli he 
served, — of the dignity inlierent in Alexins Commmus, and wdiicii lie 
was also disi»osed to grant to tlic Grecian officers, who, under tlie 
Emperor, 4-ommamlcd his own corps, and particularly to Acliilles 
Tatius. This man Hereward knew to be a coward, and half-suspected 
to be a villain. Still, however, the follower w'as always the direct 
chamiel tlirough wdiich the Imperial gracofl were conferreil on the 
Varangians in general, as well as upon Hereward himself ; and he 
had alw.'iys the polic}' to represent such favuuirs as being more or 
less indirectly the consequence of his own interccbsion.^ He, was 
,sii]>}>osed vigorously to cspou.se the quarrel of iho Varangians, in ail 
tlui disput<‘s between them and the other corps; he was liberal mai 
open-banded ; gave every soldier his due ; and, baiiUt^ the Iritling 
circ.urn stance of valour, which was not particularly his forte, it Avoukl 
liave been difhcult for these strangers to liave 'demanded a leadei 
more to their wi.slies. Hesides this, onr friend flereward was ad 
mitfed hy liim into his society, attended him, as we have seen, upon 
sccrid cxpcdiiioiis, and .shaved, therefore, deeply, in wh.it may be 
tel iiied by an (^xjiressivo, ihongh vulgar phrase, the sneaking kiiul 
ness entenained for this/:iew Achilles i.»y tlic grea/^er part of hi;- 
myrmidons. 

'J'lieir attacliinont 'might be explained, perhup.">, aa a iildng to fclieii 
eoimuander, as strong as could well exist with a marvellous lack o 
honour and esteem. The scheme, therefore, formml hy Here wan 
to eflVet the deliverance of the Ooimt of Paris, comprehended a; 
much faith to the Emp(3ror, and his representative, tne Acolyte o\ 
F(»llower, i\?, was con sis tent/, .with rendering justice to the injurec 
Frank. 

In furtherance of this plan, he conducted Count Robert from iht 
subterraucau yaulls of the Blaoquernal, of the intricacies of which lu 
was master, having been repeatedly, of late, stationeil sentinel there 
for the purpose of acquiring that knowledge of which Tatius pro 
mised himself the advantage in the ensuing conspiracy. When the^ 
iu® Q open air, and at some di.stance from the gloomy tow^er: 

Paiac(‘, he bluntly asked the Count of Pari.s wliether he knew 
AghlJisfchs the Philosopher. The other answ'ered in the negative. 
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“ >()u i}OW, tSir Kiiig-life, you Imrt yourself In iil, tempting' to 

impu'-Hi upon inc/^ said Heroward. “ You must know him ; for 1 saw 
you dined with him yesterday.” 

*‘01 with that Joai*ned*oid sitid the cniu)t. “I know 

nothing’ of him wortli owning’ or dirfg*ui.sing' to tJiee or any one. A 
wily person he is, half herald and minstrel.” 

“Half procurer and whole knave,” subjoined IIjc Varangian, 
“With the mask of apparent good-humour 'he conceals his pander- 
ing to the viees of olliers; with the specious jargon of philosophy, 
liC has argued himself out of religious belief and moral principle ; 
and, with the appearance of tlie most devoted loyalty, he will, if he 
is not checked in time, eitlier argue his too conliding master out of 
life and empire, or, if he lails in this, reason his simple associates 
into death and misery.” 

And do you know all ilds,” said tJouut Robert, “and permit this 
man to go uuimi)eiiched r ” 

“ 0. content you, sir,*' replied tiie V^rrangiau ; “ I ciiunot vet form 
ii\«y plot which Agelastes may not countenuiiie ; hut the time will 
coluo, nay, it is alniady approaching, when the Kinpen'^’s atUmtioii 
shall i)e irresistibly turned to the conduct of this man, and tlien let 
the philosopher sit fast, or by St Duustaii the barberian overthrows 
him ! 1 would only fain, methinks, save from his clutches a foolish 
friend, who has listened to his (hdusions.” 

“ But what have 1 to do,” said tlie ('‘C ut, “ with this mail;, or witli 
iiis plots r ” 

“Much,” said llcreward, “althoxigh yon know it not. Tiie main 
supporter of this plot is no other than the Caesar, v. ho ought t(> be 
the most faithful of men; but ever since Alexius ha» named a fcsebas- 
tocratnr, an officer that is higher in rank, and nearer to the throne 
than the Cajsar hiniself, so long has Niccphonis Bricunius been dis- 
pleased and dis.satisfied, though for what length of time he has joined 
the schemes of the astueious Agelastes, it is more di then It to say. 
^J'hLs I know, that for uniny nioniljs lie has fed liberall^V; his riches 
enable him to do, tlie vices and proilijMdity of the (Jaisar. ib.* Ijas 
encouraged him to show ilisrespcct to'nis wife, although the Hmpe- 
ror’s daughter ; has ))Ut iibwill between him and the royal family. 
And if BrienniuB bears no longer the fame of a rational man, and 
the renown of a good loadci-, he is dej)rivcd of both by following the 
advice of this artful sycopliaiit.” 

“And what is all this to me?” said the Frank. “ Agelastes may 
hv a true man or a lime- serving slave; his master, Alexius Oomne- 
nns, is not sainuch allied to me or mine that 1 sliould meddle in the 
intrigues of his court.’” 

“You maybe mistaken in that,” said the blunt Varangian ; “if 
these intrigues involve the happiness and virtue — 

“ Death of a thousand martyrs ! ” said the Frank, “ doth paltry in- 
ii igiies and qiiarrels of slaves involve a single thought of suspicion 
of the noble Countess of Paris? The oaths of thy wliole generation 
were ineffcetual to prove but that one of her hairs had changed its 
C'/iour to silver ! ” 

'•* W't^l imagined, gallant knight,” said the Anglo-»Saxon: “ tliou 
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art a husband fitted for the atmospliere of Constanlinoplci wliich 
calls for little vigilance and a strong belief. l"hou wilt find many 
followers and fellows in this court of ours.*' 

“Hark thee, friend/' replied the Frank, “let us have no more 
words, nor walk farther together than just to tlie most solitary nook 
of this bewildered city, and let ua there set to tliat work which we 
left even now iiiifiniyhed.” 

“If thou wort a Duke, Sir Count,” replied the Varangian, “ihoii 
couldat not invito to a combat one who is more rcjidy for it. Yet 
consider the odds on which we figiit. If I fall, my moan is soon 
made; hut will my death set thy wife at liberty if she is m\dor re- 
straint, or restore her honour if it is tarnished?-- Will it do anylhing 
more than rcmpvo from the world the only person wlio is Avilling to 
give thee aid, at his own risk and danger, and who hopes to unite 
thee to thy wife, and replace thee at the liead of thy forces ?” 

“I was wrong,” said the Count of Ihnis; “1 was entirely wrong; 
but b('waro, iny good friinid, how fliou couplest tlie name of ilrcii- 
bilda of Asjii’ainonte with the word of dishonour, and tell me, instead 
of this irritating discourse, whither go wo now r ” 

“To the Cytlierean gardens of Agelastes, from which we are not 
fjir distant,” said the Anglo-Saxon ; “yet he hath a. nearer v/jiy to it 
than that by wliich we now travel, else I should be at a loss to ac- 
count for tlie sljort space in which ho could exchange the cliarms 
of his garden for the glo(»my ruins of the Tcini>lc of Icis, and the 
Imperial palace of the lllac7|ucrnal.” 

“And wherefoi’o, and how long,” said Count Itobert, “dost thou 
conclude that my Countess is dclaincd in tliCvSe gardens?” 

“Ever since yesterda}^,” replied Ilereward. “When both I, and 
several of my companions, at my rcaiiiest, kept close watch upon llie 
Ciesar and your lady, we did iihiinly perceive ])assagcs of fiery admir- 
ation on his part, and anger as it seemed on hers, whieli Agelastes 
being TvJieephorus’s friend, wois likely, as usual, to bring to an end, 
by a senaration of you both fi-om the army of the crusaders, that y<nir 
wife, like many a imitron before, might have the pleasure of taking 
up her residiiiice in the gardens of that worthy sagt ; while you, 
my Lord, might take up your own permanently in the castle of 
Blacquernal.” 

“ Villain ! why didst thou not apprise me of this yesterday ? ” 

^ “A likely tiling,” said JlerewarcV, “that I should feel myself at 
liberty to leave tlie ranks, and make such a communication to a man 
whom, far from a friend, 1 then considered in the liglit of a personal 
enemy ! Methiiiks that, instead of such language as tUis, you should 
be thankful that so many chance circumslaiicos have at length brought 
me to befriend qiid assist you.” 

Count Robert felt tlie truth of what was said, though at the same 
time his fiery temper longed to avenge itseli*, according to its wont, 
upon the party which was nearest at hand. 

^Itttjiow they arrived at what tlie citizens of Constantinople called 
thi? Philosoplio^'fc G ardens. 1 Icrc I Fereward lu'ped to o]>triin en trance, 
for he had gujl^d a knowledge of s(unc part, at h*a.st, of the luivate 
signals of Achffijs and Agelasles, riuce lie hud been i;'tio4<iccd lu 
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tlio ]}ist at lltc niins of tlic Temple of Isis. Tliey had not, indeed, 
idnntted him to their entire secret; yet, contident in Iiis connection 
with the Follower, they had no hesihition in couimunicatine’ to him 
'•iiatcho;-; of;M0wledgo, stich as, coniinitted to a man of shrewd 
tnilural scn!#»||i^ the Anglo-Saxon, could scarce fail, in time and by 
ile<. 7 rcefl, to niapl' him master of the whole. Count Itobert and his 
L‘ompanion stood before an arched door, the only opeiiin^i^ in a high 
wall, and the Anglo-Saxon was about to knock, when, as if the idea 
liad suddenlv struck him, — 

“■\Vhat if the wretch Diogenes opens the gate? We must kill 
liim, (;re he can fly back and betray us. Well, it is a matter of iiecos- 
a'ty, and llie villain has deserved his death by a hiiiulrcd Iiorrid 
Times.” 

“Kill him then, thyself,” retorted Count Robert: “ho is nearer 
Lhy degree ; and assuredly I will not dehle the name of Cliarlcraagne 
with the blood of a black slave.” 

“Nay, Cod-a-mercy !” answered the Anglo-Saxon, “but you must 
bestir yourself in the action, supposing there come rcsciR?, and that 
I be overborne by odds.” 

“Such odds,” said the knight, “will render the action more like a 
or general battle ; and assure yourself, 1 will not be slack when 
I may, with my honour, bo active.” 

“I doubt it not,” said the Varangian ; “hut the distinction seems 
i strange one, that before permitting a man to defend l)iinR(‘lf, or 
innoy his enemy, requires him to demand the j)edigree of )ii.s an- 
;estor.” 

Fear you not, sir,” said Cotmt Robert. “ The strict rule of 
diivalry indeed bears wliat 1 tell thee, but -when the question is, 
l^’ight or not, there is great allowance to bo made for a decision in 
die atlirmntive.” 

“liot im? give tbcm the oxorciscr.s rap,” replied llereward, “and 
.ee what fiend will amiear.” 

So saying, he knocked in apartienhu* manner, and the door opened 
inwards; a dvvarlish negress stood in 'i!^’e gaj) — her white hair con- 
Irasted singularly with her dark complexion, and with the broad 
laughing look peculiar to those slaves. She had something in her 
|)hysiognoniy wliich, severely construed, might argue malice, and a 
lefight in human misery. 

“ Is Agelsstcs ” said the Varangian ; but he had not completed 

lie sentence, when .she answered him, by pointing down a shadowed 
walk. 

The Anglo-f^axon and Frank turned in that direction, when the 
hag rather muttered, tlian said distinctly, “Von are one of the initi- 
ated, Varangian; take lieedwhom you take with you-; when you may 
liardly, peradventure, bo welcomed even going {done.” 

llereward made a sign that he understood her, and they were in- 
4aiitly out of her sight. The path winded beautifully through the 
diadcs of ail Eastern garden, where clumps of flowers and labyrinths 
af floweringVhriibs, and the tall boughs of tlic forest trees, rendered 
even llic breath of noon cool and acceptable. 

“ ller^ we must use our utmost caution,” said llereward, speaking,. 
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hi a low tone of voice; “for hero it w mont likely the tlcer that we 
seek has found its refiig*e- Better allow inc to pass before, since you 
are too deeply ajjitatod to possess the coolness nccessarv for a scout 
Keep concealed beneath yon oak, and let no vain scrpples of honour 
deter you from creeping!? beneath tlio underwood, or beneath the 
earth itself, if you should hear a footfall. If the lovers have agreed, 
Agrelastes, it is probable, walks his round, to prevent intrusion.'^ 

“Death and furies! it cannot be!” exclaimed the fiery Frank. — 
**Lady of the Broken Lances, take thy votary’s life, ere thou torment 
him with this a^ouy ! ” 

^ lie saw, however, the necessity of keeping a strong force upon 
himself, and permitted, without further remonstrance, the Varangian 
to pursue his vVay, looking, howevci*, earnestly after liim. 

By advancing forwai’d a little, he could observe lli'reward draw 
nejir to a pavilion which arose at no great distance from the placti 
wliere they had parted. Here he observed him apply, first his eye, 
and then his car, to one of the casoments, which w^ere in a great 
measure grown over, and excluded from the light, by various 
flowering slirubs. He almost thought he saw a grave interest tak<; 
place in the countenance of the Varangian, and he longed to have 
his share of the infovmaUon which he liad doubtless obtained. 

^ He crept, therof(n'(*, wdth noiseless steps, through the sarno laby- 
rinth of foliage which had covered iiie approaclHis of Herewjird; and 
so silent were his movements, that he touched the .Anglo-Saxon, in 
order to make him aware of his presence, before ho observed his 
approach. 

l-Icro\vard, not aware at first by wdiom he was approached, turned 
on the miruder with a countenance like a burning coal. Seeing, 
how'ever, that it was the Frank, he shrugged his shoulders, as if pity- 
ing the imjjatitaice wdiicli could not be kept under prudent restraint, 
and dnnving himself back allowed the Count the privilege of a peep- 
ing place throngli plinths of the casement, which couid not be dis- 
cerned by the sharpe.st eye fVom the inner .side. The sombre cha- 
racter of the light which ncUctrated into this abode of •pleasure, was 
suited to tliat species of thoug’ht to which a Temple of Cytherea was 
supposed to be dedicated. Fortraits and groups of statuary were 
also jo he scon, in the taste of those which they litul behold at the 
Kiosk or the waterfall, yet something more free in the ideas which 
uioy conveyed than were to he found at their iirst resting-place, 
shortly aft (.'I*, the door of the ])avilion opened, and the Fountc'ss 
entered, followed liy her .ittendant Agatha, The lady^tlirew licrHcir 
on a coucdi a.s she came in, while her attendant, who was a young 
aiul very iiandsomc woman, kept hcr.sclf modestly in the background, 

J ^ hardly to h^4ivStinguisbed. 

^ What dost fJiG Countess, “of so suspicious a 

an enemy as the C-se.sar, as he is 

W|»iuk,'" returned the damsel, “except tliat what 
the old man calUjByin(lshi]> is haired, and what the Ciesar terms a 
patriotic country, which will not permit him to. sot its 

encK^^ g.t is m met too strongan affection for hi: fair captive?” 
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r’or such an ajOTection,” said the Countess, “ he shall have the 
name requital as if it were indeed the hostility of which he would 
gfive it the colour.— My true and noble lord! hadst tliou an id(?a of 
the calamities to whicli they have subiected rrio, how soon wouldst 
thou break throiijoch every restraint to liasten to my relief! 

"Art thou a man,” said Count Robert to his companion; “and 
canst thou advise me to remain still and hear this?” 

"1 am one man,” said the An^^'lo-Saxon ; “you, sir, arc another; 
but all < air arithmetic will not make us more than two ; and in this 
]>l,’ice, it is probable that a wliistle from the Oneaar^ or a scream from 
A^'^ehistesj would bring* a thousand to match us, if we wore as bold 
as ilevis of Ham])ton — Stand still and keep quiet. I counsel this, 
less as respcctiii^^ my own life, which, by embark in J* upon a wild- 
goose chase with so strange a partner, I have shown I put at little 
value, than for tliy safety, and that of the lady thy Countess, who 
shows herself as virtuous as beautiful” 

“ I was imposed on at first,” said the Lady Brenliikla to her attend- 
ant. “Affectation of seyere morals, of deep learning, and of rigid 
rectitude, assumed by this wicked old man, ma.de me believe in part 
the character which ho pretended; but the gloss is rubbed off since 
ho lot mo see into his alliance Avitli the nmvorthv Gaidar, and the 
ngly picture remains in its native loathsomeness. 'Nevertheless, if I 
can, by address or subtlety, deceive this arch -deceiver, — as he has 
talon from me, in a great measure, every otlier kind of assistance, 
—I ^vill not refuse that of craft, which he may find perhaps equal to 
his own,” 

“Hoar you that?’^ said the Varangian to the Count of Paris. 
“Po not let your impatience mar the web of your lady’s priidonco. 

I will weigh a woman’s wit against a man’s valour where there is 
anght t(» do! Ijet us not come in with our assistance until time 
shall show us that it is necessary for her safety and onr suceess.” 

“ Anion,” said the Count of Paris; “but hope not, Sir 8axou, that 
tby prudence shall j)ersuade rae to lea^ this garden witliout taking 
full vongeauiSe on that unworthy Caisar, and the pretended philoso- 
pher, if indeed he turns out to liave assumed a character ” 'Flic 

Count was hero beginning to raise Ids voice, when the 8axon, with- 
out ceremony, placed his hand on his mouth. “Thou lakesfc a 
liberty,” said Count Robert, lowering, however, his tones. 

“Ay, truly,” said Hereward; “when the house is on fire, I do not 
stop to ask whether the water which 1 pour on it be perfumed or no.” 

Tliis rccallfid thebVank to a seusd of bis situation; and if not con- 
tented with the Saxon’s mode of making an apology, he was at least 
silenced. A distant noise was now heard — the Counteas listened, 
and changed colour. “ Agatha,” she said, “ we m e like champions 
in the lists, and here comes the adversary. Let us retreat into this 
side apartment, and so for a while put on an encounter thus alarm- 
ing,” So saying, the two females withdrew into a sort of anteroom, 
wliich opeiTed from tlie principal apartment beliind the seat which 
Rreuliilda had occupied. 

had scarcely disappeared when, m the stage direction has it, 
enter from other side the Csesar and Agelastes. They had per*^ 
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Imps heard tlie last words of Breiiliilda, for the Caesar repeated in a 
low tone— 

“ Milltat omnis attians, habot et sua castm Cupido. 

*‘What, has our fair opponent withdrawn her forces? No matter, 
it shows she tliiiiks of the warfare, though the enemy be not in siglit. 
Well, thou slmlt not have to upbraid me tliis time, Agelastes, with 
precipitating niy amours, and depriving myself of the pleasure of 
pursuit. By Heavens, I will be as regular in my progress as if in 
reality I bore on my shoulders the whole load of years which make 
the difference between us ; for I shrewdly suspect that with thee, old 
man, it is that envious churl Time that hath plucked the wings of 
Onpid.” 

“ 8ay not so, mighty Cffisar,” said the old man; "it is the hand of 
Prudence, which, depriving Cupid’s wing of some wild feathers, 
leaves him still enougli to fly with an equal and steady flight.” 

" Thy flight, however, was less measured, Agolastes, when thou 
didst collect*, that armoury— tlmt magazine of Cupid’s panoply, out 
of which thy kindness permitted me but now to arm myself, or, rather, 
to repair my accoutrements.” 

So saying, he glanced his eye over his own person, blazing with 
gems, and adorned with a chain of gold, bracelets, rings, and other 
orimments, which, Avitb a new and splendid habit, assumed since his 
arrival at these Oytlicreau gardens, tended to set off his very hand- 
some figure. 

" I am glad,” said Agelastes, " if you have found among toys, wdiich 
I now never wear, and seldom made use of even when liE) was young 
with me, anything which may set off your natural advantages. Re- 
member only this sliglit condition, that such of these trifles as have 
made ]iart of your wearing apparel on this distinguished day cannot 
return to a meaner owner, but must of necessity remain the property 
of that greatness of which they liad once formed the ornament.” 

"I cannot consent to this, my worthy friend,” said the Oiesar; "1 
know thou vainest these jew;;ls only in so far as a pbijpsoplier may 
value them— that is, for nothing save the remembrances which attach 
to them. This large seal-ring, for instance, was— I have lieard you 
say — the property of Socrates; if so, you cannot view it save with 
devout thankfulness that your own philosophy lias never been tried 
with the exercise of a Xantippe. These clasps released in older 
times the lovely bosom of Phryue ; and they now belong to one who 
could do better homage to the beauties they concealed or discovered 
than could the cynic Diogenes. These buckles, too — si” 

" I will spare thy ingenuity, good youth,” said Agelastes, some- 
what nettled* # cr, rather, noble Coesar. Keep thy wit— thou wilt 
have amplo occasion for it.” 

> "Fear not me,” faid the Csesar. "Let us proceed since yon will, 
to exercise which we possess, such as they are, either 

natural or bequeathed to us by our dear and respected friend. 
Hah!” he 8aid,..Mie door opening suddenly, and the Countess almost 
meeting hiuj, "our wishes are here anticipated.” 

^ He b§wed accordingly with the deepest d(‘fercnce to the Ladv 
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Brenhilda, who, having: made some alterations to enhance the splen- 
dour of her attire, now moved forward from the withdrawin^-room 
into which she liad retreated. 

“ Hail, noble lady,’’ said the Cffisar, ** whom I have visited with the 
intention of apolog'ising* for detaining: you, in some degrree, agninsut 
your will, in those strange regions in which you unexpectedly liud 
yourself.” 

“ Not in some degree,” answered the lady, “ but entirely contrary 
to rny inclinations, which are, to be with my husband tlie Count of 
Ihiris, and the followers who have taken the cross under his banner.” 

“ Such, doubtless, were your thoughts when you left the land of 
the west,” said Agclastes; “but, fair Countess, have they experienced 
no change? You have left a shore streaming wiUi liuman blood 
when the slightest provocation occurred, and thou hast 4bme to one 
whose principal maxim is to increase tlie sum of human happiness 
by every mode which can be invented. In the west yonder, he or 
she is respected most who can best exercise their tyrannical strength 
in making others miserable, while in these more plaoid realms, we 
reserve our garlands for the ingenious youth, or lovely lady, who can 
best make happy the person whose aftection is fixed upon her.” 

“But, reverend philosopher,” said the Countess, “who labourest so 
artificially in recommending the yoke of pleasure, know tliat you con- 
tradict every notion which I have been taught from my infancy. In 
the land where my nurture lay, so far are we from acknowledging 
yoiir doctrines, that we match not, except like the lion and the lioness, 
when the male has compelled the female to acknowledge his superior 
worth and valour. Such is our rule, that a damsel, even of mean de- 
gree, woirid think herself heinously undermatched, if wedded to a 
gallant wliosc fame in arms was yet unknown.” 

“ But, noble lady,” said the Ofcsar, “ a dying man may then find 
room for some faint hope. Were there but a chance that distinc- 
tion in arms could gain those affections which have been stolen, 
ratlier than fairly conferred, how many are there who w'ould willingly 
enter into the competition where th% prize is so fair! What is the 
enterprise too bold to be uiulertakeii on such a condition! And 
w’herc is the individual whose heart would not feel, that in baring 
his sword for the prize, he made vow never to retum it to the scabbard 
without tlie proud boast, What I have not yet won, I have deserved ! ” 

“ Yon sec, lady,” said Agelastcs, who, apprehending that the last 
speech of the Cscsar liad made some impression, hastened to follow 
it nj) with a suitable observation — “You see that the fire of chivalry 
burns as g^lantly in the bosom of the Grecians as in that of the 
Avestern nations.” 

“Yes,” answered Brenhilda, “and 1 have heard* of the celebrated 
siej^e of Troy, on which occasion a dastardly coward carried off* the 
Avife of a brave man, shunned every proffer of encounter with tlie 
husband whom he had wronged, and finally caused the death of his 
numerous, brothers, the destruction of his native city, with all the 
wealth which it coiitaiiiod, and died himself the death of a pitiful pol- 
troon, hiniented only by his worthless leinan, to show how well the 
rules of chivalry Avere understood by your predecessors.” 



170 


COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS, 


^*La(ly, you mistake,’' said the Cflesm*; *Hlie offences of Paris were 
those of* a dissolute Asiatic ; the courage which avenged them was 
that of the Greek Empire.” 

“You arc learned, sir,” said the lady; '“but think not that I will 
trust your words until you produce before mo a Gr(?cian knight, 
gallant enough to look upon the armed crest of ray husband without 
quaking.” 

“That, methinks, were not extremely difficult,” returned the Cmsnr; 
“ if they have not nattered me, I have myself been thought equal in 
battle to more dangerous men than him who has been strangely 
mated witli the Lady Brenhilda.” 

“ That is soon tried,” answered the Countess. You will hardly, 
[ think, deij^, t‘nat rny hushand, separated from me by some iin- 
worlJiy tricK, is still at thy command, and could bo produced at thy 
pleasure. I will ask no armour for him save wliat he wears, no 
weapon but his good sword Tranchefer; then place him in this 
chamber, or any other lists equally narrow, and if he flinch, or cry 
craven, or renbnn dead under shield, let Brenhilda ho the priKo fif 
the conqueror.— Merciful Heaven!” she concluded, as she sunk 
upon her seat, “ forgive mo for the crime of even imagining such a 
termination, which is equal almost to doubting thine unerring judg- 
ment I ” 

“ Let me, Iiowever,” said the Cmsar, “catch up these precious words 
before they fall to the ground. — Lot me hoj)C that he, to wlioui the 
heavens shall give power and strength to conquer tins highly-es- 
teemed Count of Paris, shall succeed him in the aflcctions of Bron- 
hilda ; and bcli(‘ve ni(‘, the sun plunges not through the sky to liis 
resting-place with the same celerity that 1 shall hasten to the en- 
counter.” 

“ Now, by Heaven I ” .said Count Kobert, in an anxious whisper to 
Hereward, “ it is too mucli to expect me to stand by and hear a con- 
temptible Greek, who durst not .stand even the rattling farewell whioh 
Tranchefer takes of Ills scabbay.d, brave me in my absence, and affc(!fc 
to make love to my ladyy^ar ammrs / And she, too— rricthinks Bren- 
hilda allows more license than she is wont to do to yonder chattering 
popinjay. By the rood ! I will spring into the apartment, front them 
with my personal appearance, and confute yonder braggart in a jnan- 
ner he is like to remember.” 

“Under favour ” said the Varangian, who was the only auditor of 
this violent s])eecii, “you shall be ruled by calm reason while I am 
with you. When we are separated, let the devil of kuigiiit-errantry, 
which has such po-ssession of thee, take thee upon his sliouklcrs, and 
carry thee full tilt jvheresoever he lists.” 

“ Thou art a brute,” said the Count, looking at him with ii con- 
tempt corresponding to the expression he made use of not only 
without liumanity, but without the sense of natural honour or natural 
shame. The niost despicable of animals stands not by tamely and 
seea. another assail his mate. The bull offers his horns to a rival — 
the mastiff uses bis jaw's— and even the timid stag becomes furious, 
and gores ” 
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Because they arc beasta,” said the Varanpriaii/' and their 
tresKcs also creatures without shatne or reason, wlio arc not aware 
of the saiictitv of a choice. But thou, too. Count, canst tlioii not see 
the obvious purpose of this poor lady, forsaken by all the world, to 
keep her faith towards thee, by eluding* the snares with which 
wicked men Imve hcaet lier ? By the souls of my fathers ! my liearfc 
is so much moved by her in^^enuity, mingled as 1 see it is wnth the 
most perfect candour and faith, that I myself, in fault of a better 
champion, would willingly raiib the axe in her behalf ! ** 

“ 1 thank thee, my good friend,” said the Count; “I thank tliee 
as heartily as if it were possible thou shouldst he left to do that good 
office for Brenhilda, tlie beloved of many a noble lord, the rnistresH 
of many a powerful vassal; and, what is more, mticli^iore' than 
thanks, I crave thy pardon for the wrong I did thee but now.” 

“My pardon you cannot need,” said the Varangian; “for I take 
no offence that is not seriously meant. — Stay, they speak again.” 

“ It is strange it should be so,” said the Caesar, as ]^e paced tlie 
a]).‘irtniont ; “ but methinks, nay, I am almost certain, Agelastos, that 
1 hear voices in the vicinity of this apartment of thy privacy.” 

“It is impossible,” said Agelastes; “but I will go and see.” 

Perceiving him to leave the pavilion, the Varangian made the 
Frank sensible tliat they must crouch down among a little thic’ke.t 
of over< 2 iT(HMis, where they lay completely nb.scurcd. The philosophc?' 
made Ins rounds with a heavy step, but a watchful eye ; ami the two 
listoTiors w'ore obliged to observe the strictest silence, without motion 
of any kind, until he hail completed an ineffectual search, ami re- 
tunied into the pavilion. 

“By my fail h, brave man,” said the Count, “ere we return to oiii* 
skm king-place, I must tell thee iii tluiie ear, that never, in my life, 
wa,‘i temptation so strong upon me, as that wliicli prompted me to 
he.it out that old hypocrite’s trains, provided 1 could have reconciled 
it with my homuir ; and heartily do I wish that thou, whoso honour 
no way witijheld fhec, had experienced and given way to some im* 
pulse of a Silnilar nature.” 

“ Such fancies have passed through my head,” said the Varangian* 
“ but 1 will not follow them till they are consistent hotli with our 
own safety, and more particularly witli that of the Countess.” 

“I thank tliiie again for thy good-will to her,” said CouutBobert; 
“and, by Heaven I'if fight we must at length, as it seems likely, I 
will neither grudge thee an honourable antagonist, nor fair (lunrtor 
if the combat, goes .a^*ainst thee.” 

“ Thou hast my thanks,” was the reply of IToreward ; “ only, for 
Heaven’s sake, be silent in this conjuncture, and flo what thou wilt 
afterwards.” 

Before the Varangian and the Count had again resumed their 
posture of listeners, the parties within the pavilion, conceiving them- 
selves uiiwatched, had resumed their conversation, speaking low, yet 
with considerable animation : 

“ It is in vain you would persuade me,” .said the Countess, “ tliat 
you kn<^w not where my husband is, or that you have not the mpst 
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absolute influence over his captivity. Wlio else could liaVc an in- 
terest in banishiug’ or putting: to dentil the iiusband, but he tliet 
affects to admire the wife ? ” 

‘^Yoii do me wrong*, beautiful lad}', answered the Cresar, “and 
forfyet that 1 can in no shane be termed the moving-spring of this 
empire; that ray fathcr-in-law, Alexius, is the Emperor; and that 
the woman who terms herself my wife, is jealous as a fiend can bo 
of my slightest motion, — Wliat possibility was there that I should 
work the captivity of your husband ai^ your own ? The open aflront 
which the Count of I^aris put upon tlie Emperor, w^as one which he 
was likely to avenge, cither by secret guile or by open force. Me it 
no way touched, save as the bumble vassal of tliy charms ; and it was 
by tlie wis^m and the art of the sage Agelastes, that I was able to 
extricate Wie from the gulf in which thou hadst else certainly^ 
perislied. Nay, weep not, lady, for as yet we know not the fate of 
Count Robert ; but, credit me, it is wisdom to choose a better pro- 
tector, and consider him as no more.” 

“ A better <hau him,” said Brenliilda, “ I can never have, were 1 
to choose out of the kniglithood of all the world ! ” 

“This hand,” said tlie Csesar, drawing himself into a martial at- 
titude, “ should decide that question, were the man of whom thou 
thinkest so much yet moving on the face of tliis earth and at liberty.” 

“ Thou art,” said Brenliilda, looking fixedly at him with the Are of 
indignation flashing from every feature—** thou art— but it avails not 
telling thee what is thy real name : believe me, the world shall one 
day ring with it, and be justly sensible of its value. Observe what 1 
am about to say— Robert of Paris is gone— or captive, 1 know not 
wliere. Ho cannot fight the match of which thou seemest so desirous 
“ but here stands Brenliilda, born heiress of Aspramonte, by marriage 
the wedded wife of the good Count of Paris. She was never matclied 
in the lists by mortal man, except the valiant Count, and since thou 
art so grieved that thou^ canst not meet lier liusbaiid in battle, thou 
oanst not surely object, if she is willing to meet tlice in his stead I ” 

**lIow, madam? ” said the 'Caesar, astonished ; *‘do ^ou propose 
yourself to hold tlie lists against me?” 

‘‘Against you!” said the Countess; *•' against all the Grecian 
empire, if they sliall affirm that Robert of Paris is justly used and 
lawfully confined.” 

“ And arc, tlic conditions,” said the Cresar, “the same as if Count 
Robert himself held the lists ? Tlie vampiished must then be at the 
pleasure of the conqueror for good or evil.” 

“It would seem so,” said the Countess, “nor do T refuse the 
hazard; only, that if the other champion shall bite the dust, the 
noble Count Robert shall be set at liberty, and permitted to depart 
with all suitable honourt.” 

“ This I refuse not,” Had the Caesar, ** provided it is in my power.” 

A deep growling sound, like that of a modern gong, here inter- 
rupted the conference 
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CHAPTEii XIX. 

The Varangian and Count llo’ocrt, at every risk of discovery, had 
remained ho near as fully to conjecture, though they could not ex- 
pressly overhear, the purport of the conversation. 

“ lie has accepted her cliallenge ? said the Count of Paris. 

“ And w’itli apparent willingness,” said Ilereward. 

“ O, doubtless, doubtless,” answered the Crusader; “ hut lie knows 
not the skill in war whicli a woman mav attain ; for my part, God 
knows I liavo enough depending noon the issue of this contest, 3 ’et 
such is iny confidence, tliat I would to God 1 had Aior^ 1 vow to 
our Lady of the llrokcn Lances, that I desire every furrow of land I 
possess— every honour which 1 can call my own, from the Coimtslu’p 
of Paris, down to the leather that hinds my spur, were dependent 
and at issue upon this fair field, between your Ca^sarj as men term 
him, and lircnnilda of Aspramonte.” 

“ It is a noble confidence,” said the Varangian, “ nor durst I say it 
is a rash one; only I cannot but remember that the Cajsar is a strong 
man as well as a handsome, expert in the use of arms, and, above 
all, less strictly bound tlian you esteem yourself by the rules of hon- 
our. There are many ways in which advantage may he given and 
taken, which will not, in the Cresar’s estimation, alter the character" 
of the field from an equal one, although it might do so in the opinion 
of the cliivalrous Count of Paris, or even in that of the poor Varan- 
gian. ]5ut first let mo conduct you to some place of safety, for your 
escape must be soon, if it is not already, detected. The sounds 
which we heard intimate that some of his confederate plotters have 
visit i‘d the garden on other than love aftairs. I will guide thee to 
another avenuo than that by which we entered. But you would 
hnrdl.v, I supiioso, be i)leascd to adopt the wisest alternative ? ” 

And wliat ir.ay that be ? ".said the Count. 

“To give, thy purse, though it were thine all, to some poor ferry- 
man to waft thee over the Hellespont, then hasten to carry thy com- 
plaint to Godfrey of Bouillon, and what friends thou mayst have 
among thy brethren cru<aders, and determine as thou easily canst, 
oil a siitficicnt number of them to come hack xiud memico the city 
with instant war, unless the Emperor should deliver up thy lad)*’, 
most unfairly made prisoner, and prevent, by his authority, tliia 
absurd and unnatural combat.” 

“ And would you have me, then,” said Count Ilobcrt, “ move the 
crusaders to break a fairly appointed field of battle ? l3c) you think 
that Godfrey of Bouillon would turn back upon his pilgrimage for 
such an unworthy pnriiosc ; or that the Countess of Paris would ac- 
cept as a service, means of safety which would stain her honour for 
ever, by breaking an ajipointmeiit solemnly made on her own cliab 
longe?- Never I” 

“ My jiidgnieiit is tl)<ui at fault,” s.iid the Varangian, “for I -cc 1 
Din hammer out no c.vpcdieiii which is not, in Hoine extravagant 
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maimer or another, controlled hy your foolinh notiom^. Here i.; a 
man who ha.s been trap]>e<l into the power of liis enemy, that he 
might not interfere to ])reverit a base stratagem upon Ijis lady, in- 
volving both luir life and Jionour; yet he thinks it a matter of neces- 
sity that ho keeps failli as precisely with tliesc midnight poisoners, 
as he would had it been pledged to the most Jionourablc men ?" 

‘^Tiioii Hayst a ]>ainfnl truth," said Count Kobert: but my word 
is the emblem of my faith ; and if 1 i>aRS it to a uisliouonrable or 
laithloHs foe, it is imprudently done on my part; but if I break it, 
being onc e pledged, it is a dialionourable actioji, and the disgrace 
can never be Avashed from my sliield." 

J'lo you mean, then," said the Varangian, ‘Ho snirea- your wdfe's 
lionoiir to remain pledged as it at presemt is, on the event of an uii- 
C(|ual ccjinbat?" 

“ Cod ami tlie saints pardon thee sucli a thought!" said the Count 
of Vai-is. “ J will go to see this combat with a heart iis firm, if not 
as ligld, as any time I ever saw sjiears splintered. If by the inlln- 
cnee of .any acciident or trcacbery,~--for fairly, and with such an 
aiilagonist/l^renhikhi of Aspramoiite cannot ])(‘ overthrown,-! step 
in!o the lists, proclaim the Cinsar as he is - n villain — show the false- 
hood of Ills conduct from beginning to end, — ap])eal to every noldc 
lioavt that hears me, and then —Cod show the right 1" ^ 

IlereAvard ])aused, and shook his head. “All this,” he said, 
might bo feasible enough, provided the combat were to be fought, 
in th<^ prc^sence of your own countrymen, or even, by the muss! if 
the Varangians were to be guards of the lists. But tremdiery of 
every kind is so familiar to the Greeks, that 1 question if they would 
view Xhe conduct of their Cio.sar, as anything else than a pardonahlo 
and natural straiagein of Dan Oujiid, to be smiled at, I’niher than 
subjected to disgrace or punishment." 

“ A nation," said Count K-obert, “wdio could smile at. siadi a je.st, 
may Heaven refuse them sjunpatby at their utmost need, when l)u-ir 
sword is broken in their liaud, and their wives and daughters shriek- 
ing in the lahmtle.ss gra.^p of a barbarous enemy! " 
ilcreward looked upon Ills t^oinpanion, wliose ilushcd cheeks and 
sparkling eyes boro witness to hia enthusiasm. 

“ 1 see," iio said, “you are resolved, and I know that your resolu- 
tion can in justice be called by^ no other name than an act of heroic 
folly — What tlien ? it is long since life has been bitter to tlic Vanin- 
giau exile. Morn has raised him from a joyless ])c(h which night 
has seen him lie dowm upon, wearied with wielding a mercenary 
w'capfm in the wars of strangers. He ha.s longed to lay dowm his 
life 111 an honourable cause, and this is one in which tke cxtremiiy 
and very essenco of honour is implicated. It tallies also with my 
scheino of saving, the Emperor, which will bo greatly facilitated by 
th(^ downfall of his 'Ungrateful son-iii-law." Then addressing him- 
,self to the Count, he continued, “Well, Sir Count, as thou art the 
person principally concerned, I am willing to yield to thy n^asiining 
m tills ajfuir; but 1 hope you will permit me to mingle with your 
resolution some advices of a more everyday and less tanlustic 
nature. For example, tliy escape from the dungeons of the ihuc- 
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queinuil must soon be generally known, lu prudence, indeed, I my- 
t^elf must be the fii-vSt to communicate it, since otlicrvvise the Husni- 
cion will fall on me — Where do you think of conceiiling yourself ? 
lor assuredly tlio search will be close and general.'’ 

“ For that,” said the Count of Taris, ‘*1 must be iiidobtod to thy 
suggestion, with thanks for every lie which thou hiidest thyself 
obligi^d to make, to contrive, and produce in my behalf, entreating 
thee only to render them us few as possible, they being a coin which 
I myself never fabricate.” 

“ Sir knight,” answered Ilereward, “let me begin first by saying 
that no knight that ever belted sword is more a slave to trutii, when 
truth is observed towards him, than the poor soldier who talks to 
thee^; but when the game depends not upon fair play, but iqmu 
lulling men’s cautiousness asleep by falsehood, anc^ drugging their 
senses by opiate draughts, they who would scruple at no means of 
deceiving me, can hardly expect that 1, who am paid in slicii base 
money, slionld ]>ass nothing on my part hut what is la\yl'ul and 
genuine. hV>r ih(i present thou must remain concealed within my 
poor apartment, in the barracks of the Varangians- which is the 
last place where they will think of se(‘king for thee. l\ike tin my 
upper clojik, and follow me ; and now that we are about to leave these 
gardens, thou muyst follow me unsuspected as a sentinel attending 
his olUcer ; foi*, take it along with you, noble Count, that wc Varan- 
gians arc a sort of ])erBons upon wlnmi the (Iretdcs care not to look 
very long or fixed ly.” 

'I'Jiey now readied (lie gate where they had h(?eii admitted by the 
negress, and llcrew^ard, who was intrusted with th<^ j)o\ver, it sv^eius,^ 
of lotting liimself out of the philosopher’s premises, tlioiigh not of 
entering witliont assistance from the portress, took out a. ki^y which 
Uirnod the lock on the garden side, so that tiicy soon ffaind tliem- 
selves at libcu’ty. ’riioy then proce(‘dcd ]>y b>}>a{lis through the 
city, Ilereward leading the way, and the Count following, witliout 
speech or remonstvatict^, until they stood h(‘forc tlie lainal of the 
lurnieks (»f tlie Varangians. 

“Ivlakt; haste,” said the sentinel wJio was on duty, “dinner is al- 
ready hegifn.” The couimunication sounded joyfully in tlie cars 
of lieroward, who W’as much afraid that his companion might hiuc 
l)een stopt and examined. By a side passage ho readied liis own 
quarters, and introduced the Count into a small room, ilie sleeping 
chamber of his squire, where be apologised for leaving him for 
some time ; and, going out, locked the door, for j’ear, as he said, of 
intrusion. 

The derntm of suspicion was not very likely to mole.'.t a mind so 
frankly constituted as that of Count Robex-t, and yet the last action 
of Hereward did not fail to occasion some painful, reflections. 

“ This man,” he said, “ had needs be true, for 1 have reposed in 
liim a mighty trust, which few hirelings in his situation would bon- 
ourubly discharge. What is to prevent him to report to the prin- 
cipal officer of his watch tliat the Frank prisoner, Robert Count of 
Paris, whose wife stands engaged for so desperate a combat with the 
Cfissar, has esca])od, indeed, this morning, from the prisons (T the 
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Blacqiicriinlj but lias Buffered himself to be trepanned at noon, and 
is again a captive in the barracks of the Varangian Guard? — what 
means of defence are mine wore I discovered to these mercenaries ? 
— What man could do, by the liivour of our Lady of the Broken 
Lances, 1 have not failed to achieve. I have slain a tig’cr in single 
combat — I have killed one warder, and conquered tlie desjierate and 
gigantic creature by whom ho was sup]>ortcd. 1 have had terms 
enough at command to bring over this Varangian to my side, in np- 

f earance at least; yet all this does not encourage me to hope that 
could long keep at bay ten or a dozen sneb "men as these boef- 
fed knaves appear to be, led in upon me by a fellow of tliewos 
nud sinews such as those of my late companion.- “Yet for shame, 
liobcrt ! such thoughts are unworthy a dcsccmlaiit of GhJirle- 
magno. WheiKwcrt thou wont so curiously to count thine enemies, 
Hiul when wort tlioii wont to be snspicious, since he, whose bosom 
may truly boast itself incapable of fraud, ought in honesty to be the 
last to expect it in another? The Varangian’s look is open, his 
coolness in danger ivS striking, his speech is more frank and ready 
than ever Wi^ that of a traitor. If lie is false, there is no faitli in 
the hand (^f nature, for truth, sincerity^ and courage are written 
upon his forehead.” 

While Count Uohort was thus reflecting upon his condition, and 
combating the thick-coming doubts and suspicions wliicli its uncer- 
tainties gave rist^ to, he began to be sensible that ho liad not eaten 
for manv hours ; and amidst many doubts and fears of a more heroic 
nature, he half entertained a lurking .suspicion, that they ineaiit to 
let hunger undermine his strength before they adventured into the 
ajiartmcnt fe) deal with him. 

Wo shall he.st see how far the.se doubts were deserved by 1 lereward, 
or how far they ^\ere unjust, by following his course after ho left his 
barrack-room. Snatching a inorsel of dinner, which he eat witii an 
affectation of great hunger, but, in fact, that his attention to lii.s food 
iniglit be a pretence for dispensing with disagreeable (jueslions, or 
with conversation of any kind, he pleaded duty, and immediately 
leaving his comrades, directedMas course to the lodging:^ of Achilles 
Tatius, which were a jiart of the same building. A Syrian slave, who 
opened the door, after a deep reverence to Ilereward, wliorn he knev/ 
as a flxvonritc attendant of the Acolyte, said to him that his master 
was gone forth, hut had desired him to aay, that if ho wished lo see 
him, ho would find him at the Philo.soplier’s Gardens, so called, as 
belonging to tlie sage Agela.stes. 

Ilereward turned about and availing him.self of liis know- 

ledge of Constantinople to thread its streets in the shortt^st time pos- 
sible, at length stood alone before the door in tlie garden-wall, at 
which he and the* Count of l^aris had ])rev'iously been adniilted in 
the earlier part of tlie day. The same negress appeared at the same 
private signal, and when he a.skod for Achilles Talius, she replied, 
with somci^harpness, Since you were here tliia morning, I marvel 
you did not meet him, or that, having bnsines.s witli him, you did not 
,«fcay till he arrived. Sure I am, that not long- after you entered the 
garden the Acolyte was inquiring for you.’’ 
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** It skills not, old woman, said the Varangrlon ; I commiK^i^lii 
the reason of my motions ^ my commander, but not to thee/^ HP 
entered the garden accordingly, and avoiding the twiliglit path 
led to the Bower of Love, ^o was tlie pavilion named in which 
had overheard the dialogue Ijetween the Csesar and the Countess of $ 
Paris,— he arrived before a simple garden-hdUse, whoso humble and ( 
modest front seemed to announce thatit was the abode of philosophy 
and learning. Here, passing before the windows, he made some 
little noise, expecting to attract the attention either of Acliilles Tatius 
or Jiis accomplice Agekstes, as chance should determine. It was the 
first who heard, and who replied. The door opened ^ a lofty plume 
btooped itself, that its owner might cross the threshold, and the stately . 
form of AchiUes Tntius entei-ed the gardens. “ Whaifc now,'’ he said^ 

“ our trusty sentinel ? what hast thou, at tins time of day, come to- 
report to us ? Thou art our good friend, and highly esteemed soL 
dier, and well we wot thine cn^d must be of importance, since thou 
hast brought it tliyself, and at an hour so unusual.” 

Pray Iloaveu,^’ said Hcreward, tliat the nows I have brought 
deserve a welcome ” 

“ Speak them instantly, said the Acolyte, good or bad ; thou 
speakest to a man to whom fear is unknown.” But his eye, which 
quailed as ho looked on the soldier— his colour, which wont and came 
— his hands, which busied themselves in an uncertain manner in ad- 
justing the belt of his sword, — all argued a state of mind very differ- 
eut from that which lus tone of defiance would fain have implied. 

“ Courage,” he said, “my trusty soldier! speak the news to me. I can 
bear the worst thou hast tofell.” 

“In a word, then,” said the Varangian, “your Valour directed mO 
this morning to play the oflioa of master of the rounds upon those dim- 
g(*o»s of tlio Blaoquernal palace, wfaein lost night the boisterous Count 
llohoit of Paris was inciiicerated- ” 

“ I remember well,” said Acliilles Tatius. — “ What iheu?” 

“ As I reposed me,” said Ilerewurd, “ in an apiu’tmciit above the 
vaults, 1 heard cries from beneath, of a hind which attracted my atten- 
tion. 1 hasfhned to examine, and my surprise was ox!reme, when 
looking down into the dungeon, though I could soc notluug distinctly, 
yet, by the wailing and whimpering sounds, I couoeivod that llio Man 
of the Fore-st, the animal called fylvan, whom our soldiers have so 
far indoctrinated in om* baxon tpngue as to make him useful in the 
wards of the prison, was bemoaning himself on account of bome vio- 
lent injury. JDcsceuding with a torch, I found the bed on which 
the prisoner diad been let down burnt to cinders; the tiger which 
had been chained within a spring of it, with its skull broken^o pieces ; 
the creature called Sylvan prostrate, and writhing pnder gteat pain 
and terror, and no prisoner whatever in tho dungeon. 1 here were 
marks that all the idstenings bad been withdrawn by a Mytilenian 
soldier, companion of my watoli, when he visited the dungeon at the 
usual hour ; and as, in my anxious search, I at length fimnd his dead 
body, ^aiu Apparently by a stab in the throat. 1 was obliged to believe 
that while 1 was examining the cell, he, this Count Kobert, with 
whose daring life the adventure is weU consistent, had escaped to 
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uppef air, % means, doubtless, of the ladder and trap-door by which 
I had descended/^ 

** And wherefore didst thou not instantly call treason, and raise 
the hue and cry ? ” demanded the Acolyte. 

‘*^1 dared not Venture to do so/' replied the Varangian, till I had 
instructions from your Valour. The alarming cry of treason, and the 
various rumours likely at this moment to ensue, mi^jht have involved 
a search so close, as perchance would have discovered matters in 
which the Acolyte himself would have been rendered subject to sus- 
picion.” 

“ Thou art ri^ht.” said Achilles Tatius, in a whisper ; and yet it 
will be necessary tliat we do not pretend any longer to conceal the 
flight of this important pisoner, if wc would not pass for being liis 
accomplices. Where thinkest thou this unhappy fugitive can have 
taken refuge ? ” 

Tliat I was in hopes of learning from your Valour’s greater wis- 
dom,” said lloreward. 

Thinkest thou not,” said Achilles, “ that he may have crossed 
the Hellespont, in order to rejoin his own countrymen and ad- 
herents ? ” 

“ Jt is much to be dreaded,” said Xicreward. “ Undoubtedly, if 
the (k)unt listened to the advice of any one who knew the face of 
the country, .such would be tlic very counsel he would receive.” 

“ The danger, then, of his return at the head of a vengeful body 
of Franks,” said the Acolyte, “ is not so immediate as 1 appre- 
Ijcmleil at first, Ibr the Emperor gave poMtivo orders that the boats 
and galleys wliich yesterday transported the crusaders to the shores 
of Asia, should recross the strait, and bring back no single one of 
them from the step upon their journey on wliich he had so far fur- 
thered them. — Besides, they all, — ^their leaders, that is to say, — 
made tbeir vows before crossing, that they would not turn back so 
much as a foot’s pace, now that they had sot actually forth on tlie 
road to Falestiuc. 

“ kSo, tlicTefore,” said Hercwai'd, “one of tvro propositions is iiu- 
qiiebtionable ; cither Count Bobert is on the eastern side of tlie 
strait, ii.'uiiig no means of rctuniing with his brethren to avenge 
the usage he has received, and may therefore be securely set at de- 
fiance,— -or else he lurks somewhere in Constantinople, without a 
friend or ally 1o take his part, or encourage him openly to state his 
supposed wTongs; — in cither case, there can, 1 think, be no tact in 
conveying to the palace the news that he has freed hjraself, since it 
would pnhf alarm the Court, and afford the Emperor ground for 
many, M^icions. But it is not for an ignorant bm^barian like me 
tp prescribe a course of conduct to your valour and wisdom, and 
noi^tninka the sage Agclastes were a fitter counsellor than such as 
I am.” 

“ No, no, no,” said the Aco^te, in a hurried whisper ; “ the philo- 
j^pher and I are right good friends, sworn good friends, very espe- 
cially bound together ; but should it come to this, that one of us 
must needs throw before the footstool of the Emperor the head of 
the other-, I think thou wouldst not advise that I, whoso hairs 
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have Dot a trace of silver, sliould be the last hi Diakin^i^ the ofifer- 
in^; wherefore, we will say Dotliiiig* of this mishap, hut give thec^ 
Ml power and the higfhest charg-e to seek for Count Hoherfe or 
Paris, be he dead or alive, to secure him witliin the (luug’cons sefe 
apart for tlio discipline of our own corps, and when thou hast done 
so, to bring* me notice. 1 may make him my friend iu many ways^ 
by extricating* his wife from dangler by tlic axes of my Varau-J 
gfians. What is there in this metropolis that they have to oppose' 
tJiem ? ” 

'‘When raised in a just cause,” answered Ileroward, “notliingf.” 

“Uah!— sayst thou?” said the Acolyte; "how meanest thou by 
tl»at ?— but I know— Thou art scrupulous about ha'^ting* the just andJ 
lawful command of thy officer in every action in which thou art on- . 
g*agcd, and, thinking* in that dutiful and soldierlike manner, it is my 
duty as thine Acolyte to see thy scruples satisfied. A warrant shaft 
thou have, with fiill powx'rs, to seek for and imprison this foreign 
Count of whom wo have been speaking — And, liark thee, my excel- 
lent friend,” lie continued, with some liesitafcion, “I think thou hadst 
better begone, and begin, or rather continue tliy search. It is unne- 
cessary to inform our friend Agclastes of what has happened, until 
his iulvi<Sa be more needful than aa yet it is on the occasion, tfome 
— liome to the barracks; 1 will account to him for thy appearance 
liere, if ho be curious on the subject, wliich, as a suspicious old man, 
he is likely to be. Co to the barracks, and act as if thou luuist a 
warrant in every respect full and ample. I will provide thee with 
one when I come back to my quarters.” 

The Varangian turned luistily homewards. 

"Now, is it not,” he said, "a strange thing, and enough to make 
a man a rogue for life--to observe how the devil encourages young 
beginners in falscdiood ! I have told a greater lic—at least I have 
suppressed more truth — tliau on any occasion before in my whole 
life — and what is the conscq^uence ? Why, my commander throws 
almost at my head a warrant sufficient to guarantee and protect me 
in all 1 havo’ dune, or propose to do ! If tlie foul fiend were thus 
regular in protecting his votaries, raethink.s they would have little 
rcfujou to complain of him, or better men to bo astonislicd at their 
nn. dier. But a time come.s, they say% when he seidotn fails to de- 
sert them. Therefore, get thee behind me, Satan ! If 1 have seemed 
1o he thy servant for a short time, it is but with an honest and 
Christian purpose.” 

As he entoytained these thoughts, he looked back upon the patb^ ', 
and was startled at an apparition of a creature of a much greater' 
size, and a stranger sliape than human, covered, .ail but the face, 
with a reddish“dun fur ; his expression an ugly and yot a sad melan- 
choly ; a cloth was wrapt round one hand, and an air of pain and 
languor bespoke suffering from a wound. So much was Hereward 
preoccupied with his own reflections that at first he thought his^ 
imagination had actually raised the devil ; but after a sudden start^ 
of surprise, he recognised his acquaintance Sylvan. "Ilahl old 
friend, he said, "I am happy thou hast made thy escape tO'^ 
place where thou wilt find plenty of fruit to sup port thoe. Take 
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my advice— ‘keep out of the way of discovery— keep iby friend's 
counsel. ^ ’ 

The Man of the Wood uttered a chattering noise in return to this 
address. 

I understand thee,” said Hcreward, “ thou wilt tell no talcs, thou 
sayest ; and faith I will trust thee rather than tlie better part of my 
own two'leffged race, who are eternally circumventing* or murder- 
ing* each other.” 

A minute after the creature was out of sight Hereward heard the 
shriek of a female, and a voice which cried for help. The accents 
must have been uncommonly interesting to the Varangian, since, 
forgetting his own dangerous situation, he iramedialely turned luid 
flew to the suppfiant’s assistance. 


CHAPTER XX. 

Slie com PS ! slio comes ! in all the charms of youth, 

Uuoquull’d love, and unsuspected truth 1 

Hereward was not long in tracing the cry througli the wooded 
walks, when a female rushed into his arms, akrnied, as it appeared, 
by Sylvan, who was pursuing her closely. The figure of Hereward, 
with his axe uplifted, put an instant stop to his career, and, with a 
terrified note of his native cries, he withdrew into the thickest of the 
adioining foliage. 

Relieved from his presence, Hereward had time to look at the 
female whom he had succoured: She was arrayed in a dress which 
consisted of several colours, that which predominated being a pale 
yellow; her tunic was of this colour, and, like a modern gown, was 
closely fitted to the body, whydi, in the present case, was that of a 
tall, hut very well-formed person. The mantle, or upper garment, 
in which the whole figure was wrapped, was of fine cloth ; and the 
kind of hood which wm attached to it having flown hack with the 
rapiditjr of her motion, gave to view the hair, beautifully adoimed 
and twisted into a natural head-dress. Beneath this natural hcad- 

f ear apj)eared a face pale as death, from a sense of the supposed 
anger, hut which preserved, even amidst its terrors, au exquisite 
degree of beauty. 

Hereward was tliuudorstruek at this apparition, l^lic dress was 
neither Grecian, Italian, nor of the costume of the Franks; — it was 
conncct'ed by a thousand tender romcrabranccs with llcre- 
ward’s childhood an^ circumstance was most extra- 

ordinary. 8axon woliaegiPadecd, there were in Constantinople, who 
bad united their fortui® with those of the Varangians ; ai)d those 
.^ften chose to wear national dress in the city, because the 
character and conduc|TO their husbands secured them a degree of 
respect which they mipit not have met with either as Grecian or us 
stfangcr females of a^limilar rank. But almost all these were per- 
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sonally known to Hereward. It was no time, however, for reverie 
he was himself in danger — the situation of the young female mJgl 
be no safe one. In every case it was judicious to quit the mor 
public part of the gardens; he therefore lost not a moment in eor 
veyiiig the fainting Saxon to a retreat he fortunately was acqiiainte 
with. A covered path, obscured by vegetation, led through a specie 
of labyrinth to an artificial cave, at the bottom of which, haJf-pave- 
with shells, moss, and spar, lay the gigantic and half recumben 
statue of a river deity, with its usual attributes—that is, its fron 
crowned with water-lilies and sedges, and its ample hand half-restin‘ 
upon an empty urn. The attituoe of the w'hole figure correspoiide* 
with the motto— I fir, rep — awake me not.” 

Accursed relic of paganism,” said Hereward^ who was, in pro 
portion to liis light, a zealous Christian— ‘‘bni I iSli stock or ston- 
that thou art! I will wake thee with a vengeance.” So saying, In 
struck the head of the slumbering deity witli his battle-axe, and (k 
ranged tlie play of the fountain so much that the water began it 
pour into the basin. ^ 

‘'Thou art a good block, nevertheless,” said the Varangian, “t* 
send succour so needful to the aid of my poor countrywoman. Tho« 
sbalt give her also, witli tliy leave, a portion of thy couch.” So say 
ing, he arranged his fair burden, who was as yet insensible, upon tin 
pedestal where the figure of the River God reclined. In doing this 
liis attention was recalled to her flice, and again and again he waf 
thrilled with an emotion of hope, but so excessively like fear tha 
it could only be compared to the flickering of a torch, unccrtaii 
w'hether it is to light up or he instantly extinguished. With a sor= 
of mechanical attention, lie continued to make such offorLs as 
could to recall the intellect of the beautiful creature before him 
Ilis feelings were those of the astronomical sage to whom the ris< 
of the moon slowly restores^ the contemplation of that heaven whicl 
is at once, as a Christian, his hope of felicity, and, as a philosoplier 
llie source of his knowledge. The blood returned to her cheek, am 
reanimution, and even recollection, 400k place in her earlier Ilian ir 
the astoiiifilied Varangian. 

“Blessed Mary!” she said, “have I indeed tasted the last bittei 
enp, and is it here where thou reunitest thy votaries after death !- 
Speak, Ilereward! — if thou art aught but an empty creature of tin 
imagination ! — speak, and tell me ij I have but dreamed of that mon 
strous ogre ! ” ' ’ ^ 

“Collect thyself, my beloved said the Anglo-Saxon, re 

called by tj^ie sound of her voice; f and prepare to endure what thou 
livest to witness, and thy Herewafd survives to tell. That ludeoue 
tiling exists — nay, do not start, and look for a hiding-place — thy own 
gentle hand wi(h a riding-rod is sufficient to tamA its courage. And 
am 1 not here, Bertha? Wouldst thou wish another safeguard ?” 

“ No — no,” exclaimed she, sc*izing on the arm of her recovered 
lover. “ Do I not know you now ? ” 

“ And is it but now you know me, Bertha ?” said Ilereward. 

‘-1 suspected before,” she said, casting down her eyes; “but I 
know ^Yith certainty that mark of the boar's tusk.” 
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The torch of the Saxon Cnpid shone for some years as brilliant as ^ 
when it was first lig’hted. The time, however, came when they were ' 
to be tried by adversity, thoug-h undeserved by the perfidy of either. 
Years had gone past, and Hereward had to count with anxiety how 
many months and weeks were to separate him from the bride, who 
was ‘beginning already by degrees to shrink less shyly from the ex- 
pressions and caresses* of one who was soon to term her all his own. 
William Rufus, however, had formed apian of totally extirpating tho 
Foresters, whose implacable hatred, and restless love of freedom, 
had so often disturbed the quiet of his kingdom, and despised his 
forest laws. He assembled bis Noi*man forces, and united to them 
a body of Saxons who had submitted to his rule. lie thus brought 
an overpowering force upon the bands of Walibeoff and Engelrcd, 
who found no resource but to throw the females of their tribe, and 
such as could not bear arms, into a convent dedicated to St Augustin, 
of which Kenelm their relation was prior, and then turning to the 
battle, vindicated their ancient valour by fighting it to the last. Both 
the rmfortn^iate chiefs remained dead on tho field, and Hereward 
and his brother had well-nigh shared their fiite; but some Saxon 
inhabitants of the neighbourhood, who adventured on the field of 
bailie, which the victors had left bare of everything save the booty 
of the kites and the ravens, found the bodies of the youths still retain- 
ing life. As tliey were generally well known and much beloved by 
these people, Hereward and liia brother were taken care of till their 
wounds began to close, and their strength returned, Hereward 
then hoard the doleful news of the death of his fatlier and Engelred. 
His next inquiry was oonccruin;g his betrothed bride and her mother. 
The poor inhabitants could give him little information. Some of 
the females who had taken refuge in the convent, the Norman 
knights and nobles bad seized upon as their slaves, and the rest, willi 
the monks who had harboured them, were turned adrift, and their 
place of retreat was completely sacked and burnt to the ground. 

Half-dead himself at hearing these tidings, Hereward sallied out, 
and at every risk of death, fo|; the Saxon Foresters were treated as 
outlaws, commenced inquiries after those so dear to hin\ He asked 
concerning the particular fate of Bertha and her mother, among tlio 
miserable creatures who yot bovere<l about the neighbourhood of 
the convent, like a few balf-scurched bees about their smothered 
hive. But, in the magnitude of their own terrors, none had retained 
eyi's for their neighbours, and all that they could say was, that the 
wife and daughter of JCngelred were certainly lost ; and their imagi- 
nations suggested so many heart-rending details to this conclusion, 
that Hereward gave up all thoughts of further researelics, likely to 
terminate so uselessly and so horribly. 

The young Shxon had been all his life bred up in a patriotic 
hatred to the Normans, who did not, it was likely, become dearer to 
his thoughts in consequence of this victory. He dreamed at first of 
crossing the Strait, to make war against the hated enemy in their 
own country; but an idea so extravagant did not long retain posses- 
of his mind. His fate was decided by his encountering an aged 
J)palmej^who knew, or pretended to have known, hia father, and to be 
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fi, native of Kngflaiul. This man was a disguised V arangian, selected 
for the purpose, possessed of art and dexterity, and well provided 
with money. He had little difficulty in persuading Ilereward, in the 
hopeless desolation of his condition, to join the Varangian Guard, 
at this moment at war with the Normans, under which name it suited 
llerew’arcr.s prepossessions to represent the Emperor’s wavs witli 
Hobert Guiscard, his son liohemond, and oilier adventurers, in Italy, 
Greece, or Sicily. A journey to the East also inferred a pilgrimage, 
and ^ave the unfortunate ilereward the chance of purenasing par- 
don for his sins by visiting the Holy Land. In gaining Ilereward, 
tlie recruiter also secured the services of his elder brother, who liad 
vowed not to sejiarate from liiin. 

The liigh cliaructcr of both brothers for courage, induced this wily 
agent to consider tlicni as a great prize, and it was from the memo- 
randa resjiecting the history and character of those wliom lie re- 
cruited, in w'liicli file elder had been unreservedly communicative, 
that Agelastes picked up the information respecting Ilereward ’s 
family and circumstances, which, at their first secret uitcrview, he 
nnide use of to impress upon the Varangian the idea of liis superna- 
tural knowledge. Several of his companions in arms w'ere thus 
gained over; for it wdll easily be guessed, that these memorials were 
intrusted to the keeping of Achilles Tatius, and he, to further their 
joint purposes, imparled them to Agclastcs, wdio thus obtained a 
general credit for suneruatural knowledge among these ignorant 
men. But llereward^a blunt faith and honesty enabled him to shun 
the snare, 

Snell being the fortunes of Ilereward, those of Bertha formed the 
subject of a broken and passionate communication between the 
lovers, broken like an April day, and mingled with many a tender 
caress, sneb as modesty permits to lovers wlien they meet again iin- 
exiicctcdly after a sojiaration which threatened to be eternal, Buf 
Ihe story ill ay be coinpreheiided in few words. Amid ibo general 
sack of the monastery, an old Norman knight seized upon Bertha 
as his ])riz(‘. Hlruek witli her beantj'^^ he designed her as an attend- 
ant upon hii? daughter, iust then conic out of the years of childhood, 
and tiie very apple of her father’s e.ye, being the only child of his 
beloved Countess, and sent late in life to bless their marriage bed. 
It was in the order of things that the Lady of Aspramoiite, who whs 
considerably younger than the knight, should govern her husband, 
and that Bfenhilda, their daughter, should govern both her jnirents. 

The Knight of Aspramonte, liowever, it may be observed, enter- 
tained some, desire to direct his young oftspring to more feminine 
amusements tlian those which began already to put her life frequently 
in danger. Contradiction was not to be thought of, as the good old 
knight knew by experience. The influence and Example of a com- 
panion a little older than herself might be of some avail, and it was 
w'ith this view that, in (ho confusion of the sack, Aspramonte seized 
upon the youthful Bertha. Terrified to tlie utmost degree, she clung 
to her mofiier, and the Knight of Aspramonte, who had a softer heart 
than was thep usually found under a steel cuirass, moved by the af- 
fliction of thei mother and daughtefr, and recollecting that the former'' 
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nii^ght also be a useful attendanji upon his lady, extended his protec- 
tion to both, and conveying' them out of the press, paid the soldiers' 
who ventured to dispute the spoil with him, partly in some small 
pieces of money, and partly in dry blows with the reverse of his, 
lance. 

The well-natured knig'ht soon after returned to his own castle, and 
beingr a man of an orderly life and virtuous habits, the charraingf 
beauties of the Saxon virg'in, and the more ripened charms of her 
mothei% did not prevent their travelling’ in all honour as well as 
safety to his family fortress, the castle of Aspramontc, Here such 
masters as could be procured were g'Ot together to teach the y^ning 
Bertha every sort of female accomplishment, in the hope that her 
mistress, Brenhilda, might be inspired with a desire to partake in 
her education ; •liiit although this so far succeeded, that the Saxon 
captive became highly skilled in such music, needle-work, and other 
female accomplisliments as were known to the time, yet her young 
mistress, Brenliilda, retained the taste for those martial amusements 
which had so sensibly grieved her father, but to* which her mother, 
who herself had iiourislied such fancies in her youth, readily gave 
sanction. 

The captives, however, were kiiully treated. Brenliilda became 
iufmitel.y attached to the voung Anglo-Saxon, whom she loved less 
for her nigenuity in arts, than for her activity in Held sports, to which 
her early state of independence had trained her. 

The Lady of Aspramonte was also kind to both the captives ; but, 
in one partieulsiv, she exercised a pu‘ce of petly tyniuny over them. 
She had imbibed an idea, strcngihened by an old doting father-con- 
fessor, that the Saxons were heathens at that time, or at least her(‘- 
tics, and made a positive point with her husband tliat the bondswoman 
and girl who wore to attend on her ]>orson and tliat other daughter, 
should })e (maliliod for the oificc by being' aitew arlmitted into llu* 
Ohi'istiau Oliurch by baptism. 

Though feeling llic falsehood and injustice ol'llie accusation, the 
mother had sense enough tc^, submit to necessity, and received the 
name of Martha/dn all form at the altar, to \vliich .'iIkj answered 
during llic rest of her life. 

But Bertha showed a character upon this occasion inconsistent with 
the general docility and gentleness of her temper. She holdlj^ refused 
to be admitted anew into the pale of the Church, of which h(?r con- 
science told lior slie was already a membci’, or to exchange for another 
the name originally given her at the font. It was in vain that the old 
knight comirtmnled, that the lady threatened, and that lier mother 
advised and entreated. Moi'e closely prosBcd in private l>y lier motlnu*, 
she lot her motive be known, which liad not before been suspcctod. 
“1 know,” she.saM, with a flood of tears, “tliat my firther w'ouJd have 
died ere I subjected to this insult; and tlien— who shall assure 
me that 'which w'ere made to the Saxon Bertha, will be binding 
if a Fre^t^Agatba be substituted in her stead? They may banish 
me,” shahid, kill me if they will, but if the son of Waltheotf 
“hould again meet with tlie daughter of Lngelred, he shall moot that 
|y:tl||3t'whoin ho knew in the forests of Hampton.*^ 
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All argument was in vain; the Saxon maiden remained obstinate, 
wid to try to bre&: her resolution, the Lady of Aspranionte at length 
ipoke of dismissing her from the service of her young mistress, and 
vanishing her from the castle* To this also she had made up her mind, 
ind she answered firmly though respectfully, that she would sorrow 
-jifcterly at parting with her young lady; but as to the rest she would 
rather beg tinder her own name, than he recreant to the milk other 
fatlicrs, and condemn it as heresy, by assuming one of h>aiik origin. 
Tlie Lady Brcnhilda, in the mean time, entered the chamber, where 
Jier mother was just about to pass the threatened doom of banisli- 
moni— Do not stop for my entrance, madam,” said the datmtless 
young lady; I am as much concerned in doom Avhich you are 
about to pass as is Tk'rtliai if she crosses (he drawbn\j^ge ofAspra- 
iiionte as an exile, so will J, when she has dried her tc*u*s, i)f which 
even my petulance could never wring one from her 03 es. vSlic shall 
he my s(\uirc and body atte ndant, and Laimcelot, the bard, shall 
follow with my spear and sliicld.” 

“ And YOU will return, mistress/’/ aid her mother, “from^o foolish 
an expedition, before tlu5 sun sets? ” 

‘‘ 80 Heaven farther mo iu niy ])urpose, Judy,” answered tlie young 
liciress, “lIio sun shall neither rise nor set that sees us return, till 
fills name of Bertha, and of her mistress, Breiihilda, are waited as 
i'ar as the trumpet of fmae can sound them. — Cheer up, my sweetest 
llertha! '*’ she said, taking her attendant by the iumd, “jf lienvcn 
hiith torn thee from thy country and tliy jdigliled trofcli, it hath 
givi'ii thco a sister and a friend, with whom tliy fame sliall be for 
ti\ or blended.” 

I'lie Lady of Aspvaraonto was confounded : i^'she knew Ihat her 
daughter was perfectly capable <d' tlie wild ( ourse wliiolt ^Ik; had an- 
nouijccd, and tliat .she lier-self, even A.ith lier Imsbend's assisuince, 
would be imalde to previmt her following it. She passively' listened, 
Ihm’cfore, while tlje 8ax«>n matron, formerly Urica, but now Martha, 
addrcs.sed her daughter. ‘CMy child,” hlie said, “as you Y«aliie honour, 
virtue, safety, ami gratitude, soften yonrd»oart towauls yiuir imistcr 
and mistress, :u*d follow^ the advice of a parent, wlio has more years 
aiiil more judgnuMit tliaii you. And jmu, my de-arovSt young lady, let 
la t your lady-mother lliin’k that an attaehinent to the exercises you 
(!ierd in, has destroyed iu your bosom filial affection, and a reganl to 
tlie delicacy of your sex! — As they seem both obstinate, madam,” 
continued the matron, after watebing the influence of this rulvice 
upon the young women, “perhaps, if it maybe jicnnitted me, I could 
state an alternative, which might, in tlie meanwhile, safi.dy your 
ladyships wishes, accommodate itself to tlic wilfiilness of my obstinate 
daughter, and answer tlic kind purpose of her generous mistre.ss,” 
The Lady of Aspramonte signed to (he Saxon matrciii to proceed. 
She w^ent on accordingly “The Saxons, (leaio.st lady, of the present 
day, are neither pagans nor heretics; they are, in (he time of keep- 
ing Easter, as well as in ail other disputable doctrine, humbly obc- 
tlicnt to the Bope of Eome; and this our good Bishop well knows, 
since he tmbraided some of the domestics for calling me an old 
Ijicathen. .Yet our names are uncouth in the ears of the Franks, and 
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bear^ perhaps, a heathoiusli souml. If ife he not (pxactetl that niy 
daughter submit to a new rite of baptism, idle will lay aside her 
Saxon name of Bertha upon all occasions while in your luniourable 
household. This will cut short a debate which, with forgiveness, I 
think is scarce of importance enougii to break the peace of this castle. 
I will engage that, in gratitude for this iiululgence of a trifling scruple, 
my daughter, if jiossiblc, shall double the zeal and assiduity of her 
service to her young lady.” 

The Lady o? Aspraraontc was glad to embrace the means, wliicdi 
this offer presented, of extricating herself from the dispute witli as 
little compromise of dignity as could well be. “ If the good Lord 
Bishop approved of such a compromise,” she .said, ‘^she would for 
herself withdraw her opposition.” The prelate approved accord- 
ingly, the more readily tliat he was informed that the young heiress 
desired earnestly sueb an agreement. The ])enee of the castle was 
restored, and Bertha recognised her new name of i\gatlia as a name 
of service, but not a name of baptism. 

One effect the dispute certainly produced, and that was, increasing 
in an enthusiastic degree the love of Bertha for her young mistress. 
With tliat amiable failing of attached domestics and humble friends, 
she endeavoured to .serve lier as she knew slie loved to be serv(*d ; 
and therefore indulged her mistress in those ebivalrous fancies wdiich 
distinguished her even iu her own age, and in ours would have ren- 
dered her a female Quixote. Bertha, indeed, never caught the frenzy 
of lier mistress ; but, strong, willing, and able-bodied, slic readily 
qualified herself to act upon occasion as a squire of the body to a 
Jiady Adventuress; and, accustomed from her childhood to .soe'blows 
dealt, blood flowing, and luen dying, slue could look with an undazzled 
eye upon the dangers which her mi.stress encountered, and seldom 
teased her with remonstrances, unless wlnm lliose were umeiially 
great. Tliis compliance on most occasions gave Bertha a rigiit of 
advice upon some, which, always given witli the best intentions and 
at fitting times, strengthened her influence witli licr mistress, wliich 
a course of conduct savouwiig of diametrical o])position would cer- 
tainly have destroyed. 

A, few move words serve to announce the deal li of the Knight of 
Asprauiontc— the romantic marriage of the young lady wdth tlie 
Oonnt of Paris — their engagement in the crusade— and the detail of 
events with which the reader is acquainted. 

llercward did not exactly comprehend some of the later incidents 
of llie story, owing to a slight strife which arose between Bertlia 
and him during the course of lier iiaiTative. When she avowed (lie 
girlish sim])licity witli wliich she obstinately refu.sed to change her 
iiauie, because, in her apprehensioTi, the troth-plight betwixt her and 
her lover might be thereby prejudiced, it was impossible for Here- 
ward not to acknowledge her tenderness, by snatching her to his 
bosom, and pinressing his grateful thanks upon her lips. She ex- 
tricated immediately from his grasp, however, with cheeks 

more critpi^ed in modesty than in anger, and gravely addrcsscil 
lier lover I® : “ Phiongh, enough, llercward I this may be pardoned 
to so pig^ecled a meeting; but we must iu future remember, that 
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WO are probably lie last of onr race ; and let it not be said that the 
maimers of their ancestors W'ere forgotten by Ilcrcward and by Ber- 
tlia ; think that, tliough we are alone, the sJiades of our fathers are 
not far off, and watch to see what use we make of the meeting, which, 
perhaps, their intercession has procured us.” 

You wrong m0,J3.ertha,” said Hereward, ‘Mf you think me capa- 
ble of forgetting my own duty and yours, at a moment when our 
tlnmks are due to Heaven, to be testified very differently than by 
infringing on its behests, or the commands of our parents. The 
question is now, How we shall rejoin each other when wo separate ? 
since separate, T fear, wd must.” 

O ! do not say so ! ” exclaimed the unfortunate Bertha. 

“ It must he so,” said Hereward, “for a time; but l^wcar to thee 
by the hilt of my sword, and the handle of ray battle-axe, that blade 
was never so true to shaft .-is I will be to thee ! ” 

‘• But wherefe.re, then, leave me, Hereward ?” said the maiden; 
“and oh I wherefore not assist me in the release of my mistress ? ” 

“ Of thy mistress ! ” said Hereward. “ Shame ! that Ijiou canst 
give that name to mortal woman I ” 

“ But she is my mistress,” answered Bertha, “ and by a thousand 
hind ties, which cannot bo separated so long as gratitude is the re- 
ward of kindness.” 

“ And what is her danger,” .said Hereward ; “ what is it she wants, 
this accouiplislied lady wliopi ;thou callest mistress ?” 

“Her honour, her life, are>like in danger,” said Bertha. “She 
has agreed to moot the Ciesar in ihe field, and he will not hositatCi 
like a base-born miscreant, to take every advantage in the encounter, 
which, 1 grieve to say, may in all likelihood he fatal to my mistress." 

“ Why dost thou think so ? ” answered Hereward. “ This lady lias 
won many single combats, unless slic is belied, against adversaries 
more formidable than the Oaisav.” 

“True,” said the Saxon maiden; “but you speak of things that 
passed in a far difierent land, whore faith and honour are not empty 
sounds ; as, alas ! they seem but too simely to be here. Trust mo, it 
is no girlish tfcoi; which sends me out in this disguise of my coun- 
try dress, which, they say, finds respect at Constantinople: 1 go to 
lot tlie chiefs of the Crusade know the peril in which the noble lady 
Htaiuls, and trust to their humanity, to their religion, to tlieir love of 
honour, and fear of disgrace, for assistance in this hour of need ; and 
now that I have had the blessing of meeting with thee, all besides 
will go well— all will go well — and I will back to my mistress and 
report whom Lhave seen.” 

“ Tarry yet another momenl. my recovered treasure! ” said Here- 
ward, “and let me balance this matter carefully. This Frankish 
lady liolds the Saxons like the very dust that thou bfiishest from the 
hern of her garment. She treats — she regards— the Saxons as 
pagans and heretics. She has dared to impose slavish tasks upon 
thee, born in freedom. Her father’s sword has been imbrued to the 
hilt with Anglo-Saxon blood— perhaps that of Waltheoff and Engel- 
red has added death to the stain ! She has been, besides, a nre- 
sumptudus fool, usurping for herself the trophies and warlike ebar- 
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actor wbieli beloii^»* to the other sex. Lastly, it wfii be hard to hiRl 
a champion to fu’j’iit in her stead, since nil the crusaders have passed 
over to Asia, wlindi is the land, they say, in which they have come to 
wav ; and by orders of tiie Kiupcror, no means ot return to the 
liitlKjr shore will be ixu-niitted to any of them.” 

‘‘Alas! alasi” said Bertint, “how does this vorld chan^fe u.s! 
The son of V^^ilthcotV I once knew brave, ready to assist distress, 
bold and gvii<‘rons. 8ufdi w*as what I pictured him to myself durin;»’ 
his absence. 1 have met Ijim again, and he is calculating, cold, and 
selfish! ” 

“Hush, damsel,” said the Varangian, “and know him of whom thou 
speakest, ere tboii judgest him. The Countess of Paris is such us I 
have said ; yet let her "appear boldly in the lists, and when the trum- 
pet shall sound thrice, another shall reply, which shall announce tlio 
arrival of her own nolde lord to do battle in hw stead ; or should he 
fail to ap])ear — 1 will requite her kindness to I hoc, Bertha, and be 
ready in liis place.” 

“\Viit thou? wilt thou indeed?” said the damsel; “that was 
spoken like the son of Waltheolf— like the genuine stock! 1 will 
home, and comfort my mistresH ; for surely if the judgnumt of God 
ever directed the issue of a judicial combat, its inilnence will descend 
unon this. But you laut that the Count is here — that he is at 
luHn ty— slie will in(]\uro about that.” 

“ 8he must ])c satasbed,” nqdicd Ilereward, “ to know that her Ijus- 
baiid is Tinder the guidance of a friend, who will endeavour to pro- 
tect him from his own extravagances and follies ; or, at all events, 
of one who, if lie cannot properly be called a friend, has certainly 
not acted, and will not net, towards him the part of an enemy. — And 

now, iare, well, long lost -long loved! Before he could say more, 

the Waxou maiden, after two or three vain attempts to express her 
grutitiide, threw herself into her lover’s arms, and despite the coy- 
ness which she had recently shown, impressed upon his lips the 
thanks which she could nut^peak. 

'riu'} j)arted, Bertha returning to her mistress at lodge, which 
she had left both with trouble and danger, aim' Ilereward by tlic 
portal kept by the negro-portress, who, complimenting the luiud- 
some Varangian on his success among the fair, intimated, that she 
hail Ixrnn in some sort a witness of his meeting wdth the Saxon dam- 
sel. A piece of gold, part of a late largesse, ainjily served to bribe 
her tongue; and the soldier, clear of the gardens of the phihtsojdior, 
sped back as he might to the barrack— judging that it was full linu^ 
to carry some supply to Count Robert, who had been left witlioiu 


food the whole day. 

It is a common' p^)Ular saying, that as the sensation of hunger is 
not connected jttMt liny pleasing or gentle emotion, so it is particu- 
larly reraarkabffirar irritating Oiose of anger and spleen. It is not, 
therefore, very Mrprising that Count Robert, who had been so un- 
usually long^Pbout sustenance, should receive Ilereward with a 
degree ofii]fl|®ence beyond what the occasion merited and iiijuri- 
ous certainjlPo the honest Varangian, who had repeatedly* exposed 
thaflpy for the intci’ost of the Countess and the Count himself. 
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. “ Soil, sir i ” Ic said, in that accent of affected restraint b} which a 
superior modifies his displeasure ag-ainsfc his inferior into a cold and 
scornful expression — “You have played a liberal host to us !—Not 
thort it is of consequence; but mcthinfcs a Count of the most Chris- 
tian kiug'dom dines not every day with a mercenary soldier, and 
mig*ht expect, if not the ostentatious, at least the needful jiart of 
liosjiitality.” 

“And methinks/' replied the Varan«*ian, “O most Cliristiau 
Count, that sucli of your high rank as, by choice or fate, become 
the ^?uestH of such as I, may think themselves pleased, and blame 
not their host's ni^>'^wd]iness, hut the difficulty of his circumstances, 
if dinner should not present itself ofteuer than once in foiir-and- 
Iwenty Ijours.” So saying, he clap^ied his hands together, and his 
domestic Edric entered. ] lis guest looked astonished at the entrance 
of this third party into their retirement. “I will answer for this 
man,’’ said Hom eward, and addressed him in the following w'ords : 

“ What food Ijjjst tiiou, Edric, to idace before tJic honourable 
Count ? ” 

“Nothing Imt the cold pasty/' replied the attendant, “marvel- 
lously (Jai/iaged by your bouour's (mcountcr at breakfast.” 

Tii(‘ mililaiy doiuostie. as iiitiraated, brought forw'ard a large 
pasty, but which had already that morning sus/ained a furious at- 
tack, iiisomuck tlial Count Robert of Paris, who, like all noble Nor- 
mansi, was somewhat ni(‘e and delicate in bis eating, Avas in some 
doubt wbelhcr his 6CTn])n]ousiiess should not prevail over his liuiiger ; 
hut on looking more closely, sight, smell, and a fast of twenty liours, 
joined to convince him that the pasty was an excellent one, and that 
the charger on whi<'.h it was presented, possessed corners yet nn- 
loiichod. At length, liaving suppressed his scruples, ami made 
bold inroad upon the remains of the dish, he paused to partake of a 
fiask of strong red wine which stood invitingly beside hiin, and a 
lusty draught increased the good-humour which had begun to take 
place towards llereward, in exchange tgr the displeasure with which 
he laid received him. 

“Now, by ifeavcM!” he said, “I myself ought to be ashamed to 
Lack the courtesy wdiicli 1 recommend to others ! Here have I, with 
the nniunors of a Flemish boor, been devouring the ])rovisions of my 
gallant host, without even asking him to sit down at his own table, 
ami to ]>artake of bis own good cheer ! ” 

-^1 will not siraiii courtesies with you for that,” said llereward j 
nul ihrusting his hand into the pasty, ho proceeded with great speed 
and dexterity t^) devour the miscellaneous contents, a handful of 
which was enclosed in his grasp. The Count now withdrew from 
the tabic, partly in disgust at the rustic proceeding?# of ITereward, 
who, however, by now calling Edric to join him in his^ attack 
upon the pasty, snowed tliat he had, in fact, according to his man- 
ners, subjected himself previously to some observance of respect to- 
wards his guQBt ; while the assistance of his attendant enabled him 
to make a clear cacaabulum of what was left. Count Robert at 
length summoned up courage sufficient to put a question which had 
been trembling upon his lips ever since Hereward had returned. 
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" Have thine inquiries, my ^raHaiit friend, learnc(l|raorc concern- 
ing my unfortunate wife, my faithful Breiiliilda ? 

^‘Tidings I have,” said the Anglo-Saxon, but whether plenping 
or not, yourself must be the judge. This much 1 have learned ; — 
she luitli, as you know, come under an engagement to moot the 
Cajsar in arms in the lists, but under conditions whicli you may per- 
haps think strange ; these, however, she hath entertained without 
scruple.” 

‘^Lct me know these terms,” said the Count of Paris ; they will, 
I think, appear less strange in my eyes than in thine.” 

But while he alfected to speak with the utmost coolness, the hus- 
band's sparkling eye and crimsoned cheek betrayed llie .'iltoration 
which had tak^n place in his feelings. “ The lady and the Caesar,” 
said Ilereward, “ as you partly heard yourself, are to meet in fight ; 
if the Countess wins, of course slie remains the wife of the nolilc 
Count of Paris ; if she loses, she becomes the paramour of the 
Caesar Nicephorus Briennius.” 

“Saints^ and angels forbid!” said Count Robert ; “were tlu'y to 
permit such treason to triumph, we might be pardoned for doubting 
their divinity ! ” 

**Yct metliinks,” said the Anglo-Saxon, “it were no disgraceful 
precaution that both you and I, with other friends, if we can obiain 
such, should be seen luulcr shield in the lists on tlie morning of the 
conflict. To triumph, or to be defeated, is in the band of fate ; but 
what wo cannot fail to witness is, w'bether or not the lady receives 
that fair play wliicli is the due of an honourable combatant, and 
which, as you have yourself scon, can be sometimes basely trans- 
gressed in this Grecian empire.” 

“On that condition,” said tlie Count, “and jirotcsting that not 
even the extreme danger of my lady shall make me brtuik through 
tlie rule of a lair fight, 1 wull sui’efy attend the lists, if thou, brave 
)Saxon, caiist find me any means oi' doing so.— -Yet stay,” lie con- 
tinu(;d, afltu’ reflecting for a moment, “ tliou shalt promise not to let 
her know tliat lier Count isaiii the field, far less to point Jiiin out to 
her eye among the press of warriors. O, thou dos^ not know (hat 
the bight of tlie beloved will sometimes stfeal fi oin us our courage, 
even when it has most to acliieve ! ” 

“ We will endeavour,” said the Varangian, “ to arrange matters 
according to thy jdcasurc, so that thou findcst out no more fantas- 
tical diflicuHies ; for, by niy word, an afiair so complicated in itself, 
requires not to be confused by the fine-spun wliirns of tliy national 
gallantry. Meantime, much must be done this nigjit ; and while I 
go about it, thou, 8ir Knight, hadst best romnin licre, witli such dis- 
guise of garnteiits and such food as Edric may be able to procure 
for thee. Pear nothing from intrusion on the part of thy neigh- 
bours. Wo Varangians respect each other’s secrets, of whatever 
nature they may chance to be.” 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

J5ut for our trusty brothor-in-Iaw — find the Abbot, 

"With all tlie rest of that consorted crevtr, — 

3>ei!ti action straight shall dog thena at the hcols ; — 

Good undo, liclp to order several powers 
T») Oxftn'd, nr where’er these traitors.are : 

Tliey shall not live within this world, I swear. 

Richard IT. 

As Horew/inl spolco the hi-st words narrated in llic foreg’oin^ cJiap- 
ter, he left the Count in liis apartment, and proceoiled to tlie Blac- 
q^uenial Palace. W'e traced his first entrance into the court, hut 
since then he had frcfiuently been summoned, not only ])y order of 
tlie Princess Anna Comnena, who delig’hted in asldn*^ him questions 
concerning- the customs of liis native country, and marking down 
the replies in her own inflated language; but also Vf tlic direct 
command of tlie Emperor himself, who had the humour of many 
princes, that of desiring to obtain direct information from persons 
111 a very inferior station in their Court. The ring which the I’riiiccss 
had given to the Varangian served as a pass-token more than once, 
and \vas now so generally known by the slaves of the palace, that 
llcreward had only to slip it into the hand of a principal person 
among them, and was introduced into a small chamber, not distant 
from the saloon already mentioned, dedicated to the 'Muses. In this 
small apartment, the Emperor, his spouse Irene, and their accom- 
plished daughter Anna Comnena, were seated togctlier, clad in very 
ordinary apparel, a.s indeed the furniture of the room itself was of 
the kind used by respectable citizens, saving that mattresse.s, com- 
l)osed of eider-down, hung before the door to prevent the risk of 
eavcs-dro])ping. 

“ Onr trusty Varangian,” said the Empress. 

My guide and tutor respecting tRe manners of those steel-clad 
men,”"said tlife Piancess Anna Comnena, “of whom it is so necessary 
tliafc I slionld form an accurate idea.” 

“Your Imperial Majesty,” said the Empress, “will not, I trust, 
think your consort and your muse-insjiired daughter are too many 
to share with you the intclligeiicc brought by this bravo and loyal 
man ? ” 

‘‘ Dearest wife and daughter,” returned the Emperor, “ I have 
Ijilherto spari‘d you the burden of a painful secret, whicli I have 
locked in my own bosom, at whatever expense of soli (ary sorrow and 
nnim])nrted anxiety. Noble daughter, you in ])n^-tieular will feel 
this calamity, learning, as 3’0ii must learn, to think odiously of one, 
of whom it has hitherto been your duty to hold a very different 
opinion.” 

“ Holy Mary ! ” exclaimed the Princess. 

“Rally yourself,” said the Km])eror; “remember you are a child 
of the purple ohainber, horn, not lo w'cep for your father's wu)i»g's, 
but to avenge them,— not to regard even him w ho has lain by }oiir 
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wide tis lialf so important as tbo sacred Iiniieriiil gTaiAlcur, of which 
you are yoursedf a partaker.” 

“What can such Mwis preface?” said Aima Comnena, in gicat 
ag'itntion. 

“ They say,” answered the Kmperor, “ that the Ctesar is an ungrate- 
ful Jiiau to all iny boiuities, and even to lliat which annexed him to 
iny own houac, and made him by adoption iny own son. lie hath 
consorted Jiimrieif with a knot of traitors, whose very names arc 
enough to raise the foul fiend, as if to snatch his assured imey ! ” 

“Could Nicephovus do this?” said the astonished and forlorn 
Ih’incoss; “ Nicephurus, who has so often called my eyes tl)e lights 
by which lic steered his path? Could he do this to my Ihlhur, to 
whose exploits 'he has listened hour after hour, protesting that he 
knew not whether it was the beauty of the lang’uage, or tlje beroism 
of tlie action, vjiieh most enebaute'd him ? Tliinking' with tbe same 
thought, seeiii|>' with the same eye, loving' witli tlie same lieart,— 0, 
iny father! it is impossible that be could be so false. Think of the 
neighbour ii/g Temple of the Muses ! ” 

“ And if 1 did,’’ murmured Alexius in bis heart, “ 1 should think 
of tluj only apology wliieli could be proposed for the traitor. A little 
is well enough, biit tbe full bouI loatbetli the lioney-cmnb.” Then 
speaking vdoud, “My daughter,” be said, “be coinibried; we our- 
selves were unwilling to believe tlie shameful trutli; but our guards 
have lieeii debauched ; their commander, Unit ungrateful Achilles 
Tatims, with t.lio equal traitor, Agpilastes. liave been seduced to favour 
our imprisoiiiueiit or murder; and, alas for Greece! in tbe very 
moment ivlien she required tbe fosUuhig care of a jiarcnl, she was 
to bcTlcprived of him by a sudden and merciless blow ! ” 

Here tlie Kmpm'pr wept, pdietbcr for the loss to be sustained by 
bia subjects, or of bis own life, it is liard to say. 

“Mctiiiiiks,” said Ircue, “your Imperial liighuess is slow iu taking 
measures against the danger.” 

“Under your gracious nennissioii, mother,” answxncd tbe rriii- 
cess, “1 would rather say be ba.sty in giving belief to it. Me- 
tbiiiks the eviiUmcc of a Varangian, granliug him to be over so stout 
a man-at-arms, is but a frail guarantee against the bononr of your 
son-in-law — tlie ai)proyed brai cry and fidelity of the captain of your 
guards— the deej) sense, virtue, and juofound wisdom of the greatest 
of your philosophers — - ” 

** And tbe conceit of an over-educated daughter,” said the Emperor, 
“ who will not allow her ])avent to judge in what most conconm him. 
1 will tell thee, Anna, 1 know everyone of them, find tbe trust which 
may be njposed in lliom : tbe honour of your Nieopborus — tbe bravery 
and fidelity of tlie Acolyte— and the virtue and wisdom of Agelastes 
— have I not had ilienv all in my purse? Ami Jiad my jiiirso con- 
tinued well filled, and my arm strong as it was of late, there they 
iwould have stii|l rein^ed. Hut the butterflies went off as the weather 
became cold, and 1 Mist meet the tempest without their assistance. 
Ypu^ik of wai^ ofP'oof? J liayo proof Hufficicjjt when I see dauger; 
this ttWi<ist«Boldfer nrought me indications which correspondctl with 
my own private remarks, made on fnirposc, Varangian bo shall be of 
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Vanui^ians* Acolyfce he shall be nametl, in place of the preaen* 
tiailor; aiuimvho knows what may come thereafter?” 

^ “Mtiy it ])]ease your Highness,’' said the Vaningian, who had been 
liilherto silent, “many men in this empire rise to dignity by the faU 
01 ilieir original patrons, but it is a road to gToatness to winch 1 can-- 
not roconcile my conscience ; moreover, having recovered a friend 
from w]\(nn I was long ago separated, I shall require, in short space, 
your Imperial licence for going hence, where 1 shall leave thousands 
of enemies hehind mo, and, Kpendin^' my life, like many of my coun- 
trymen, iiudor the haniier of Iving Williani of ScotlaiHi— — ” 

t with most inimitalde man ! ” cried the Empei’or, v/ith 
omnhasis; “where sluill 1 get a soldier-- a cliaiupion— a Iricnd — so 
faithful ? " 

“ JSoblc sir," replied the Anglo-feaxon, “i am ^ery way sensible 
to your goodness and numiflcciico; hut let me entreat you to call 
me by my own name, aud to promise me nothing but your forgive- 
ness for "my having been the agent of such confusion among your 
ImpuTial servants. Not only is the threatened fa|e of Achilles 
Tatius, iiiy benefactor; of the Oiesar, whom I think my well-vvisher; 
and even of Ageiustes himself, pahiful, so fur as it is of my bringing 
round; Imt also I Inivc known it somehow happen that those on 
whom your Imperial Mujed^ lias lavished the most valuabic exprea- 
bions of your favour one day, were the next day food to fatten the 
chough and crow. Ami thia, f acknowledge, is a purpose for whicli 
1 svoiild not svillingly have it said I had brought my English limbs 
to thCftO (Grecian bhoVe.^.’'* 

“Call tlico by ihine own uamc. my Edward," said Uie Emperor, 
(while ho muttered a»id<} — “by ilcavcn, 1 have again forgot the 
name of the bai hariau ! ”1 — by thine own name certainly for the pre- 
sent, but only until \ve shall itoviso one more fitted for the trust we 
repose in tlice. Meantime, look at this scroll, which contams, I* 
tliink, all the particulars which we Lave bocn able to learn of this 
])lot, and give it to these unbelieving women, wdio will not credit' 
that an Emperor is in danger tilluthe blades of the conspirators* 
poniards a#c clashing within his ribs." 

llerew^ard d/U as Tie was coumianded, and having looked at the 
scroll, and signified, by bending his head, his acquiescence in its 
contents, he presented it to Irene, who had not read long ere, with 
a countenance so embittered that she had difficulty in pointing out 
the cause of lier displeasure to her daughter, slie bade her, with 
animation, “Itead that — read that, and judge of the gratitude and 
afibetion of thy Ctesar j " 

The Princess Anna Oonmena awokii from a state of profound and 
overpowering melancholy, and looked at the passage iioiuted out to 
her, at first with nii air of languid curiosity, wlftch presently deep- 
ened into the most intense interest. She ciiitclied the scroll as a 
falcon docs his prey, her eye lightened with indignation ; and it wjw 
witli the cry of the bird when in fury that she exclaimed, Bloody- 
minded, Mlouhle-licarted traitor! what wouldst thou have? Yes, 
father,” she said, rising in fury, “it is no longer the voice of a 
deceived princo.ss that shall intercede to avert from the traitor 
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Niccpliorus the doom he has deserved! Did he think that one born 
in the purple chamber could he divorced-— murdered, inrliaps — witli 
the petty formula of the Enmans, ‘Eestore the keys— be no lonjfcr 
my domestic drudge r’^ Was a daughter of the blood of Coninenus 
liable to such insults as the meanest of Quirites might bestow on a 
jfaraily housekeeper ! ” 

So saying, she dardicd the tears from her eyes, and her 001111101101100, 
naturally Unit of beauty and gentleness, became animated with the 
expression of a fury. Here ward looked at her with a mixture of 
fear, dislike, and compassion. She again hurst forth, for nature 
having given her considerable abilities, had lent licr at tlic sanie 
time an energy of passion far superior in power to the cold ambition 
of Irene, or the wily, ambidexter, shulliing policy of the Kmperor- 

“Hc shall abyf it,” said the Princess ; “ho shall dearly abye it! 
FiUse, smiling, cozening traitor!— and for that iinfeminine barba- 
rian ! Something of tliis I guessed, even at that old fool’s hanqnet- 
iug-house ; and yet if this unworthy Caesar submits his body to the 
chance of arms, he is less prudent tlian I have some reason to believe. 
Think you hcViil have the madness to brand us witli siieli o])eii ne- 
glect, my father? and will you not invent some mode of insuring 
our reveiige ? ” 

“ 8 oh!^' thought the Emperor, “this difficulty is over; she will 
run down hill to her revenge, and will need the siuiffio and curb 
more tlian the lasli. If every Jealous dame in Constantinotile wc're 
to pursue her fury as imreJeiitiiigly, our laws should he written, like 
Draco's, not in ink, but in blood.— Attend to rrio now,” he said aloinl, 
“iny wife, my daughter, and thou, dear Edward, and you shall learn, 
and you three only, my mode of navigating the vessel of the state 
through these shoals.” 

“Lotus .see distinctly,” continued Alexius, “the means by which 
they propose to act, and these shall instruct us how to meet tlicni. 
A certain number of the Varangians are mihapjiily seduced, under 
pretence of wrongs, artfully stirred up by their villanoiis general. 
A part of them arc studiously to be arranged nigh (»ur ])ersou — the 
traitor TJr.sel, some of them suppose, is dead, but if it v'ere so, his 
name is siiflicierit to draw togellier his old factiomlries — 1 have a 
means of satisfying them on that point, on which 1 shall remain 
silent ftu* the present. — A considerable body of the Immortal Cuards 
liave also given Avay to seduction; tliey are to be placed to siippott 
the handful of treaclierous Varangians, who are in the ])lot to oUack 
onr uerson. — Now’, a. slight change in the stations of (he soldiery, 
which thou, my faithful lildward — or — a — a — whatever thou art 
named,— ffjr wliicli thou, I say, shalt have full authority, \fill derange 
the plans of the traitors, and place the true men in" such position 
aroiuul them as to cut them to pieces witli little trouble.” 

“And the combat, ray lord?” said the Saxon. 

“Tliou hadst been no true Varangian Jiadst thou not inquired 
4ftcr that,” said the Emperor, nodding good-liumoiirodly towards 
“As to the combat, tlie Caisar bus devised il, and if shall be 


1 Tlie laconic form of iJio Uoman d?voroe. 
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uiy cafe thailio shali xiot retreat from the dan^eroxia part of it H: 
cannot in honour avoid %htingr with this woman, stran^vc ns th. 
combat is ; and however it ends; tlie conspiracy will break forth, am 
as assuredly as it comes a‘||*ain3t persons prepared, and in arms, shat 
it be stilled* in the blood ot the conspirators! ” 

My revenge does not require this,” said the Princess ; an* 
your Imperial honour is also interested that this Countess shall b; 
protected.” 

“ It is little business of mine,” said the Emperor. Slie comcf 
licre with her husband alto<^ethcr uninvited. He behaves witli inso 
Iciico in my presence, and deserves whatever may be the issue tc’ 
liimself or his lady of their mad adventure. In sooth. 1 desired little 
more than to g'ive him a fright with those aniihall wliom their iguo 
ranee judged enchanted, aiid to give his wife a slight alarm aboU* 
the impetuosity of a Grecian lover, and there my rongeance should 
have ended. But it may be that his wife may be taken uiuier my 
protection, now that little revenge is over.” 

“Ami a paltry revenue it wa-S^' said the Empress, “ tnat you, a man 
past inid«llc life, and with a wife wlio might command some attention, 
sliould constitute yourself tlie object of alarm to such a handsome 
man as Count Robert, and the Amazon his wife.” 

“By your favour, dame Irene, no,” said the Emperor. “I left 
that part of the proposed comedy to my son-in-law the Cje.sar.” 

But when the poor Emperor had in some mensurc 3toj>t one flood- 
gate, be etfectually opened another, and one which was more formid^. 
able, “The more sliame to y*mr Imperial wisdom, my father!’*^ 
exclaimed the Princess Anna Comnena; “it is a shame, that with 
wisdom and a board like yinirs, you should bo meddling in such in- 
decent follies as admit disturbance into jirivato families, and that 
family your own daughter's ! Who can say tliat the Cajsar isieepho* 
rus Briennius ever looked astray towards another woman than his 
wife, till the Emperor taught him to do so, and involved him in a 
web of intrigue and treacheiT, in ^jiliich he has endangered the life 
of his fatln*r-in-lavv ?” 

“ Daughter! Maugliter! daughter!”— said the Empress; “'daughter 
of a she-wolf, I think, to goad her jiarent at such an unhappy lime, 
when all the leisure lie has is too little to defend his life! ” 

“Peace, 1 pray you, women, both, with your senseless clamouiV’ 
answered Alexius, “and let me at least swim for iny life undisturbed 
with your folly. God knows if 1 am a man to encourage, I will not 
say the reality of wrong, but even its mere appearance ! ” 

These wbrds he uttered, crossing himselt' with a devout groan., 
His wife Irene, in the mean time, stept before him, and said, with al 
bitterness in her looks and accent, which only long-conccalcd nuptiali 
hatred breaking forth at once could couvey, — “ Alexius, terxninatc 
this affair how it will, you have lived a hypocrite, and thou wilt not 
fail to die one.” 8o saying, with an air of noble indignation, and 
carrying* her daughter along with her, she swept out of the apart- 
ment. 

The Emperor looked after her in some cotifusion. He soon, how- 
ever, vecoverod his self-possession, and, turning to ilerevvard, with 
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look ofMTijured majesty, naid, “Ah I u)y dear for iho 

word had become rooted in his mind, instead of the less euphonic 
name of lIereward,-'--“thou seest how it is even with the greatest, 
and that the Rmpemr, in moments of difiicnlty, is a subject of mis- 
coustruction, as well as the meanest burgess- of Constantinople; 
nevertheless, my trust is so great in thoe, Edward, that T would have 
thee believe, that ray daughter, Anna Comnena, is not of the temper 
of her mother, but 'rather of my own; honouring, thou inayst see, 
with religious fidelity, the unworthy ties which I liope soon to lircak, 
and assort her wutli other fetters of* Cupid, which shall bo borne more 
H^btly. Edward, my main trust is in tlice, ^ Accident presents us 
with an opportunityjhappy of the happiest so if he riglitly iinproyod, 
of Jiaving all the traitors before us asaciubJed on one fair field. Think, 
on that day, as the hVaiiks say at their tnunuimouts, tJiat fair 
eyes behold thee. Thou caiist not devise a giU within luy power, 
but 1 will gladly load thee with it." 

It needs npt," said the Varangian, soniewhat coldly ; “ my high- 
est ambition is to merit tlie epitaph upon my tomb, ‘ ITerewiird was 
faitlifal.’ I am about, however, to demand a proof of your irniKTiiil 
confidence, which, perhaps, you may think a startling diu‘.” 

“ Indeed 1" said the Emperor. “What, in one word, Is thy de- 
mand ?” ^ 

‘^Permission,*’ replied II ereward, “to go to the Duke of Douilloifs 
cncaniinncnt, ami entreat his presence in the lists, to wiitiesK this 
extraordinary combat.” 

“ That lie may return with his crusading madir.cn” raid the Erv 

} )eroiv“mid sack Constantinople, under pretence of (loing juslice to 
lis Coufedernrtes ? 'fliis, Varangian, is at least snc . iking lliv mind 
openly,” 

“No, by Heavens !” said Hcreward, gudtlonly ; “the Duke of 
Bouillon shall coiuo with no more knights than may lie a rcasvmaibJe 
gimriL should treachery be offered to the Countc.'^s of Paris.” 

“Well, even in this,” said thu Emperor, “ will 1 be <'onf(trmal)l(‘ ; 
ami if thou, Edward, bofrayeat inyti’ust, tliink that thou forfeitest all 
that my fi-ieiid.ship has promised, and dost, incur, bi^sides, the dam- 
nation t.hat is due to the traitor who betrays vvitli a lds.s.” 

“ For iliy reward, noble sir," answered tlie Varangian, I hereby 
renounce all claim to it. When the diadem is once more firmly 
fixed upon thy brow, and the sceptre in thy hand, if I am then alive, 
if my poor services .should deserve so nmeh, 1 will pv^tition t hee for 
the means of leaving tliia court, and returning io the di^Mut island 
in which I was born. Meanwhile, think me riot' unfaithful, hocauf>o 
I have for a time the means of being so with effect. Your Imperial 
llighncBS shall leai^i that Hcreward is us true as is your right hand 
to your left." — So saying, ho took his leave with a profemnd obei- 
sance. 


: The Emperor ga^ed after jura with a cotratcnanco in which doubt 
^was mi ngpjd with admiration. ' 

“ 1 have trusted bun,” he said, “with all lie asked, and with the 
powder of ruining me entirely, if such be hi.s ]mrposc. He has but 
to breathe a whisper, and the whole raad crew of cniskders, kept in 
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. humour at tt-is cxpeuao of ho much current faltjeliood, and so muck 
more gold, win return with fire atid sword to burn down Cotibtantk 
nople, and sow with salt the place where it stood. I have done what 
I had resolved never to do,— I have ventured kingdom and life on 
the fitith of a man born of woman. How often have I said, nay, 
sworn, that I would not hazanl mjsolf on such peril, and yot^ stop 
by step, 1 Iiave done so ! 1 cannot tell — there is m that, man’s looks 
and Avords a good faith whicli overwhelms me ; and, what is almost 
incredible, my belief in him has increased in proportion to his show- 
ing nm how alight ray power was over him. I tlircw, like the wily 
angler, every bait 1 could devise, and some of them such as a king 
would scarcely have disdained ; to none of these wmuld he rise ; but 
yet he gorges, I may say, the bare hook, and enters*iipon my service 

without a sliadow of self - interest Can this be double - distilled 

treachery? — or can it be wliat jnen cull disinterestedness? — 3f 3. 
thought him false,* the moment is not yet past — he has not yet crossed 
the bridge — he has not passed the guards of the palace, who have 
no hesitation, and know' no disobedience— But no— I wetc then alone 
in the land, ami without a friend or confidant.*— 1 hear the sound of 
the outer gate unclose, the sense of danger certainly renders my 
ears more acute than usual — It shuts again— tluj die is cast . lie is 
at liberty— and Alexius Comnenus must stand or fall, according to 
the uncertain faitli of a mercenary Varangian.'*^ f le clapt his ha mis ; 
a slave appeared, of whom he demanded wine. He tlraiik, and his 
heart was choorod within him. ** I am decided,” he said, “ and will 
abide with ref:oliit ion the cast of tlie throw, lor good or for evil.” 

8o saying, lie retired to his «apartmcni, and was not again seen 
during that niglit. 


CHAPTER XXII. 

A ml aye, as if forUeatli, some lonely trumpet peal’d, 

CiOMP.BlSLr. 

The Varangian, his head agitated with the weighty matters wliich 
were iniiiosed on him, stopfc from time to lime as ho. .journeyed 
through the moonlight streets, to arrest passing ideas as timy shot 
through his mind, and con.sider them with accuraey <n all thmr 
bearings. His thoughts were such as aniniat/Ml or alarmed him 
alternately, each followed by a confused throng of ae(!om]>animcuts 
which it suggested, and banished again in its turn by refiections of 
another description. It was one v./f tho.se conjynctures when the 
minds of ordinary men feel themselves unable to siqiport a burden 
which is suddenly fiung upon them, and wlicn, on tlie contraiw, those 
of uncommon fortitude, aud that best of Heaven’s gifts, good sense, 
founded gn presence or mind, feel their tMents awakened and regu* 
lated for the occasion, like a good steed under the management of a 
Hder of courage and experience. 

As ne stood in one of those fits of reverie, which repeatedly during 



200 COUNT BOUERT OF PARIS. 

that iiifj-lit arrested Iiis stern military march, llcrewajjd tlioug-ht that 
his ea'i: call^?llt llie note of a distant trumpet. This Wrprised him ; 
a trumpet blown at that late hour, and in the streets of Constantinople, 
arg'ucd something extraordinary; for as all military movements were 
the subject of special ordinance, the etiquette of tlie nigflit could 
Imrdly have been tnins^rressed without some great cause. The 
question was, what that cause could be ? 

Had the insurrection broken out unexpectedly, and in a diiferent 
manner from wdiat the conspirators proposed to themselves? — If so, 
In’s meeting with his plighted bride, after so many years’ absence, was 
but fi delusive preface to their separating for ever. Or had the cru- 
saders, a race of men upon whose motions it was diiriciilt to calculate, 
suddenly taken ^arms and returned from the opiiosite shore to sur- 
prise the cily ? This might very possibly be the case ; so numerous 
liad heen the diflerent causes of complaint afforded to the crusaders, 
tlmt, wlioii they were now for the first time ai^sembled into one body, 
and had Iicard the stories wliicli they could reciprocally toll concern- 
ing the pertly of the Creeks, nothing was so lilcely, so natural, even 
])crhaps so justifiable, as tliat they should study revenge. 

But tljc sound rather resembled ii point of war regularly blown, 
than the tiimulluous blare of bugle-horns and trum))CL8, the accom- 
paniments at once, and the annunciation, of a taken town, in which 
the liorrid circumstances of stonn had not yet given place to such 
stern pence as the victors’ weariness of slaughter and rapine allows 
at length to the WTctched inhabitants. Whatever it was, it was 
necessary that Hereward should learn its purport, and therefore he 
made liis way info a broad street near the barracks, from which the 
sound seemed to come, to which point, indeed, his way was directed 
for other reasons. ^ ‘ ^ 

The inhabitants of that quarter of tlie town did not appear vio- 
lently startled by this military signal. The moonlight slept on tlie 
street, crossed by the gigantic shadowy towers of Samda Sophia. 
No linnian being' appeared in the streets, and such as for an instant 
looked from their doors or fror. their lattices, seemed to have their 
curiosity quickly satisfied, for they withdrew their hqgd.s,*iiud secured 
the opening through which they had peeped. 

Hereward could not help remembering' -the traditions wliicli v/oro 
recounted by the fathers of his tribe, in, the deep woods of llamp-. 
shire, and wliich spoke of invisible huntsmen, who Avere heard to 
follow with viewless horses and hounds the unseen chase through the 
depths of the forests of Germany. Such, it seemed, were the sounds 
with which these haunted woods were ivont to ring while the wild 
chase was up ; and with such apparent terror did the hearers listen 
to their clamour. 

“Fid” he said; as he suppressed within him a tendency to the 
same superstitious fears j,. ‘^jmch childish fancies belong to a man 
trusted with so mucb,^]^y|p|fi whom so much is expected?” Ho 
paced down the strcek|i^®re, with his battle-axe over his shoulder, 
and the first nersoti:yr!|oii^^ venturing to look out of his door, 
he questioned cause of this military music at such an 

;,,j|naccustemea howr, 
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, I eaniiot ttil, so please you, luy lonl,” said the eitizoii, 
it ap])eared, toTeumiu in the open air, or to enter into conversation, 
and* j^rcatly disposed to decline fiu*lher qiiestioninj^. Tliis was the 
poliltcal citizen of Constantinonlo, whom we met with at the beoiu- 
nin;Df of this history, and who, nastily Btci)pin^ into his habitation, 
eschewed all further conversation. 

The wrestler Stephanos showed himself at the next door, which 
was garlanded with oak and ivy leaves, in honour of some recent 
victory, lie stood xinshrinkin^,‘partly encourag:ed by the conscious- 
ness of personal strtMigtli, and partly by a ni<^ged Burliness of temper, 
which is often mistaken among* persons of this kind for real courage. 
II is admirer and flatterer, Lysimachns, kept himself ensconced 
behind his ample shoulders. 

A*i llerewnrd ])Mssed, he put the same question as Jic did to the 
former citizen, — “ Know you the meaning of these trumpets sounding 
so late?” 

You should know best yourself,’^ answered Stephanos, doggedly; 

for, to judge by your axe and helmet, they are your trfimpetH, and 
not ours, which disturb honest men in their first sleep.” 

‘‘Varlet!” answered the Varangian, with an ernjihasis which 
made the prizer start, — “biit—when that trumpet sounds, it is no 
time for a soldier to punish insolence as it deserves.” 

Tlio Greek started back and bolted into his house, nearly over- 
throwing in the speed of his retreat the artist Lysimachns, who was 
listening to what ])as8cd. 

Ilercwarcl passed on to the barracks, where llio military music 
had seemed to halt ; but on the Varangian crossing the threshold of 
the ample courtyard, it broke forth again with a tremendous burst, 
whose clangour almost stunned liim, though weli accustomed to the 
sounds. “Wliat is the meaning of this, Engel brccht?” he said to 
the Varangian sentinel, who paced axe in hand before the entrance. 

The proclamation of a challenge and combat,” answered Engcl- 
hrccht. “ Strange things towuird, comrade ; the frantic crusaders 
have bit the Grecians, and infected theJh with their humour of tilting, 
as they say ddgs tV> each other wdth madness.” 

IJereward made no rcjdy to the sentiners speech, but pressed for- 
w’i>rd into a knot of his fcHow-soldicrs who were assembled in the 
court, half-armed, or, more ])ropcrly, in total disarray, as just arisen 
from their beds, and huddled around the trumpets of their corps, 
which were drawn out in full pomp. He of the gigantic instrument, 
whose duty it was to intimate the express commands of the Emperor, 
was not wanti-gg in liis place, and the musicians were supj)t)rted by a 
band of the Varangians in arms, headed by Achilles Tatms himself. 
Ilercward could also notice, on approaching nearer, .as his comrades 
made way for him, that six of the Imperial heralds were on duty on 
this occasion ; four of these (two acting at the same time) had 
already made proclamation, which was to be repeated for the third 
time by the two last, as was the usual fasliion in Constantinople with 
Imperial mandates of gi*eat consequence. Achilles T^iua, the 
moment ho saw his confidant, made him a sign, v^h'jiSr Here- 
wan’d ufiderstood as conveying a desire to speak with him after tho, 
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pi-ocUmatioii was over. The herald, after the flou]^sh of trumpete 
was finished, eommenoetl in these words : — 

^Miy the anthoril^ of the resplendent ami divine Prince AJdxius 
Comnentia, Emperor of the most lioly Eoman Empire, his Imperial 
IVIfiiesty desires it to he made known to all and sundry the subjects 
of iiis empire, whatever their race of blood niny be, or at whatever 
ahrine of divinity they happen to bend — Know ye, therefore, that 
upon tlio accf»mrday after this is dated, mir beloved son-in-law, the 
mtieli cst(‘cmed Otesar, hath taken upon him to do battle with oiu 
flwoT’ii enemy, Robert, Count of Paris, on account of bis in.soJeiil 
conduct, by prcsumii\£: publicly to occupy our royal seat, and no less 
by bi-eaking in our lnii)crial presence, Ibose curious specimens oi 
art, oniamcntiflg* our throne, called by tradition the Lions of Solo- 
mon. And that tlicrc may not remain a man in Europe who sliall 
dare to say that the Grecians arc behind other parts of the world in 
any of tlic manly exorcises which Christian nations use, the naidi 
noble enemies, renouncjn;r all assistance from falsehood, from spollaj, 
or from magic, shall debate this quarrel in three coursei^ with grinded , 
spears, and three ])assagcs of arms with sharpened swords ; tlio field 
to Ixj at the judgment of the honourable Emperor, and to be de»cnlod 
at his most gracious and unerring* pleasure. And so God show the 
right ! ” 

Another forinidahlc flourish of the trumpets concluded the ceve- 
nionv. Achilles then dismissed llic attendant troops, as well as tin' 
heralds and musicians, to their respective quarters ; mid having 
Ilcroward close to his side, inquired of liim whetlier he had bjariied 
anyllniig of (ho prisoner, Kolicrt, Count of Paris. 

^ “Nothing,’^ said the Varangian, “save the tidings your proda'ma- 
lion <!ontan).s.'’ • 

You think, tlion,” MJtid Achilles, “ that the Count ha, sheen a nartv 
to it.” 

‘‘He ought to Jnivc been so,” answered the Varangian. “ I know 
no one but himself entitled tg lake burden for liis appearance ii”. the 
lists. , 

“AVIiy, look you/’ said the Acolyte, my mos? excellent, though 
hlnnt-wittcd Ucreward,(his Oflc.sar of ours liath had the extravagance 
to v(‘ntnr€^ his tender wit in comparison to that of Achilles latius. 
He stands upon his Jioiumr, too, this inetfahlc fool, and is dispb^ased 
with til e idea of being supposed either to challenge a woman, or to 
receive a challenge at her hand. He has substituted, iberefore, the 
name of the lord instoatl of the lady. If tlic Count fail to appear, 
the Csesar wallcH forward challenger and sncccvssfni tomhataut at a 
clieap rate, since no one has encountered him, and claims that the 
lady Hlnnikl be delivered up to him as captive of his dFea*d(‘d how and 
^u‘ar. This wull bo the signal for a general tumult, in which, d the 
Emperor be not slain on the .spot, he will be conveyed, .to the dungeon 
of his own Blacqiiernal, there to endure the doom which his cruelty 
has infbetod upon so many others.” 

‘^But-~ — ’’said the Varangian. 

** B.utKr'but—buV’ said his ofheer; ‘*bitt thou art a fool. Cnnst 
;thou not see that this gallant Cjesar is willing to avoid the risk of 
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pifcotnitcring witl^tbis lady, while lie enmewtly desiresi to ho siippcwod 
williiiiy to meet her Imshahd ? It is our busnicss to fix the coml)at in 
Huch a shape as to bring' all who are. prepared for insurrection lo- 
«rother in arms to play their parts. Do thou only see that our trusty 
friends are placed near to the Emperor’s nerson, and in such a 
manner as to keep from him the otficious and meddling jiortion of 
«^uards, who may be supposed to assist him ; and whether the Caesar 
figlils a combat with lord or lady, or whether there be any combat at 
all or not, the revolution sliallbo accompiyied, and the Tatil shall 
replace the Comnoni upon the Imperial throne of Constantinople. 
Co, my trusty Here ward. Thou wilt not forget thnt the signal word 
j of the insurrection is Ursel, who lives in the affections of the people, 
although his body, it is said, ha.*? long lain a corpse in the duugeon.s 
of the Blacquornal.”- 

** What was this Urscl,” said Ilereward, ‘‘ of whom I hear men talk 
so variously ? ” 

** A competitor for the crown with Alexius Oomnenus— good, brave, 
and honest; but overpowered by the cunning, rather than the skill 
01 ' bravery of his foe. lie died, as I believe, in the Blaoquernal; 
Ihough when, or liow, there arc few that can say. But, up and be 
doing, iny Hemvardl Speak encouragement to the yarangians — 
Interest wijj^plftyer^tliou canst to join us. Of the Immortals, ns 
they are ciiMJjnd ofife disconteuied citizens, enough are ^u’epared 
to fill up tlie^^ w^ake of those on whom wo must 

rely as the ho^nuersmwt^ie enterprise. No longer shall Ah'xius’s 
cunning, in avoiding popNilar assemblies, avail to protect liiin ; ho 
cannot, with regard to liis honour, avoid being present at a combat 
to be fought beneath his own eye ; and Mercliry be praised for fli.? 
eloquence which inspired him, after some hesitation, to determine 
for the proclamation ! ” 

“You have seen him, then, this evening ?” said the Varangian. 

“Seen liirn! Unquestionably,'’ answered the Acolyte. “Had 1 
ordered these tmnipcts to be sounded witj-iout his knowledge, the bhisi 
had hloiv n the head from my shoulders.” 

“ 1 had ivell-nigli*mct you at the palace,” said TIereward ; while hi >- 
heart throbbed almo.st as high as if he had actually bad such a dati - 
germis encounter, 

“ I heard something of it,” said Achilles ; “ that you came to fnko 
the parting orders oflum who now act.s the soveroign. Surely, had 
I seen you there, with tliat steadfast, open, seemingly honest coiinto- 
nance, cheatin.i^.tho wily Greek by very dint of bluntnoss, 1 Inid not 
forborne laughing at the contrast hetween that and the tlioughts of 
thy heart.” 

“ God alone,” said ITereward, “knows the tlionghts of our hearts ; 
but I take Him to witness, that I am faithful to niy ])romiHc, and will 
discharge the task intrusted to me.” 

“Bravo! mine honest Anglo-Saxon,” said Achilles. “I pray thee 
to call my slhves to unarm me ; and when thou thyself deftest those 
wo.'ipons of an ordinary life-guard.sman, tell them they never ^liall 
al^re twice more enclose the limbs of one for whom fate has much 
more fitting garments in store.’’ 
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4 ^Llei‘ewanl dared not intrust liU voice with an f#iswcr to so cHtlhal 
a speech; he bo\Ycd profoundl}^ and retired .t*o his own quarters in 
the building', ^ ^ - 

Upon entevi)ig’ the apartment, he was immediately saluted by the 
voice of Count jRobert, in joyful accents, not supnressed by the fear 
of mahing* himself heard, though prudence should have made that 
uppermost in his mind. 

“ Hast thou lieard it, my dear Hereward,” he said— hast thou 
hoard the proclamation, by wliieh this Greek antelope hath defied 
me to tilting with grinded spears, and fighting tlircc piissages of 
arms with sharpened swords? Yet there is something strange, too, 
that he should not think it safer to hold my lady to the encounter?. 
He may thirtk, ])erhnpS 5 that the crusaders would not permit such a 
hatllo to he fought. But, by our Lady of the Brt>ken Lances ! he little 
knows that the men of the West hold their ladies^ character for cour- 
age as jealously as they do their owu, ^ Tliis whole night have I been 
cluisidcriug in what armour I shall clothe me ; y^-hat shift I shall mak } 
for a stetd ; and whether 1 shall not honour liim sufficiently by using 
Trauchefer as my only weapon, against his whole armour, offensive 
and defensive.” 

“I shall take care, however,” said Hereward, “ that thou art better 
provided in case of need.— Thou knowest not the Greeks.” 


CHAPTEU XXIIL 

Tue Varangian did not leave the Count of Paris until the latter 
had placed in his hamls his signet-ring mnee (as the heralds express 
it), and bearing the proud motto, “Mine yet 

imscathed,” Provided with tliis symbol of confidence, it -was now 
liis business to take order fqr communicating the approaching solem- 
nity to the leader of the crusading army, and demanding for him, 
in ihc name of Itobert of Paris and the Lady Lrenliildn., such a de- 
tachment of western cavaliers as might insiifo strict observance of 
honour and honesty in the arnum-eraent of the lists, and daring the 
progress of the combat. The autie.s imposed on Hereward were 
sucli as to render it impossible for Jiim to i)roceed personally to the 
Ciimp of Godfrey; and though there were many of the Varangiun.s 
ill whose fidelity he could have trusted, he knew of none among those 
under his immediate command whose intelligeuce/ on so novel m 
occasion, mi^ht be entirely depended on. In this perjilexity, he 
strolled, perhaps without well knowing- why, to the g*ardens of 
Agelastcs, where fortune once more prouuoed him nu interview with 
Bcrtlia. 

No sooner h|S! Hereward made her aware of his difficulty, than the 
faithful bower-maiden’s resolution was taken, 

“ 1 SCO,” said she, “ that the peril of this part of the adventure 
must;«est with me; and wherefore should it not? My mistres^s. in 
, the bbsom of prosperity, offered herself to go forth into the wide 
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world for^my sake ; 1 will for hers go to the camp of this Frankish 
lord, lie is an h%iourable man, and a pious Christian, and his ?ol- 
lowers are faithful pilgrims. A woman can have notliinij to fear who 
g^oes to such men upon such an errand.” 

The Varangian, however, was too well acquainted with tlic man- 
ners of camps to permit the fair Bertha to go alone, lie provided, 
therefore, for her safe-guard a trusty old soldier, bound to his person 
by long kindness and confidence, and having thoroughly possessed 
her of the particulars of the message she Avas to deliver, and desired 
her to be in readiness without the enclosure at peep of dawn, returned 
once more to his baiTacks, 

With the earliest light, Hereward was again at the spot where ho 
-had parted overnight with Bertha, accom])anied by tlie l^onest soldier 
to w'hose care he meant to confide her. In a shoi t time, he had seen 
them safely on board of a ferry-boat lying in the harbour; the mas- 
ter of wdiich readily admitted tliem, after some examination of tlieii* 
lii^cnce, to pass to Scutari, Which was forged in the name of flic Aco- 
lyte, as authorised by that foul conspirator, and which ag^n^ed with 
the uppcai'anco of o]<l Osmund and his young charge. 

The morning’ was lovely ; and erelong the town of Sciifari opened 
on the view of tlie travellers, glittering, as now, with a vari(!ty of 
architecture, which, though it might he termed fantastical, could not 
ho denied the praise of beauty. These buildings rose boMly out of 
a thick grove of cypresses, and other huge trees, the. larger, jirobably, 
as they were respected for filling the cemetries, and being the guar- 
dians of tlio dead, 

. At the ])eriocl w'e mcniton, another circumstance, no Ic.'-s striking 
than beauti fn), rendered doubly interesting a scene wliicli must have 
been at all times greatly so. A large portion of tliat niiscellaneous 
army which came to regain the liolj places of Palestine, and the 
blessed Sepulebre itself, from tho infidels, had established tliem- 
selves in a camp within a mile, or thereabouts, of Scutari. Although, 
therefore, tho crusaders were destitutft in a great measure of the 
use of tents, tho army (excepting the pavilions of some leaders of 
high rank) had ^sonstructed for themselves temporary huts, not uu- 
jileasing to the eye, being decorated with leaves and flowers, while 
the tall pennons and banners that floated over them with various de- 
vices, sliowed that the flower of Europe iverc assembled at tliat place. 
A loud and varied murmur, resembling that of a thronged Jiive, 
floated from tho camp of the crusaders to tho neighbouring town of 
Scutari, and every now and then tlic deep tone was broken by some 
shnllor sound, the note of some musical instrument, or the treble 
scream,, of some dliild or femt^lc, in fear or in gaiety. 

The party at length landed in safety; and as they aiiproached one 
of the gates of the camp, there sallied forth a hri^K arfay of gallant 
cavaliers, pages, and squires, exercising their masters’ horses dr their 
own. From the noise they made, conversing at tho very top of their 
voice.s, galloping, curvetting, and prancing their palfrey.s, it seemed 
as if their early discipline had called them to exercise ere the fumes 
of last night’s revel were tlioroughly dissipated by repose. So soon 
hs tjjjpy Siiw’ Bertha and Iier party, they approached them with erics 
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which marked their country was Italy — Al’erfca ! arcrta ! — Boba de’ 
g'lUdagiio, cameradi ! ^ ^ A* 

'J'hoy gathered round the An^lo-Saxoii maiden and her com- 
panions, repeating ilieir cries m a manner which . made Bertha 
tremble. Tlieir geno)*al demand, was, " What was her busiuoas in 
their camp ; ’ 

“I would to the gcneral-in-chief, cavaliers,'" answered Bertha, 
“having a secret message to his ear.” 

For wliose ear ? ” said a leader of the party, a handsome youth 
of abnnt eighteen years of age, who seemed cither to have a sounder 
bruin lliaii hi;: tellows, or to Jiave overflowed it with less wine. “Which 
ol our leaders do you come hither to see?” ho demanded. 

'' (Todfrey of Bouillon” 

“ indeed ! said the i)ap;c who had spoken lirst ; “can nothing of 
less consefjucnce serve thy turn ? Take a look amongst ua ; young 
iins we all, and reasonably wealthy. My Ijord of Bouillon is old,, and 
if he lias any s(*quins, he L not like to lavish them in this way.” 

“ Still J have a token to OodlVoy of Bouillon,” answered Bertha, 
‘Sin assured one; and ho will Hitlc iliaiik any who obstrucU my 
free passage' to him atjd therewithal showing a little case, iii whicli- 
tlui signet of i-he Count of Paris >vas enclosed, “ 1 will trust it in your 
hand's” slio f;aid, “if you promise not to open ii, but to give me free 
access io the iicfliie leader uf the criisad(M*s.'’ 

'“1 will,” wiid the youth, “ and if such be the Duke’s ])leasuve,thou 
shall bo admittoO 

“Drneet the Apulian, thy dainty Italian wit is caught in a trap,” 
said one of liis companions. 

“[riiou art an ultra moutaue fool, Polydoro,” leturned Krnest; 
“there may be more in this than citlicr iliy wit or mine is able to 
falhoni. This nuiideu and one of her atteiiidants wnnir a dress be- 
longing io ihe Varangian Imperial Guard. They have pcrhai>s been 
intrusted with a message from the Emperor, and it is not irrecon- 
cilable with, Alexius h in»]iiicr^to send it tbrougli sucli messengers ay 
these. )jet us, theref'>re, cenvey them in all inni-our to the Genorarw 
tent.” ^ “ 

“With all my heart,” .s«iid Folydore. “ A ‘biue-eved wench is a 
pretty thing, but J like not the sauce of the camp-inarsliul, nor bis 
t.aste*in aitiriug men who give way to temptalion,®^ Yet, ere I pr-ivo 
a tool UIko my companion, 1 would ask who or what tliis pretty maiden 
is, svho conie.H to put noble ininces and holy pilgrims in mind tiuit 
they have in their time bad the follies of tuen t ” 

Bertha advanced and whispered in the car of Krnoit. Meajjtime 
joke foUow'ed jest, among Folydore and the rest ot the gay youths, 
in riotous Oml ribald succession, which, however chara.ct< ristic of the 
rude Speakers, may as well be omiited here. Their effect was to 
shaken in some, degi'pi? the fortitude of the Saxon maiden, who had 
S(nnc difficulty inaniistering courage to address them. “As you 
have mothers, gopijeiuc-n,” she said, “as you have fair sisters, \vhpm 

ll'luit — *♦ Tak6 hoed ! take heed I there iBbooty^ ooua'adod l 

fl amon^ thg CVusadcrti found guilty of cei tuiu offoatici?. did peoar.<;o in u 

(11063 t‘i aud l.juthyi‘s, tIioug!» it ia supi OBcd u jnlni.shment of uiodLfu invent^ >». 
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you would protect, from dishonour with your best blood —fts you love 
Hiul ijoiiour Ihorf holy places w'bich yon are sworn to free fVord the 
iufidpl ev^eiijy, have compassion on me, that you Uiay merit success 
in yoiir undertaking’ ! ** 

“Fear nothing', maiden,” said Ernest, “I will be yoiu* prohxdor ; 
and you, my comrades, be ruled by mo, I have, during* your bvsiwl- 
ing, takeira view, Ihougli somewhat, against my^ pr»nnisc, t.| the 
pledge wliich she bears, and if she who presents* it is atiVonted or 
maltreated, he assured Godfrey of Bouillon will severely avenge the 
wrong done her.” 

, “Kay, comrade, if tliou canst warrant ii.s so much,” .said Polydoro, 
“ I will myself )>e most auxioits to conduct the 30 ung’ woman in Iion- 
our and safety to 8ir Godfrey’s tent.” 

“The Princes,” said Erne.st, “must be nigh meeting there in 
council. What J have said I will warrant and uj>hold nith haml and 
life. ]\1ore 1 might g'lmvs, but 1 conclude this sensible young maiden 
can speak for herself.” 

“Now, Heaven bless time, g'allaut squire,” said Bertlia, “and make 
thee alike brave and lurtnijato ! Embarrass yourself no larthm’ about 
me, than to deliver me safe, to your leader, Godfrey.” 

“We s|>ond time,” said Ernest, springing* from his horse. “ Voii 
are no soft Eastern, fair maid, and 1 presume you will iind yourK.elf 
under no dilHculty in managing a (luiet horse?*” 

Not the least,” said Uevlha, as, whipping herself in ht'r cassock, 
fdic a]>rung from the ground, and alighted upon the spiritial pallVoy, 
us a liiimd stoops upon a rose-bush. " “And now, sir, na my biisiiioss 
really brooks Jio dtday, f will be indebted to you to show me instantly 
to Die tent of Puke ihKifrey of Bouillon.” 

l|y availing lierself of this eourlesy of the young Apuinin, Bertha 
iui])riidently sepanded herself from the old S’^arangiaii ; buttlieiu- 
toniions oi' the youth were honourable, and he conducU'd her through 
the Icni.s and iiut^ to the pavilion of tlic celebrated General-iu-cdiief 
of the Crmiiule. 

“Kere,” he said, “you inuH tarry for a space, under the geair- 
diamdiip of n¥y eoinpanious” (for two or three of tbe pages had 
accompanied then?, out of curiosity to sec the issue), “ ami 1 will 
take the eonunaiids of the .Duke of Bouilhni upon tlie subject.” 

To this nothing could be objected, and Bertha had nothing better 
to do than to admire the OTitsuie of the tent, which, in one of AkoviuM’s 
fits of generosity and niunifieeuce, had been presented by the Greek 
Einpei'or to tlui Chief of i be Pranks. It was raised upon tall spear- 
shaped j)i»le.M, which had the heinblaaee of gold; its curtains were of 
a thick stiilf, nianufiieturcd cd* silk, cotton, and gold thread. The 
warders who .stood were (at least during the time that the 

ciuincil was licld) old grave men, the personal stmifes of the body, 
mod, of tlicin, of ilio sovereigns who had taken Uie Cross, arul who 
could, therefore, be trusted as a guard over the assembly, without 
danger of their blribbing wliat they might overhear. Tlum appear- 
ance. was serious and considerate, and Dicy looked like mou who iuid 
taken vipoujheni the Cross, not as an idle adventuye ol’fU'm.s, bat ms 
a^nrpose of the iOosl solemn and serious nature* One of tl'cse 
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stopped tlio Italian, and demanded wliat ‘btisinoss antliovisod iiim to 
press forward into the council of the crusaders, >ho were already 
taking their seats. I'he pas’c answered by g‘ivin<r his name, “ lirnes't 
of Otranto, page of Prince Tancred;*’ and stated that he announced 
a young: woman, who bore a token to the Duke of Bouillon, adding: 
that it was accompanied by a messag:e for his owm ear. 

Bertha meantime laid aside her mantle, or upper crarrnent, and 
disposed the rCvSt of her dress according’ to the Anglo-Saxon costume. 
She had hardly completed this task, before the page of Prince Taii- 
cred returned, to conduct her into the presence of the eouncil of the 
Crusade. She followed his signal ; while the other young men who 
had accom])anied her, wondering at the apparent ease witli which 
she gained adpiittaiice, drew back to a respectful distauc(‘ fi t mi tlie 
tent, and there canvassed the singularity of their morning’s ad- 
vcMitiiro. 

In the meanwhile the ambassadress liersclf cnfercd the council 
chamber, exhibiting an agreeable mixture of slmmefacedncss and 
reserve, together with a bold determination to do her duty at all 
events. There were about fifteen of the principal crusaders assem- 
bled in council, with their chieftain Godfrey, lie liimself was a tall 
strong man, arrived at that period of life in which men are su))j)osed 
to have lost none of their resolution, while they liave acquired a wis- 
dom and circumspection unknown to their earlier years. Tlie coun- 
tenance of Godfrey bcsjioke both prudence and bulilncss, ami resem- 
bled his liair, where a few threaiia of silver wore already mingled 
with his raven lock.s. 

Tailored, the noblest knight of (lie Christian chivalry, sat at no 
groat distance from him, with TIugh, Earl of Vermaiidois, generally 
called the Groat Count, the selfish and wily Bohemond, the powerful 
Baymond of Provence, and others of the principal crusaders, all mure 
or less completely sheathed in armour. 

Bertha did not allow her courage to be broken down, but advanc- 
ing with a timid grace towards Godfrey, she placed in his hands flic 
signet which liad been rostered to her by the voiing jiago. and after 
a deep obeisance, spoke these words; “Godfrev, doriit of Bouillon, 
])uke of Lorraine the Lower, Chief of the Holy J!.iiterprise called the 
Crusade, and you, his gallant comrades, peers, and companions, bv 
whatever tille.s you may be honoured, I, an liumble maiden of Ihig- 
laiid, daughter of Engelred, originally a franklin of Hampshire, and 
since Cliieftaiu of the Foresters, or free Anglo-8axons, under the 
command of the celebrated Edrie, do claim v/liat credence is duo to 
the bearer of the true pledge which 1 put into your hand, on the part 
of f)iie not the least cou^idcrable of your own body, Count Bobert of 
Paris ” 

^ “ Our most honourable Confederate,” said Godfrejq looking at the 
“Most of yoUj^my lords, must, I think, know this signet— a 
•field s6wii with the ]^gments of many splintered lances.” ^’ho sig- 
net Was handed from' one of the Assembly to another, and general I v 
recogni-ed. • ^ 

When Godfrey had signified so much, the maiden ^nunod Iter 
message. “To, all true crusaders, therefore, comrades ofGod'^rey 
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j)f Bouillon, and especially to the Duke liimsolf, - to all I say ex.^e])t- 
in^y Boliemoiid If Tareiitum, wJiom he counts unworthy of his no- 
tice- — ” 

“ Hall ! me unworthy of his notice,” said Bohemond. “ What 
mean you hy that, damsel? — But the Count of Paris shall answer it 
to me?’ 

‘‘Under your fiivour, Sir Bohemond,” said Godfrey, “no. Our 
articles renounce the sending^ of challenges ourselv'os, and 

the matter, if not dropt betwixt the parties, must be referred to tiie 
voice of this honourable council.” 

“ 1 think 1 <»mess the business now, my lord,” said Bohemond. 
“ The Count of I'aris is disposed to turn and tear me, because I 
offered him ^^ood counsel on the evenin«if before we ieft Constanti- 
nople, when ho nes^lectcd to accept or be ^>'uided by it ” 

“ It will be tile more easily explaine<l when we have heard his 
message,” said Godfrey — “Sneak forth Lord llobert of Paris’s 
charo’e, damsel, that we may take some order with that which now 
seems a perplexed business.” 

Bertha resumed her messa^je; and, having* briefly narrated the 
recent events, thus concluded:— “The battle is to be done to-mor- 
row, about two hours after daybreak, and the Count entreats of the 
noble Duke of T^orraine that ho will permit some fifty of the lauces 
of Ph ance to attend the deed of arms, and secure that fair and hon- 
ourable conduct which he has otherwise some doubts of receiving* at 
the bands of his adversarj% Or if any young* and gallant kmght 
should, of liis own free will, wish to view the said combat, the Count 
will feel his presence as an honour; always lie desires that the name 
of such knight be numbered carefully with ‘he armed crusjuhu’s Avho 
shall attend in the lists, and that the whole shall be limited, by Duke 
Godfrey’s own inspection, to fifty lances only, which are enough to 
obtain the protection required, while more would be considered as a 
preparation for aggression upon the Grecians, and occasion the re- 
vival of disputes which are now happily at rest.” 

Bertha had no sooner finished doliveftng her manifesto, and made 
with great hjjr obeisance to the council, than a sort of whisper 
took place in the assembly, which soon assumed a more lively tone. 

Their soloraii vow not to turn their back upon Palestine, now that 
they had set their hands to the plough, was strongly urged by some 
of the elder knights of the council, and two or three high prelates, 
who had by this time entered to take share in the deliberations. 
The young* knights, on the other hand, were fired with indignation 
on hearing the manner iu which their comrade had been trepanned ; 
and few of them could think of missing a combat in the lists in a 
country in which such sights were so rare, and where one was to be 
fought so near them. 

Godfrey rested his brow on his luind, and seemed iu great perplex- 
hy. To break with the Greeks, after having suffered so many inju- 
ries iu order to maintain the advantage of keeping the peace with 
them, seemed very impolitic, and a sacrifice of all he had obtained 
by a long Mrse of painful forbearance towards Alexius Comnenus. 
other hand, lie was bound as a man of honour to resent the 
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injury oftered to Count Kobert of Paris, whose reckless spirit of chi- 
valry made him the darling' of the army. It was the •cause, too, of a 
beautiful lady, and a brave one: every knight in the host would 
think himself hound, by his vow, to hasten to her defence. When 
Godfrey spoke, it was to complain of the difhculty of the determina- 
tion, and llie sliort time there was to consider the case. 

“With submission to my Lord Duke of Lorraine,'' said Tancred, 
“I was a knight ore 1 was a crusader, and took on me the vows of 
chivalry, ere I placed this hlcssed sign upon my shoulder ; tlm vow 
first made must be first discharged. 1 will therefore do penance for 
neglecting, for a space, the obligations of the second vow, while 1 
observe that whicli recalls me to the first duty of knighthood, — the 
relief of a distressed lady in the hands of men whose conduct towards 
her, and towards this host, in every respect entitles me to call them 
treacherous failours.” 

“If my kinsman Tancred,” said Bohemond, “will check his impe- 
tuosity, mid you, my lords, will listen, as you have sometimes deigned^ 
to do, to my advice, I think I can direct you how to keep clear of 
any breach of your oath, and yet fully to relieve our distressed fel- 
low-pilgrims. — 1 see spine suspicious looks are cast towards me, 
whicli are caused perhaps by the churlish manner in which this vio- 
lent, and, in this case, almost insane young warrior, lias protested 
ngainst receiving my assistance. My great ofiVnee is the having 
given him warning, by prccejit and exampb;, of the treachery which 
wuH about to be practised ugaimst him, and instructed him to use for- 
bearance and temperance. My warning lie altogether contcnuicd 
— iny example ho neglected to follow, .and fell into the snare which 
WAh s|w*eacl, as it W'ere, before his very eyes. Yet the Count, of 
Paris, in rasJily contemning me, has acted only from a temper w hich 
misfortune and disappointment have rendered irrational and fx’aiitie. 
I am so far from bearing him ill-wdll, that, with your lordship’s por- 
mihsion, and that of the present council, J will baste to the i>luce of 
rendezvous with fifty lances, making up (lie retinue which attends 
upon each to at least (cn incj, whicli will inuke the stipulated, auxi- 
liary force equal to five hundred; and with these 1 can have iitUo 
doubt of rescuing the Count and his lady.” 

“ No] dy proposed,” said the Duke of Bouillon; “and with a chari- 
table forgiveness of injuries which becomes our Christian expedition. 
But thou hast forg'ot the main difficulty, brother Bohemond, that wo 
are sworn never to turn back upon the sacred journey.” 

“ If we can elude that oath upon the present occasion,” said Bohe- 
mond, “ it becomes our duty to do so. Are we such had horsemeu, 
or are our steeds so awkward, that we caunot rein them back from 
this to the landipg-place at Scutari? We cau get them on shipboard 
ill the same ^rograde manner, and when we arrive in Europe, 
where our vtt^%inds ns no longer, the Count and Countess of Paris 
are rescued; our vow remains entire in the Chancery of Heaven.” 

A general ^hout arose — “Long life to the gallant Bohemond!— 
Shame to us if we do not fly to the assistance of so valiant a kniglit, 
so lovely, since we can do so without breach ,M our vow.'' 

•We’^ucstion,” said Godfrey, “appears to me to be elBaed ra{j?»er 
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tluiii hioivcd ; yet aueh evasions have been admitted by ihe rjiost 
Tcariiod and scnlpuloiis clerks; nor do I hesitate t<» adnnt of J5ohe- 
inojui's expedient, any more than if the enemy had af tacked our 
rear, which might have occasioned our countermarching to be a case 
of absolute necessity.” 

Home there were in the assembly, particularly the cluirchrnon, in- 
clined to think that the oath by which the crusaders had solimmly 
hound themselves, ouglit to be as literally obeyed. But Feter the 
Hermit, who had a j»jace in the council, and possessed gnjat weigiit, 
declared it as his opinion, “That since the i)ret‘ise ol)servance of 
their vow would tend to diminish ihe forces of the crusade, it was i/i 
fact unlawful, and should nut be kept according to the litoral mean- 
ing, if, by a fair construction, it coukI he eluded.” 

lie oiiered himself to back the animal whicli he bestrode— that is. 
Ilia ass; and tlioiigh lie was diverted from showing this example by 
the remonstrances of Godfrey of Bouillon, wlio W’^n.s afraid of his 
becoming a scandal in the eves of the heathen, yet he st> i>rovailed 
by ills arguments, that the knights, far from scrupling counter- 
niiirch, eagerly eontended which should have the honour of making 
one v)f ilie parly which should retrograde to OonstaiUinople, see the 
combat, and bring back to the host iu safety the valorous Count 
of I’aris, of whose victory uo one doubled, and his Amasionian 
Countess. 

This emulation was also put an end to by the autiiority of Godfrey, 
wlio himself hoiectod the lifty knights who were if) compose the parly. 
They were chosen from <lihorcnt natioiiM, and the coiriioiiud of the 
whoh. was given to young I’ancred of Otranto. Notwitii, standing 
tile claim of Boliemoiid, Godfrey detained the latter, under the pre- 
text tiiat his knowledge of the country and pco;)le wars absoluudy 
neeecsury to enable the council to form the plan of the eatupaigu in 
Syria; hut in reality he dreaded the sehb.liiiess of a. ma,n (»f great 
ingenuiiy of as well as mililary skill, who, tindiug himsfdi iu a separ- 
ate command, might be tempted, should opporiunities arise, to 
enlarge his own power and dominion the ex[iens0 of the pious 
purposes of thfi en^ade iu general. The younger men of tlicj expe.- 
dition were chielly anxious to procure such Imrses as had been 
thoroughly trained, and could go through with case? <aul tomjier Hie 
n.ana'uvre of equitation, by which it was dcdgiied tt> render iegili- 
niate tiie movement which they had recourse to. The selection was 
at length made, and the detachment ordered to draw up iu llu^ rear, 
or upon the eastward line of the Christian encampment. In the 
meanwhile, Goil/rey charged Bertha with a message for the Cf'uut 
of Farts, in which, slightly censuring him for not observing more 
caution iu his intercourse with the Greeks, he informed him tliat he 
had*sent a detachment of fifty lances, with the corresponding s(|uii es, 
pages, men-at-arms, and cross-bows, five hundred in number, com- 
manded by the valiant Tanered, to his assistance. 'I'he Duke also 
informed fiim that he had added a suit of armour of the best temper 
Milan could afford, together with a trusty wur-lioi^e, which he in- 
treated hii3||p> use upon the field of battle; fur Bertha had not 
to mtimate Count Robert’s want of the means of knightly 
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cquii^moiit. The horse was brought before the pavilion acconlingly,^ 
completely hiirbed or armed in steel, and laden witU armour for the’ 
kni/rht's body. Godfrey himself put the bridle into Bcrtlia’s hand. 

‘‘Thou iieedst not fear to trust thyself with this steed, Im is as 
pfentle and docile as ho is fleet and brjive. Place thyself on his hack, 
and take lieed thou stir not from the side of the noble Prince Tan- 
cred of Otranto, who will he the faithful defender of a maiden that 
has this day shown dexterity, courage, and fidelity.” 

Bertha bowed low, as her checLs glowed at praise from one whose 
talents and worth wore in such general esteem, as to have raised liiin 
to the di.stingiiishcd situation of leader of a host which numbered in 
it the bravest and most distinguished captains of Christendom. 

“ Who are yon two persons ? ” continued Godfrey, speaking of the 
corniianions of Bertha, whom he saw in the distance before the tent 

“The one,” answered the damsel, “is the master of the ferry-boat 
which brought me over : and the other an old Varangian 'who came 
hither as my protector.” 

“As thiY may come to employ their eyes here, and tlicir tongues 
on the opposite side,” returned the general of the crusaders, “ 1 do 
not think it prudent to let them aeconipany you. 'I'liey shall remain 
hero for some short time. Tin* citizens of Scutari will not compre- 
Iiciid for some space what our intention is, and 1 could wish ITince 
Taucrod and his attendants to he the first to announce their owm 
arrival.” 

Bei'tlia accordingly intimated the plea.suro of the French g'eiieral 
to the narties, without naming hi.s motives ; when the ferryman began 
to oxelaiiu on the hardship of intercepting him in his trade, and 
Osmund to complain of being detained from Jiis duties. But Bertha, 
hy the orders of Godfrey, left them with the assurance that they 
would he soon at liberty. Finding theinselvo.s thus abandoned, each 
applied liimself to his favourite amu.sernent. The ferry)nan occnj)ied 
himself in staring about at all that W'as now^; and Cisnuind having 
in the meantime accepted an oiTer of breakfast from some of tlic do- 
incstic.s, w'fis presently eiigag^vl with a flask of such rod wine a.s would 
have reconciled him to a worse lot than tljat w')iich^he, at present 
experienced. 

The detaclinient of Tancred, fifty spear.s and their armed retinue, 
ivhicli amounted fully to five Imiulred men, after liaving taken a 
short and liasty refreshment, w’ere in arms and niuimted before the 
sultry hour of noon. After some maimeuvres, of which the Greeks 
of Scutari, wdiose curiosity was awakened by the preparations of the 
detachment, w^rc at a loss to coraprcliend tlu5 purjmse, tiiey formed 
into a single column, having four men in front. When the horses 
were in this position, the whole riders at once began to rein back. 
The action was one to which botli the cavalier.s and their horses w4t*e 
well accustomed, nor did it at first atford much surprise to the spec- 
tator.; but when the same retrograde evolution was continued, and 
body of crusaders seemed about to enter the tow'ii of Scutari in 
80 extraordinary ft fashion, some idea of the truth begftn to occupy 
the citizens. The cry at length was general, when T»^(|i*ed and a 
few othcr.s, whoso horses were Rimsually well trained, amved 
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port, Jind possessed tliemsclves of a galley, into winch they Idi their 
iuirses, aiuh disTogai ding all opposition from the Imperial officers of 
tile haven, pushed the vessel olF fnun the sliore. 

Ollier cavaliers did not accomplish their pur])Osc so easily; the 
ridcr.*% or the horses were less accustomed to continue in the con- 
strained pace for such a considerable lengtli of time, so that many of 
the knights, liavlng retrograded for one or two hundred yards, thouglit 
their vow was sufficiently observed by having so far deferred to it, 
and riding in the ordinary manner into the town, seized without 
farther ceremony on some vessels wdiieli, notwitlistanding the orders 
of the Greek Emperor, liad been allowed to remain on the Asiatic 
side of the strait. S5orue less able horsemen met with various acci- 
dents ; for though it was a proverb of the lime lhat*n()thing was so 
hold as a blind horse, yet from this mode of equiialion, where neitlicr 
horse nor rider saw ihe way he was going, some steeds vvi'ro over- 
thrown, Olliers hacked upon dangerous obsuieh‘s; and llie hones of 
the cavaliers tliemselves suffered much mure than woiilj} have been 
the case in an ordinary march. 

Th<»se horsemen also who met with falls incurved the danger of 
being slain by ihc Greeks, had not Godfrey, surmounting his religions 
scruples, despatched a stpiadroii lo cxtvicatc tliom-"a task which 
tliey jierformcd with great ease. The greater part of 'rancred’s fol- 
lowers sueoeoiled in embarking', as was intemh'd, nor w’as there more 
tlnin a score or two finally amissing. To accomplish tlieir voyage, 
however, even the Prince of Otranto himself, and most of his fol- 
lowers, were oliligod to betake themselves to (lie nnkniglilly Libonrs 
of the oar. This tlu'y found cdi’cmely difficult, as wadi from the 
slate both of the (ivlo and the wind as from the want of jiractice at 
the exercise. Godfrey in person viewed their progress anxi<msly, 
froni a neighbouring heiglit, and perceived with ri'gret tlie difficulty 
wdiieh they found in making tlieir way, wliieli w’as still inoro increased 
by the nceessity for their keeping in a body, and waiting for the 
slowest and w orst manned vessels, wdiifjji considerably detained tliosc 
tliat were mo^e expeditious. They made some progress, however ; 
nor liad the comnmnder-in*cIiief the least doubt that, before sunset, 
they w'ould safely roach the opposite side of the strait. 

He retired at Icngtli from his post of ohservatir>n, having placed 
a careful sentinel iifliis stead, with directions to bring him Avoi d the 
instant tliat the detaeliineut reached the opposite shore. This the 
soldier could easily discern by the eye, if it w^as daylight at the time ; 
if, on the contrary, it was night before they could arrive, the I’rince 
of Otranto liacVofdin’s to show certain liglits, which, in case of their 
meeting resistance from ihc Greeks, should be arranged in a pecu- 
liar manner, so as to indicate danger. • 

Godfrey then explained to the Greek authorities of Scutari, whom 
he sumrimned before him, tlio necessity there was tliat he should 
keep in readiness such vessels ns could be procured, with which, in 
case of need, he was determined to transport a strong division from 
his army t^^upport those who had gone before, lie then rode back 
to his can^ the confused imiriimra of which, rendered more noisy 
%Tlie various discussions concerning the events of the dnvi rolled. 
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off fi’om the nnmerouH host of the crusaders, aud pingled with tho 
hoarse sound of the niany-hillowed Hellespont. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

All i« prepared — the chambere of the mine 

Art* cramm’d with the corabmtible, which, liarmlera 

V/hilo yet unkiiulled, as the sable sand, 

Xoods hvd ii spark to chaiijfG its nature so, 

Tii.it ho who wakes it from its Bluinbi oiis mood, 

Divjids scairo the expl'<Hio« less tlian he wJjo liiiow« 

That ’tip his towers which meet its fuiy. 

Avonymovs. 

When the shy i« dfirkened suddenly, and the iilrnosphoro g^vowB 
thick and stiflinfi:, the lower ranks of creation entertain the oniinons 
sense of a eoniin;^’ tempest. The birds lly to the thickets, the wild 
ci’oaturcs retreat to tile closest covers whicli their instinct p;ives 
them llie h}i1)it of fridpicntin^^-, and domestic animals^ show their ap- 
))rehensiou of tho approachin^r tlmnder-fdorm by sini'ular actions 
and movcincnls inferring* fear and disturhanec. 

Jt seems that Ininiau nafun*, when its ori^-inal habits arc cultivated 
and a, Mended to, ])ossosscm, on similar occasions, something’ of that 
])reseient forohoding wdiich aimonnccs the approaching tempest to 
tho inferior ranks of creation. The cnltivation of our intelle<'tual 
pr>\vcr ; goes pmdiaps too far, when it teaches us entirely to suppress 
and di.u’egard those natural feelings w'hich \vere originally designed 
as sontineis hy w'hiidi nature wnirued us of impending danger. 

»Som<‘tliiug'of tho kind, however, still remains, and that species of 
feeding whiedi announces to us sorrowful or alarming tidings may he 
said, like the pro]diccics of tuc weird sisters, to come ovt‘v us like a 
siidih'ii cloud. » 

During tlio fatal day which was to precede the combat of the Cttsar 
with the Count of Paris, there were current through the city of Con- 
Btantiuople the most conkadictory, and, at the same time, the most 
terrific reports. Privy conspiracy, it was alleged, was on tlie very 
eve of breaking out; open war, it was reported by otliers, was about 
to shake her banners over the devoted city; the precise cause was 
not agreed upon, any more th.an the nature of the enemy. Some 
said that th(3 barliariaus from the borders of Thracia, the Hunga- 
rians, as they were termed, and the Goinani, were on tlieir march 
from the frontiers to surprise the city; another report stated that 
the Turks, who. during this period, were establislied in Asia, had 
resolved <o t)revent the threatened attack of the cru-adi rs upon 
ikdestine by gldrprising not only the Western Pilgrims, but the 
Christifins oiMpte East, by one Oi their innumerable iiiTasions, exe- 
cuted w ith tjfll’ chanictcristic rapidity. 

Auotfet^l^ort, approaching more near to the truth, iTCciared*fJ^a^ 
. the criisf^U ’ % themselves, having discovered their various causes of 
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.complaint ag*ainsfc Alexins Coninenus, had resolved to naaroli back 
their united folces to the capital, with a view of dethroning or chas- 
tisihg him; and the citizens were dreadfully alarmed for the con- 
sequences of the resentment of men so fierce in their liahits and so 
strange in tlieir manners. In short, although they did not all agree 
on tlic precise cause of danger, it was yet generally allowed that 
something of a dreadful kiniwas impending, which appeared to be 
iji a certoiin degree confirmed by the motions that were taking place 
among the troops. TJie Varangians, as well as the Immortals, were 
gradually asseiuhled, and placed in occupation of the strongest parts 
of tlic'. city, until at ](*ngth the fleet of galleys, row-hoats, and trans- 
ports, occupied by Tancred and his party, were observed to put them- 
selves in motion ironi Scutari, and attempt to gain l^uch a hciglit in 
tile narrow sea- as, upon the turn oC the tide, should transport tlicm 
to the port of the capital. 

Alexius (Jomncuus v/as himself struck at tliis nnoxi)ected inove- 
myiit on llie i>art of the crusaders. Yet, after some conversation 
with I leroward, on 's’t liom he had determined to repose hi* confidence, 
and hud now gone loo far t^ retreat, he heesuno luvissured, the more 
c.specially by the limited size of tin' dctncdiment wliich seemed to 
me dilate sf) hold a measure as an attack upon his capital. To those 
ar(,'niid him lie said >vith carol cssncs.s, that it waa Inirdly to he sup- 
pos(‘d that, n trumpet could blow to the charge, witliiu heaving of the 
crufuulers’ cjunj), without some, out of so many knights, cumiiig forth 
to see (he cuuve and tlic issue of tiie conflud/ 

The consjurators also had their secret fears wlien the little arma- 
ment of 'Ihmcred had been seen on the straits. Agelasics mounted 
a muh', and wont to tlie shore of the sea, at the 'place now called 
Oahda. lie niet Bertlnrs old forrvman, wliom (Godfrey had set at 
liberty, partly in confempt, and partly that the n j)ort lie was likely 
to iniikc, might serve to amuse the cous])irators in the city. Olosel/ 
cxainincd by Agohistes, lie confesHCfl that tbe juTsciit detaclnnent, 
so fur nj ho iinderstMod, was des}>atcl«od at tlie instance of jiohemond, 
ami WHS under the c.ommand of his Kinsman '^I'aiicred, \vli«)se well- 
kmvwn baiiii?!' w%s floating from the headmost vessel. This gave 
courage to Agelastcs, who, in the course of liis intrigues, had opened 
a private communication with the wily and ever mercennry rrince 
of Antioch. The object of the pbilosoplier had been to obtain from 
Bolionioiul ft bodyg^f his followcsrs to co-operate in the intended con- 
spiracy, and fortify the jfairty of insurgent.'^. It is true, tliat Bolie- 
mond had returned no answer, but the account now given by the 
ferryman, anil the siglit of Tancred the kinsman of Bohcmoiurs 
hniuier displayed on tbe stxaits, satisfied the philosopher that his 
offers, his presents, and hi.s pf-omiscs, had gained to his side the avari- 
cious Italian, and that thi.s band had bc^*n selected by nohemoncl, 
and were coming to act in his favour. 

As Ag^ebistes turned to go off, he almost jostled a person, as much 
mu (fled up, and apparently as unwilling to bo known, as the pbiloso- 
jdier himself, AloNius Comnenus, however— for it wus the Kmperor 
nisnsclf— Mow Agelastes, though rather from his stature and gestures, 

M\ his countcmincc ; and could not forbear whispering in his '■*nr, 
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as lie ' passed, the well known lines, to which the pretended sa^e's- 
Tarious acquisitions f^ave some de»»rcc of point ^ 

“ Grammatinis, rliet<>r, goowetrea, pictor, aliptes, 

Auunr, Hi;lKK»olMtC8, merficu», magus; omnia novit. 

Gnuculus e&uiions iu cielum, jusseris, 

Agelaslos first started at the unexptptcd sound of the Emperor’s 
voice, yot imniediatelj recovered presence of mind, the want ot which 
•had made him suspect himself betrayed ; and without taking* notice 
of liic rank of tlie person to whom he spoke, he answered by a quot- 
ation which should return the alarm he had reeeiveil. The speech 
that suggested itself was said to be that which the Phantom of Oleo- 
aiice dinned into the cars of the tyrant who murdered her: — 

“ Til Colo justitiani ; teque olque alios xnanet uUor/'^J 

The sentence, and the recollections which accompanied it, thrilled 
through lliq heart of tlie Emperor, who walked on, however, without 
any notice or reply. 

“Tlie vile conspiraior,” he said, “liaAliis associates around liim 
otherwise lui had not hazarded tliat threat. Or it may have been 
'worse — Agclastes himself, on the very brink of this world, may have 
ohttuned that singular glance into futurity ]»ro])cr to that situation, 
and perliaps speaks less iVom his own reflection than from a strange 
spirit of prescience, which dictates his words. Rave I tlien in earnest 
sinned so far in niy imperial duty, as to make it just to apply to me 
the warning used by the injured Cleontce to her va\is])er and mur- 
derer? Methinks 1 have not. Methinka that at less expense than 
that of a just severity, I could ill have kept my scat in the high place 
where Reaven has been pleased to seal me, and where, as a ruler, 1 
|jnn bound to maintain my .station. Methinks the sum of those who 
jiave 9 xpericnced my clemency may be well numbered with that of 
such as have sustained the deserved piini.shments of their guilt—Ilut 
has that vengeance*, however deserved iu itself, been always taken in 
illegal or justifiable manner? My conscience, I doubt, will liardly 
answer so home a question ; and where is the man, » had he the virtues 
of Antuniiiiis liimself, that can hold .so hmdi and responsible a place, 
yet sustain such an interrogation ns is implied in tliat sort of warning 
which 1 have received from this traitor? 7’u coif! juM-itiam—yid all 
need to use justice to others — Teqxie atuite alios mantt iiltor — ^^vc are 
all amenable to an avenging being — 1 will sec llie Patriarch— in- 
stantly will I see him ; and by confessing my transgressions to the 
Church, I will, by her plenary indulgence, acquire tlie right of 
spending the last day |™|iy reign in ^consciousness of innocence, 
or at least of pii:*don-^3ptte of mind rarely the lot of those whose 
lines have fallen in l^fyPlaccs.’' 

1 Tho lines of Juveiml inaUated by Johnson In Itis London-^ 
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Doiiiioix cultivate justice ; for tlieo and for others there remains ifti avenw 
Ov». Mat, 
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So siiying’, he'pfissod to flie oftkco of Zosimiis tlic Patria ‘di, to 
whom ho conlci^mihosom himself with more l)f(‘}uise he had 

]onJ>* eoiisiilored Ai>'e)}ist<*s :is a private enemy to tlj(i Ciiiircli. iiml a 
man atracljed to the ancient doctrines of heathenism. In (he eonn- 
eils of the slate they were also oj)posed to each other, nor {ii(t the 
Emperor doubt, that in communicating' the secret of the conspiracy 
to the Patriarch, he was sure to attain a loyal and firm supporter in 
tlie defence which he proposed to himself. He thei'cfore gave a 
signal by a low whistle, and a confidential ofiiccr, well mounted, ap- 
proached him, who attended him in his ride, tliough unostentatiously 
and at some distance. 

In tliis manner, therefore, Alexius Comneniis proceeded to the 
nalace of the Patriach, with as mucli spi^etl as waif consistent with 
Jiis purpose of avoiding to attract any parlienlitr iu)li(»e as he passed 
tlirougli the street. Haring the whole ride, the warning of Agehis- 
tes repeatedly occurred to him, and his conscience reminded him of 
loo many actions of his reign, which could only be justified by neces- 
sity, einplnit.icaliy said to he the tyrant's plea, and wh^ch were of 
themselves deserving the dire vengeance so long delayed- 

WIk'u ho came in sight of the splendid towers which adorned tlie 
front of the patriarchal jialace, he turned aside from the lofty gates, 
repaired to a narrow court, and again giving his mule to his'atlend- 
ant, he stop! before a posLeni, whose low arch and humble architrave 
seemed to exclude the possibilily of its loading to any place of im- 
portance. On knocking, however, a priest of an inferior order opened 
the ib'or, who, with a deep reverence, received the Km])er()r ^o soon 
as lie had unulc himself known, and conducted him into the interior 
of the palace. Demanding a secret iiitci’view with the Patriarch, 
Alexius was then nshen'd into his jirivate lihraiy, when-e lie was re- 
ceived by the aged priest with the deepe-^t respect, which tin; nature 
of his communication soon changed into horror and astonishment. 

Although Alexius w^as supposed by many of bis own court, and 
particularly by some members of his owm family, to be little better 
than a hypocrite in his religious prot^ssions, yet such severe obser- 
vers w^ore unjust in branding bim with a name so odious. He was 
indeed aw^are of the great siipjmrt which he received from tlie good 
opinion of the clergy, and to tliem he was willing to make sacrifices 
for the advantage of the Church, or of individuai prelates wlio niuni- 
fested fidelity to the crown ; but though, on the one hand such sac- 
rifices were rarely made by Alexius, without a view to temporal jndicy, 
yet on the other, lie regarded them as recommended by bis devotional ' 
feelings, and took credit to himself for various grants and actions, 
as dictated by sincere piety, which, in another a:s|)ect, were the fruits 
of temporal policy. Ilis niode of looking on tbe^se measures was 
that of a person with obliciue vision, who sees an object in a different 
manner, according to the point from which lie chances to contem- 
plate it. 

The Rmneror placed his own errors of government before the 
Patriarch m his confession, giving due weight to every breach of 
mm’ality as it occurred, and stripping from them the lineaments and 
%i^;iniative circiirastaiiceB which had in bis own imagination lessened 
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their fuilt The Patriarch heard to his astonishmenL the real thread-^ 
of jnaiiy a court iiitri^ue> which had borne a rcry dViTerent appear- 
ance, till the Emiieror’s narrative either justified his conduct upon 
the occasion, or left it totally unjustifiable. Upon the whole, the 
balance was certiiinly more in favour of Alexius than tlie Patriarch 
had BUppo.scd likely in that more distant view he had taken of the 
intrigues of tJie court, when, as usual, the ministers and the courtiers 
emlciiyoured to make np for the applause which they had ^fiven in 
council to the most blamahle actions of the alisolnte monarch, by 
elsewhere iinpiitin;^ to his motives jjreatcr guilt than really belonged 
to tlu'iu. Many men who had fallen sacrifices, it was supposed to 
the persona] spleen or jealousy of the Emperor, appeared to have 
1)6(01 in fact I’ontovod from life, or from liberty, because their enjoy- 
iu^»' either was imjonaistent with the quiet of the state and the safety 
of the mrmarclu 

ZosinuH learned, what he perhaps already suspeefed, that 
amidst tlic proronnd silence of despotism which seenieu to pervade 
the (Ircci.ui empire, it heaved frequently with convulsive tlivoos, 
wliicdi <'\(.r and an.rn made t'bv’ions the existence of a volcano under 
the skiiUcc. 'riins, while fmialler delinquencies, or avowed discon- 
tent wiiii llie Inopcrial government, seldom occiirrcd, and wx're 
seyemlv pimislnal when they did, the deeposf and most movlal con- 
spiracio.? }).i>;ainst the life and tlio authority of the Kinjan'or were 
cherished by those nearest to his person ; and lie was often himself 
aware ol tln'in, thouf^h it wnis not until they approached an explosion 
that he dared act Ujion his kiiowled^^e, ftnu punish the conspirat<n‘:!. 

The whole tn^ason of tile Caesar, witli his associates, ,\g(dabtes 
and Achilh^s Tatius, was hoard by the Patriarch witli wtmdor and 
asfmnshmenf,, and he was particularly siijiriscd at the dexterity with 
which the Emperor, knowing* the (\xistciice. of so dangerous a (am- 
spiraey atliome, had been able to jiarry the dan^jfor from tlie eriTsa- 
ders occurrin;f>: at the same moment. 

“ In tliat respect,’^ said the ipraperor, to whom indeed the chiirch- 
raan hinlcai hi:\ surprise , 1 liavc been sin^juhirly unforjtunatc. Had 
I been seciu'c of the forces of my own empire, I mi<rlit have tivkeu 
one out ol two manly and open courses with, these frantic warriors 
of the west- l miglit, my reverend fatlier, have devoted th(> sums paid 
to liohemond and other of the more selfisli among’ the crusaders, to 
the honest and ojien support of the army of western Christians, and 
safely transported them to Palestine, without exposing them to the 
grc'fit loss which they are likely to sustain by the opposition of the 
Infidels ; their success would have been in fact my owli, and a Latin 
kingdom in Ihalestine, defended by its steel-clad warriors, would Jinve 
boon a safe and unqxpugnable barrier of the empire against the »Sara- 
cena. Or if it ^^^liought more expedient for the protection of the 
empire Church, over which you arc ruler, wo might at 

once, aiHwby'K^jl^ force, have defended the frontiers of our states, 
ag'ionstak^sf/^doramanded by so many different and discording chiefs, 
and advancing iqxm us with sucli equivocal intentions. If tlie first 
swarm of thc^o locusts, under him whom they called Waller the Povni' 
wa| thinned by the 1 Tuiigarians, and totally destroyed by ’ 
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- Turks, as tile uyratnids of boues on the frontiers of the conut 7 still 
keep in memory, surely the united forces of the Grecian empire would 
liaVe hiid little difficulty in scattering* this second flight, tliough com- 
manded by these Godfreys, Bohemonds, and Tancreds.” 

The Patriarch was silent, for though he disliked, or rather de- 
tested the crusaders, as members of the Latin Church, he yet thought 
it highly doubtful that in feats of battle they could hav^e been met 
and overcome by the Grecian forces. 

‘‘At any rate,” said Alexins, rightly interpreting his silence, “if 
vanoiiished, 1 had fallen under my shield as a (ireedt empei’or slnuild, 
nor had I been forced into these mean measures of attacking men 
by stealth, and with forces disguised as infidels ; while the lives of 
tli(^ faithful soldiers of the empire, •who have fallen obscure skir- 
mishes, had better, both for them and me, been bust bravely in their 
ranks, avowedly fighting for their native emperor and their iintivo 
country. JNow, and as the matter stands, I slntli be bunded down to 
posterity as a wily tyrant, who engaged his subjects ii^fotai feuds 
for the safety of his own obscure life. Patriarcli ! these crinu'S rest 
not with me, but with the rebels whose intrigues compelled me inlo 
such courses-— What, reverend fatlicr, will be my fate liennifter? — 
and in what light shall I descend to posterity, the author of so many 
clisasl ors ? ” 

“ For^ futurity,” said tho I^atriarcli, “ your grace hath referred 
yoiivsclf to the lioly Olmrcb, wdiich hath power to bind and to loose ; 
your Tucans of jiroiiitiating her are ample, and i bnve already indi- 
cated such as she may reasonably exjioct, in eonseriuenee of yonr 
repentance and forgiveness.” 

“ They shall be granted,” rejiliod the Fmperor, “ in their fullest 
extent; nor will 1 injure you in doubting tlieir efleet in the next 
world. In this present state of existence, however, the favourable 
opinion of the Church may do iiiucli for me during this important 
crisis, if we iiiKierstaiid each other, g'ood Zosinius, lier doctors 
and bishops are to thunder in my Vdnilf, nor is my lamefit from 
her pardon ty lie deferred till the funeral nionument closes upon im* ? ” 

“ (lor tain ly not*” said ZosimuH; “tlie coiulitioiif, which 1 have al- 
ready stipulated being strictly attended to.” 

“ And my inoinory in history,” said Alexius, “in what manner is 
that to be jjreserved ? ” 

“ For that,” answered tlie Patriarch, “ your Imperial Majesty must 
trust to tlie filial ijiety and literary talents of your accomplished^, 
daughter, Anna Comnena.” 

Tile Enipeitir shook lus head. “ This unhappy Caisar,” ho said, 

“ is like to make a quarrel lietwcen iia ; for I shall scarce pardon so 
ungrateful a rebel as he is, because my daughter chugs to him with 
a woman’s fondness. Besides, good Zosimns, it is not, 1 believe, the 
page of a historian sxich as my daughter that is most likely to be re- 
ceived without challenge by posterity. Some Procopius, some pliilo- 
sophica] skive, starving in a garret, aspires to write the life of an 
emperor whom he durst not approach; and although the principal 
mj^>i*it of his production be, that it contains particulars upon the sub- 
ject which no man durst have promulgated while tlie prince wa^s 
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livinpfi yet no hesitates to admit such as true when he has 
passed from tl)e scene/* 

“On that sulyect,” said Zosinuis, “I can neither afford your Im- 
perial Majesty relief or ]»rotcction.‘ If, however, your memory is 
unjustly slandered upon earth it will he a matter of indifference to 
your iliiljfhness, who will be then, I trust, enjoying a state of beati- 
tude wliicdi idle slander cannot assail. The only way, indeed, to 
avoid it while on this side of time, would be to write your Majesty’s 
own memoirs while you are yet in the body ; so convinced am I 
that it is ill your pow'er to assig^n legiliniatc excuses for those actions 
of your life, which, without your doing so, would seem most worthy 
of censure.” 

“Change we" the subject,’* sniil the Emperor; “and since the 
danger is imminent, let ns lake care for the present, and leave 
future ages to judge for themsclve.s. — What circumstance is it, re- 
verend father, in your opinion, which encourages these cons]>irators 
to make so aiidaciiius an aiipcal to the pujiulace and the Grecian 
soldiers ?” 

“ Certainly,” answered the Patriarch, “the most irritating incident 
of your highness’s reign was the fate of Ursol, who, suhinitting, it 
is said, ujioii capitulation for life, limb, and liberty, was starved to 
death by vouV orders, in the dungeons of the JJlaequcrnal, and whose 
courage, liberality, and other popular virtues are still fondly remem- 
bered by the citizens of lliis metropolis, and by the soldiers of the 
guard, called Jiiiniortal” 

And this,” said tlie Emperor, fixing his eye upon his confessor, 
“ your reverence (‘.stcoms actually the most dangerous point of the 
popular tumult?” 

“ 1 cannot doubt,” said the Patriarch, “ tliat his very name, boldly 
pronomiciitl, and artfully repeated, will be tlic watchword, as has been 
plotted, of a Iiorribh* tumult,” 

“ I tliauk Heaven ! ” said the Emperor ; “ on that particular I wdll 
he on my guard. (jJood-night to your reverence! and, believe me, 
that all in this scroll, to wliicll I have set my hand, sliall he with the 
utrnost fidelity accomplished. Be not, however, over impatient in 
this business ;—sncli a sliower of benefits falling at once upon the 
Churcli, would make men suspicious tliat the prelates and ministers 
proceeded ratlun* as acting upon a bargain between the Emperor and 
I'atriarch, tlian as paying or receiving an atonement offered by a sin- 
ner in excuse of liis crimes. Tills would be injurious, father, both to 
‘’yourself and me.” 

“All regular delay,” said the Patriareh, “shall be interposed at 
your highness’s pleasure ; and we shall trust to you for recollection 
that the bargain, if it could be termed one, was of your own seeking, 
and tliat the benefit to the Church was contingent upon the pardon 
and the support which she has afforded to your majesty.” 

“True,” said the Emperor — “most true— nor shall I forget it 
Once more adieu, and forget not what 1 liave told thee. This is a 
night, Zosimus, in which tlie Emperor must toil like a slave, if he 
fuean^ot to return to the humble Alexius Comnenua, and even then 
there ‘were no resting-place.’* 
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So sayinij, be took leave of the Palriarcli, who was liighlv grali* 
lied with the tWvi^^tag'es lie had obtained for the Clmrchf wliich 
many of his predecessors had str-ug-gled for in vain. He resolved 
therefore, to support the staggering: Alexius. 


CllAPTEJl XXV. 

Heaven knows its time; the bullet lias its billet, 

Arrow and javelin ouch its dcstiiicd purpose ; 

The fated beasts of Nature’s lower slirnin 
Huve eadi their separate task. 

Old runj. 

AgeuasteS after crossing the Ein])eror in the manner wc liavc al- 
ready described, and after having taken such measures as occurred 
to him to ensure the success of the conspiracy, rciturned #o tl'e lodge 
of his garden, where the lady of the Count of Paris still remained, 
her only companion being* an old woman named Vexlielia, the wife 
of the soldier who accoiniianied Bertha to the camp of the Crusaders; 
tlie kind-hearted maiden having stipulated that, during her absence, 
her mistress was nut to be left without an attendant, and that atten- 
dant connected willi the N^arangian guard. Jlo had been all day 
playing the part of the ambitious politician, the selfish tiiiie-server, 
the dark and subtle eoiispirntor; and now it seemed, as if to exhaust 
the catalogue of his various parts in the liutnan drama, h(‘ cliose to 
exhibit himself in the character of the wily s(>i)hist, mul justify, or 
seem to justify, tlic arts by which he had risen to wealth and emin- 
ence, and hoped even now to arise to royalty itself. 

“Fair Countess/^ he said, “what occasion is tliorc for your wear- 
ing this veil of sadne.ss over a countenance so lovedy ? ” 

“Do you sii})pose nie,^’ said Brenhikhi, “a stock, a stone, or a 
creature without the feelings of a sensitive being, that I should en- 
dure uu)rtifi(?atioy, imprisonment, danger, and distress, without ex- 
pressing the natural feelings of humanity ? Do you imagine that to 
a b^iy like me, aa free as the unreclaimed falcon, you can offer tlie 
insult of captivity, without my being sensible to the disgrace, or in- 
ceiisscd against tfie authors of it? And dost thou think that I will 
receive consolation at thy hands— at thine— one of the most active 
artificers in this web of treachery in which 1 am so basely entangleiii;?^ 
“Xot entavgled certainly by my means,” answered Agclastes; 

“ clap your hands, call for what you wish, and tlie slave who refuses 
instant obedience had better been unborn. Had 1 not, with refer- 
ence to yoiir safety and your honour, agreed for a short time to be 
your keeper, that office would have been usurped by the Caisar, whose 
object you know, and may partly guess tlie modes by which it would 
be pursued; Why then dost thou childishly weep at being held for 
a short space in an honourable restraint, which the renowned arms 
of your nusbaiid will probably put an end to long ere to-morrow at 
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Cansfc thou not compreheiid,” Sitid the Countes«, “thou man ot 
intuiy uorihj, but of few bonoiirablo thong*lit«, thsit a heart like mine, 
wliieh been trained in tiie feelings of reliance upon my own w^orth 
and valour, must be necessarily affected with shame at being obliged 
to accept, even from the sword of a husband, tiiat safety which 1 would 
gladly iiave owed only to my own ?" 

“Hiou art misled. Countess,-’ answered the philosopher, “by tby 
pride, ua failing pr('domin:int in woman. Thinkest thou there has 
been no offensive assumption in laying aside the characier of a 
mother and a wife, and adopting that of one of those brain sick 
female fools, wlio, like llie bravoos of the other box, sacrifice every* 
thing tliat is Jionoiirablo or Unefiil to a frantic and insane affectaTion 
of courage? Believe rn#, fair lady, that the true system of virtue 
consists in filling thine own place gracefully in society, breeding up 
thy clnldnm, ami delighting those of the other sex ; and anything 
beyond tins, may well render thee hateful or terrible, but can add 
nbtliijig to thy amiable (jualities.” 

‘‘ 'fhou preremlest,” said the Countess, “ to ]>e a philosopher ; ine- 
thinks thou shoulJst know, that the fame which hangs its chaplet on 
(he tomb of a brave liero or lieroine, is worth all tlie petty migage* 
ments in whii‘h onliuary jicrsons spend the current of their time. 
One hour <d‘ life, crowded to the full with glorious action, and filed 
with noble risks, is worth whole years of those mean observances of 
paltry decorum, in wlucli men steal through existence, like slujrgbh 
waters tlirougii a marsh, without either honour or observation. 

“ DaugliteV,” said A gelastcs, approaching nearer to the lady, ‘‘it 
is with pain 1 see yi'ii bewildered in errors whicli a little calm reflt‘c- 
tion miight remove. We may flatter ourselves, and human vanity 
usually does so, that beings infinitely more powerful than tliosc be- 
longing to rnor<‘ humanity, are employed daily in measuring out tlc» 
good and evil of this woiid, the ternunatiun of combats, or the face 
of omi)iri;s, according to their own ideas of what is right or wrong, 
or, more properly, according to w’hat w'e ourselves conceive to be 
such. The Creek heathens, renowned for theii* wisdom, and giorb 
ons for (heir actions, explained to men of ordinap^ minds the sup- 
posed exihtence of Jupiter and hi.s Pantheon, wiierc various dcifcie.s 
presided over varioiis virtne.s and viee.s, and regulated the teiiiporal 
fortune and future happiness of such as practised them. 'Die inoi e. 
learned and wise of tiie ancients rejected such the vulgar intm pro- 
tation, and wisely, although affecting a deference to the public faith, 
before their disciples in private, the gross fallacies of Tartarus 
and 01ym])us, the vain doctrines concerning tke gods tl\emselves, and 
the extravagant expectations which the vulgar entertained of an 
immortality, siipposedi to be possej^ed by creatures M'ho were in 
evoJry#esp'e(d mortal, Bptii in the conformation of t}ieir bodies, and 
in the intiu’nal belieif-pf their souls. Of these wise and good men 
some granted the ex&ence of the supposed deities, hut denied that 
they cared about the fictions of mankind any more than those of tlie 
iiMrior animals. A merry, jovial, careless life, such as. followers 
of^Epicurus would choose for themselves, what they assigned 
for those gods whose being they adnoitted. Others, more boId'W 
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iBorc coii^jisient, entirely denied the existence of d(‘ities who j'ppar- 
ently had no p^^per object or purpose, and believed that of 
theip, vdiose being’ and attributes .were j)rored to us by no super- 
natural appearances, had in reality no exist(‘nce whatovor.” 

Stop, wretcli !” said the Countess, ‘‘and kjiow that thou speakest 
not to one of tlioso blinded heathens, of whose abominable doctrines 
y»>n are detailing the result. Know, that if an erring’, 1 am never- 
i.beless a sincere daugliter of the Clmi’ch, and this cross display ed on 
my sliouidiU’, is a sufficient emblem of the vows 1 have undertaken 
h/its cause. Bo therefore wary, as thou art wily; for, believe me, 
if thou scotiost or niterest reproach against my holy religion, what 1 
am unable to answer in language, 1 will reply to, without hesitation, 
with the noiut of ray dagger.*' 

‘‘To ill at argument," said Agelastes, drawing hack from the 
neighbourhood of Rrenhilda, “believe mo, fair lady, 1 am very tiU' 
willing to urge your gentleness. But- although 1 shall not venture 
to say anything of those superior and benevolent pownirs to whom you 
ascribe tlie management of the world, you will surely not tgkc' olfeiice 
at my noticing th<)se ba.se superstitions which Ini.ve been adopted in 
ex])l«anatioii of w'liat is called by the Miigi, the livil Trinciple. Was 
there ever received into a human creed, a being so mean — almost so 
ridiculous— -as the Christian Satan? A goatish figure and limbs, with 
grotesque features, formed to express the most execrable passioiis ; 
a degree of power scarce inferior to that of the Deity ; and a tnlmiL 
at the same time scarce equal to that of the stupidest of the lowest 
order ! What is he, this being, who is at least the second arhiter id' 
tJic human race, save an immortal spirit, with the pctly sidoeii mid 
spite of a vindictive old man or old vvoman ? " 

AgelasfccH made a singular pause in this ])arfc of his discourse. A 
mirror of considerable sixe hung in the apartment, so that the pliilo- 
sojdicr could sec in its rellcMition the figure ol* lirenhildn, and r(;mark 
the ciiango of her countenance, though she had avei ied her face 
from him in hatred of the doctrines which he promulgated. On this 
glass the iiUilosopher liad his eyes iiaiurally lix(*(,i, mid he was con- 
founded at piiT’ceiving a figure glide from nehiiul the shadow of a 
curtain, and glare !it him witli the supposed mien and expression of 
the Satan of inonkisli mythology, or a satyr of tlie heatlien age. 

“'Man I ” said Brenhilda, whoso attention was attracted by thi.s ex- 
tniordinarv ajinarition, as it seemed, of the fiend, “ have thy wicked 
Avoids, and still more wicked thoughts, brought the devil amongst 
us ? if s<), dismiss him instantly, else, by Our Lady of ihc BroW^i; 
Lances ! thou shall know better tlian at present, what is the temper 
of a Drankish •maiden, when, in presence of tlie licud himself, and 
those who pretend skill to raise him I I wish not to enter into a 
contest unless comnellcd ; but if I am obliged to jowi battle with an 
enemy so horrible, believe me, no one shall say that Brenliilda feared 
him." 

Agelastes, after looking with surprise and hon or at the Im’iire 
reflected in* the glass, turned back his head to examine the sub- 
stance, of whicli the reflection was so strange. The object, how- 
\jjye.'fbad disappea^'ed behind the curtain, uildor which it probably 
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lay liid, iind it vfsiH after a minute or two that the lialf ^^ibincr, balf-^ 
scowliagf countenance showed itself again in the position in* 
the mirror, 

“ By the gods ! ” ^.aid Agelastcs 

“ In whom but now,” said the Countess, “you ])rofcsscd unbelief.” 

“By the gods!” repeated Agelastes, in part recovering himself, 
“ it is Sylvan ! tliat singular mockery of humanily, who was said to 
have been brought from Taprobana. 1 warrant he also believes in 
his jolly god Pan, or the veteran Sylvaniis. lie is to the uninitiated 
a creature whose aj)pcarance is full of terrors, but lie shrinks before 
tlie ])liilosop]ier like ignorance before knowledge.” So saying, he 
with one hand pulled down the curtain, under whicli the animal had 
nestled itself when it entered from the garden-window of the pavi- 
lion, and with the other, in which he luid a stalF uplifted, threatened 
to chastise the creature, with the words — “How now, Sylvauus! 
what iiisolciice is tliis ? — To yoiir place ! ” 

As, ill uttering these words, he struck the animal, the blow un- 
luckily ligl^tcd upon liis wounded hand, and recalled its bitter smart. 
The wild temper of the creature returned, unsubdued for the moment 
by any awe or man *, uttering a liercc and, at the same time, stilled 
cry, it Hew on the philosopher and clasped its strong and sinewy 
arms about his tliroat with the utmost fury. Tlie old nmii twisted 
and struggled to deliver himself from I he creature’s grasp, but in 
vain. Sylvan kept hold of liis jirize, compressed liis sinewy arms, 
and abode by his purpose of not quitting his hold of the jihilo- 
sopher’s throat until he had breathed his last. Two more bitter 
yells, aceompanied each with a desperate contortion of the counteu- 
an'co, and squeeze of the hands, concluded, in less than live minutes, 
the clrQ4idfuI strife. 

Agelastes lay dead upon the ground, and his assassin Sylvan, 
springing from the body as if terrified and alarmed at what lie had 
(lone, made his escape by the window. 'J'he Countess stood in as- 
tonishment, not knowing exactly whether she had witnessed a super- 
natural di.«play of the judgiVicnt of Heaven, or an instance of its 
vengeance by mere mortal means. Her new attendant, Vexhelia w'fis 
no less astonished, though her acquaintance with the animal was 
considerably more intimate. 

“ Lady,” she said, “ that gigantic creature is an animal of great 
strength, resembling mankind in form, hut huge in its size, and, 
encouraged liy its immense power, sometimes malevolent in its in- 
tOTOurse with mortals. I have heard the Varangians often talk of 
"it as belonging to the Imperial museum. It is fitting we remove 
the body of tms unhappy man, and liide it in a plot of shrubherv in 
the garden. Itl» not likely that he will he missed to-night, and to- 
morrow there W'-ill be other matter astir, which will probably pre- 
vent much inquiry about him.” The Countess Brenhilda assented, 
for she was not one of those timorous females to whom the counten- 
ances of the dead are objects of terror. 

Trusting to tlie parole which she had given, Agelastes had per- 
mitted the Countess and her attendant the freedom of his gardens, 
of that part at least adjacent to the pavilion. They therefore 



COUNT ROBBHT OF TAllXS. 


225 


little risjk of iiilerruptioii as they bore forth the dead body be^vreen 
Jiheui, and without much trouble disposed of it in the thickest part 
fbf oiic of the bosquets witJi which the g'arden W’as studded. 

As they returned to tlieir place of abode or confinement, tlie 
Countess/ half speaking’ to herself, half addressing VexhoUa, said, 
“I am sorry for this ; not that the infamous wrelcli did not deserre 
the full niinislmicnt of Heaven coming upon him in the very mo- 
ment of blasphemy and infidelitj'', but because the courage and truth 
of the unfortunate Brenliikla may be’ brought into suspicion, as hia 
slaughter took place when he was alone with her and her attendant, 
and as no one was witness of the singular manner in which the old 
blasphemer met his end. — Thou knowest/’ she added, aildressing 
lierself to Heaven— thou ! blessed Lady of Die IJroken Lances, 
the protectress both of Brcnhilda and Jicr husband, well knowest 
that, whatever faults may be mine, T am free from the slightest 
suspicion of treachery; and into tli> hands I put rny cause, with a 
perfect reliance upon ihy wisdom and bounty to bear evidence in 
my favour.” 80 saying, they returned to the lodge njiseen, and 
witli ])ious and submissive prayers, the Countess closed that event- 
ful evening. 


CHAPTER XXVr. 

AVjll >ou liear of a Rpuni^h laily, 

How siio wooed an JCiiKlisliniau ? 

Garments jjny, jw rich ns may be, 

Deck’d with jewels bhe had on. 

Of a comely countenance and j?raco was siic, 

And by biiaUand parentage ol high dogice. 

Old Ma,llnd. 

Wk left Alexius Comnenus after he had unloaded his conscience 
in the ears nf the Jbitriaivh, and received from Idin a faithful a.ssnr- 
ance of the j);krd<m and i>aironage of the national Church. He took 
leave of the digndarv with some exulting exclamations, so unex)di' 
citly expres.scd, however, tliat it was by ho means easy to conceive 
the meaning of wdiat lie said, lli.s first inquiry, when he reached 
the Blacquerunl, being for bis daughter, he was directed to tht^ room 
encrusted with beautifully carved marble, from wliicb slie herself 
and many of her race derived the proud appellation of 
(jeniia^ 01* .born in ihc ])ur)de. Her countenance was clouded wTth 
'anxiety, wlncb; at Ibe sight of her father, broke out into open and 
uncontrollable grief. 

“Daughter;” said the Emperor, with a barslmesjs little commoa 
to bis manner, and a serioasness which be sternly maintained, in- 
stead of sympathising witli hi.s daughter's affliction, “as you w’ould 
ni’cveiit tile silly fool with w'hom you aye connected fi-om displaying 
himself to the miblic both jns an ungrateful monster and a traitor, 

. you will not fail to exhort him, by due submisHioii, to make bis peti- 
iliov'^for pardon, accompanied with a full confession of bis crimes, 
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or, by my sceptre and my crowUj lie shall, die the death I Nor will 
I parcTon any who rushes upon bis doom in an open^ono of defiance, 
under such a standard of rebellion as my ungrateful son du-}aw. lias 
hoisted.” 

** What can you require of me, father ? ” said the Princess. “ tJan 
you expect that I am to dip my own hands in the blood of this imfor- 
tuuate man ; or wilt tliou seek a revenge yet more bloody than that 
which was exacted by the deities of antiquity, upon those criminals 
wlio offended against their divhie power ^ ” 

"‘Think not so, my daughter I said the Emperor; “but rather 
believe that thou luist the last opportunity afforded by luy filial 
afiTection, of rescuing, perhaps from death, that siUy fool thy hus- 
band, who has so richly deserved it.*’ 

“ My father,’ 'said the Princess, “ God knows it is hot at your risk 
that 1 would wish to purchase the life of Nicephorus''; but he has 
been tlui father of my children, though they arc now no more, and 
women cannot forget that such a tie has existed, even though it has 
been broken by fate. .Permit me only to hope that the unrorfcunato 
culprit shall have an opportunity of retrieving his errors ; nor shall 
it, believe me, be niy fault, if he resumes tho.se practices, treasonable 
at once, and unnatural, by wbich his life is at present endangered.” 

“Follow me, then, daughter,” said the Emperor, “and know, 
that to thee alone 1 am about to intrust a secret, upon which the 
safety of my life and crown, as well as the pardon of my son-indaw’s 
life, will be found eventually to depend.” 

He then assumed in haste the garment of a slave of the Seraglio, 
and commanded his daughter to arrange her dress in a more succinct 
fortn, and to take in her baud a lighted lamp. 

“ Whither are we going, my father? ” said Anna Comnentu 
“ It matters not,” replied her father, “ since my destiny calls me, 
and since thine ordains thee to he my torch-bearer, Believe it, 
and record it, if thou dare.st, in thy book, that Alexius Comuenus does 
not, without alarm, descend into those awful dungeons wliicli his 
pi’edccesHors built for men, C'cn when his intentions are innocent, 
and free from harm. Be silent, aiyi should wo meet any iiilnibitant 
of tliosc inferior regions, speak not a word, nor niaiai any observaUon 
upon his appearance.” 

Passing through the intricate apartments of the pulaco, lljcy now 
came to lliat large ludl through which Ilereward had j^assed un the 
first night of his introduction to the place of Anna's recifiiti on, called 
Temple of the Muses. It was constructed, as wo have said, of 
black marble, dimly illuminated. At the upper end of the apartment 
w'as a small altar, on which w'as laid some incense, Vvhile over the 
smoke wafS suH])euded, as if ])r<>jectiug from the wall, two imitations 
of human hands and aruts, which were but imperfectly seen. 

At the bottom of this hall, a small iron door led to a niU‘j'ow' and 
winding staircase, resembling a draw-well in shape and sixe, the 
steps of which wore excessively steep, and which the Emperor, after 
solemn gesture to Ids daughter commanding lior attendance, begiui 
to ^jtocend with the imperfet Jight, and by the narrow mid difficult 
step by >Yhich those who visited the under regions of the Bhicciin,*..4it^ 



COUNT nOBEllT Oi^ VAHm. 


227 


seemed to bid adiei:i to ibe light of day. Door after door they jwissed 
m their descent Jeading*, it was probable, to dihereiit ranges of dun- 
g:eons,ii:Otrt whteli was obscurely hem d the stifled voice of grotius and 
sighs, such ns attracted Hereward’s attention on a funner occasion. 
The Emperor took no notice of these signs of huiuaii mise^j^^^ and 
throe stories or ranges of dungeons had been already passeil ere tlie 
father and daughter arrived at the lowest story of tiie building, the 
liase of which was the solid rock, roughly caiwed, upon which were 
erected the side-walls and arclnjs of solid but unnolitdied marble. 

Here/" said Alexius Oomnenus, “ all hope, all expectation takes 
farewell, at the turn of a hinge or the grating of a lock. Yet slitill 
not this be always the case — the dead shall I'evivo niul resume their 
right, and the aiainherited of these regions shall agi^kiu prtder their 
claim to inhabit the upper world. If I cannot entreat Heaven to my 
iissistance, be assured, iny daughter, that rather than he the poor 
aiiimnl which I have stouik*d to be thought, and evcMi to be painted 
in thy history, I would sooner hi*avo every danger of the multitude 
whicii now erect themselves betwixt me and safely. Nothing is 
resolved save that I will live and die an Ehnperor; and thou, Anna, 
be as.sured that if there is power in tlie beauty or in the talents of 
which so much has been boasted, tliat power shall be this evening 
exercised to the advantage of thy parent, from ^Yhom it is derived.’^ 

What is it that you mean, Imperial fatiior ?— Holy Virgin ! is 
this the promise you made mo to save the lil'e of the unfortunato 
Hieopliorus ? 

**'And so I will,” said the Emperor; ‘‘and 1 am now about that 
actitJii of heiievoleiice. But think not I will once more warm in my 
bosom the lu)u.«!eIiold snake which had so nearly stung me to death. 
JSIo, daughter, I have provided for thee a litting husbaiid, in one who 
is able to maintain and defend the rights of the ICraperor thy father; 
— and beware how thou oppose.st an obstaelc tr) what is my pleasure! 
for Ijehold llicsc walls of maj'ble, Ihougli unpolished, and recollect it 
is as possible to die withiiv Ae marble as to be born there.” 

The l"riiiecss Anna Oomuena was fi^ghtened at seeing her father 
ill a state of nfiml Entirely different from any wliicli .she had before 
wilnessed. “ O, Heaven 1 that my mother WTre here I ” she ejacu- 
laled, in tlie l<Tror of something she hardly knew what. 

“ /\ una,” said llie Emperor, “ your fears and your screams are alike 
in vain. 1 am one of those, wln), on ordinary occasions, hardly 
nouri-h^a wish of iny own, and account myself obliged to those who, 
like my wife and daughter, take care to save me ail the troublq^i^ 
free judgment.^ Hut when the vessel is among the bv(;ak(!rs, and the 
master is calle*! to the helm, l>elieve tliat no meaner hand shall he 
permitted to interfue with him, nor will the wife and (laughter, 
wliom he indulged in prosperity, be allowed to tlnyatt his wdll while 
ho can yiei call it his own. Thou couldst scarcely fail to understand 
that i was almost i>re pared to liave given thee, as a mark of my sin- 
cerity, to yonder obscure Vuranghm,. without asking question of 
either birtlVor blood. Thou mayst hear when I next promise thee 
to a three years’ inhabitant of these vauHs, who shall be (Imsar in 
^llriJtmius’s stead, if I can move him lo accept a princess for his bride, 
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^ 11(1 »:i imperial crown for his inhcntniicc,in place of n starving dmi% 
geon,” . . 

I, tremble at your words, father,” said Anna Comnena; ^‘how 
ennst thou tryst a man who has felt thy cruelty ? — How canst thou 
dream that aught can ever in sincerity reconcile thee to one whom 
thou hast deprived of his cvesightr” 

**Care not for that,” saia Alexias " he becomes mine, or he shall 
never know what it is to he again his own.— -And thou, girl, mayst 
rest assured that, if I will it, thou art next day the bride of my pre- 
sent captive, or thou retirest to the most severe nunnerv, never again 
to mix with society. Bo silent therefore, and await thy doom, as it 
shall come, and hope not that thy utmost endeavours can avert the 
current of thy destiny.” 

As he concluded this singular dialogue, in which he had a.s.sumed 
a tone to which his daughter was a stranger, and before which she 
trembled, he pa.ssedon tbrougl'i more than one strictly fastened door, 
while his daughter, with a faltering step, illuminated him on the 
obscure rcTad. At length he found admittance by another passHgc 
into the cell in which ITrsel was confined, and foimd him reclining 
in hopeless misery, — all those expectations having faded ^r:,m liis 
iieart which the Count of Paris had by lii.s indomitable g'allantry for 
a time excited. He turned his sigbtle.^s eyes towards thp place 
where he heard the moving of bolts and the approach of steps. 

“A new feature,” he said, “in my imprisonmcnt~a man comes 
with a heavy and (ietermined step, aiid a woman or a child with one 
that scarcely presses the fioor!— Is it my death that you bring?— 
Believe me, that I have lived long enough in these tlungecns to bid 
my doom welcome.” 

“ It is not thy death, noble ITrsel,” said the Emj)cror, in a voice 
somewhat disguised. “Life, liberty, whatever the world has to give, 
is jilaccd by the Emperor Alexius at the feet of his iiobh} enemy, 
and he trusts that many years of liappiiiess and power, together, 
with the command of a large share of tlie ein])ire, will sooP obliter- 
ate the recollection of the dufigeons of the Blacquornal.” 

‘‘It cannot be,” said ITrsel, with a ssigh. “11^* iipiVii whose eyes 
the sun lias set even at middle day, can have nothing left to hope 
from the most advantageous change of ciren in stances.” 

, “ You are not entirely a.s.surcd of that,” said the Emperor; “allow 
us to convince you that what is {ntended towards you is truly favour- 
able and liberal, and I Jiope you will be rewarded by fiiidiug that 
* is more possibility of ameiulment in yoiir case, tluiii your first 
appixdiensionSj^jgrc \i^ilh to receive. Make an pffort, and try 
whether youi?;*eyes are not sensible of the light of the lamp.” 

.i4* me,” said Ur.sel, “according to your pleasure; I have 
-Si^ither str«?ngtlf to remonstrate nor the force of mind equal to make 
me set y^ur qytieUy at defiance. Of something like light 1 am sen- 
sible; but wliidher it is' reality or illusion I cannot determine. If 
you arc come to deliver me froiu Ihi.s living sepulchre, I pray God to 
requite you^jf and if, under such deceitful pretence, you mean to take 
my life, 1 can only commend my soul to lleaveiv and the vengeance 
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<luo to my clealb to Him wlio can beliold the darkest places inVhich 
injustice can siiftiud itself.” . ^ ^ 

^0 saying, and the revulsion of his spirits rendering' him unable 
to give almost any other signs of existence, Ursel sunk hack upon 
liis seat of captivity, and spoke not another word during the time 
that Alexins disembarrassed him of those chains which had so long 
hung about liim, that they almost seemed to make a part of bis per- 
son. 

“ Tin’s is an affair in which thy aid can scarce be sufficient, Anna,” 
said the Emperor; it would have been well if yoti and 1 could have 
borne him into the open air by our joint strength, for there is little 
wisdom in showing the secrets of this prison-house to those to whom 
they are not yet known; nevertheless, go, my chilcf, and at a short 
distance from the head of the staircase which we descended, thou 
wilt find Edward, the bold and trusty Varangian, who on your com-, 
municating to him my orders, will come hither and render his assist- 
ance; and see that you send also the experienced leech, Douban.” 

Terrified, half-stifled, and half-struck with horror, the fady yet felt 
a degree of relief from the somewhat milder tone in which her father 
addressed her. With tottering steps, yet in some measure encour- 
aged by the tenor of her instructions, she ascended the slairciise 
which yawned upon these infernal dungeons. As she approached 
the toj), a large and strong figure threw ils broad shadow between 
the lamp and the opening of the hull. Frightened nearly to death 
at tlie thoughts of becoming the wife of a squalid wretch like Ursel, 
a moment of weakness seized upon the lh“incess*s mind, and when 
she considered the melancholy option which her father had placed 
before her, slie could not but think that the handsome and gallant, 
Varangian, who had already rescMicd the royal family from such im- 
minent danger, was a fitter person with whom to unite herself, if slio 
must needs' make a sectnul choice, than the singular and disgusting 
^being whom her father’s policy Ji.ad raked from the bottom of the 
Elacquornal dungeons. 

1 will not s^iy of lamr Anna Comnena, who was a timid but not an 
unfeeling woman,* tliat she would have embraced such a proposal, 
had not the life of her present imsband, Nicephorus Briennius, been 
in extj’emc danger; and it was obviously the determination of the 
J'lmpcror, that if lie spared him, it snoiilu be on the sole condition of 
unloosing lu's daughter’s Imnd, and binding her to some one of better 
fiiitli, possessed of a greater desire to prove an affectionate 
in-law. Neither did the plan of adopting tlie Varangian as a sedmm 
Imsband onte» decidedly into the mind of the Frincesa, The pre- 
sent was a moment of danger, in which her rescue to be succea^f^l, 
must be Rudden, and perhaps, if once achieved, the#lady miglit l^iHl 
liad an o]jportunity of freeing herself both from Ursel and the Vr— 
angiaii, without disjoining cither of them from her father’s assist- 
ance, or of Jicrsolf losing it. At any rate, the surest means of safety 
were to secure, if possible, the yoiin«f soldie r, whose features and 
appearance were of a kind which rendered the task no W’ay disagree- 
^ abl<^to a beautiful woman. The schemes of conquest are ao natural 
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to tlicf fair flex, and the wlinlo idea passed so ^wicklv tliroujO’h Ainuv 
Comnena’s mind, tlmt bavinff first entered wiiile Rie soldier’s sha- 
dow was interposed betweenMier and the lamp, it bad fully occupied 
ber quick inia^nation, when, with deep reverence and p‘eat surprise 
at her sudden ap])earanre on tho ladder of Aclieron, the Vnran/j'hn! 
advancing’, knelt down, and lent bis arm to the assistance of the fair 
lady, in oVilcr to lielp her out of the drdbry staircase. 

**T)earest Heiwnrck” said the lady, with a degree of intimacy 
wliich s(‘eiiieti unusual, *‘how much do 1 rejoice, in this dreadful 
niglif, to have fallen under your protection! 1 have been in places 
which tile spirit of hell appears to have contrived for the human race.” 
The alarm of tho Ih’iuccss, the familiarity of abeaniiful w'oman, who, 
wbilc in mortal four, si'Oks refuge, like a frightened dove, iri tlui 
bosom of the strong and the brave, must be tho excuse of Anna Com- 
nena for tlie tender epithet wd(h which she greeted Hcreward ; nor, 
if lie liad chosen to answer in the same tone, which, faithful as lie 
was, might luivo proved the case if the meeting bad chanced befor(‘ 
he saw Bertha, would the daugliter of Alexius have been, to say tlic 
truth, irrecoTicilahly oHended. Kxhansted as she was, she suuercd 
herself to ropose upon the liroad breast and shoulder of the Anglo- 
Saxon, nor did she make an attempt to recover herself, altbougli the 
doeorum <if her sex and station scorned to recommend such an <‘xer- 
tion. Hcreward was obliged himself to ask her, with the unimpas- 
sioned and reverential duueanour of a private soldier to a Priuees'^, 
whether be ought to suninion ber female attendants? to which she 
faintly uttered’a negative. *‘Mo, no,” said she, “lliave a duty to 
oxecuto for my fatlier, and 1 must not summon eyewitnesses;— bo 
hno’ws me to bo in safety, lleroward, since lie knows I am witli t}ic(‘ ; 
and if 1 am a burden to* you in my prcs(‘iit state of weakness, I shall 
soon recover, if you will set me down upon the marble steps.’* 

“ Heaven forbid, lady,” said Uereward, “ that I wctc tlius neglectful 
of your Higlmcss’s gracious health ! I sec your two young’ ladies, 
Astarte and Violante, arc iiir'juest of you — Permit me to summon 
them hither, and I will keep watch upon you if you arii unable to re- 
tire to your chamber, where, ruetbiiiKs, tbe ])re>'^rnt disorder of your 
nerves will be most jiroperly treated.” 

“Do as thou wilt, harburian,” said tlie Princess, rallying herself, 
with a oei’taiii degree of pique, arising perliaps from her Jiot thinl:- 
ing more dramatis permice were appropriate to the scone, than the 
already upon the stage. Then, as if for the time, 
appearing to recollect the message wiUi which she had hc(iU com- 
mijjjiknicd, rdic exhorted the Varangiair to repair ifistantly to her 

Dn such occasiojai the slightest circumstances have their effect 
^ 'tliC actors. TM Anglo-^SlixOB was sensible that the Princess was 
somewhat otfernkn, tlwjitgh whether she was so, on account of her 
being uctually^Here ward’s prnis, or whether the cause of her anger 
was the beingfldearly discovered there by the two young maidens, the 
sentinel did„(p>4 presume to guess, but departed for the gloomy vaults 
to join Al^us with the never^failing double-edged axe, the ba'iVe 
Dflany a glittering upon his shoulder 
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Asfcarte and her coiiipaniou had been despatched by the Efiipress 
Ii’ciio in seareh^f Anna Comnena, .through those apartments of tlie 
patacc which she was wont to inhabit The daughter of Alexius^ 
could nowhere be found, although the misinoss on which they >verc 
seeking her was described hy the Empress as of the most pressing 
nature. Nothings, however, in a palace passes altogether un espied, 
so that the Empress’s mcssctigers at length received infonmition iliat 
•their mistress and tlie Emperor had been seen to descend that gloomy 
access to the dungeons, which, by allusion to the classical infernal 
regions, was termed the Pit of Acheron. They came thither, accord- 
ingly, and we have related the conscctucnces. * Horeward thniight it 
necessary to say that her Imperial Highness had swooned u])on being 
siiddcmly brought iiito the upper air. The Princirts, on the other 
part, briskly shook off her iiivonilc attendants, and declared lierself 
ready to proceed to the chamber of her mother. Tlie obeisarico 
which she made ITereward at parting, had something in it of haugliti- 
ncRri, yet evidently (pialincd hy a look of friendshi]) and regard. As 
she passed an apartment in \vhich some of tlic royal .skives were in 
w'aiting, sh(‘. adcuossed to one of them, an old respectable man, of 
medical skill, a private and hurried order, desiring aim to go to the 
n.ssistnnco of her father, whom he would find at the holloin of the 
slidroase called the Pit of Acheron, and to take his scimitar along 
wilh him. To he.ar, as usual, was to obey, atul Douban, for tliat was 
bis name, only n‘j)lied by that significant sign wiiich indicates immC- 
diafe acquiescence. In the mean fimo Anna Comnena horsejf Ims- 
tomal oinvard to her irioflier’.s apartments, in which .she found fhc 
Emjirc.ss alone. 

"‘(*0 lienee, inaidon.s,” said Irene, “and do not let anyone have 
access to these aiiartnn ■ ' , even if th(‘ Emperor hiniHclf slmuhl 
command it. Slnit the door,” .slm said, “Anna Comnena; and if 
the jealousy of the stronger sc.x do not allow ns the masculine privi- 
leges of holts and bars to secure the insides of our apartments, let 
us avail om'.sclvcM, as quickl) as may be, of such oiiportunities as are 
periniUcil us; and remember, PriuAjss, that however implicit your 
duty ti» yonf father, it is yet more so to me, who am of the .same sex 
witli thyself, and may truly cfill thee, even according; to the Jotter, 
blood of my blood and bone of my bone. l>c assured thy father 
knows not, at this moment, the feelings of a woman. Neither ho 
nor any man alive can justly conceive tlic pangs of tlic heart wdiicli 
bcat#4nidcr a woman’s robe. These men, Anna, would tear asunder 
A\ithout scruple the tendcresfc ties of afiection, the wliole striict#i«t;j«l. 
domestic felicity, in which lie a woman’s cares, her joy, her pain, her 
love, and her despair. Trust, therefore, to me, my danghter ! and, 
believe me, 1 will at once save thy father’s crown and thy happiness. 
The conduct of thy husiiandr lias been wrong, rn^st cruelly wrong ; 
but, Anna, be is a man— calling him such, I lay to ins charge, 
as natural frailties, thou|||ns treachery, wanton infidelity, every 
species of folly and inco|H^&cy to»whicri his race is subject. You 
ought not, therefore, to VHtof liis faults, unless it be to forgiyc 

Madam,” said Anna Comnena^ “forgive me if I remind you that; 
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^ou recommend lo a princess, horn in the purple itself, a lino of con- 
luct which would hardly bceome the female who carries the pitcher 
<>r the needful supply of water to the villa well. All who are 
iround me have been taii^rlJt to pay me the obeisance due to my 
.)irth; and while this Kicephoyus Briennius crept on his knees to 
y^our dauR^htcr’a hand, which yon extended towards him, he was 
rather receiving the yoke of a mistress than accepting a household 
alliance wiili a wife. He has incurred his doom, without a touch' 
even of tliat temptation which may bo pled by lesser culprits in his 
condition : and if it is the will of my father that he should die, or 
mffer banishment or imj|)risonmcnt, for the crime he has committed, 
it is not the business of Anna Comnena to interfere, she bein^ the 
most injured amon^ the imperial family, who have iti so niaiiy and 
such RTOss respects the right to complain of Ins falsehoc»d.” 

“ Daugliter,” replied the Empress, “so far 1 agree with yon, that 
the trciisoii of Nicephorus towards your father and myself has been 
in a great degree unpardonable; nor do I easily see on wlnit footing, 
save tliat of generosity, his life could be saved. But .still you are 
yourself in different circumstances from me, and may, as an affec- 
tionate and fond wife, compare the intimacies of your funner habits 
with the bloody change which is so soon to be the consequence and 
the conclusion of his crimes. ITc is po.sseascd of that person and of 
those features which women most readily recall to tiicir memory, 
whether alive or dead. Think what it will cost you to recollect that 
the rugged executioner received his last salute— that the shapely 
neck liad no better repose than the rough block — that tlie tongue, 
the sound of wliich you used to prefer loathe clioicest instruments of 
music, is silent in tile dust!” 

Anna, wlio was not iusensihlc to the personal graces of her hus- 
linnd, was imich affected by tliis forcible appeal. “ Why distress me 
mother?” she replied, iu a weeping: accent. “ Hid I not feel 
as acut(‘ly as you would have me to do, this moment, however awful, 
would bo easily borne. 1 bad but to think of liini as ho is, to con- 
trast liis personal qualitii‘H witli those of the. iiiiml, by wliich they 
are more than oveibalanccMl, and re.sign myself to his tiesorved fate 
witli unresisting .submission to my father’s will.” 

“And that,” said the Kmpre.ss, “would la? to bind thee, by bis sole 
fiat, to some obscure wroteb, wJiose habits of idotting* mid intriguing 
had, by some miserable cliancc, given him the opportunity of hocom- 
ing of importance to the Einperor, and who is, thevefore, to^.b<* re- 
by the hand of Anna Comnena.” 

“Jjo not think so meanly of me, madam,” said the rrincess — “I 
know, as well as ever Grecian maiden did, how' I shoni'd free myself 
from dishonour; and, you may trust me, you shall never hlusli for 
your dauglitcr.” ^ 

“Toll w no, t^ that,” said the Empress, “since I shall blush alike 
fSk.the rclentle^ cruelty which gives \ip a once beloved husband to 
atrignon i in ion^ Ma th . and for the pasuli^^for which 1 w^ant a name, 
which would ro^EjP'e liim by an obscure b?n’bari an from the "extremity 
of Thule, or some WTctch e.scRped frblh the Blacqucrnal dimireous.’' 

, The Princess v^aa astonished to perceive that her mother was , 
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•acquainted with tho^ purposes, even the most private, wliiGh her 
fiiioer had formed for liis gove^ nance during this cmer^'‘ency. She 
was ig'novant that Alexius and his royal consort, in other rospccla* 
living* together with a decency ever exemplary in ])eo])]e of their 
rank, had soinetiincs, on interesting occasions, family debates, in 
wdiicU the husband, provoked by the seeming unbelief of bis partner, 
was tempted to let her guess more of his real purposes than he would 
have coolly imparted of his own calm choice. 

Tlie Princess was affected at the anticipation of the death of her 
husband, nor could this have been rcavsonably supposed to be ptlier- 
wise; but she was still more hurt and affronted by her mother taking 
it for granted that she designed upon the instant to replace the 
Caesar by an uncertain, and, at all events, an unwftn-thy successor. 
Whatever considerations had operated to make lleveward her choice, 
their effect was lost when the inatch was placed in this odious and 
degrading point of view; besides wnicli is to be remembered, that 
women almost instiiictivclv deny their first thoughts in favour of a 
suitor, and seldom willingly reveal them, unless time ?ind circum- 
stance concur to favour them. She called Heaven therefore passion- 
ately to witness wliile she repelled the charge. 

“Jk'ar witness,’* she said, “Our Lady, Queen of Heaven! Bear 
witness, saints and martyrs all, ye blessed ones, who arc, more 
than ourselves, the guardians of our mcuital purity ! that I know no 
passion which I dare not avow, and that if Nicephoruss life depended 
on my entreaty to Ood and men, all his injurious acts towards me 
disregarded and despised, it should be as long ns Heaven gave to 
tliosc servants whoin it snatched from the oartli, without suff’ering 
tlic ])angs of mortality ! ” 

“ You have sworn boldly,” said the Em])ress. “ See, Anna Com- 
nena, that you kee)) your word, for believe me it will be tried.” 

“ What will bo tried, mother? ” said the Princess ; “ or what have 
I to do to pronounce the doom of the Caisar, who is not subject to 
my ])Ower ? ” 

“ 1 will slipw you,” said the Empre-s, gravely ; and, leading her 
‘towards a sort of#wardrobe, which formed a closet in the wall, she 
withdrew a curtain wdiicli hung* before it, and nlaced before Jmr her 
unfortunate husband, Nicei>horUB Briciinins, half-attired, with his 
sword drawn in his hand. Tjooking upon Iiim as an enemy, and 
conscious of some schcme.s with respect to him which had passed 
throfl^i her mind in the course of these troubles, tlie Princess 
screamed faintly, upon perceiving him so near her with a 
in his hand. » 

“Be more composed,” said the Empress, “or this wretched man, 
if discovered, falls no less a victim to thy idle fears .than to thy bane- 
ful revenge.” 

Kicephorus at this speech seemed to have adopted his cue, for, 
dropping the point of his sword, and falling on his knees before the 
PrincosQ, he clasped his hands to entil^at for mercy.^ 

“AVljat hast tnou to ask from roe? said his wife, naturally as- 
Bur^pd, by her husbamrs ]>vostratiotu that the stronger force was 
upon her own side~-'“ M'bat hast thou to ask from me, that outraged 
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betrayed affection, the most solemn vowa violated, and the 
loudest ties of nature torn asunder like the spider’s ki^okeu web, will 
permit thee to put in words for very shame ? 

“ Do not suppose, Anna,” replied the suppliant, ‘Hhat I am at this 
eventful ]>criod of my life to play the hypocrite, for the purpose of 
saving' the wretched remnant of a dishonoured existence.^ I am but 
desirous to part in charity with thee, to make my peace with Heaven, 
and to nourish the last hope of making* my way, though burdened 
with many crimes, to those regions in which alone I can find thy 
beauty, thy takmts, equalled at least, if not excelled,” 

"" You hear him, daughter? ” said Irene ; “ his boon is for forgive- 
ness alone; thy condition is the. more godlike, since thoii mayst 
unite the safety of his life with the pardon of his offences.” 

“ 'Hinu art (feccived, mother.” answci’od Anna. It is not mine, to 
pardon Ijis guilt, far less to rem^t his pujiislimciit. Y'on have taught 
me to think' of myself as future ages shall know me; winwfc will they 
say of ])ie, those Vntiire ages, whei) 1 am described as the unfeeling 
daugliter, wno pardoned the intended assassin of her falher, because 
she saw in him her own unfaithful husband ! ” 

.“See there,” said the Cfesar, “is not that, most serene Empress, 
the very point of despair? and have I not in vain offered my life- 
blood to wipe out the stain of pnmeide and ingratitude? Have I 
not also vindicated myself from the most unpardonahlo part of the 
accusation, which charged me with attempting the murder of the 
godlike Kiuiicror? Have I not sworn by all that is sacred to man, 
that my purpose went no farther than to sequestrate Alexins for a 
liftJo lime from the fafigucs of empire, and place him where he should 
quietly enjoy ousc and tranquillity? while, at the same time, his 
empire slumld be as implicitly regulated by himself, his sacred plea- 
sure hcin<>' transmitted, through me, as in any respect, or at guy 
pcriful, it liiul ever been ? ” 

“ Erring man ! ” said the Princess, “ hast thou aiT|)roached so near 
to the footstool of Alexius Cqpincnus, and durst thou form so false 
an estimate of him, as to conceive it possible that he w/,)uld consent 
to he a more puppet by whose intervention yon mi.ght nave brought* 
his empire to siihniission ? Know that the blood of Comneinis is not 
so poor ; my father would have resisted the treason in arms : and by 
the death of thy benefactor only couldst thou have gratified the 
suggestions of thy criminal amhitiou.” 

belief,” said the Ctesar ; “ I have said enou^’^h for a 
litc'^wliicli is not and ou^ht not to bo dear to me. Call yoUr guards, 
and let them take the life of the' iinfortpnato Briennius, since it has 
become hateful to his once beloved Anna Comnena. Bo not afraid 
that any resistance of mine shall render the scene of my apprehen- 
sion dubious or fatal. Kicephorus Brienniiis is Caesar no longer, and 
he thus throws at the feet of his Princess awl spouse the only poor 
means which he has of rcsistipg the just doom which is tlmrefove at 
her pleasure to pass.” - 

He cast his sword before the feet of the Princess, while Iffine ex- 
claimed, v/eeping. or seeming to weep biltmly, “ 1 have indeed S ead 
of such scenes; but could I ever have thought that my own daughter* 
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would Iiave been the principal actress in one of tfjcm— could 1 ever 
luuve thou^?ht 9liat her mind, admired by everv one as a ))alaco for 
the occupation of Apollo and tlie Muses, should not have liad roonf 
enough for the humbler, but more amiable virtue of fcnnnine charity 
and coTupassion, which builds itself a nest in the bosom of tlic lowest 
village girl? Do thy ^ifts, accomplishments, and talents, spread 
hardness as well as polish over thy heart ? If so, a hundred limes 
better renounce them all, and retain in their stead those gentle and 
domestic virtues which are the first honours of the female heart. A 
woman who is pitiless, is a worse monslcr than one who is unsexed 
by any other passion.” 

“ \Vliat would you have me do?” said Anna. ^ You, mother, 
ought to know better than I, that the life of my fatJier is hardly 
consistent with the existence of this hold and cruel man. O, I aril 
sure he still meditates his purpos(» of conspiracy! He that could 
deceive a woman in the manner he lias done me will not relinquish 
a plan which is founded upon the death of his henefaeft^’.” 

‘‘Yon do mo injustice, Anna,” said Brionnius, starting up, aud 
imprinting a kiss liiion her lips ere she was aware. By this caress, 
the Inst tliat will pass between us, 1 swear that, if in niy life 1 have 
yieldi d to folly, I have, notwithstanding, never been guilty of a 
treason of the fieart towards a woman as superior to the r(‘.st of the 
female world in talents and accomplishments as in personal beauty.” 

'.riie I’rincoss, much softened, shook her head as she replletl — 
“ Ah, Nicephorns I— suclF»were once your words ! such, pei’haps, were 
then your thouglits ! But who, or what, shall now warrant to me 
the veracity of citlier ? ” 

“ Those very accomplishments and that very beauty itself,^’ replied 
Nicemhorus. 

And if more is wanting,” said Irene, “ thy mother will enter her 
security for him. Deem her not an insufficient pledge in this affaif ; 
she is thy mother, and the wife of Alexius Comnomis, interested he* 
yond all linman beings in the growtl^and increase of the ))ower and 
dignity of husband and bm- child; and one who sees on tin's oc- 
casion an opporiunity for exercising generositj^ for soldering np^ 
the breaches of the Imperial house, and reconstructing the frame of 
government upon a basis wliicli, if there bo faith and gnifitudc in 
man, shall never be again exposed to liazard.” 

^ “/rp tbe reality of that faith and gratitude, then,” said the Prin- 
ecssT^we must trust implicitly, as it is your will, mother ; alfhtyigh 
even my own knowledge of the subject, both through study ana exr 
pcrieiiee of tfie world, nas called me to observe the rashness of such 
confidence. But although we two may forgive Nicephorus^s errors, 
the Emperor is still the person to whom the Anal reference must be 
had, both as to pardon and favour.” 

“ Fear not Alexius.^ answered her mother ; ho will speak deter- 
mincdly and decidedly ; but, if he a^ts not in the verYjjg^pient of 
forming Hie resolution, it is no more to bo re^ed on fijan an icicle 
in Jjme of thaw. Do thou apprise me, if thoR canst, what tlie Em^' 
neror is at pre.sent doing, and take my word I will find means to 
bring him round to our opinion,” 
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I then hetray secrets which my father has intrusted to 
me?” said the Princess ; “and to one who has so*'lately held the 
'character of his avowed enemy ? ” 

“Ciill it not hetray,” said Irene, since it is w^ritten, thou shalt 
hetray no one, least of all thy father, and the father of the emi)ire. 
Yet a<irain it is written hy the holy Luke, that men shall be betrayed, 
both hy parents and brethren, and kinsfolk, and friends, and there- 
fore surely also hy daughters ; by which 1 only mean thou shalt dis- 
<H>ver to us tliy i^\thePs secrets, so far as may enable us to save the 
life of thy husband. The necessity of the* case excuses whatever 
may bo otherwise considered as irregular.” 

Be it so then, mother. Having yielded my consent perhaps too 
easily to snatch this malefactor from my father’s justice, 1 am sen- 
sible I must secure his safety by such means as arc in my power. 
I left iny father at the bottonp of those stairs, called the Pit of 
Acheron, in the cell of a blind man, to whom he gave the name of 
TJrsel” 

“Holy Mary ! ” exclaimed the Empress, thou hast named a name 
which has been long unspoken in the open air.” 

“Has the Emperor’s sense of his danger from the living,”. said 
the Osesar, “induced him to invoke the dead ? — for Ursel has been 
no living man for the space of three years.” 

“it matters not,” said Anna Comnena; “I tell yon true. My 
fallier even now held conference with a miserable-looking prisoneV 
whom he so named.” 

“ It is a danger tlie more,” said the Oa^sar ; “ he cannot have for- 
gotten the zeal with wliich I embraced the cause of the present 
Emperor against his own ; and so soon ns ho is at liberty he will 
study to avenge it. For tin's we nnist endeavour to make some pro- 
vision, though it increases our difiiculties. — Sit down' then, my 
gentle, my honeficent mother; ami tlioii, my wife, who hast pre- 
ferred thy love for an unworthy husband to the suggestions of 
jealous passion ami of headlong revenge, sit down, and let us see in 
what manner it may be in our pov/er, consistently with your duty tc 
the Kin])crov, to bring our broken vessel securely ii9to i)ort.” 

He cmjdoycd much natural grace of manner in handing tin 
mother ami •daughter to their seals; and, taking.his place confi 
dtMitially between them, all wore soon engaged in concerting’ whai 
mcasmes should be taken for the morroV, not forgetting such as 
sliould at once have tlie effect of preserving the Caisar's life/aml aJ 
the'k.’ime time of securing the Orecian empire against tlie con 
spiraey of which he had beou' the chief instig'ator. Briennius ven- 
tured to hint, that perhaps the best way would be to suffer the con 
spiraey to procced^^ originally intended, pledging his own faitl 
iluvt tne,nglit^^ag||j^xius should be held inviedate during tin 
Sti’uggle ; bittJimpenco over the, Empressrand her daugliter die 
not extend so great a trust. They plainly protestcc 

against ]>ortg||[ip!vrm to lcav<!> the palace, or taking the least share 
in the confi]|HH|Phfl>h to-morrow was certain to witness. 

“You f(|ppl^n>hle ladies,” said the Caesar, “that my lionouHis 
COBci^BiOd )#«hcctinir the Count of Paris.” 
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“Pribaw! tell me not of your honour, Bricnnius,” said Anui Com* 
ncna ; do I ii^t well know that, although tlie honour of the western 
knights be a species of Moloch, a flesh-devouring, blood-quaffing 
demon, yet tliat which is the god of idolatry to the eastern warriors^ 
though equally loud and noisy in the hall, is far less iinplacablo in the 
field ? Believe not that 1 have forgiven great injuries and insults, in 
order to take such fiilsc coin as homur in payment, your ingenuity 
is but poor if you cannot devise some excuse wliicli will satisfy the 
Greeks; and in good sooth, Briennius, to this battle you go not, 
whether for your good or for your ill. Believe not that 1 will con- 
sent to your meeting either Count or Countess, whether in warlike 
combat or amorous iitirle}^. So you may at a word count upon re- 
maining prisoner hero until tlie hour appointed foi.such gross folly 
be past and over. ” 

The Cflcsar, perhans, was not in liia heart angry that his wife's 
pleasure was so bluntly and rcsoluteily expressed tigainst the intended 
combat. “ If,” said he, “ you are determined to take my honour into 
your own keeping, I am here for the present your prisoner, nor have 
I the means of interfering with your pleasure. When once at libertv, 
the free exercise of my valour and my lance is once more my own.^' 
Be it so, Sir Paladin,” said the Princess, very com])osedly. “ I 
have good hope that neither of them will involve you with any of yon 
chire-dcvils of Paris, whetljcr male or female, and that we will regn- 
late the jutch to which your courage soars, by the estimation of Greek 
philosophy, and the judoiont of our blessed Lady of Mercy, not her 
of the Broken Lances.”^ 

At this^ moment an autlioritative knock at the door alarmed the 
consultation of the Ciesar and the ladies. 


C H AFTER, XXVJl. 

i)e comforted, good nmdani ; the great rage, 

You see, ia cured in hnu : and ^et it is danje;cr 
To make liini even o’er tlie tiino lie has lobt. 

T)ebire him to go iii : trouble him uo more, 

TUI fiutUer settling. 

Kinff Lear. 

WiiTeft llic Emperor Alexius Comnciuis at tlie bottom of ::;»^ub- 
,errariean vault, with a lamp expiring, and having charge of a pria- 
nier who seemed himaeif nearly reduced to the same extremity. For 
Jie first two or three moments he listened after his daughter's re* 
iring footsteps. He grew impatient, and begad to long for her 
'eturn before it wa.s possible she could li^^ traversed the path be- 
.wixt jiim and the summit of these gloom \rlB^ir.s. A minute or tw'o 
le endiircij with patience the absence* of the assistance which he had 
sent lier to suiumoii ; but strange suspieibns began to cross Iiis inm- 
fii^Hiion. Could it be nossiblc ? Had she changed her puriiose on 
iccouiit of the hard words which he hud used toward her ? Had she 
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Tesolve i to leave her father to liis fato in hia hour of utmost need t 
and waa he to relv no longer upon the assiataiice wl^ch l^e had ini- 
^|lored her to send? 

The short time which the Princess trifled away in a sort of gallau* 
try with the Varangian Hereward was magnified tenfold hy the 
impatience of the Kinperor, wlio began to think that she was gone to 
fekh the accomplices of the Csesar to assault their prince in his 
defenceless condition, and carry into effect their halfdiscoiicerted 
conspiracy. 

After a considei-ahle time, tilled up with this feeling of agonising 
uncertainty, he began at length, more composedly, to ^recollect the 
little chance there was that the Princess would, even Tor her own 
sake, resentful m she was in the hijghest degree of her husband's ill 
bdiaviour, join her resources to lus, to the destruction of one who 
had so generally showed himself an indulgent and aflectionate father. 
When he had adopted this hotter mood, a step was heard upon the 
staircase, and after a long and unequal descent, Hereward, in his 
heavy armour, at length coolly anived at the bottom of the steps. 
Behind him, panting and trembling, partly with cold and partly with 
terror, came Douban, tlio slave well skilled in naedicine. 

“ Welcome, good Edward ! Welcome, Douban ! " Ite said, whose 
medical skill is sufficiently able to counterbalance the weight of years 
which hang upon him," 

Your Highness is gracious," said Douban— but what he would 
have fsirtlior said was cut off by a violent Jit of coughing, tlie con- 
, sequence of his ago, of his feeble habit, of tSfe damps of the dungeon, 
anu the rugged exendso of descending tlie lung and diflicult Htairijasc. 

“ 'J’hou art unaccuHiomedto visit thy patients in so rough an abode," 
said Alexius, “ and, uevortheloss, to the damps of these dreary regions 
state necessity obliges us to oonfme’many, who arc no less our be- 
loved subjects* in reality than they are in title." 

TJie nu^dical man continued his cough, perhaps as an apology for 
not giving that answer of assent, with which his conscience did not 
easily permit him to rejily to afl observation which, though stated by 
one nho sliould know the fact, seemed not to be ii^itsefl’ altogether 
likely. 

Yes, ID) Douban," said the Emperor, in this strong case of steel 
and adamant liavc we found it necessary to enclose Uie redoubted 
Ursel, whoso fame is spread through the Whole world, both for mili- 
tary skill, political wisdom, personal bravery, and other 
whi(%oWc have been obligecl to obscure for a time, in order that we 
might, at the fittest conjuncture, which Is now arrived,. restore them 
to the world in their full lustre. Peel his pulse, therefore, Douban— . 
consider him as one who hath suffered severe confinement, with all 
its privations, and is about to be suddenly restored to ihe full enjoy- 
ment of i|fe, and whatever renders life valuable." 

^ I will GO my best" said Douban ; “but your Mtyesty must con- 
sider, Unit we work upon a frail and exhausted subject, whose health 
seems already well-nigh gone, and may perhaps vanish in an instant 
'^-like this ]»jUc and trembling light, whoso precarious conditioiiJjio 
life-breath of this unfortunate patient sceiiiii closely to r<’scuible.^ 
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Desiro, tiiercfore, g'ood Doubai), one or two of tiio nnitt^ wlio 
'serve in tlic int(j^ior, and who have repeatedly been Ihy ussistanU in 
Biidi cases— or stay— Edwai’d* thy motions will be uiorc speedy *, do, 
thoa go for the iiiutes — make * them brin.!^ some kind of litter to 
transport the patient; and, Douban, do thou superintend the whole. 
Transport him instantly to a suitable apartment, only takiii<v care 
that it he secret, and let him enjoy the comforts <d’ the iutd 
Avhatever else may tend to restore his feeble animation— koepinii: in 
mind tliat he must, if possible, apiicar to-niorrow' in tJui field/’ 

**That will be hard,” said Douban, ‘Sifter having beem it would 
appear, subjected to such fare and such usag’c as his fluctuating^ 
pulse intimates hut too plainly.” 

‘‘Twas a mistake of the dungeon-keeper, the itdmman villain, 
who should not go without his reward ” eontiinied the lOmperor, 
“ had not Heaven already bestowed it by the strange means of a 
sylvan man, or native of the woods, Svho yesterday put <o death the 
jailor w’ho meditated the death of his prisoner — ^Yes,my deal* Douban, 
a private sentinel of our gniards called the Immortal, well-nigh 
annihilated this tlower of our trmst, whom for a time wo \vere com- 
pelled to immure in secret I'hen, hulecd, a rude luimmer had 
dashed to pieces an unparalleled brilliant, but the fates have arrested 
such a misfortune.” 

The assistiuice having arrived, the physician, who seemed more 
accustomed to act than to speak, directed a bailito ])e prepared with 
medicated herbs, and gavait as his opinion tJiat the patient should 
not he disturbed till to-molrow^s suu was high in the heavens. LFrsel 
accordingly was assisted to the bath, which was employed acct>rding 
to the directions of the physichm ; but without affording any material 
symptoms of recovery,^ From thence he was transferred to a cheev- 
Ad bed-chamber, opening by an ample window to one of the terraces 
of the palace, which commanded an extensive prospect. Tiieso 
operations were performed upon a frame so extremely stupefied by 
j)revious sufiering, so dead to the usual sensations of existence, tlnjt 
it was not till the sensibility should bc^radually restored by friction 
of the Btiffeuv.d liy:ibs, and other means, that the leech hoped Hie 
mists of the intellect should at length begin to clear away. 

Douban readily undertook to obey the cominaiids of theFmijieror, 
and remained by the bed of the patient until the dawm of morning, 
|•ca.dy to support nature as fur as the skill of Icccbcraft admitted. 
Jb>yyitfUi^thu mutes, much more accustomed to be the e.xocutiojiers 
of tlio Emperor’s displeasure than of his humanity, Douban selc'^^^ed 
one man of mi}dcr mood, aud by Alexius’s order, made him under- 
.sUtiul that the task in wliieh be was engaged was to bo kept moat 
sirictly secret, while the hardened skvo was astonislied to luii^ that 
the attentions paid to the fiick|ii|| ^ to be rendered .with yet more 
niystc) y than tlio bloody offices and tortiu'c. 

'I’lie passive patient received tSie^rious acts of attention which 
were rendered to hitn in silence; and if^iiot totally without consedous- 
lioss, at least without a distinct comprelieusion oi* their object AAer 
Ihe i^ithing operation of the batli, and the voluptuous excliiingo of 
Mlie rude and nmslv pile of straw, on wdiich he had sf retched him'.«*lf 
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for yej#s, for a couch of the softest (l<iwn, TTrsol was prcsoiiterl with 
a sedative drauf?ht, slightly tinctured with an opiti^e. Tlio balmy 
•^'estorcr of nature came thus invoked; and the captive sunk into a 
delicious slumber long unknown to him, and which seemed to occnjjy 
equally liis mental faculties and his bodily frame, while the features 
were released from tlicir rigid tenor, ami the posture of the limbs, 
no longer disturbed by fits of cramp, and sudden and agonising twists 
'and throes, seemed changed for a placid slate of the most perfect 
ease and tranquillity. 

The morn was already colouring the horizon, and the freshness of 
the breeze of dawn Jiad insinuated itself into the lofty lialJs bf the 
palace of the Blacquernal, when a gentle tap at the door of tlie 
chamber nwake^iod Doiiban, who, undisturbed from the calm state 
of Ids jmlieni, liad indulged himself in a brief r(‘pose. The door 
opened, and a figure appeared, disguised in the robes worn by an 
officer of the palace, and coudbaled, beneath an artiticial beard of 
great size, and of a white colour, the features of llie lCm])eror him- 
self. DoGhan,” said Alexius, “ how fares it with thy pjitienl, wliotc 
safetv is this day of such cousequcuce to the Cirociau state?” 

^‘Wcll, my lord," reiiHed the physician, “excellently well; and if 
he is not now disturbed, I will wager whatever skill 1 ]K>ssess, tliat 
nature, assisted by the art of the physician, will triumph over tlie 
damps and the unwholesome air ot the impure dungeon. Only he 
prudent, my lord, and let not an untimely haste bring this Urscl 
forward into the contest ere he has arraimcd the disturbed current 
of his ideas, and recovered, in some dcgi’Fe; ibo spring of bis mind 
and the powers of his body.” 

“I will rule my impatience," said the Emjieror, “or, rather, Dou- 
baU, I will be ruled by thee. Thinkest thou In* is awake ? ” 

“I am iiiciined to think so,” said the leech, “but be opens not bis 
eyes, and seems to mo as if lie absolutely resi.sted the natural impulse 
to rouse liimself and look around him.” 

“ 8j)eak to him," said the Emperor, “and let us know what is 
passing in his mind." 

“It is at some n'sk," replied the physician, “'but«vfHi shall bo 
obeyed — -IFrsel," be said, approaching the bed of his blind ])nticnt, 
and then, in a louder tone, he repeated again, “ Ursel ! Ursel ! " 

“Peace— Hush ! " muttered tl]C patient ; “disturb not the blest in 
their ecstasy — nor again recall the most miserable of mortals t(- 
fiiii.di the draught t)f "bitterness which his fate had eompelledjjin* 
cottmence." ^ ^ 

“ Again, again," said the Emperor, aside to Jloijhan, “ try him 

■ is of importance for me to know in what'degree he pos- 
sessor in wliat measure they have disai)peared from liiin." 
not, however,” said , the physician, ** he tlio rash and 
who, by an ill-timed urgency, should produce a total 
mind, and plunge him back either into absolute lunacy, 
stupor in whicluhe might remain for a long period."" 
►t," replied the Emperor; “ my commands hre those of 
to another, nor do 1 wish them fartlier obeyed tkin as 
J^y arc cousistexiL with the laws of God and man,” 
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|j|MIe ])}Uised for a nionient after this cleclaralioa, and yet few 
ffimites liacl e]a))sed ere he ag*niii ur^red the leech to pursue tiie 
iperroi^atiori or lii.s ])atieiit. ‘‘ If you hold nio not competent,” sai^ 
|Bouhan, somewhat vain of the trust uoceMvSarily reposed in him, ‘‘to 
Bd^^e of tlie treatment of my patient, your Imperial llighncKSs must 
nku tlic risk and the trouble upon yourself.” 

Marry, I shall,” said the Emperor, ‘‘for the scruples of leeches 
pro not to be indulged wlieii the fate of kiug’doms and the lives of 
jmonarehs are placed ag^ainst them in the scales. — Rouse thee, my 
noble Urstd! hear a voice, with which thy cars were once .well ae- 
<juainte(l, w(ilcomc thee back to g'lory and command ! I.iOok around 
Ihoc, and sec how the world smiles to welcome thee back from im- 
j prisonment to empire I ” • 

“Cunning* fiend 1 ” said ITrsel, “ who iisest the most wily baits in 
order to iuigmcnt the misery of the wnttched ! Know, tempter, that 
I am conscious of tlu! whole trick the soothing images of last 
night- thy batbs — thy beds — and iby bowers of bliss, jjut sooner 
slialt tlioii be able to bring a smile upon the cheek of iSt Anthony 
the Enmiite than iiidnee me to curl mine after the fashion of eartlily 
volu])tiiaries.” 

“Try it, foolish man,” insisted the Emperor, “and trust to the 
evidenoe of thy senses for the reality of the i)leusun‘s by which thou 
art now surrounded ; or, if thou art obstinate in thy lack of faith, 
tarry as thou art for a single moment, and 1 will bring with mo a 
being so unparalleled in her loveliness that a single glfuice of her 
were worth the restoi’ation of thine eyc.s, were it only to look upon 
her for a moment.’’ Ho saying, he left the a])artincnt. 

“Traitor,” said Crsel, “and deceiver of old, bring no one hither! 
and strive not, by shadowy and ideal forms of beauty, to increase the 
■delnsion that gilds my prisoii-housc for a moment, in order, doubt* 
less, to destroy totally the .-spark of reason, and then exchange this 
earthly hell for a dungeon in the infernal regions themselves.” 

“ lli.s mind is somewluit shattered,” mused the physician, “which 
is often the eonscqiicjico of a long .solitary coniinement. I marvel 
much,” was }ii« farther thought, “if the Emperor can sliape out any 
rat ional service wiTich thi.s man can render liirn, after being so long 
immured in so horrible a tliingeoii. — 'J'hou tliinke.st, then,” coiitimuul 
be, addressing the psitient, “that the seeming release of last night, 

J illi its baths and refreshments, was only a delusive dream, without 

Ay— i^liat else P’Viuswered I rrscl. 

“And that iiie arousing thyself, as we desire thee to do, would be 
but a resigniiig*to a vain temptation, in order to wake to more un- 
happiness than formerly?” 

“ Even .so,” returned the patient. 

“ Wliat, then, are thy thoughts of tlie Emperor by whose command 
tliou siifierest so severe a restraint?” 

Perhaps J)ouhan wished he had forbaime this question, for, in tljo 
very momcnf when he put it, the door of the chamber opened, and 
*the Emperor entered, with his daughter hanging upon hi.s arm, 
iress^u with simplicity, yet with becoming splendour. She had 

B . 
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(imo, it seems, to clmng’e lier dress for a white robe, which 
res{>uih)!'d a hind (»f niotiniiiii;', the chit>f onjament- of wh'ch w;*.*; a 
^diamoiHi cliMplet, of inesliimible value, which suiToumled ami horaul 
ilic ]otii.v sable tresses tliat reached from her lu'ad to her waist. 
Terrilied ainso-t to death, she had been surprised hy lier father iu 
eonipiuiy of tier Inishaiid, the (’Jaiaar, ami lier nioLlier; and the 
same Ilni'Klerioic liiiuidate had at oiicc ordered JJrienuiu-i, iu the 
cliaract('j- of a more than suspected traitor, uiid(‘r tlic custody of a 
fdroj^i*' ii'uai d of Varau;j;'ians, and commanded her !(► attend her i'.dlier 
to tlie beileliamher of Ui scl, iu which she now sti)od ; resolv(‘d, bow- 
i;ver, tlmt she would- stick by the siiikin<? fortunes of l)er Im.-djand 
even iu tlie last extremity, yet no less delermined that she would 
not rely upon own cntrealies or remonstrances until she should 
see vvlieMier her fallier’s interference w^as likely to reasaunie a ve- 
so1v<hI and ])ositive cliaracter. Hastily as the plans of Alexius had 
been formed, and hastily as they had been dis{‘oncerjed ])y accitknt, 
tiicte romaini'd no slight chance that ho might be forced to eouu* 
round io I1 r‘ ]>r.rj)ose (ui wliicli his wife and danghtc'r had tixed lludr 
lieai'f ; ilje foi'giveness, namely, of the g'uilty Mic;ej)liorus Briennius. 
To his astonishment, and not perhaps greatly to lii.s .satisfjufliou, he 
lu'ord th(‘ patient deeply engaged witli tiie physician in canvassing 
liis (*\vu cliaracter.^ 

“ 'riiiuk iio(/’ said ITrsel in roidy to him, that though 1 am ini- 
mured in this dungeou, and treated as something worse flian an on!- 
casl of iiiimain'fy- ami a]thoiij;h J am, moreover, (h‘])rived of my eye- 
tl.'i' (h'arest gift of Uea,ven— tliiuk not, 1 stty, tliough 1 sutfer 
all litis b\ I he cruel will of Alexius ComuenuH. that therefore 1 hold 
him In b-.' mine <'nemy ; on the contrary, it is by bis means that the 
Idinded and miserable prisoner has been taught to seek a liheny lav 
jimie nm'onsi, rained than Ibis pour earth can atlbrd, and a vision I'ar 
more eluav than any Mount Bisgah on this wretched side of ihc 
grave can give iis : »Shall I thri-crbrc account the Km])ei,)r among 
mine em inii's? fie who has taught me the vanity of eaiahly ibimm 
— tlie notliii'cnesw of eartlilj m-jt.ymei N - Die pun^ lio'pe of e. 
hcM or world, a;> a certain exchange for ihe misery of tlie iire>m.l ? 

'Die Mnijicror )i;ui stood sununvliafc disconcericvl a,i the begiiminp; 
of I his sprrcli, but liearing it so very unexiiectfully terminat.(\ as he 
was willing to suppose, much iu liis own favour, Tie threw liimsed* 
into an aliJtude which wnis partly that of a modest l>ersoiJjsy<:^J;_y 
to own jn-aiscs, and partly that of a man Mghly struciTwilli the 
commendations iieaped upon him by a generous adversary. 

“My friend,” he said aloud, “how truly do you read my purpose, 
when you siijipose that the know'ledge which men of your disposition 
can extract frdin evil, w as all the experience which I wished you to 
derive from a captivity ])rotracted by adverse cireurnstanees, far, vm\v 
far, beyond, ^ Avislie.s ! Let me embrace the generous man who 
' knows so wHl how to consU’ae the purpose of a perplexed, but still 
faitlifui 

'rh(‘ pateit raised himself in his bed. 

“ Hold there ! ” he said, “ luetlnuks my faculties begin to rollecP 
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thomwelve^. Ycfi,” he mutlorcci, “ tliat U the trcarlioroiiH voice >fliieh 
iirst bid me welcome as a fVieocl, mid then oominanded fiercely that I 
sli(\ld be deprivfd of the si^Ut of niy eyes! — liicvesse tby riijour if 
tliou will, Comiieiius— add, if thou caiisf, to the torture of liiy confine-* 
luent— but since] cannot see tliy Iiypocritical and inliuimui foaiurcs, 
spai(i me, in mercy, the sound of a voice more distressing' to mine ear 
than toads, tljan serpents, — than whatever nature has niosl oflensive 
and dis^iu>tiii^’ ! ** 

This speech was delivered with so much cuer«.fy, that it was in vain 
fluit the Emperor strove to interrupt its tenor; alllion^jfh he himself, 
as w^el! as Doubau and his daug-liter, Innird a ^^rcat deal more of tlio 
lau»'ua^^o of unadorned and natural passion than he hud counted 
upon. 

“ liaise thy head, rash man,’* he said, “and charm thv tong’ue, ere 
it proceed in a strain wiiicli may cost thee dear. Eoot at me, and 
se(!! if 1 have not reserved a reward capable of atoning* for all tlie evil 
v. hicli thy folly may charg’c to my account.** 

Ilitbcrto the ])rif>oner bad remained with his C 3 ’eH obstinately shut, 
regarding* the imperfect recollection lie had of sights wliicm bad been 
belbre bis eyes the foregoing* evening, as the mere suggc.stion of a 
deluded imagination, if not actually presented by some sedticing 
spirit. ]>ut now, when liLs eyes fairly encountered the stately figure 
of llie Enifieror, and the graceful form of Ids lovely daiightev/painted 
in the tender rays of the morning dawn, he ejaculalcd faintly, ‘*I 
see! — I see!” — And with that ejaculation fell fiack on the pillow iu 
’ a swoon, which instantly found emplo^’ment for ilouban and his re- 
storatives. 

A most wonderful cure indeed ! ** cxclaiinod (ho physician; “aud 
the bright of my wishes would be to p(tssoss such another mirucuiouH 
rc^toralivc.” 

“b''ooJ!” said the Emperor; “caust thou not conceive that what 
has never been taken away is restored with little diflicultv? lie. was 
made,” be said, lowering iiis voice, “to undergo a painful oixu'ation, 
wiiicli led idin to believe that tlic organs of sight were destroyed; 
luid as liglil HC 4 irceI;y; evef‘ visited liim, and when it did, only in doubt- 
ful and almost invifsible glimmeringH, tlie prevailing darkncs.s, both 
pliysiciil and mental, that surrounded him, prevented him from being 
sensibie of (be existence of that precious faculty, of which lie ima- 

i ined himself bereft. Eerliaps thou wilt af»k ray reason for inflicting 
^ jan^iim so strange a deception ?— Simply it was, tliat being by it 
incapable ,of reigning, his memory might pass out ojMIio 
minds of tlie public, while, at tlie same time, 1 reservial his eyesight, 
that, iu case occfisiou should call, it might be iu my power once more 
to liberate liim from his dungeon, and employ, as 1 now propose to 
do, hi.s courage and talents in the service of the empdre, to couuter- 
balance those of other conspirators.** 

“And can your Imperial lligliness,** said Douban, “hope that you 
have acquired tliis mau*s duty and affccjiioii by the conduct you have 
observed to him?** . 

, “ 1 cannot tell,** answered the Emperor; “ that must be as futurity 

shall determine. All 1 know is, that it is no fault of mine if Ursei 
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docs ivnt reckon freedom and a longf course of empire —porlians £ranc- 
tioned by an alliance with our own blood— and the continued 
ment of the precious organs of eyesight, of which ii less scrupm'ous 
man would have deprived him, against a maimed and darkened exist- 
ence.” 

** S'lice such is your Highness’s opinion and resolution,” said Don- 
ban, ** it is for me to aid, and not to counteract it. Permit me, there- 
foi e, to pray your Highness and the Princess to withdraw, that I may 
use such remedies as'may confirm a mind which has been so strangely 
shaken, and restore to him fully the use of those eyes, of which lie 
has been so long deprived.” 

“I am content, Douban,” said tlie Hnipcror; ‘'but take notice, 
TJrsel is not tolzilly at liberty until he has expressed the resolution to 
become actually mine. It may behove both him and tliee to know, 
that although there is no purpose of remitting him to the dungeons 
of the Blacqiiernal palace, yet Ui he, or any on liis part, should aspire 
to head a party in these feverish times,— by the honour of a gentle- 
man, to swear a Frankish oath, he shall find that he is not out of the 
reach of the bnttle-axes of my Varangians. I trust to thee to com- 
municate this fact, which concerns alike him and all who hav(‘ inte- 
rest in his fortunes, dome, daughter, >ve wdll withdraw, and leave 
the leech with his patient. — Take notice, Douban, it is of importance 
that you acquaint me the very first moment when the patient can 
hold rational communication with me.” 

Alexius and his accomplished daughter departed aocordingly, 


CHAPTER XXVm. 

Sweet are the uses of advorsity, 

Wbicli, like the toad, ugljr and venomous, 

IJcars a precious jewel in its liead. 

As Yoif, like It. t 

<! 

FnoM a terraced roof of the Blacquernal palace, accessible by a 
sash-door, which opened from the bedchamber of Ursel, there was 
commanded one of the most lovely and striking views which llw. 
romantic neighboui^hood of Constantinople afforded. 

After suft’briiig'hifii to repose and rest his agitated facul4WlSJiPvim?j^ 
to fiiis place that, the physician led his patient ; for when somewhat 
composed, hqliad of himself requested to be permitted to verify tlie 
truth of his restored eyesight, by looking but once more upon the 
maiestic face of nature. 

0%the ene hand, the scene which he behel4/Was a masterpiece of 
human art. The proud city, ornamented wim stately buildings, as 
became the capital of the >yorld, showed a succession of glittering 
spires aijji orders of architecture, some of them ohaste'^and simple, 
like those the capitals of which were borrowed ffrom haskets-fuli of 
acanthus; some deriving the fluting of their shafts from iho^)^xo^Si 
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'%itA<lc onV^iiially to support the lances of the earlier Greeks— forma 
simple, yet uior# graceful in their simplicity than any which limnan 
infi^eiuiiLy 1ms been able since to invent. With the most snlendicr 
s])ccimcns which ancient art couhl afford of those strictly classical 
niodels^w'ere associated tliose of a later age, where more modern 
taste had endeavoured at improvement, aiul, by mixing the various 
orders, liad produced such as were either composite, or totally out 
of rule. The size of the buildings in which they were displayed, 
however, procured them respect ; nor could even the most ])erfcct 
judge of architecture avoid being struck by the grandeur of their 
cxtcjit and effect, although hurt by the incorrectness of tlie taste 
in which they were executed. Arches of triumph, ^^owers, obelisks, 
and spires, dosigued for various purposes, rose up into the air in 
confused magnificence; while the lower view was filled by the streets 
of the city, the domestic habitations forming long narrow alleys, on 
either side of which tlic houses arose to various and unequal heights, 
but, being generally finished with terraced coverings, thick set with 
plants and flowers, and fountains, had, when seen from an eminence, 
a more noble and interesting as]»ect than is ever afforded by the 
eloping and uniform roofs of streets in the capitals of the north of 
Europe. 

It has taken ns some time to give, in words, the idc^a which was at 
a single* glance, conveyed to Ursel, and afiected him at first with 
great pain, llis eyeballs had been long strangers to that daily exer- 
cise, which teaches ns the habit of correcting tlie scenes as they 
appear to our siglit, by the knowledge which we derive from tlie use 
of our other senses. Ilis idea of distance was so confused, that it 
seemed as if all the spires, turrets, and miiiarot.s which he beheld, 
were crowded forward upon his eyeballs, and almost touching them. 
With a shriek of horror, Ursel turned liimself to the further side,: 
and cast his eyes upon a different scene. Here also lie saw tower^ 
steejiles, and turrets, but they were those, of the churches and public 
buildings beneath his feet, rcilected frqjn tlie dazzling jiiece of water, 
wliich formed ^lie harbour of Oonstantiuople, and which, from the 
abundance of wealrti which it transported to the city, was well termed 
tlic Golden Horn. In one place, this superb basin wa.s lined with 
quay.s, whore stately dromonds and argosies unloaded their wc.alth, 
while, by the shore of the haven, galleys, feluccas, and other small 
J-aft, idly flapped the singularly shaped and snow-white ]>inion3 
them for sails. Iirother places, the Golden Horn lay 
.slirouded in a verdant mantle of trees, where the jirivate gardeifl of 
wealthy or distinguished individuals, or places of public recreation, 
shot down upon and w^erc bounded by the glassy waters. 

On the Bosphorus, which might be seen in the dif^ance, the little 
fleet of Tailored was lying in the same station they had gained dur- 
ing the night, which was fitted to command the opposite landing ; 
lids their general had preferred to a midnight descent upon Gon- 
stantiuoplc, not knowing whether, so coming, they might he received 
as friends or enenues. This delay, however, had given the Greeks 
bin op^fbrtunity, either by the orders of Alexius, or tlie equally power- 
ful mandnfes of some of the conspirators, to tow six snips of war,. 
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full of* anned men, and provided with the maritime offensive weai)r/n4^ 
peculiar to the Greeks at that period, which they oad moored so as 
exactly to cover the place where the troops of Tajicred must neces- 
sarily land. 

This preparation g’ave some surprise to .the valiant Tancred, who 
did not Know that such vessels had arrived in the harbour from Lem- 
nos on the preceding night. The undaunted courage of that prince 
Was, Iiowever, in no respect to he shaken by the degree of unexpected 
danger with wliich his adventure now appeared to be attended. 

This splendid view, from the description of wliich we have in some 
degree digressed, was seen by the physician and Ursel from a ter- 
race, the loftiest almost on the palace of the Bhioquernal. To the 
cityward, .it was hounded by a solid wall, of considerahlo heif^lit, 
giving a resting-place for the roof of a lower building, which, sloping 
outward, broke to the view the vast height un obscured otherwise 
save by a high and massy balustrade, composed of bronze, wliich, to 
the havenward, sunk sheer down upon an uninterrupted prociiiice. 

No sooner, tliercforc, had Ursel turned liis eyes that way, tlian, 
though placed far from the brink of the terrace,* he exclaimed, with 
a shriek, “ Save me— -save mo ! if you are not indeed the destined 
executors of the Emperor's will.” 

** We arc indeed such,” said Douhan, to save, and if' possible to 
bring you to complete recovery ; but by no means to do you injury, 
or to suffer it to be offered by others.” 

” Guard me then from myself,” said Ursel, “ and save me from flie 
reeling and insane desire wliich 1 feel to plunge myself into the abyss, 
to the edge of which you have guided me.” 

• “ Such a giddy and dangerous temptation is,” said the physician, 

** common to those who have not for a long' time looked down from 
preci])itous heights, and are suddenly brought to them. Nature, 
however bounteous, hath not provided for the cessation of our facul- 
ties for years, and for their sudden resumption in full strength and 
vigour. An interval, longer'-or shorter, must needs intorvene. Can 
you not believe this terrace a safe station while yon have my su])- 
port and that of this faithful slave ? ” 

" Certainly,” said Ursel; “but permit me to turn my face towards 
this stone wall, for I cannot bear to look at tlic flimsy piece of wire, 
which is the only battlement of defence that interposes betwixt n^‘ 
and the precipice.” He spoke of the bronze balustrad p.^ si y 
high, and massive in proportion. Thus saying, and liokHliglmithy 
the physician’s arm, Ursel, though himself a younger and more able 
man, treml^ and moved his feet a.s slowjy ns if made of lead, until 
he reached; ihife sashed door, where stood a kind of balcony-scat, in 
which he blaced liimself.— “ Here,” he said, “ will 1 remiun. 

“ Ari4®‘re,” said Douban, ** will I make the communication of the 
Empc^H 'which it is necessary you should he prepared to reply to. 

• observe, at your own. dH])osal for liberty or 

CftPt lM fc^JUt it conditions for your resigning that sVeet but sinful 
inors|pier^d revenge, which, I must not conceal from you, chancG 
appears willing to put into your hand. You know the degree 
mmry m. which you have been held by the Kmperor, and yon knn''> 



COUNT ROBERT OP PARIS. 


247 

the measure of evil yon have sustained at hia hand. The (ilieation 
i^Can you forfive wljut lias taken place?” 

^ hvi iMe wrap rnv head round with my mantle,” said Ursel, “ 
dispel this <li/,zujess winch still oppresses my poor brain, aiul as soon 
as the power of recollection is granted to me, you shall know inv 
stall iinents.” 

He Slink ut>on the scat,mufRed in the way which he described, and 
after a few minutes' reflection, with a trepidation which ar«’ued the 
pafiinit KStill to be under the nervous feelin^^of extriarie horror mixed 
with terror, he addressed Douban thus: **Tho operation of wron<r 
and cruelty, in the moment when they are first inflicted, excites, of 
eoiirse, the utmost resentment of the sufferer; nor is tlnu’e, |)erhaps, 
a passion which lives so loii'r in his bosom as the mAural dchii e of re- 
yen, o'e. If, then, (luriii<r the first month, wdien I lay strelehed upon 
my bed of want and misery, you Inyl ollered mo an opportunity of 
reveip»e upon my cruel oppressor, the rommint of nii^iaable life 
wljicli i-cmaincd to me sliould have been willingly bestow e<l to pur- 
chase it. jiiut a suOcriiirt- of weeks, or even immths, nuist not be 
coia])}ired in ofrect with that of years. For a. short space of endm*-' 
anee, tlie liody as well as the mind, retains that vigoi'ous habit which 
Itokls liie prisoner still connected with life, and teaches him to thrill 
at tlic Jong forgottcii cliain of hopes, of vvislies, of disappointments, 
and infu titications, which affected his former existence. Hut the 
wounds become callous as they harden, and other and hotter feelings 
occnj)y tlieir place, wbihi they gradually die away in forgetfulness. 
The enjoyments, the amusements of this world, occupy no part of 
liis lime upon whom the gates of despair have once closed. 1 tell 
tliee, my Irind ])hysician, that for a season, in an insam^ attempt to 
effect my liberty, I cut through a largv. portion of the living roek. 
Ihu. Heaven cured me of so foolish an idea ; and if 1 did not in.*tinilly 
ioiiM' to love Alexius Goimienua — for how could that have betm a 
jxissible eUcct in any rational state of my inteliocts ?--yet as 1 be- 
came cLiivinccd of my own crimes,^ins, and Ibllios, the more and 
more 1 w^as^jilso persuaded that Alexins was hut the agent through 
wliom Heaven exercised a dearly-purcluised right of punishing luo 
for my manifold offences and transgressions; and that it was not 
therefore upon tlie Emperor that my resentment ought to visit itK<df. 
And 1 can now say to thee, that, so far as a man who has iinder- 
rimu: so dreadful a change can be supposed to know bis own mind, I 
i??e7Trii%lesire either to rival Alexius in a race for em])ire, or to avail 
inys<.>]rof any of U^ie various proffers wdiich lie proposes to nn3^.s the 
])rjtM of witlfdrawing my claim. Let him keep unpurchased tlie 
ci-own, for which lie has paid, in my opiuion, a price wdiich it is not 
w'urth.” , 

‘’'I’liis is extraordinary stoicism, noble Urscl,” answered the phy- 
siciiin Hoiihan. “Am J ih^m to understand that you reject the fair 
oilers of Alexius, and desire, instead of all which he is willing— -nay, 
anxious to bestow~~to be com mi ttedT safely back to thy old blinded 
dmmeon in the Hlacq^uernal, that you may continue at ease those 
picff.tic meditations wiiich have already conducted thee to so oxtra- 
vfig'ant a conclusion ? ” 
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Plfvsiciaii,” said IJrsel, wlnle a shuddering fit that alTecfced hi? 
whole body testified his alarm at the alternative jiroposed — (^/e 
'^ould iiiiag’ine thine own profession might have taught tliee tlia^no 
mere mortal man, unless predestined to he a glorified saint, could 
ever prefer darkness to the light of day ; hliiidiiess itself to the en- 
joyment of the power of sight ; the pahgs of starving to competent 
sustenance, or the damps of a dungeon to the free air of God’s 
creation. No !— it may be virtue to do so, but to such a pitch mine 
does not soar. All I require of the Emperor for standing by him 
with all the power my name can give him at this crisis is, that ho 
will provide for my reception as a monk in some of those pleasant 
and vvoll-cndowcd* seminaries of piety, to which his devotion, or his 
fears, liave given* rise. Let me not he again the object of his suspi- 
cion, the operation of which is more dreadful than that of being the 
object of his hate. Forgotten by power, as I have myself lost the 
remembrance of those that wivtliled it, let me find my way to the 
grave, unnoticed, uneonstmined, at liberty, in possession of my dim 
and disuHcdwgans of sight, and, above all, at peace.” 

“ If such he thy serious and earnest wish, noble TTrsel,” said the 
physician, “ I myself have no hesitation to warrant to thee tlie full 
accomplishment of thy religious and moderate desires. But, l)c- 
thiuk thee, thou art ouce more an inhabitant of the court, in which 
thou mayst obtain wbat thou wilt to-day ; while to-morrow, sliouldst 
thou regret thy indiflbrcnce, it may be thy utmost entreaty will not 
suffice t(> gain for thee the slightest extension of thy present con- 
ditions.” 

“ IjO it so,” said IJrsel ; I will tlien stipulate for another condi- 
tion, which indeed has only reference to this day, 1 will solicit his 
Imperial Majesty, w ith all humility, to spare me* the pain of a per- 
sonal treaty between himself and me, and that he will be satisfied 
with Ihc solemn assurance that I am most willing to do in his fiivour 
all that he is desirous of dictating; while, on the other hand,! 
de.sire only the execution of those moderate conditions of rny future 
'aliment wliich I have already <*6ld thee at lenglh.” 

“ But wliercfore,” said Douhan, “sliouldst thou bo afraid of an- 
nouncing to the Ein])cror lliy disposition to an agreement, wliich 
cannot he esteemed otherwise than extremely moderate on thy 
part? Indeed, I fear the Emperor will insist on a brief personal 
eonfercnco.” 

“ 1 am not ashamed,” said IJrsel, to confess the 
true jjiat I have, or think 1 have, renounced wliat the Scriptui^ calls 
the pride of life; but the old Adam still lives wiLliiii^us, and main- 
tains against the better part of onr nature an inextinguishable 
quarrel, easy to be iirousea from its slumber, but as diflichilt to be 
again couched in peftce. While last niglit I l)ut half understood 
tfnit mine enemy, was in my presence, and while my faculties per- 
formed but lialf their duty in recalling his deceitful and Iiated ac- 
cents, did not my li^art throb i?i my bosom with all the agitation of 
0 taken bird, aml^^shall 1 again have to enter into a personal treaty 
with the man be his gcnei’al conduct what it may, has hcer-.llie 
constant apd liiuh-ovokcd cause of iny unequalled misery ? Douhan, 
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mj)!— to listen to his voice agfaiu were to hear an alarm souilded to 
violent a^d vindictive passion of my heart; and though, may 
J leaven so help me as my intentions towards him are upright, yet A* 
is impossible for me to listen to his professions with a chance of 
safety either to liim or to myself.” 

“ if you be so minded,” Veplictl Douban, ** I shall only repeat to 
him your stipulation, and you must swear to him that you^ will 
strictly observe it. Without this being done, it must be dimcult, or 
perhaps impossible, to settle the league of whicli both are desirous.” 

Amen ! ” said Ursel ; “ and as J am pure in my purpose, and 
resolved to keep it to the uttermost, so may Heaven guard me 
from the influence of precipitate revenge, ancient grudge, or new 
qiuirrol ! ” • 

An authoritative knock at the door of the sleeping-chamber was 
now hoard, and Ursel, relieved by more powerful feelings, from the 
giddiness of W'hich Ije had complaiAHl, walked flnnly into the bed- 
room, and seating himself, w'aited with averted eyes the entrance of 
l!ie person who dotnanded admittance, and who proved to be no 
odier tliaii Ahixius Oomnenus. 

The Emperor appeared at the door in a warlike dress, suited for 
the decoration of a prince wlio was to witness a combat in the lists 
fought out before him. 

“Sage Douban,” he said, “has our esteemed prisoner, Urael, 
made liis choice between onr peace and enmity ? ” 

“ lie hath, my lord," replied the ph 3 ^sician, “embraced the lot of 
that hapjiy portion of mankind whoso hearts and lives are devoted 
to th(i service of your Majesty’s government.” 

“ He will tlieu this day,” continued the Emperor, “render me the 
oflicc of putting down all those who may pretend to abet insurrection 
in his name, and under jiretext of his wrongs ?” 

“ He will, my lord,” replied the physician, “act to the fullest the 
part wliicli you require.” 

“ And in what way,” said the Emperor, adopting his most gracious . 
t(.iie of voice, “would our faithful tTrsel desire that services like 
t Iic.so, reiulci'^d iiUhe hour of extreme need, should he acknowledged 
by tlie Emperor?^' 

“ Sirnjdy,” answered Doiibnn, “by .saying iiotliing upon the sub- 
ject. He desires only that all jealousies between you and liini may 
file heueeforth forgotten, and Umt he may be admitted into one of 
\ monastic institution?, with leave to dedicate the 

re.st ot Ins life to the worsliip of ncaven ami its saints.” 

‘•Hath he pyrsuTulcd thee of tlii.s, Doubaii ?” — said the Emperor, 
in a low itiid altered voice. “ By Heaven ! when 1 consider from 
what prison lie was brought, and in what gui.se he inliabited it, I 
cannot believe in tliis gall-less di.spo.sitk)n. lie mu?<t at least speak, 
to me himself, ere I can believe, in some degree, the transformation 
of the fiery Ursel into a being so little capable of feeling the ordi- 
nary impuli^es of mankind.” 

“Hear me, Alexius Comnenus ” said the prisoner; “and so may 
tliiiijpow'n prayers to Heaven find access and acceptation, as thou 
believest tlie words which I speak to thee in simplicity of heart. If 
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thine crnpii'o of Greece were made of coined gfold, it would 
out no bait for tny acceptance; nor, I thank Hcavtvi, have even Jfie 
?"njurieR 1 have experienced at thy hand, cruel and extensive as tiicj 
have been, impressed upon me the slightest desire of rc<[uiting 
treachery with treachery. Think of me as thou wilt, so thou studist 
not again to exchange words with me; and believe me, that wIkmi 
■thou hast put me under the most rigid of thy ecclesiastical fonutia- 
tions, the discijdine, the fare, and the vigils wdll bo far superior to 
the existence falling to the share of tliose whom the King’ deligiita to 
honour, and who therefore must afford the King their society when- 
ever th<‘y are summoned to do so.” 

“ It is hardly for me,” said the physician, “to inter])ose iti so liigli 
a matter; yet^ as trusted botli by the noble UrscI aial by his liigli- 
ness the Emperor, 1 liave made'a brief abstract of these snort condi- 
tions to be kept by tlio high pay, tics towards each other, s>jb crhuine 

fahir 

Tlie Thni^tiror protracted the intercourse with TJrscl, until he more 
fully ex])laincd lo him the occasion which he should liave Hint very 
day for his services. When they parted, Alexius, wdth a great sliow 
of nffectioii, embraced his late prisoner, while it required all lh(‘ self- 
command and stoicism of Tlrscl to av(»id expressing in plains terms 
the cxtmit to which ho ahliorrcd the person who thus caressed him. 


OlIAPTER XXIX. 


O, CJoHspimcy 1 

Shfim’Pt thou to show thy daiigprous lir(*w by iiiKt'b 
VVli.'U ovils are most free"? (>, then, hy d.iy, 

Whore wilt thou find a enveni dark enough 

'I’o niu.sk thy tuonetrous vlsa^? Beck tame, C3unKi>ir{u''y < 

Hide iL in HniUes aiui.ufl'ability : 

For if tlion patJi thy iiativo aemblartco on, 

Not Ph ehus Itself were dim enough 
To hide thee from proveution. 

Jiiluis (Ja'i^ar. 

Ttte imporiant morning at last arrived, on wliich, by tlic Jm])eriiil 
prochimation, the coinbiit between the Caesar and Robert C. uvi of 
raris, was ap})ointcd to take place. This was a < 
greaVMUoasnro foi-eign to the Grecian inamicrH, apd to whicln there- 
fore, the ])ef)ple annexed different ideas from thosi* which wi re 
associated with the same solemn iUicision of God, as the Latins called 
it, by the Westevu nations. The consequence was a vague. l)ul. (‘X- 
cessive agitation ainongthe people, wlio connected the exlmordinaiy 
strife which they were to witness, with tlic various causes wliicli had 
been whispered ;^ib road as likely to give occasion to some general 
insurrection of; a great and tel-riWo nature. 

By the Imffcrial order, regular lists had been prepared for th(‘ 
combat, opposite gates or entrances, as was usual, for tft" ad- 
mittance Qj^the. two champions ; and it was understood that, the -qvpcal 
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to be made to the Divinity by each, according*' to the fortns pre- 
s^«*ibed by thoi Church of which the combatants were respectively 
members. The situation of these lists was on the side of the sh<«>6 
adjoininj? on the west to the continent At no great distam^e, the 
walls of the city were seen, of various architecture, composed of lime 
and of stone, and furnished with no less than foiir-and-twenty gates, or 
posterns, tivo of wdiich regarded the land, and ninetemi tlu‘ ^yatel^ 
All this formed a beantiful prospect, nuich of wliich is still visible. 
The town itself is about nineteen miles in circumference; and us it 
is on all sides surrounded with lofty cypresses, its general appciiranco 
is that of a city arising out of a st.at(dy wood of these magnitieent 
trees, partly shrouding the ]>iimacles, obelisks, and njinar(*ts, which 
then marked the site of many noble Cliristian tSinples ; but now, 
generally speaking, intimate the position of as many Molianunedaii 
mosques. 

These lists, for tlie convenience of s])octators, were surrounded ou 
all sides by long rows of seats, sloping downwards. Li Die iniddle 
of these seats, and exactly opposite the centre of (he lists, was a liigh 
tin-one, erected lor the Emperor himself; and which was separated 
froTii the more vulgar galleries by a circuit of wooden luiri icades, 
which an experienced eye could perceive might, in case of need, be 
made serviceable for purposes of defence. 

The lists were sixty yards in length, by perhaps about forty iu 
hrt^adth, and these alfbrdcd ample space for the exercise of the <‘om- 
]>at, both on liorscback a)ul on foot. J^iimcrons bands of the Oreck 
citi/c,ns began, with the very break of day, to issue from the gates 
and posterns of the city to examine and wonder at the constriictiou 
of the li^ts, pass their criticisms iijxm the purposes of the peculiar 
parts of the fabrit;, and occupy places, to secure them for th(‘ speev 
taele. Shortly after arrived a large band of those sohliers who were 
called the Uoman Immortals. These entered without ceremony, 
and placed themstdves on either hand of the wooden barricade which 
fonia'd the Kinperor’s seat . h^oini of tliern took even a greater 
liberty ; for* allecting tf) bo pressed against tlie boundary, tbere were 
individuals who^ipproached tiio partition itself, and seemed to medi- 
tate climbing over it, and placing tbcmsclvcs on tln^ same side with 
the Emperor. >Sotiic old domestic slaves of the household now 
slmwed themselves, as if for the purpose of preserving this sacred 
i:ir(de for Alexius and his court; and, m proportion as the Immortals 
begah'Wt) sliow themselves encroaching' and tnrhulent, the strength 
(•f the defenderiJ of the prohibited i>reciucts seemed gradually to 
increase- 

Thei'e was, though scarcely to be observed, besides the grand 
access to the Imperial scat from without, an other, opening also from 
the outside, Bccnrod by a very strong door, by which dilforent per- 
sons received admissions beneath the seats destined for tl,ie Imperial 

i )nrty. These persons, by their len^jtb of limb, breadth of slionlders, 
y the fifr of their cloaks, and cspWally by tlie redoubted battle- 
ax^ which all of tlicm bore, appeared to he Varangians ; but, al- 
though mul her dressed in llieir usual huhit of pomp, nor in their more 
effectual garb of war, still, when narrowly examined, they might bo 
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seeji to^possoss ilicir usual ofFensive weapons. Tliese men, enieriwj^ 
in separate and strag^jiling^ parties, mi^lit be obsewcd to join lAe 
fdi).ves of the interior of the palace in opposinjy the intrusion of tlie 
Immortals upon the seat of the Kruperor and the benches around. 
Two or three Immortals, who had actually made good their frolic, 
and climbed over the division, were flung* back again, very uneeremo- 
niously, by the harbai'ic strength and sinewy arms of the Varangians. 

The people around, and in the adjacent galleries, most of whom 
had the air of citizens in their holiday dresses, commented a good 
deal on tliesc proceedings, and were inclined strongly to make part 
with the Immortals. “ It was a shame to the Emperor,’^ they said, 
“tc encourage these British barbarians to interpose themselves by 
violence betweem his person and the Immortal cohorts of the city, 
who were in some sort his own children.” 

Stephanos, the gymnastic, whose bulky strength and stature ren- 
dered him conspicuous amid his' party, said, without hesitation, “ If 
there are two people here who will join in saving that the Immortals 
are unjustly deprived of their right of guarding the Emperor’s per- 
son, here is the hand that shall place them beside the Imperial chair.” 

“Not so,” quoth a centurion of the Immortals, whom we have 
already introduced to our readers by the name of Harpax; “Not so, 
Stephanos; that happy time may arrive, but it is not yet come, my 
gem of the circus. Thou knowest that on this occasion it is one of 
these Counts, or western Franks, who undertakes the combat ; and 
the Varangians, who call these people their enemies, have some 
reason to claim a prceodcncy in guarding the lists, wdiich it might 
not at this moment he convenient to dispute with them. Why, man, 
if. thou wert half so witty as thou art long, thou wouldst he sensible 
that it were bad woodmanship to raise the hollo upon the game ere 
it had been driven within compass of the nets.” 

While the athlete rolled his huge grey eyes as if to conjure out 
the sense of this intimation, his little friend Lysimachiis, the artist, 
putting himself to pain to stand upon his tiptoe and look intelligent, 
said, approaching as near us he' could to Ilarpax’s ear, “ Thou mayst 
trust me, gallant centurion, that this man of mould and muscle shall 
neither start like a babbling hound on a false scent, nor become 
miitc and inert when the general signal is given. But toll mo,” said 
he, speaking very low, and for that jmrposo mounting a bench, \Yhich 
brought him on a level with the centurion’s ear, “ would it not have 
been better that a strong guard of the valiant Immortals hiid bw'iT 
placed, jn this wooden citadel to insure the object of the day?” 

“Without question,” said the centurion, “it was so meant; but 
these strolling Varangians have altered their station of their own 
authority.” 

“Were it not well,” said Lysiraachus, “that yon, who are greatly 
more numerous than the barbarians, should begin a fray before more 
of these stranger^, jfivri vo ?” 

“Content yej^nd,” said the centurion, coldly; “we know our 
time. An attt||^orameneed too early would be worse than thrown 
away, nor woifla an opportunity occur of executing our project in 
the fitting time if an alarm were prematurely given at this moment.” 
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So sayiu,^, lie shuffled off among'his fellow-soldiers, so as ^ avoid 
’^tlspicu)us intercourse with such persons as were only concerned 
With the civic ftortion of the conspirators. 

As the morning^ advanced, and the sun took a hijjlicr station^ 
the horizon, the various persons whom curiosity or some more de- 
cided motive hroug'ht to see the proposed comhat, were seen stream- 
ing from different parts of the town, and rushing* to occupy such 
accommodation as tlie circuit round the lists afforded them. In 
their road to the place where preparation for combat was made, 
they had to ascend a sort of cape, Avliich, in the form of a small hill, 
projected into the TIellespont, and the butt of which, connecting it 
with the shore, afforded a considerable ascent, and of course a more 
commanding view of the strait between Euro])c an^J Asia than eitlier 
the immediate vicinity of the city or the still lower ground upon 
which the lists were erected, lii passing this height,^ the earlier 
visitants of tlie lists made little or uo halt; but after a time, when it 
became obvious that those who hai-hurried forward to the place of 
combat were lingering there without any object or occ^ipation, they 
that followed them in the same route, with natural curiosity, paid a 
tribute to the landscape, bestowing some attention on its beauty, 
and paused to see Avhat auguries could be collected from the water, 
which were likely to have any concern in indicating the fate of tlie 
events that were to take place. Some straggling .seamen were tlie 
first wIjo remarked that a squadron of the Cl reek small cruft (being 
that of "rancred) Avere in the act of making tlicir way from Asia, 
and threatening a descent upon Oonstantinojde. 

‘*It is strange,” said a person, by rank tlie captain of a galley, 
“ that those small vessels, wliicli were ordered to return to Constan- 
tinople as soon as they disembarked the Latins, should have remained 
so long at Scutari, and should not be rowing back to the Imperial 
city until this time, on the second day after their departure from 
thence.” 

“ I pray to Heaven,” .^aid another of the same profession, “ tliat 
those seamen may come alone. It sieems to me ars if their ensigm 
staffs, bowsprits, and topmasts were decorated with the same eirsigns, 
or nearly tlie saiftc, with those which the Latins displayed upon tliem, 
Avlicu, by the Emperox'^s ordei*, they were transported towards Pales- 
tine ; so inethinks tlie voyage back again resembles that of a fleet of 
merchant vessels, who have been prevented. from discharging their 
rgrgo at the place of tlieir destination,’’ 

TlJ%x*e is little good,” said one of the politicians whom wo for* 
merly noticed, “in dealing Avith such commodities, whether tifey ai-e 
imported or exported. Yon ample banner Avhich streams over the 
foremost galley, intimates the presence of a chieftain of no small 
rank among the Counts, whether it be for valour pr for nobility.” 

The seataring leader added, with the voice of one who hints 
alaimiing tidings, “They seem to have got to a point in the straits 
as high as will enable them to run down with the tide, and clear tlic 
cape wliidi we stand on, although '^ith Avhat purpose they aim to 
lan^ so close beneath the walls of the city, he is a wiser man than I 
who pretends to determine,’* 
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Asiswedly,” retiiniod his comrade, the inleutioii is not a kind 
one. The wealth of the city hag temptations to a j)oor people, wh« 
only value the iron which they possess as aflording* t/)cm tlie moiUJis 

procnrinji^ the which they covet/" 

“Ay, brother/’ answered Demetrius the politician, “but see you 
not, lyinjr at anchor wit inn this hay w)uch is formed hy tlie cape, and 
at the very point where these heretics are likely t«> be carried by the 
tide, six stroii»‘ vessels, having- the power of sending forth, not 
merely showers of darts and arrows, but of Ureciaii fire, as it is called, 
from their hollow decks ? If these Frank gentry continue directing 
tlieir course upon the Imperial city, being, us they are, 

propago 

Contomptrix Superttm 8aii(S, saswfcquo avidissinia csedis, 

35t vioJeuta, ' i 

we shall speedily see a combat ^better worth witnessing thau that 
announced by the great trumpet of the Varangians. If you love me, 
let ns sit duwu here for a moment, and see how tliis matter is to 
end/" 

“ An excellent motion, ray ingenious friend,” said Lasearis, which 
was the imino of the other citizen ; “ but, bethink you, shall we not 
be in danger from the missiles with which the audacious Latins will 
not fail to return the Greek fire, if, according to your conjecture, it 
shall be poured upon them by the Imperial squadron ?” 

“ That is not ill-argued, my friend,” said Demetrius ; “ but know 
that you have t(» do with a man who has been in smdi extremities 
before now; and if such a discharge should open from the sea, I 
would prop(>so to you to stop back some fifty yards inland, and thmi 
to'imernosc the very crest of the cape between u.s and the discharge 
of missiles ; a mere child might thus learn to face them without any 
alarm.” 

“You arc a wise man, neighbour,” said Lasearis, “and possess 
such a mixture of valour and knowledge as become.^ a man whom a 
friend might be suppt>sed safejy to risk his life with. There be 
those, for instance, who cannot show you the slightest, glimpse of 
what is going on, without bringing you within ])eril of your life; 
wlmre.is you, my worthy friend Demetrius, between your accurate 
knowledge of military affairs, and your regard for your friend, are 
sure to show liim all that is to be sccmvitliout the least risk to a 
person, who is naturally unwdlHug to think of exposing himsei r to 
injury. But, Holy Virgin! what is the niennin^ of that llS^ 
which ’<'»he Greek Admiral luus tin's instant hoisted?”. 

“ Why, you see, neighbour,” answered Demetrius, “ ycmlcr western 
heretic continues to advance without minding the various signs which 
our Admiral has iipide to him to desist, and now ho hoists the bloody 
colours, as if a man slioiild clench his fist and say, If you persevere 
in your nnciyil intention, I will do so and so.” 

“ By St Sophia,” said Lasearis, “ and that is giving him fair warn- 
ing, But what is it the ImpOrM Admiral is about to do ? ” 


1 Ovu>, Md. 
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‘lUm! run! frumd Lascaris/’.said Dcuietriup, *‘or you \^ll see 
'ITiT^'e of Ihiit tliaii norcliaaco you have any curiosity for.” 

iW'rordiut' ly, ?.*> add Iho Rlrcng'th of example to precept, T)eme- 
Iriii.s liiinstdf <;’Irt U]) his loins, and retreated with the most edifyinglt^ 
spc.'d to the opjjosite side of the rid^e, accompanied hy the i'reater 
jjarr of the crowd, who had tarried there to wiiiui^s the contest 
whieii the newsmonger ])romised, and were doterniined to inkt' his 
word lor tiielr own safety. The sound and sight wliicl) Inul alarmed 
Demelriua, was the discharge of a large portion of Greek fire, which 
pcrhaj)s may be best compared to one of those immense Congreve 
roidvtds of tlie i)j-eseiit day, which takes ou its shoulders a small 
gi‘jipnel or unclior, and proceeds groaning^ through the air, like a 
licrnl overburdened by the mandate of some inexorable magician, and 
of v/liicli the Operation was so territying, that the (frews of the ves- 
sels fittackcd by tin’s strange weajion frequently forsook every means 
of defence, and ran themselves ashor^. One of the principal ingre- 
dients of this dreadful fire was supposed to be naphtha, or the bitu* 
moil which is colloch'd on the banks of the Dead Sea^and which, 
when ia a state of ignition, could only he extinguished by a verysin- 
gui.tr mixture, and wdiich it was not likely to come in contact with. 
It produced a thick Hmolccaiul loud explosion, and was enpahh^, says 
(lil)hou, of (i(*mmunicating its fiamos with equal vehemence iu des- 
cent, (u* hitcral progress.^ In sieger., it wa.s poured from the ram* 
])aris, or lauiichod^ like our homb.s, in rod-hot halls of stone or iroji, 
or it was dai'led in flax twisted round arrows ami in javelins. It 
wns, c.onsid<‘rcd as a state secret of the greatest importance ; and fox* 
W'eil-nigh four centuries it W'as unknown to the Moliarnmedaiis. But 
at l(Migth the i-omposilion was discovered hy the .Saracen, s. and used 
hy tljcm for rep'dling the cru-saders, and overpowering the Greeks, 
upon who.aj sido it had at one time been tlie most formidable implc- 
iih ut of d(‘fcncc. Some exoiggeration we must allow for a barbar- 
ous period ; l)ut there seems no doubt thiit llie general des(;riptiou 
of I he crusader Joinvilie sliouhl he admitted as correct It came 
Hying ihrougli tlm nir,” says that goo®l knight, “like a winged dra- 
gon, about tUe thickness of a hogshead, wnth the report of thunder 
and 'he speed of figlitning, and the darkness of the night W'as dis- 
pebed hy this horrible illumination.” 

No! only the bold J lernetrius and liis pupil Lascaris, but all the 
'U i'ovd whom they inllneiieed, fled inaufully when tlie commodore of 
rocks fired the first discharge; and as the otlier vessels in the 
sfjinidroU followed Ins examjile, the heavens were filled with liic 
uiuisual and outri|geous noise, while the smoke was so tliielw^as to 
darken the vc^-y aii*. As the fugitives passcnl the crest of the hill, 
they s.xw the seaman, whom we formerly mentioned as a spectator, 
snugly reclining under cover of a dry ditch, where b© muiiuged so as 
to secure himself as far as possible from any accident, lie could 
not, however, omit breaking Jiis jest on the politicians. 

“ Wliat, lio!” he cried, “my good friends,” without mising himself 
above the counterscarp of his ditch, “Vill you not' reinaiu upon your 


1 For a full account of the Oreok fire, seo Gibbon, chapter liil 
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statioif lon^ eiiougli to finish that hopeful lecture upon battle by se|L 
Hiul laud, which you had so happy an opi)ortunity of coniinenciii^? 
Believe me, the noise is more alarming than hurtffi'l ; the fire isf all 
phinted in a direction opposite to yours, and if one of those dragoiis 
which you see docs happen to lly landward instead t>f seaward, it is 
hut the mistake of some cabin-hoy, who has used his linstock with 
xnorc willinj^ness than ability.” 

Demetrius and Lascaris just lieard cnou^>’]i of the naval hero's 
harang-ue, to acquaint them with the new dang'tn- with which they 
might be assailed by the possible misdirection of the weapons, and, 
rusliing; down towards the lists at the head of a crowd half despe?*a.to 
with fear, they hastily i)ropagated the appalling news, that tlie Latins 
were coming’ ba/ik from Asia with the purpose of landing’ in arms, 
pillaging, and burning the city. 

The uproar, in the mean time, ot this unexpected oceuiTcnce, was 
such as altogether to vindicate, hi public o\)ini'»n, the reported cause, 
however exaggerated. The thunder of tlie Greek fire came succes- 
sively, one bard U[)OU the other, and each, in its turn, spread a l>l(*t 
of black smoke uiioii the fiice of tlie landscape, which, thickened by 
80 many successive clouds, seemed at last, like that raised by a sus- 
tained lire of modem iirtillery, to oversiiadow the whole horizon. 

The small s(iuadron of Tancred were oom])l(*tely hid from view in 
the surging volumes of darkness, wliich the breadth <d' the \\(‘a.pniis 
of the enemy had spread around him; ami it seemed by a red light, 
which began tosliow itself among lh(‘ thickest of tli(‘ veil of darkness, 
that one of tlie ilotilla at least had caught fir<‘. Yet the liaiiiis 
resisted, with an obstinacy worthy of their own courage, and tlie 
fpmc of their celebrated leader. Home advantage they had, lai 
account of their small size, and their lowaicss in the water, as well as 
the clouded state of the atmo.spliere, which rendered tliem (litlleult 
marks for the fire of the Greeks. 

To increase tliesc advantage.s, Tancred, as wadi liy lioats as by the 
kind of rude signals made use of at the pcrioil, dispersed orders to 
his lleet, that each bark, disregarding tlie fate of tlui others, should 
press forward individually, anil that the men from cvwh sliouhi ho 
put on shore wheresoever and how.soever they "could ell'cet that 
manoeuvre. Tancred himself set a noble example : he was on hnard a 
stout vessel, fenced in some degree against the elieel of the Greek 
fire by being in a great mea-sure covered with raw hides, which hides 
had also been recently steeped in water. 'I'his vessel eontainedj^i- 
wards of a liundred valiant warriors, several of them of 'Aiiightiy 
ordei‘/’who had all night toiled at the humble labours of ilio oar, and 
now ill the morning applied their chivalrous haiuls 'to the arhlast 
and to the bow, winch were in general accounted the weapons of 
persons of a lower rank. Thus armed, and thus manijed, Prince 
Tancred bestow'ed upon his bark the full velocity which wind, and 
tide, and oar could enable her to obtain, and, placing her in the situa- 
tion' to profit by them as,miich as his maritime skill could direct, Ixc 
drove with tlie speeder jiglAiiing among the vessels of Lbmnos, 
plying on either si^lows, cross-bows, javelins, and militniy. mis* 
tiles of every kb^^^ith the greater aavantage that t}ie Greeks 
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tosting’ to tlieir artificinl fire, had omitted arraing^ themsclvSs with 
otlier weaponrij^^so that when the valiant Crusader bore down oil 
fliern with so much fury, repaying the terrors of their liro witli4j> 
storm of bolts and arrows no less formidable, they began to feel that 
their own advantage was much less than they hud supposed, and that, 
like most otlier dangers, the maritime lire of the Greeks, when un- 
dauntedly confronted, lost at least oiic-half of its terrors. The Gre* 
oian sailors, too, when they observed the vessels approach so near> 
filled witli the steel-clad Latins, began to shrink from a contest to bo 
maintained hand to hand with so terrible an enemy. 

By degrees, smoke began to issue from the sides of the great 
Grecijin argosy, and the voice of 'Bancred announced to his soldifr^ 
that (lie Grecian AdmiraBs vessel liad taken fire, •owing to negli-' 
gence ill tlie management of the means of destruction she possessetl, 
aiul that all they laul now to do was to maintain such a distance as, 
to avoid vsliaring her fiit(‘. Sparkle.-? and flashes of flame were next 
seen leaping from place to place on board of the great hulk, as if tliQ' 
element had had tJie sense and purpose of spreading wilier the cou-^ 
piernation, and disabling the few who still paid attention to the com- 
uiaiids of their Admiral, and endeavoured to extinguisli the fire, 
'fho eonseieusiRss of tlic combustible nature of the freight, began 
to add despair to terror; from the boltsprit, the rigging, the yards, 
the sides, and every part of the vessel, the unfortuiiatc crew were 
seen dropping Ihemselves, to exchange, for the part, a watery 
death fl»r one by the more dreadful agency of fire. 'I'iie crew of 
'Lnnjred’s bark, ceasing, by that generous prince’s commands, to 
oiler any additional annoyance to an enemy who was at once threat- 
ened by the ])crils of the ocean and of c^oiil'lugralion, ran their vcsecl 
ashore in a sniooth part of the bay, and jumping into tiie shallow sea, 
made the land witliuut difficulty ; many of tludr steeds being, by the 
exertions of tlie owners, and the docility of the animals, brought 
Eisliore at Die siinie time with their masters. Their commander lost 
110 time in forming their serried ranks into a phalanx of lancers, few 
indeed at first, but ])eri)etually incrcafiug as ship after ship of the 
little llotillii Am tpjliore, or, having more deliberately moored their 
liarks, lauded their men, and joined their companions. 

Tl)e cloud which had been raised by the conflict was now driven to^ 
ieeward before tlie wind, and the strait exhibited only the relics of 
tlie combat. Here tos.scd upon the billows the scattered and brokeii 
■en.ains of one or two of tlie Latin vesseLs which had been burnt at 
die commencement of the combat, though their crews, by the^xer-: 
dons of their gomtades, had iu general been saved. Jjower down 
were seen the remaining five vessels of the Lemnos squadron, bolding 
i disorderly and difficult retreat, with the purpose of gaining thei 
larbour of Constantinople. In the place .so late the*iseenc of combat, 
ay moored the hulk of the Grecian Admiral, burnt to the water’s 
idge, and still aending forth a black smoke from its scathed beams 
ind planks.. The flotilla of Tancrod, b«sied in discharging its troops, 
ay iiTegularly scattered along the bay, the men making* ashore us 
hey (mmd and taking their course to join the standard of tlieir leader. 
Various blaok substances floated on the surface of the water, nearer, 
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or more’distatifc to tne shorfe ; Rome proved to be tlie wreck of tbe vcs^cls 
which liml been dt^Rtroyed, and others, more ominous stilJ, llic lifeless 
bifiics of mariners who had falkur in the conflict. 

The standard had been borne ashore Ijy the Prince’s fa-vonrite 
pa^e, Ernest of Apulia, so soon as the keel of Tancred’s j^alley l);id 
grazed ui>on the sand. It wnis then pitched on the to]) of that eh‘vatod 
cape bt'tween Ct)nsfantinople and the lists, where Lascaris, Deme- 
trius, and other f^ossips, had held their station at the commeiieemeiit 
of the engagement, but from which all had fled, between the mingled 
dread of the Greek lire and the missiles of the Latin crusaders. 


CHAPTER 'XXX. 

» 

Bhfatilkd iJi complete armour, and fiiipporting with his rig'iil 
hand the Htdiidavd of his fathers, 'rancred remainod with liis liaiul- 
fui of warriors like so many Btatues of steel, e.xpcetiiig soin(‘ sort of 
attack from the (L'ecian party Avhich had occu])i(Ml llu‘ lists, or from 
the numbers whom tlie city gates began now to ])our huth — ^(jMieis 
some oi' them, and others citizens, many of whoin were arraved as if 
fur coiillicl. These j>ersons, alarmed by the various aeconjits v, liicli 
wore given of the combatants, and the jn’ogress of the liglit, i usliod 
tow'a.n]:; the standard of Prince Tancred, with the inienlion of heat* 
iiig it to tim earth, and dispersing the guards who owed it lu;iprj»'e 
and dorenco*. lint if the reader shall have ba])pem‘d to have; i nid''U 
at any lime (livongii a pastoral country, with a dog of a ]!oi>lo race 
following liim. lie must have remarked, in ihe (ieferenco ullinn.fely 
paid to the high-bred animal by the sliephcrd’s cur as he crofti^cs (lie 
lon<*l\ ;'len, of which the latter conceives himself the lord and 
guardian, something very sinular to Ihe demeanour of the ineens«’d 
Greeks, when they approached near to the little band of i'rnnks. 
At tlie lirst symptoin of the intrusion of a stranger, the dog of ihe 
shepherd starts from his slumbers, and rushes tow’ar.ds the iiolMo 
intruder with a tdamorous declaration of war ; but wlien the diininir 
tion of distance betw'ceii them shows to the aggressor the size t;rul 
strength of his opponent, ho becomes like a cruiser, who, in a eliase, 
has, to Ills surprise and alarm, fomul two tier of guns opposed to him 
instead of one. He halts — Hospends his clamorous yelping, amk in 
fine, ingloriousljr retreats to his master, with all the disho'^ourable 
marks of positively declining the combat ^ 

It was in this manner that the troops of the noisy Greeks, with 
much iiallooing and many a boastful shout, hastened both from the 
town ami from the -lists* with the apparent intention of sweei>in.<>‘ 
from ftie liehl Ujo,#w companions of Tancred. As they ad van ceil, 
Innvcver, witlpj^he power of romai-king the calm and regular oriler 

those ni^^pTio had landed, and arranged themselvos under this 
rmble cliif);fflft?s"baiuier, their minds were altogether changed as to 
tlie?|esolul(Ton of i^nstant combat; their advance became an ui>cf4*tttin 
and Rtag^^ring gSit, their heads were more frequently turned back 
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to- fJje point from which they camo, than towards the enemy 5 and 
their desire to pifovoke an instant scuftlo Yanished totally, whc*u theri 
(lid not appear the least sym^itoni that their opponents caied aboiff 
the matt('r. 

it added to the extreme confidence with which the Latins kept 
their ground, that they were receiving frequent^ though small rein- 
forceiuents from their comrades, who were landing by detachments 
all along the beach ; and that, in the course of a short hour, their 
amount had been raised, on horseback and foot, to a number, allow* 
ing for a few casualties, not much less than that which set sail from 
Hcuiari. ^ 

Another reason why the Latins remained unassail^ci, was certainly 
the inditrposition of the two principal armed parties on shore to enter 
into a quarrel with them. The guards of every kind, who were 
fiiitliful to tlic Emperor, and more ^specially the Varangians, had’ 
their orders to remain firm at tlieir posts, some in the lists, and others 
at viuioiis places of rendezvou-s in Uoustantiiiople, whcrqi.their pres^ 
once was necessary to prevent the eficcts of the Buddefi*’fesun*ectiou 
which Alexius knew to be meditated against him. Thciw), therefore, 
made no hostile demonstration towards the band of Latins, uor wa» 
it iho purpose of tlm Emperor they should do so. 

Oil the other hand, the greater part of the Immortal Guards, and 
those citizens wlio were prepared to play a part in the conspiracy, 
had been im[n*cssod by the agents of the deceased Agelastes with 
'th(5 o[)inioii, tliat this hand of Latins, commanded by Tancred, the 
relative (jf Bolicnioiul, had been despatched by tlic latter to their 
assistance. These men, therefore, stood still, and made no attempt 
to guide or direct the popular efforts of such as inclined to attack 
tlicae unexpected visitors ; in which purpose, therefore, no very.great 
party were united, while tlie majority W'cre willing enough to find an 
apology for reinainiug quiet. 

Ill the mean time the Emperor, from his palace (»f Blacquornal, . 
oliserved what passed upon the straite, and beheld his navy from 
Jaunnos totally foiled in their attempt, by means of the Greek fire, 
to check Xlie iuteneked passage of Tancred and his men. lie had no 
sooner seen the leading ship of this squadron begin to beacon the 
(lavknesa with its own fire, than the Emperor formed a secret rcsolut 
tiou to disown the unfortunate Admiral, and make peace with th^ 
Latins, if that should ho absolutely necessaiTi by sending them 

Ha had hardly, therefore, seen the names burst forth, and 
iho rest of the vessels retreat from their moorings, than in his^wn 
mind, the doom*of the unfortunate Phtaortes, for such was the namet 
of the Admiral, was signed and sealed. 

Achilles Tiitius, at tJie same instant, determining to keep ft clOfld 
eye upon the Emperor at this important crisis, came precijiitetely' 
into the palace, wilJi an appearance of great ftlarm. 

My Lord !-— my Imperial Lord ! I aja unhappy to bo the messen- 
ger of aucii *iinlucky news ; but the Latins have in great nnmbera 
succeeded in crossing the strait from Scutari. The Lemnos squad- 
ron endeavoured to stop them, as was Iftst night determined upon iu 
tile Imperial Council ©f War. By a heavy discharge of the Greek* 
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mk sliip of tlie unfortunate Phraortes, and it is strongly reported he 
has himself perished, with almost all his men. The rest have cut 
their cahlcs, and abandoned the defence of the passage of the Helles- 
pont.” , , , 

<*And you, Achilles Tatius,” said the Emperor, " with >Yhat pur- 
pose is it that you now hriug me this melanclioly news, ai a period 
$0 late, when I cannot amend the consequences 
** Under favour, most gracious EmperoiV’ replied the conspirator, 
not without colouring and stammering, such was not iny intention 
—I had hoped tq submit a plan, by wliich 1 might easily have pre- 
pared the way for correcting this little error.” 

Well, your plan, sir ? ” said the Emperor, drily. 

With your sacred Majesty’s leave,” said the Acolyte, I would 
myself have undertaken instantly to lead against this Tancred and 
Ms Italians the battle-axes of the faithful Varangian guard, who will 
make no more account of the small number of Franks who have come 


ashore, than the fM’iner holds of the hordes of rats and niice and such 
like mischievous vermin, who have harboured in his granaries.” 

** And what mean you,” said the Emperor, “ that 1 am to do, while 
my Anglo-Saxons light for niy sjike ? ” 

“Your Majesty,” replied Achilles, not exactly satisfied with the 
dry and caustic manner in which the Emperor addressed him, “ may 
put yourself at the head of the Immortal cohorts of Constantinople ; 
and I am your security, that you may either perfect the victory over 
the liiitins, or at least redeem ihe most distant chance of a defeat, by 
advancing at the head of this choice body of domestic troops, should 
the day appear doubtful.” 

** You, yourself, Achilles Tatius,” returned the Emperof, “ have 
I’cpeatedly assured us tliat these Immortals retain a iK*rverse attacii- 
ment. to our rebel Ursel. How is it, then, you would have us intrust 
our defence to these bands, wlifni we have engaged our valiant Varan- 
gians in the proposed coimict with the flower of the western army? 
— ^Did you think of tins lisk. Sir Follower f ” 

Achilles Tatius, much alarmed at an intimation indicative of his 


purpose being known, ausw ered, "That in his haste he had been more 
anxious to rccounncnd tlie plan which should expose his ow'ii person 
to the greater danger than that ^perhaps which was most attended 
witli pei-sonal safety to his Imperial Master.” 

"I.thank you for so doing,” said the Emperor j "you liave anti- 
cipated my wislics, though it ib not in my power at p^escut to follow 
the advice you have given ;me. I would have been well contented, 
imdoubtei^, hqd these Latins measured their way over the str.ait 
agaiiH**aC8Uggcsted by last night's council; but since they have 
arriyet(^md stand embattled ou our shores, it i$ better that we pay 
them With money and with spoil than with the Jives of our gallant 
«iiWPlc|Nf'* AVc can^L after all, believe that they come with any 
semfls Jntention or doing us injury; it is but the insane desire of 
wi^^ng f^ts of battle and single combat, which is to.4heiu the 
breaffi of tlicir nostrils, that can have them to tUis partial 
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countermarch. I impose upon ygu, Acliilles Tatius, combining the 
Protospathaire jn the same commission with you, the duty of riding 
up to yonder standard, and learning of their chief, called the Prin^ 
Tancred, if he is there in person, the purpose of his return, and the 
cause of his entering into debate with Fhraortes and the Lemjios 
squadron. If they send us any reasonable excuse, we shall not be 
averse to receive it at their bands; for wo have not made so many 
sacrifices for the preservation of peace, to break forth into wav, if, 
after all, so great an evil can be avoided. ,Thou wilt receive, there- 
fore, with a candid and complacent mind, such apologies os they 
may incline to briiig forward; and be assured that the sight of 
this nuppet-sliow of a single combat will be enough of itself to 
banish every other consideration from the reflectioft of tlicse giddy 
crusaders.” 

A knock was at this ^ment heard at the door of the Enineror^s 
apartment ; and upon the word bofhg given to enter, the Protos- 
pathaire made his appearance. He was arrayed in a splendid suit 
of ancient Roman fashioned armour. Thd want of a tisor left hia 
countenance entirely visible; which, pale and anxious as it was, did' 
not well become tbe martial crest and dancing plume with which it 
■a^as decorated. He received the commission already mentioned 
witli the less alacrity, because the Acolyte was added to him as his 
colleague ; for, as the reader may have observed, tliese two officers 
W’cre of separate factions in the army, and on indifferent terms with 
ouch other. Neither did the Acolyte consider his being united in 
commission witli the Protospathaire as a mark either of the Em- 
peror’s confidence or of his own saf(*ty. He was, however, in the 
mean time, in the Blacquernal, where the slaves of the interior made 
not the least hesitation, when ordered, to execute any officer of the 
court. Tbe two generals had, therefore, no other alternative tlmn 
that wliich is allowed to two greyhounds who arc reluctantly coupled 
together. TIjc hope of AchillcsTatius was, that he might get safely 
through his mission to Tancred; after which he thought the suc- 
cessful explosion of the conspiracy ffiight take P^^^c^|j||fcliavo its 
course, eitlief as ^ matter desired and countenanced jBppie.lifktins, 
or passed over as a thing in which they took no inu||p^ plii'eithei: 
side. ' 

By the parting order of the Emperon they were to mount on 
back at tlie sounding of the great Varangian trumpet, put them- 
selves at the head of those Anglo-Saxon guards in the courtyard of 
their batrack, and await tlie Emperor’s further orders. 

There was gomtthing in this arrangement which pressed hard on 
the conscience of Achilles Tatius, yet he was at a loss to justify hjs. 
apprehensions tq hiniself, unless from a conscious feeling of his own 
guilt. He felt, however, that in being detained, mider pretence of 
an honourable mission, at the head of the Varangians, he vHis de- 
prived of the liberty of disposing of himself, by which he had hoped 
to communicate with the Cmsar and Jiereward, whom he reckoned 
upon as his active accomplices, not knowing that the first was at 
this anoment a prisoner in the Blacquemai, where Alexius had ar- 
rested him in tnc apartments of the Ethpressi and that the second 
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I^AB thie most important support of Oomuenus dunug* tho wljole, (/ 
that erentful day. 

^When the gigantic trumpet of the Varangian guard sent forth 
its dOep signal through the city, the Protospathaire hurried Achilles 
along with him to the rendezvous of the Vaningians, and on tlio 
way said to him, in an easy and indifferent tone, ' As the Kmpernr 
is in the field in p€^rson, you, his representative, or Follower, wmH of 
course transmit no orders to the body-guard, except such as shall 
receive their origin from himself, so that you will consider your 
authority as this day suspended.’* 

“ I regret,” said Achilles, “ that there should have seemed any 
cause for such precautions ; I had hoped iny owm truth and fidelity 
— ^but— I am ohstjquious to his imperial pleasure iu all things.” 

^‘Such are his orders,” said the other officer, “and you know 
under what penalty obedience is enforced.” 

If I did not,” said, Achille^ “ the composition of this body of 
guards would remind me, since it comprehends not only great part 
of those Vai*angians, who are the immediate defenders of the Em- 
peror’s throne, but those slaves of the interior, who are the execu- 
tioners of his pleasure.” 

To this the Protospathairc retiinied no answer, while the more 
closely the Acolyte looked upou the guard which attended, to the 
unusual number of nearly three thousand men, the more had he 
reason to believe that ho might esteem himself fortunate, if, by the 
, intervention of citlicr the Cmsar, AgeJastes, or Herew^ard, he could 
pass to the conspirators a signal to suspend the intended explosion, 
which seemed to ho provided against by the Emperor with unusual 
caution. He would have given the full dream of empire, with which 
he had been for a short time lulled asleep, to have seen hut a glimpse 
of the azure plume of Nicephorus, the white mantle of the philoso- 
pher, or even a glimmer of ilereward’s battle-axe. No such objects 
could be seen anywhere, and not a little was the faithless Foll(>wer 
displeased to see that whichev^sr way he turned his eyes, thosii of the 
Protospatbi^'e, but cspeciallv of the trusty domestic oflicei s of the 
empire, seemed to follow and watch their occupation. ' 

Amidst tlio numerous soldiers whom he saw on all sides, his eye 
did not recognise a single man with whom he could exchange a 
friendly or confidential glance, and he stood in all that agony of ter- 
ror, which is rendered the more discomfiting, becatiae the traitor is 
conscious that, beset by vai’ious foes, his own fears arc the most likely 
of aiyo betray him. Internally, as the danger seemed to increase, 
and as his alarmed imagination attempted to disc<§rn wew reasons for 
it, he could only conclude that either one of the three i)rincij)al con- 
apirators, or at least some of the inferiors, had turned informers; 
and his doubt wiis, whether he should not screen his own share of 
what had been premeditated, by flinging himself at the feet of the 
Emperor, and making a full confession. But still the fear of being 
premature in liaving recoursedio such a base means of saving himself, 
joined to the absence of the Emperor, united to keep within his lips 
a secret, wLMi concerned not only all his future rorlnnes, b6t life 
itself. in the mean time, therefore, plunged as it were in a 



mVWS ROBBRT OF PABIB. 


sea of i rouble and uncerfiftility, while the speck^i of laud, wliiph 
seemed to promke him refuge, were distant, dimly seen, and 631^^ 
tremelv dimculfc of attainmeut. 


CHAPTER XXXI. 

To-tnorrow— oh, that’s sudden I Spare him, spare him ; 

He's not prepared to die. 

SUAKiCSP14B.S 

At the Tnoraent when Achillea Tatius, with a fedlin^j of much inse- 
curity, aM’aited the unwinding of the periloua skein ot state politick, 
a private council of the Imperial family was held in tlic hall termed 
the Temple of the Muses, repeatedly distinguia^ed as the iipartmeut 
in which the Princess Anna Comnena was wont to make her evening 
recitations to those who were permitted the hoiionr oi hearing pre- 
lections of lior history. The council consisted of the Empress Irene, 
tlio Princess herself, and the Emperor, with the Patriarcli of the 
Crook Church, as a sort of mediator between a course of seventy 
and u dangerous degree of lenity. 

“T(*Jl iiot me, Irene,’' said the Emperor, "of the tine things at- 
tatdiod to the praise of mercy. Here have I sacrificed rny just re^ 
vc»)g'o over iny rival Ursel, aiul wliat good do I obtain hy it? Why, 
tho old o])«tinate man, instead of being tractable, and seiisible of tho 
gonorosity which has spared liis life and eyes, can be with diffictilty 
brougljt to exert himself in favour of the Prince to whom he owes 
thorn. J used to think that oyesight and tlic breath of life \Aeio 
tilings whicli oive would preserve at any sacrifice; but, on the con- 
trai y, 1 now' bedieve mon value them like more toys. Talk not tt> inC, 
thorcfoi'C, (d* the gratitude to be excited by saving this ungrateful 
cub; and believe me, girl,” tiuming^o Anna, “tliat not only will all 
my subjects, should 1 follow your advice, laugh at me for s])aring a 
mail so proflcteinnined to work my ruin, but even thou thyself wdt 
be the first to upbraid me with the foolish kindness thou art now bo 
anxious to extort from me.” 

“ Your Imperial pleasure then,” said the Patriarch, *■' is fiwted that 
your unfortunate son-in-iavv shall suffer doatli for his accession to this 
conspinicy, deluded hy that heathen villain Agelastes, and the txai- 
toroiis Jtcliillcs Tatius?” 

‘‘ {Such is niiY purpose,” said the Emperor ; "and in evidence that 
I mean not again to pass over a sentence of this kind with a seeming 
execution only, as iu the case of Ursel, tins ungralyful traitor of ours 
shall bo. led from the top of the staircase, or ladder of Acheron, as it 
is called, through tho large chamber named the Hall of Judgment, 
at the upper cud of which are arranged the apparatus for execution, 
by wdiich I swear ” 

" Hwear not at all ! ” said the Patriarch ; " I forbid tbec, in tho 
nam% of that Heaven whoso voice (tliough unwortliy) speaks in my 
person, to quench the smoking flax, or destroy the slight hope whma 
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thor^ m^y rommn, that you may finally be persuaded to alter your 
purpose rospecfciuff your misguided sou-iu-W, within the space al- 
40*^ed to him to sue for your mercy. Kcmember, I pray you, the re- 
morse of Constantine.” 

** What means your reverence ?” said Irene, 

A trifle,’' replied fho Emperor, “not worthy beinif quoted from 
su6h a mouth as the Patriaren’s, being:, as it probably is, a relic of 
paganism.” 

^^Whatisit?” exclaimed the females anxiously, in the hope of 
heaving something whicli might strengthen their side of the argu- 
ment, and something moved, perhaps, by curiosity, a motive wliich 
seldSim slunibers in a female bosom, even when tlie stronger passions 
arc in arms. 

“ The Patriarch will tell you,” answered Alexius, “ since you must 
needs know ; though I promise you, you will not receive any assist- 
ajice in your argumcsit from a shly legendary tale.” 

“Hear it, however,” said the Patriarch ; “for though it is a tale 
of the olden'Hime, and sometimes supposed to refer to the period 
when heathenism predominated, it is no less true, that it was a vow 
made and registered in the chancery of the rightful Deity, by an 
Emperor of Greece. 

“ What I am now to relate to yoii,” continued he, “is, in truth, a 
tale not only of a Christian Emperor, hut of him wlio made the wliole 
empire Christian; and of that very Constantine, who was also the 
first who declared Constantinople to be the m('tro])olis of the empire. 
This hero, remarkable alike for his zeal for religion and for lii.s war- 
like achievements, was crowned by Heaven with repeated victory, 
and with all manner of blessings, save that unity in his family which 
wise men are most ambitious to possess. Not only was the blessing 
of concord among brethren denied to the family of. this triumi>liant 
Emperor, l)ut a deserving son of mature age, wlio had been supposed 
to Tispirc to share Mic throne witli his father, was suddenly, and at 
midnight, called upon to enter Jiis defence against a capital charge 
of treason. Yon will readily ^excuse my referring to the arts by 
which tlie son was rendered guilty in the eyes of the fhtlier. Be it 
enough to say, that the unfortunate young man fell a victim to the 
guilt of his stepmother, Fausta, and that he disdained to exculpate 
himself from a charge so gross and so erroneous. It is said, that 
the anger of the Emi>eror was kept up against his son by the syco- 
phants who called upon Constantine to observe that tlie culprit dis- 
dained^even to jspp, plicate for mei’cy, or vindicate his inuoceVice from 
BO foul a charge. * - ^ 

“But the de^th-blow had no sooner struck the inuoccut youib, 
than his obtained proof of the rashness with wliicli he had 

acted. llM![h.d”at this period been engaged hi constructing the 
subterranean parts of tlie Blacquernal palace, which his remorse 
ilppointcd to contain a record of his paternal grief and contrition. 

the upper part of the stawnsase* called the Pit of Acheron, lie 
caused to be constructed a large chamber, still called tlie Hall of 
Judgment, for the purpose of. execution. A passage through an 
archway in the upper Wall leads from the hall to the place of misery, 
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wHei'c the axe, or other engine, disposed for the execution ^ atotq 
prisoners of consequence. Over this archway was placed a spedqs 
of marble altar, surmounted by an image of the unfortunate Crismk 
—the materials were gold, and it'bore the memorable inscription, To' 

T\TV SON WHOM I RASHLY CONDEMNED, AND TOO HASTILY EXECUTED. 
When constructing this passage, Constantine made a vow, that he 
himself and his posterity, being reigning Emperora, would stand he^ 
side the Statue of Crispus, at the time when any individual of their 
family should be led to execution, and before they sulFered him to 
pass from the Hall of Judgment to the Chamber of Death, that they 
slioukl themselves bo jiersonally convinced of the truth of the charge 
under which he sufiered. 

“ Time rolled on— the racmoiy of Constantine ^tvns remembered 
alm(jst like that of a saint, and the respect paid to it threw into 
shadow the anecdote of his son’s death. Tlie exigcncievS of the state 
rendered it difficult to keep so large a sum iu specie invested m'^% 
statue, which called to mind the unpleasant failings of so great a 
man. Yoin* Imperial Highness’s predecessors applied the metal 
wliicdi formed the statue to BU])port the 'J’urkish wars; and the re- 
morse and penance of Constantine died away in an obscure tradition 
of tlio Church or of the palace. 8till, however, unless your Imperial 
Majesty has strong reasons to the contrary, I should give it as my 
opinion, that you will hardly achieve what is due to the memory of 
the greatest of your predecessors, unless you give this unfortunate 
criminal, being so near a relation of yonr own, an opportunity of 
pleading his cause before passing by the altar of refuge: being the 
jiamc which is commonly given to the monument of the unfortunate 
Crispus, son of Coiistahtiiic, although now deprived both of the 
golden letters wliicli composed the inscription, and the golden 
nnnge which represented the roval sufferer.” 

A mournful strain of music was now heard to ascend the stair so 
often mentioned. 

“ If I must hear the Cjcsar Nicephorus Briennius, oi'c he pass the 
altar of refuge, there must be no 18ss of time,” said the Emperor; 
“for lho.se ^nelanelioly sound.s announce that he has already ap- 
pro aelicd the 11 ml of Judgment.” 

Botli tlio Imperijil ladies began instantly, with the utmost earnest- 
ness, to deprecate the execution of the Cajsar’s doom, and to conjure 
Alexius, as he hoped for quiet in his household, and the everlasting 
gratitude of his wife and daughter, that lie would listen to then 
entreaties in behalf of an unfortunate mau, who had been seduced 
into guilt, biUi m^t from his heart. 

“ I will at feast sec him,” said the Emperor, “ and the holy vow of 
Constantine shall be in the present instance strictly observed. But 
remember, you foolish women, that the state of Crispus and the pre- 
sent Csesar is as different as guilt from innocence, and that their 
fates, therefore, may be justly decided upon opposite principles, and 
with opposite results. But l will confront this criminal ; and you, 
Patriarch*, may be present to render what help is in your power to a 
liyiitg man ; for you, the wife and mother of the traitor, you will, 
methinks, do well to retire to the church, and pray Ood for the soul 
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of the Ueceasedjraihet than disturb liis last moments with unavf*ilini^ 
laraentfllions." . 

** Alexins/’ said the Empress Irene, Iheseech you^o be contented ; 
m assured that we will not leave you in this doif^»ed humour of blood- 
sheddingf, lost you nuike btich matoUids for lustory as are fitter for 
the lime of JN’ero than of Constantine." , 

The Emperor, without reply, led the way into the Hall of Juch^- 
ment, wIutc a much sti'ouffer lig:ht than usual was already shinin.^ 
up the i^tair of Acherop, n‘om which were heard to sound, uy sullen 
and intermitted fits, the penitential psalms which the Greek Cimrch 
has appointed to be sung* at executions. Twenty mute slaves, the 
paki colour of whose turbans gave a ghastly look to the withered cast 
of their features and the glaring whiteness of their eyeballs, ascended 
two by two, as it were from the bowels of the earili, each of them 
bearing in one hand a naked sabre, and in the other a lighted torch. 
After these came the unfortunaCfe Kicephorus ; his looks were those 
of a man half-dead from the terror of immediate dissolution, and 
what he possessed of remaining attention was turned successively to 
two black-siolcd monks, who were anxiously repeating religious [jas- 
sages to liim allcrnately from the Greek Scripture, and the form of 
devotion adopted by the Court of Constantinople. The Cujsar’s 
dress also correspouucd to his mournful fortunes ; his legs and arms 
w^ere biuxi, and a simple white tunic, the neck of which was already 
open, showed that he had assumed the garments which were to serve 
his lust lurn. A tall, muscular Nubian slave, who considered Idin- 
self obviously as the principal person in the procession, bore on his 
shoulder a large, heavy, headsman's axe, and, like a demon waiting 
on a sorcerer, stalked step for step after his victim. The roar of the 
procession was closed by a band or four priests, each of whom chanted 
from tinui to time the tlovotional psalm which was thundered forth 
oh the (*ccasioii; and unother of slaves, armed with bows and (piivers 
and with lances, to resist any attempt at rescue, if such should bo 
offered. ^ 

It w'ould liave required a harder heart than that of the unlucky 
princess to have resisted this gloomy apparatus of. fear and sorrow, 
surrounding:, at the same time directed against, a beloved object, 
the lover of her youth, and the husband or her bosom, within a fe.w 
minuU s of the termination of his mortal career. 

As the mournful train approached towards tlie altar of refuge, 
haif'Cn circled as it now was by the two great and expamjccl arms 
which^ projected from the ’wall, the Emperor, who stood (hf(‘ctly in 
the ]>asftagc, threw uppn the flame of the altar some chvps of aromatic 
wood, steeped in wine, which, leaping at once into a blaze, 

illmninatctt th^ dol^^^focession, the figure of the principal culprit, 
and the slaves most of them extinguished their flambeaux 

BO soon as they hatT served the purpose of lighting them up the 
Btaircasc. L 

The Budden li;^* spread fi^m the altar failed not to- make the 
Emperor and th|LErincesBes visible to the mournful group which ap- 
proached througn the halL All halted — all vycre silent. It \?as a 
meeting, as Uie Princess bos expressed herself in her historicid w'ork. 
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such as took place betwixt tOysses and the inhabitants of the oth^sr 
WQi-ld, who, wh^u they tasted or the blood of his sacrifices, recojofnised 
him indeed, but with empty lamentations, and postures fechlo mid 
shadowy. The hymn of contrition sunk also into silence ; and, oi 
the whole ^roup, the only figure rendered more dihiinct, w.i'^ tli© 
gi^i’antic executioner, whose high and farrowed forehead, as well 
the broad steel of his axe, caught and reflected back the bright gleaip 
from tlie altar, Alexius saw the necessity of breaking the silence 
which ensued, lest it should give the intercessors for the prisoner an 
opportunity of renewing their entreaties. 

JNicephorus Brieimuis,” he said, with a voice which, although 
generally interrupted by a slight hesitation, which procured 
among his enemies, the nickname of the Stutterer, •yet, upon importr* 
ant occasions Jike the present, was so judiciously tuned and balanced 
in its sentences that no such defect was at all visible— “Kiceplmrue 
Briennius,” he said, “ late Cffisar. tlie lawful doom hath been spoken, 
tliat, having conspired against the life of thy rightful sovereign and 
affectionate father, Alexius Comneniis, thou sliSt sufler the appro- 
priate sentence, by having thy head struck from thy body. Here, 
therefore, at the last altar of refuge, 1 meet thee, according to the 
vow of the immortal Constantine, for the purpose of demanding 
whether thou hast anything to allege why this doom sliould not be 
executed ? Even at this eleventh hour, thy tongue is unloosed to 
speak vvitli freedom what may concern tliylife. All is pr(‘pared in 
this world and in the next. J^ook forward beyond yon aicliway — the 
block h fixed. Look beliind thee, thou seest the axe already sharp- 
ened— thy place for good or evil in the next world is already deter- 
mined— time flies— eternity approaches. If thou hast aught lo say, 
speak it freely— if nought, confess the juatico of thy sentence, and 
pass on to death. 

The Emperor commenced this oration wdth those looks described 
by his daughter as so piercing, that they dazzled like lightning, and 
his periods, if not precisely flowing Jike burning lava, were }et the 
accents of a man liaving the power of absolute command, and as such 
produced an elfoct not only on tho criminal, but also upon t]ie Brinco 
liiinself, whose watery eyes and faltering voice acknowledged his 
sense and feeling of the fatal import of the present moment. 

Housing liimself to the conclusion of wlnit he had commenced, the 
Emjicror again demanded whether the prisoner had anything to say 
in Ills qjvn defence. 

Nicephorus w^s not one of those hardened criminals who#may be 
termed the wry prodigies of history, from the coolness wirh which, 
they contemplated the consummation of their crimes, whether ia 
their own punishment or the misfortunes of others. “ 1 Inive heeit 
tempted, 'Mie said, dropping on his knees, "ana I have fallen. I 
have nothing to allege in excuse of my folly and ingratitude; but I 
stand prepared to die to expiate my guilt/' A deep sigh, almost 
amounting to a scream, >vas liere hdhrd, close behind the Emperor, 
and its cause assigned by the sudden exclamation of Irene — " My 
lorif! ray lord! your daughter is gone!” And in fact Anna Com- 
nena bad sunk into her mother's arms without cither sense or xpo^* 
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fioiK ^he fathor^s attention was instantly called to support Jiis 
swooning: child, while the unhappy husband strove ^dth th* guards 
ta be permitted to go to the assistance of his wife. ** Give me but 
five minutes of that time which the law has abridged-let my efforts 
but assist in recalling her to a life which should be as long as her 
virtues and her talents deserve ; and then let me die at her feet, for 
i care not to go an inch beyond.” 

The Emperor, who in fact had been more astonished at tlie bold- 
ness and rashness of Nicepliorus than alarmed by his power, con- 
fiidcred him as a man rather misled than misleading others, and felt, 
therefore, the full effect of this last interview. He was, besides, 
noUnaturiilly cruel, where severities were to be enforced under his 
own eye. *♦ 

*‘Tho divine and immortal Constantine,’^ he said, “did not, I am 
pei'Ruadod, subject his descendants to this severe trial in order fur- 
ther to search out the inno'cened of (he criminals, but railiei* to give 
to those who came after him an opportunity of generously forgiving 
a crime whicfii could not, without pardon— the express pardon of the 
Prince-- escape unpunished. 1 rejoice that I am born of the willow 
rather than of the oak, and I acknowledge my weakness, that not 
even the safety of my own life, or resentment of this unhappy man’s 
treasonable machinations, have the same effect with me as the tears 
of my wife and the swooning of my dauglitor. llise up, Nicephoriis 
Brioniiius, freely pardoned, and restored even to the rank of Cmsar. 
Wc will direct thy pardon to be made out by the great Logothete, 
and scaled witli the golden bull. For foiir-and-twenty hours thou 
art a prisoner, until ah arrangement is made for preserving tlic pub- 
lic peace. Meanwhile, thou wilt remain under the charge of the 

Patriarch, who will be answerable for thy forthcoming Ilaugliter 

and wife, you must now go hence to your own apartment: a future 
time will come, during wliich yon may Inive enough of weeping and 
embracing, mourning and rejoicing. Pray Heaven that I, who, hav- 
ing been trained on till I Jiave sacrificed justice and true policy to 
uxorious compassion and ]>at.ei^ial tenderness of heart, may not liave 
cause at last for grieving in good earnest for all tjie e*/ents of this 
miscellaneous drama.” , 

The pardoiK’d ('^resar, wlio endeavoured to regulate his ideas ac- 
cording to Ihis unexpected changy, found it as difficult to reconcile 
himself to the reality of his .situation as Ursel to the face of nature, 
after having been long deprived of enjoying it ; so much do the diz- 
ziness and confusion of ideas, occa^^ioued by moral and ‘physical 
causes^ of surprise and terror, resemble each o'tlier'in tjieir effects on 
the understanding. 

At length he st ammered forth a request that he might he permitted 
to go to the field with the Emperor, and divert, by tlie interposition 
of hia own body, the traitorous* blows which some desperate man 
might aim against that of his Prince, in a day which was too likely 
to be one of danger and bloodiilied. 

“Hold there!” said Alexius Ooranenus;— “ wc will not begin thy 
newty-redeemed life by renewed doubts of thine allegiance; yet^it is 
but fitting to remind thee that thou art still the noniinal and osten 
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Bible head of, those who e^rpect to take a ])art in this clay’s iftsuiTec- 
tion, aud it will be the safest course to trust its pacificalion to others 
than to thee. ‘Go, sir, compare notes with the l\atriarch, and merit 
your pardon by confessing; to him any traitorous intentions coiicefi)- 
ingr this Old conspiracy with which we may bo as yet unacquainted. 
—Daughter and wife, farewell! I must now depart for the lists, 
where 1 have to speak with the t^itor Achilles Tatius and tho 
heathenish infidel Ag’elastes, if he still lives, but of whose providcu- 
tml death I hear a confirmed rumour.” 

“ Yet do not gfo, my dearest father ! ” said the Princess ; **but let 
me rather go to encourage the loyal subiects in your behalf. The 
extreme kindness which you have extended towards iny guilty Jum* 
band convinces me of the extent of your aifectiou^to wards your uur 
worthy daughter, and the ffreatuess of the sacrifice which you have 
made to heredraost childish aficcjtion for an ungrateful man wlio put 
your life in danger.” • ^ 

“ That is to sa}^ daughter,” said the Emperor, smiling, “ that the 
pardon of your liusbaiid is a boon wliich ha.s lost its nutfit wlien it is 
granted? .Take my utlvice, Anna, and think otlicrwisc; wives and' 
their liusbands ought in prudence to forget their ofleiiccs towards 
eacli other as .soon as human nature will permit them. Life is too 
sliort, and conjugal tranquillity too uncertain, to admit of dwelling 
long upon such irritating subjects. To your apartments, Princesses, 
aud prepare the scarlet buskins, and the embroidery which is dis- 
jilaycd on the cuffs and collars of the Omsar’s robe, indicative of his 
higdi rank. Jle must not be seen without them on tho morrow. — 
Ilcvereiul fatlicr, I remind you once more that the Osesar is in 3 "our 
pci’sonal custody from this moment until to-morrow at the same hour.” 

They parted ; tliel^lmpcror repairing to nut himself at the liead of 
his Varangian Guards — tlio Cajsar, under the super in tendejioc of the 
Patriarch, withdrawing info the interior of the Ijlacquernal Palace, 
where Nicephorus Prionnius was under the necessity of untlircad- 
ing the rude eve of rebellion,” and throwing such lights as were in 
his power upon the progress of the oonspirac^'. 

“ AgclasU^s,” he said, "‘Achilles Tatius, ami llereward the Varan- 
gian, w'cro the persons principally intrusted in its progrcs.s. But 
whether they had been all true to their engagemcnls, he did not pre- 
tend to be assured.” 

In tho female ajiartnienls, there wa.s a violent diseus.siou betwixt 
Anna Comnena and Inn* mother. The Princess had undergone dur- 
ing tho (lay many changes of seutimeiit and feeling; and tliongh 
they had finally iiuited themselves into one strong interest* in her 
husband’s favV)ur, yet no aijoncr was tlie fear of his punishment re- 
moved, than the sense of his ungrateful behaviour began to revive. 
Slio became sensible also th.at a woman of lier extraordinary attain- 
ments, who had been by a universal course of flattery disposed to eu- 
tertnin a very high opinion of her own consequence, made ratber a 
poor figure vvhen slu^ had been the passive subject of a long series of 
intrigiuis,*by whicli she was destined be di.sno.sed of in one way or 
the gtber, according to the humpur of ^ set of subordinate conspira-. 
tors, who never so much as dreamed of regarding her as a being 
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sapable Uf formingr a winli in her own hclialf, or even yieliling* or r.e- 
:usiu5f a consent. Her father’s authority over her, aijd ri;^ht to dis 
^)ose of her, was less questionable; but even then it Uas something’ 
JeK»gatory to tlie dignity of a Princess bom in the purple —an au- 
thoress besides, and giver of immortality — to be, without her own 
consent, thrown, as Jt were, at the head now of one suitor, now of 
another, however mean or dispisting, whose alliance could for the 
time benclifc tljo Kmperor. The consequence of these moody reflect 
Lions ’was, that Anna Comnena deeply toiled in spirit for the discovery 
of some means by which she might assert her sullied dignity, and 
various were tite expedients which she revolved. 


CITAPTEIl XXXIL 

But now the hand of fate ia on the curtain, 

Aud brings tbo scene to 

D(yn SebaHiap. 

Tns': gigantic tnunpofc of the Varangians sounded its k>iido:i(. mde 
of march, and the squadrons of tin* faithful guards, slu^iitlad in coia- 
plete mail, and enclosing in their centre the person (»f their IniiHn'ial 
li'iastor, set forth upon tlioir proees.-ion thiongh tlic strerts i-!' '' 
slautinoplo. The form of Alexius, glittering in s^hindid m-iinuir, 
seemed no unmeet central point for the forego of ah empire: and, 
wink* the citizens crow'ded in tlie train of Inni and ids escort, the re 
might be seen a visible difference between tliose vbo eanu* with tin.* 
premedituti'd intention of tu in id t, and the gTeninr piivl, who, like (ho 
inidlitinb' of every great city, thrust each oilier, and shout for rai»tui’o 
on aecouiit of any cause for which a crowd may }>e colleetial togeiber. 
The hope of the conspirators was lodged (diit'lly in the .Iminortai 
Guards, ’who woto levied ^ivincftmlly for the deiVncc of Ct>nsbuiti- 
iiople, partook of Iho general prtyudicefi of the citi/.-'^i", bad hcon 
parfcieuhii ly influenced by those in favour of Ursel, by whom, previous 
to bis imprisonment tiiey liad iheiuHelves been commanded The 
conspirators had iletermiued that those of this body wiio wore con- 
Bideredas most discontented, riioiikl early in the morning tak(' pos.- es- 
sion of the posts in the. lists most favourable for tiieir purpose of a.s- 
saulting the Emperor’s person. But, in spite of all clforts shoid- of 
actual violence, for which the time did not seem (^') bp come, they 
found (bemselves disappointed in lliia purpo.se, by parlies of the 
Varangian Guards planted wiih apparent careleSsiibss, but, in fad, 
■with iierfect skill 4or the iirevcntiou of their enterpri.se. »S<mic- 
wbat coidounded at perceiving that a design wUicii they eouhl not 
suppoBo to bo HUsjK:(d,cd, was, nevertheless, on every part controlled 
counter-chocked, the conspirators began to look for tlie lu’incipal 
persons of their own party, on whom they depended for orders in this 
emergency ; but neither the Caesar not' Agelaste.s was to be sten, 
whether in the lists or on tho military march from Ooustanlinoplc 
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niul tliaiiflrh Achilles Tatius rode in the latter assembly, yet if might 
he. cioarlj <)bservo<l that he was rather atteiidingMipoii the Profcojspa- 
thiiire, th.au assilmiu"' that iiidepeiulence as an olhcer which he loved 

■'.J 

lu matiucr, as the Emperor with ])is ^litteviu,4' hands ap- 
piouched the phalanx of 'Fanered and his followers, who were drawn 
up, it- will be rcmerribored, tipon a rising’ cape between tlie city and 
t!u' the main body of the Imperial procession defied ed in sorne 
degree from tlu^ straig'ht road in order to march past them without in- 
t(ji'rnptioii ; wliilo the Protospathairc and the Acolyte passed under 
ilie (‘seorf, of a band of Varangians, to bear the Emperor’s inquiries 
!<» Prince 'Fancred, concenung the purpose of his being there with 
ins baml 'Fhe short march was soon ])erforined — tlie large trumpet 
win’cli attenuij^the two ofHccrs sounded a parley, and 'J’aiicred him- 
svlP, r(‘niar]v}®t foi« that personal beauty which Tasso has ])referred 
to ajiy of the crusaders, except fliiialdo (FEste, the creature 0,1" his 
own ])()elic'd imagination, advanced to parley w'itli them. • 

‘'The I'/rnpeM’or of Greece,” said the Protospathairo *to Tancred, 

“ roquit’e.- th(' i*nnee of Otranto loshew, by the two high oineers wdio 
riuill ‘h'livcr liim tins message, wnth what purpose ho has returned, 
c(a>tiarv to In's oath, to the light side of these straits; assuring 
Pi mr(‘, 'Fullered at the same time, that uolhing will so mncli please 
th Minp'O o»\ MS to receive an answer not at variance willi his treaty 
V. lii: Mj' 1hiko <d‘ Ilouillon, and the oath W'hich wm,s taken by the 
lii'bies M‘d liieir siddiers; since that would enable the 
I'eepeioi', in eoiiforniliv to ids own wishes, by his kind reception of 
Prim e 'F'iuered and Ids troojq to show liow high is his estimation 
dignity of Mu* one, ami the bravery of both — We wait au 

. ■■ \er, 

I'lie tone of (lie. message bad nothing in it very alarming, and Its 
, ,!-:am'e co, t Ih liiee 1'auered very little troubic to answer. 'I’hc 
e,iti ’ lie 'uiid “of (lie Prince of (‘)tr:uilo appearing hero with fifty 
l.in <-s!, jj, t.lds c.ii'i' i. in wideb a combat is appointed betwixt JMiec- 
]d.!>iiis tlriein.iu eaiied {be ('Itesar, Idgh member tif tin's empire, 
a v\ ortb>*kuh.;l:t of gi»;il tame, the partner of ihe Pilgrims who 
taken the P’fo.s.', in their high vr>wto rcKCUe Pniesliim from the 
ii-.fuleU, The name of the said Knight is the redoubted Robert of 
ihuie it he, oiiieg therefore, all obligation, indispensable upon tlie 
1 ' .)iy Pilgrims tif the PVufaide, to send one chief of their mnnber, with 
\io^]y o!‘ incii-at-arm^u putbeient to .see, ns is usual, fair play between 
{ (le coml^alaids. ‘Flint sucli is ihoir intention, may be seen from llieir 
se!;-ling no more tiian fifty lances, with their furniture and follf^wiiigj 
Vviiere;*' it v/ould have co.st them no trouble to have detached ten ^ 
pTuci llic nuin’oer, had they nourished any purpO'«C‘ of interfering by 
f i.‘*' , v'.r <h 'inrhing the fair combat vvhieli is ab«<ll. to take place.- 
'f 11 * i (it ^'>uaii((», tbere.forc. and bis followers, will place tUem- 
1* es at (be disjiosal of the Imp'U’ial Court, and witness the nrocoed- 
i:v\A of the eomh'it, with the most ])0^ccfe conhdence that the rules 
</!‘fair battle will be punctually observed.” 

d lje two FpvM'ian officers trausmitted this reply to the Emperor, 
win* lieai d it with pleasure, and, immediately proceeding to act upon 
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the priiiteiple which he had laid down, of maintaining: peace, if pos- 
sible, with the crusaders, named Prince Tancred with the Protbs- 
pathairc as Field Marshals of -the lists, fully empowxircd, under the 
Ehiperor, to decide all the terms of the combat, and to have recourse 
to Alexius himself where there opinions disagreed. This was made 
known to the assistants, who were thus prepared for the entry into 
the lists of the Grecian olHcer and the Italian prince in full armour, 
while a proclamation announced to all the spectators their solemn 
office. The same annunciation commanded the assistants of every 
kind to clear a convenient part of the seats which surrounded the lists 
on one side, that it might servo for the accommodation of Prince 1'an- 
cred's followers. 

Achilles Tati us who w’as a heedful observer of all these passages, 
saw with alarm, tliat by the last collocation the armed Jiatins’wori^ 
interposed between the Immortal Guards and the di^Bfc tented citi- 
zens, which made it most probable that the conspiracy was discovenul, 
and that Alexius found he had a good right to reckon upon the assist' 
ance of Tano/cd and his forces in the task of sui)pressing it. 'J'liis 
added to he cold and caustic manner in which the J^lmperor com- 
municateU his commands to him, made the Acolyte of opinion, tlmt 
his best chance <)f escape from the danger in whicli lie was now 
placed, was, that the whole c*ons])iracy siiould fall to tlie ground, and 
that the day should ])ass without the least attcm])t to shake the throm^ 
of Alexius Oomiienus. Kven theji it continued higlily doubtful 
whether a despot, so wily and so suspicious as the Emi)eror, would 
think it sufficient to rest satisfied with tln‘ private knowledge of the 
undertaking, and its failure, with wliich he apjieared to bo possessed, 
without putting into exercise the how strings and tlie blinding-iroTis 
of the mutes of the interior. There was, however, little pussibi!' 
either of flight or of resistance. The least attempt to withdraw him- 
self from the neighbourhood of those faitliful followers of tl»e Em- 
peror, personal foes of his own, by whom he was gi-adindly and more 
closely surrounded, became each moment more perilons, and more 
certain to provoke a rupture, which it was he interest of the weake r 
party to delay, with whatever difiiculty. And while the s ddiers under 
Achilles’s immediate authority seemed still to treat him as their sii- 
pc’-ior ofllcer, and appeal to him for the word of command, it became 
more and more evident that the slightest degree of siis]>icion wliit li 
should bo excited, w’oulilbe the instant signal for his being pI.uhmI 
under arrest. With a trembling heart, therefore, and eyes dinmuMl 
by the powerful idea of soon parting with the light of da>, aiui all 
that it ilinde visible, the Acolyte saw himself eondeicmed to watch the 
turn of circumstancj^y)5byer whicli he could liavc no inhucnco, and to 
content himself w&^iting the result of a drama, in which his own 
life was concernedpipiougli the niece w^as played by otliers. Indeed, 
it seemed as if tltri^gli tile whole assembly some signal ^Y^ls wailed 
for, wliich no one wAs in readiness to give. 

Th(>i:|itliscon tented citizens au4 soldiers looked in vain for Agclastes 
and the Ca3sar.; and when they observed the condition of Acliille.s 
Tatiu«, it seemi^d such as rather to express doubt ami consternation, 
than to give encouragemeut to the hopes they had entcrtHined. 
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Many of tlic lower clashes, liowever, felt too secure in their own in- 
fa>nificaiice to fear the personal consequcMiees of a tumult, nitTl were 
desirous, therefore, to provoke the distiirbaiigc, which sceineil hush- 
iiiiif itself to slee^. 

A hoarse innnnur, which attained almost the importance of^n 
sliout, exclaimed,— “Justice, justice! — Ursel, Ursel !— The ri<>hts ot 
(ho Immortal Guards ! ” &c. At this the4nimpet of the Varauj^iaus 
awoke, and its tremendous tones were heard to peal loudly over the 
whole assembly, as the voice of its presiding deity. A dead silence 
prevailed in tlje mnltitude, and the voice of a herald announced, in 
the muric of Alexius Cornnenus, his sovereig’n will and pleasure. 

“ Citizens of the Roman Empire, your complaints, stirred up by 
factious men, have reached the ear of your Emperor ; you shall yuiir- 
selvesjjc witness to his power of gratifying* his people. At your re- 
(jiiest, and before your own sight, the visual ray wliich hath been 
(pienchcd sh® be re-illumiiiod — the mind wlmse efforts were re* 
slrioled to the imperfect supply of individual \vants shall he again 
<*xtcuded, if such is the owuer’a will, to the charge of an ample 
Tlu'ine or division of the Empire. Political jealousy, iifore hard to 
rec(*ive conviction than the blind to receive sigiit, shall ? ■ Id itself 
(’onciucrcd, by the Ihuperor’s paternal love of his pcoi)lc, and his 
desire to give them satisfaction. IJrsel. the daiiit»g of your wislics 
supposed to he long dead, or at least believed to exist in bliudeJ 
seclusion, is restored to you well in hoalth, clear iii cyesighf, and 
poshcssed of every faculty necessary to adorn the Emperor’s fa> our, 
or merit the afb‘cuon of the jmojde!” 

As tin* herald thus spoke, a figure, which had hltlimto stood 
shrmidcd holiiud some oflicers of the interior, now h(epp*e([ forth, 
find flingiugfrom him a dusky veil, in which ho was \vrap(, appeared 

i dazzling scarlet garnieut, of which the sleeves and buskins dis- 
played tlio.se ornameuts which expres.sed a rank nearly adjacent to 
tiuitof the Emperor liimsclf. lie held in his Inuid a silver truncheon, 
tlie badge of delegated command over the Immortal Guard.s, and,^ 
kneeling before the Emperor, presented it to hi.s hands, intimating 
a virtual resignation of tht command #hicb it implied. Tlu^ whole as- 
sembly were electrified at the appearance of a person long supposed 
cither dead, or by cruel means rendered incapable of public trust. 
Some recognised the man whose aiipearaiice ami features were : ot 
easily hn got, and gratulated liini upon his most unexpected return 
to the service of his country. Otlicrs stood suspended in amazement, 
not knowing whether to tru.st their eyes, while a few determined 
malcontents cagiuly pressed upon the assembly an allegation that 
the person presented as Ursel was only a counterfeit, and th(F whole 
a ti-ick of the Emperor. 

“ Spcjik to them, noble TJr.sol,^’ said the Elrapcror. “ Tell them, 
that if 1 liavc sinueil against thee, it has been becaiuic 1 was deceived,^ 
and that my disiiosition to make thee amends is ns ample as ever was 
mj purpose of doing thee wrong.’' 

“ Friends and countrymen,” said IJrscl, turning himself to the as- 
sembly, “ hi.s Imperial Majesty permits me to offer my assurance, that 
if inmny former pai’t of my life I have suffered at his hand, i^ more 

T 
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than wiped out l>y the of a moment so <i‘lorious ii>i this; ntvd 

that I«im well satisfied, from the present instant, t«i spend wind re- 
mains of my life in the service of the most ^fenerous and ))eiicficf.'nt 
of Hovorci^'-ns, or, willi^his permission, to bestow if* in preparin**; hv 
<i!..'^vo^ional exercises, for an infinite immortalily to he sfjcnt i]i the 
society of saints and iiu.i:-els. Whichever choice 1 shall make, I reckfc' 
that yon, my beloved counl^vnien, who havn renKunhered me so kimliy 
durin;;? years of darkness and caj)tivity, will not hiil to atiord mo the 
advantag-e of your prayers.” 

This sudden apparition of the lon^ lost Ursel had too much of 
that which elevates and surprises not to captivate the multitude, anil 
they sealed their reconciliation with three tremendoiis shouts, which 
are said to Jiave sljakeu the air, tliat birds, incapable of sustain in;*' 
themselves, sunk down exhausted out of their native dementi 
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*' Wii.it, leave tho combat out I ” e.vpJainiiccl tl>e kuiilit. 

Tea J or wo uniat icnouuoc the Stugyrite. 

Ko lurjifc a crowd the btace will ne’er contain/’ 

•“ Then build u new, or net it on a plain.” 

roi'R, 

The sounds of the < 4 TatnIatin,';>’ sltont had expanded over the di'"- 
tant shores of the iJosphorus hy mountain and forest, and died at 
length in the furihcst eciioe.s, when the people, in the silence which 
ensued, appoured to ask each otlier whut next i cene was about to 
adorn a pause ho rudeinii and a stage ho august, 'fin*, pause would 
probably have soon given place to some new ehimour, for a multitude, 
from whatever cause, assembled, seldom remains long silent, had iiot 
Si new signal from the Varangian trumpet given notice of a fresh 
purpose to solicit their attention. Tiie blast had sonndhing in it.s 
lone spirit-stirring and yet mdancholy, ]iu,rtakinj>- both of tiie ehar- 
acter of a ])oiiit of war, and of the doleful Koninls which might be* 
cho.son to announee an execution of peculiar solLminity. Its jjotes 
were high ami widely extended, and prolonged and long dwelt upon, 
as if the brazen clamour had been W’aked by something more tre- 
mendous than the lungs of mere mortals. 

The multitude appi’ared to acknowledg’clliesc awful sonudw, whi^ h 
were indeed such as habitually solicited their attention to imperial 
edicts <.:)f melancholy import, by which rebellioiMo w’ero announced, 
dooms of treason discharged, and other tidings ol' a great and nlleet- 
ing import intimated to the people of Constantinople. When the 
^trumpet had in itji turn ceased, with its thrilling mid chileful notes, 
to agitate the immense assembly, the voice of the herald again ad- 
dressed them. 

It announced in a. grave ai^d aflfecting strain, that it {sometimes 
chanced how the people Tailed in their duty ti> a sovereign, who was 
unto thiftm, as a father, and how it becfuno the paiui'ul duty oT the 
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])rince to use tlio rod of coiTCction rather tlian flic olive B(‘<*i4ro of 
mercy. 

‘•'Fortunafe/’ -loiitiniiod the herald, ‘^ifc is, \vhcii tlic anpreinc 
Deity, hnviii^j* taken on liiinself the preservation of a tlirone, i# 
beiiefieinnte and justice reaembliiiff his own, has also assumed the 
riio.-jt ])ainful task of his earthly delcg-ate, by ])inn“shinf>* those wlioin 
his unerring’ jiidg*mont acknowledg'cs as most guilty, and leaving to 
his substitute the more agreeable task of pardoning such of those as 
art has misled, and treacliery hath involved in its snares. 

»Such being the case, Greece and its accompanying ThemeSs are 
called upon to listen and learn that a villain, namely Agtdastos, who 
had insinuated himself into the favour of the I'hnperor, ]>y atfoct^i- 
tion of deep knowledg’e and severe virtue, had jorine^l a treacherous 
plan fof the murder of the Emperor Alexius ('oinnenus, and a revo- 
lution in the s|ite. This person, who, under j)n*t(mded wiMlom, hid 
(he doctrines of a iTeretic and the vii;os of a sei)snali>t, had 1‘ouiul 
proselytes to his doctrines even aimnpgtiie Emperor's lionsehold, and 
those persons who were most botnid to him, and tlown t# llui lower 
order, to excite tin*, last of whom' were disperseil a ntnltiUnle of 
forged rmnoiirs, similar to those concerning Urs(‘l's th'alhatid blind' 
ness, f»f wliich your ow’ii e\"€‘s iiave w'itiicssed the faFehood.’' 

The people, who had ItilluTto listened in silonee, tipou this appeal 
Inoke ibrili in a ehiinorous assent, 'I'liey had scarcely been again 
.'-ilent, ere the iron-voic(ul herald c<)ntinued his jtroclamation. 

Korah, J )a<haiJ, and Abiraiii/’ lie said, ‘‘had rnoia* justly, or 
more directly fallen under the doom of ati olfmided Deity, than tins 
villain, Agtdastt's. The steadfast cariii gaped to devour tho apest- 
,de sotis of Israel, hnt the termination of this wretched man',' cAtst- 
ence has been, Jts far as cati now be known, by the direct means of 
an evil spirit, wdtum his own arts Imd evoked (lie n})i)er air. Hy 
the spirit, as wmnld apiiear by the testimony of a noble lady, and 
other females, wlio w'itnessed the termiiiutlon^of InV. lite, Agelastes 
wa-i strangled, a fate w<‘Ii lieeoining his odiotis crimes. Siicli a 
death, even of a guilty man, must, in<foed, be nK>st i>ainful to the 
hnmaiio fetdings of tlie Emperor, because it involves snlfefing lic- 
yond this wmrld. Ifut the aw'ful catastroplie carries with it tltis conn 
fort, that it absolves the Emperor from the iiecossity of carrying any 
farther a vengeance whicli Heaven itself seems to have limited to 
Die exenifdaiy punishment of the principal conspirator. Some 
changes of ofhccs and situations shall he made, for the sakt' of safety 
.ind good •order ; but the secret who bad or who had not, been cuu- 
‘eriHsl in this awfu^ crime, shall sleep in the bosoms of the pcT-ons 
ihemselves impficated, since the Ennieror is determined to dismiss 
their offence from Jiis memory, as the effect of a transient delurtion. 
fjct all, therefore, w ho now hear me, whatever coiwcioiisness they 
nay possess of a knowledge of what wms tins day intended, return 
o their houses, assured that their owm thoughts will he their only 
mnishrnent. Let them rejoice that goodness has saved 

hem from the meditations of their own hearts, and, according to 
iff’ectiTig language of Scripture, — ‘ Let them repent and si'' -*d tnorc, 
cst a worse thing befall them.’” 
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Tllfe voice of the herald then ceased, and was apfaln answered h}’^ 
the sliouts of tlie audience, Tlicse were unanimous; for cirenm- ' 
stances contributed to convince the malcontent pff/ty that th(\y s’lof^u 
'‘J.t tile Soverci^-n'a mercy, and the edict that they lieard Jiavinir 
shown liis acquaintance with their ^ruilt, it lay at his nleasnrc to lei 
loose upon them tlie strcn<>’th of the Varangians, while, from th' 
terms on which it had pleased him to receive Tancred, it was jiro- 
bahle (hat the Apuleian forces were also at his disposal. 

The voices, therefore, of the bulky Stephanos, of llarpax the eon- 
turion, and other rebels, both of the camp and city, were the fir^t lo 
thunder forth their gratitude for the clemency of the Emperor, and 
their thanks to Heaven for his preservation. 

The aiulien<;e, reconciled to the thoughts of tlic discovered aivl 
frustrated conspiracy, began meantime, according to tlieir "custom, , 
to turn themselves to the consideration of the m#tor which liad 
more avowedly called them tigether, and private wliisjiers, swelling 
by degrees into munnurs, began to. express the dissatisfaction (if th- 
citi.zens ahbidng thus long assembled, without receiving any com- 
innnication respecting the announced purpose of their meeting’.' 

Alexius was not slow to perceive the tendemey of their thoughts : 
atul, mi a signal from his hand, the trumpets blew a point of war, iii 
sounds far more lively than those which had prefaced the Imiiiu ia! 
edict. “ JloixM’t, (loiint of Paris,” tlum said a herald, art thou here 
in thy place, or by knightly proxy, to answer tlu' ehallfuigc hrmiglit 
against tliec-' by his imperial Highness l^icephorus llrieiiniiis, Piesai 
of tliis empire ? ” 

'i'lie Ihnperor conceived himself to liave equally provided again ' 
the actual appearance at this call of either of the parties named, and 
had ])re])ared an exhibition of uiiollier kind, namely, (‘crtain engm;, 
lenuntod by wild animals, w'hich being now loosened, should do their 
pleasure with each other in the eyes of the assembly. His astonish- ' 
meiit and eonfusion, tlierefore, were great, when, as the last note of 
tljc proclamation died in the echo, Count Robert of Paris stood 
forth, armed cap-a-pie, liis^mailcd charger led behind liirn from 
within tlie curtaimnl enclosure, at one end of the list*,', as if read} to 
mount at the signal of the inarslial. * 

The alarm and the shame that were visible in every coimtenaiu e 
)icar tlie Imperial presence w’hcii no Caesar came forth in like fasliion- 
to confront the forinidahI(j Frank, were not of long duration. Hardly 
hiul the style and title of the Count of Paris been duly anuoiiiu’ed 
by tile lujralds, a-iul their second summons of liis antagouist uttered 
in d’ilc form, when a ])er8ot), dressed like onr. of the Varangian 
(Juards, sprung into tlie lists, and announced Jiimsc^jf as ready to do 
battle in the name and place of the Ctesar !Nic(iphorus Rrienuius, 
and for the ljpj>our of the cmpii’c. 

Alexius, >v|rii the utmost joy, beheld this unexpected assistance, 
and readily ga've his con.scnt to tlie hold soldier who stood thus for- 
ward in tlie hour of ntnjost jieed, to take upon himself the danger- 
lVrt^.ojflicc of cham](ion. He the more readily acquiesced, as, from 
the bii^ti'^id^ajipcarance of the soldier, and tbe gallant bearing he^ 
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lie liacl no doubt; of Ida individual person, and eou* 
fided 111 Ids valouj. But Prince Tancred interposed Ids opposition, 

“ Tlie lists,” he said, “ were only open to kiddits and nobles ; or. 
at any rate, luoa were not permitted to meet therein wlio were 
of some equality of birth and blood; nor could he remrdn a silent 
witness where the laws of chivalry were in such respects forgotten.” 

“ Let Count Robert of l*aris,” said the Varangian, ‘‘ look upon 
my countenance, and say whether he has not, by uroniiso, removed 
all objection to our contest which might he fouiufed upon an inequa- 
lity of condition, and lot liini be judge himself, whether, by nieeting 
me ill this held, lie will do more than comply with a compact which 
he has long since become hound by.” 

Count ]lobert, upon this appeal, advanced antk acknowledged, 
witliout furthj^* debate, that, noth withstanding their difference of 
rank, lie lieidTiiniself hound by his solemn word to give this valiant 
joldier a meeting in the field. That tie regretted, on account of tins 
gallant man’s eminent virtues, and the high services he had received 
at* his hands, that they should no^Y stand upon terms of^uch bloody 
arbitration ; hut since nothing w'as more common than that llie fate 
of war called on friends to meet each other in mortal combat, ho 
would not shrink from the engagement he had pledged himself to; 
nor did he think his quality in the sliglitcst aegree infringed or 
diminished, by meeting in battle a warrior so w'ell known and of 
siicli good account as Ilereward, the brave Varangian, lie added, 
that “he willingly admitted that the combat should take phi(;e on 
foot, and with tlie battle-axe, which was the ordinary weapon of the 
Varangian Guard.” 

Jlerew’ard had stood still, almost like a statue, while this diseour.'Be 
passed; but when the Count of Paris had made tliis speech, lie in* 
dined himself towards him with a graceful obeisance, and expressed 
himself lioiiourcd and gratified by the manly manner in wliicli the 
Count acquitted himself, according to his promise, with complete 
honour and fidelity. ^ . . 

“ Wliat 'we^are to do,” said Count Robert, with a sigh of n‘grcfc, 
Mhidi even Ins lone of buttle could not prevent, “let us do quickly; 
tlji) lieart may he affected, but the hand must do its duty.” 

Ilereward assimted, with the 'additional remark, “ Lot us tlicn lose 
no more time, wdiich is already flying fast.” And, grasping las axe^ 
he stood preiiared for combat. 

“I am ready,” said Count Robert of Paris, faking the same 
weapon from a Vjjraugiaii soldier, who stood by the lists, lio^iwere 
immediately upon the aleit, nor did further forms or circumstances 
put oil* the intended duel. 

The fir.'it blows were given and parried wu'tli great caution, and 
Prince 'Fancred and otiiers thouglit that on the pail of Count llohert 
the caution was much greater than usual ; but, in cqmhut as in food, 
the appetite increases with the exercise. Tlie fiercer pa.s.sions began,* 
as usual, to awaken with the clash cj( arms ami the souse of ileadly 
blows, some of nliicli were made with great fury on cither side, ami 
parried wdth coivdderable difficulty, and not so completely but v\hat 
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Wood flowed, on both tlieir parts. The Greeks looked with astonish* 
metit oil a single combat, such as they had seldc^i witnessed,* and 
held their breath as they belield the furious blows dealt by either 
^arrior» and cxpeeted with each stroke the annihilation of one or 
other of the condaitants- As yet their strength and agility seemed 
somewhat equally matched, although those who judged with more 
pretonaioii to knowledge, were of opinion, that Count Robert spared 
putting forth some jiart of the mihtary skill for which he was cele- 
nrated ; and the remark >vas generally made and allowed, that he 
had BUrreiulei ed a great advantage by not insisting upon his right to 
light upon horseback. On the other band, it was the general opinion 
tlnil the gallant Varangian omitted to take advantage of one or two 
0 ])por( unities aflbrded him by the heat of Count Robert’s tenipcM*, 
who obviously was incensed at the duration of the coiphat. 

Accident at length seemed a|jiOiit to decide what had been bitlierto 
an equal contCHt. Count Robert, making a feint on one side of hi:^- 
antagonist, struck him on the other, which was uncovered, with the 
edge of his Weapon, so that the Varangian reeled, and seemed in the 
act of falling to the earth. The usual sound made by sneetators at 
the sight t>f any painful or unplea.saiit circumstance, by tirawing the 
breath between tlie leetb, was suddenly heard to jiass through the 
assembly, while a female voice loud and eagerly exclaimed, — 
“ Count Robert of Taris!— forget not this day that thou ov/est a 
life to lloavcii and me.” The Count was in the act of again second- 
ing his blow, W'itb what eflect could hardly be judged, when this cry 
rcacliod his cars, and apparently took away his disposition for liirther 
combat. 

. “ I acknowledge the debt” be said, sinking his baitle*axc, and re- 
treating' two stops from his antagonist, who stood in astoiiisliment, 
scarcely recovered fr<»m the atumiing eflect of the. blow by which he 
was so n(’arly prostrated, lie sank^ the blade of bis baitlc-axe in 
imitation of ais antagonist, and seemed to ’wait in suspense what was 
to be the ne.\t process of tlie(,.coinbat. “1 acknowledge my debt,” 
said the valiant Count of Paris, “alike to Bertha of l?.vitaiii and to 
the Almighty, who has preserved me from the ci jnc of ungrateful 
bUxai-guiltiness. — You have seen the tight, gentlemen,” liirning to 
Tiinered and his chivalry, “ and can testify, on your honour, tlnit it 
has been maintained fairly on both sides, and without advantnge on 
cither. 1 presume my honourable antagonist has by this time satis- 
fled the desire which brought me under his challenge, and whicli 
certaivly laid no taste in it of personal or private, quarrel* On my 
part, 1 retain towuKls him sucli a sense of jiersom;?! obligation as 
would render mj^ continuing this combat, unlevss compelled to it by 
solf-defeuce, a slj^niefiil and sinful action.” 

Alexius gladly embraced the terms of truce, wdiich he was far 
from expecting/ and threw down his warder, in signal that the duel 
was ended. ’J ancred, though somewhat surprised, and perhaps even 
scandalised, that a private soldier of the Emperor’s guard should 
have so long resisted the utmost eflibrts of approved a kiijight, 
could not but own that the combat had been fought witli ])erfect 
la.irnes'si mid equality, and decided upon terms dishonourable to 
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neither parly. I’lie Count’s^ character being* well known and estiib- 
lishcd ainoii]|raf. the crusaders, they were compelled to believe that 
some motive or a most potent nature formed the principle Uj^n 
wliicli, very contrary to his g'cneral practice, lie had proposed a ces- 
sation of the combat before it was brougrht to a deadly, or at least 
to a deei.sive conclusion. The edict of the Emperor llie occa- 
sion, tlierefore, passed into a law, ackiiowledg-ed by the assent of the 
chiefs present, and especially affirmed and gratiilated by the shouts 
of the assembled spectators. 

But perhaps the most interesting figure in the assembly was that 
of the bold Varangian, arrived so suddenly at a promotion of mili- 
tary renown, which the extreme difficulty he had oxj)enenc?d in 
keeping his ground against Count Kobert had prevented him from 
anticipating, althoiigli Ids modesty had not diminished the indomi- 
ta]>I(‘ courage wirti which he maintained the contest. He stood 
in the middle of the lists, hk face ruddy with the exertion of the 
combat, and not less so from the modest conscionsne.ssj[>ropor to the 
])lainnos.s and simplicity of his character, which was disconcerted by 
finding himself the central point of the gaze of the multitude. 

“ S|)eak to me, my soldier,” said Alexius, strongly aliected by the 
gi aliiude which he felt was due to Hcreward upon so singular an 
(K'casion, “ R])eak to tluiie Emperor as his superior, for such thou art 
at this moment, and tell liim if there is any manner, even at the 
expense of lialf hivS kingdom, to atone for his own life saved, and, 
wlint is yet denrer, for the honour of his country, which thou hast so 
iminfnlly defended and prosei’ved?” 

“ My fjord,” answered Hcreward, ‘‘your Imperial Highness values 
my ])oor services over highly, and ought to attribute them to the 
noble Count of Paris, first, for his condescending to accept of 
nntagonist so mean in quality as myself ; and next, in gcncrousljt 
rclinquisiiing victory when ho" might liave achieved it by an addi-i- 
fional blow; for I here confess before your Majesty, my brethren, 
and the assembled Grecians, that ^ny power of protracting the 
eomhat was ended when the gallant Count, by his generosity, put a 
stop to it.” 

*• J)o not thyself that wrong, brave man,” said Count Robert; “for 
1 v<(W to our Lady of the BroKeii Lances that the combat was yet 
within th(^ undetermined doom of Providence, Avhen the pressure of 
my own feelings rendered me incapable of continuing* it, to the ne- 
c<‘’ssaryjiarin, perhaps to tlie mortal damage, of an antagonist to 
whom 1 owe so njpeh kindness. Choose, therefore, the recc^npeuse 
which the geiw-'rosity of thy Emperor offers in a manner so just and 
gratcfiil, and fear not lest mortal voice pronounces that reward 
uuim'rited Mdiich Robert of Paris shall avouch with his sword to 
have been gallantly won upon his own crest.” 

“ You are too gr(;at, my lord, and too noble,” answered the Anglo- 
Saxon, “ to be gainsaid by such as I am, and 1 must not awaken 
new sti ifi* between us by conte.sting the circumstances under which 
our combat so suddenly closed, nor would it bo wise or prudent in 
me nirtlier to contradict you. My noble Emperor generously offers 
m<‘ (ho ricjit of iiamiug* v/liut hecallsmyrecompon.se; hut let not 
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his pronerofeity be dispraified, aUhoug‘li ifc is from you, my lord, niid 
not from his Imperial Hig^hness, that I am to ask ii boon, to me tne 
direst to which my voice can give utterance.’’ ^ 

^'And that,” saicf the Count, “has reference to Bertha, the faith- 
ful attendant of my wife ? ” 

“Even so,” said Ilereward; “it is my proposal to request iny dis- 
charge from the Varangian Guard, and permission to share in your 
lord^iip’s ])ious and honourable vow for the recovery of Palestine, 
with liberty to fight under your honoured banner, and permission 
from time to time to recommend my love-suit to Bertha, the atten- 
dant of the Countess of Paris, and the hope tiiat it may find favour 
in the eyes of her noble lord and lad)'. I may thus finally hope to 
be restored to a o^ountry which I have never ceased to love over the 
rest of the world.” 

“ Thy service, noble soldier,” said the Count, “ shall be as ac- 
ceptable to me as that of a hot n earl; nor is there an opportunity 
of acquiring honour which I can shape for thee, to which, as it oc- 
curs, 1 will ubt gladly prefer thee. I will not boast of what iii(er(*st 
I have with the Iving of England, hut something 1 can do with him, 
and it shall he strained to the uttermost to settle tliee in thine own 
beloved native country.” 

The Emperor then spoke. “Bear witness, licavcn and earth, and 
you, my faitlrful subjects, and you, iny gallant allies ; above all, you, 
my bold and true Varangian Guard, that we would rather have *lo^t 
the brightest jewel from our Imperial crown, than have reliiainislnnl 
the service of this true and faithful Anglo-Saxon. But since go 
he must and will, it shall be my study to distinguish him by such 
marks of beneficence as may make it known through his future life 
that ho is the person to whom the Emperor Alexius Comnenus ac- 
knowTcdgcd a debt larger than hj« empire could discharge. Vou, 
niy Lord Taiicrcd, and your principal leader^;, will sup witli us this 
evening, and to-morrow resume vour honourable and religions pur- 
pose of pilgrimage. We trust both the combatants will also oblige' 
us by their presence. Trumpets, give the signal for dismission.” 

Tbe trumpets sounded accordingly, and the di^^erClit classes t)f 
speetalors, armed and unarmed, broke up into various parlies, or 
formed into their military ranks, for the purpose of their return to 
the city. 

The screams of women suddenly and strangely raised, was (lie 
first tiling that arrested the departure of the multitude, when tlio'-i* 
who glanced their eyCs hack, saw Sylvan, the great ourang^-outan/;', 
produce himself to their surprise and aStoipshment. 

women, and mai^®he men who wore present, unnecustoiin'd to 
the ghastly bade and |^gc appearance of aereature so extraordinat y, 
raised a yell of ten^i* so loud, that ifc discomposed the animal wlio 
was the occasion of its being raised. »Sylvan, in the course (d‘ (lie 
#ight, having p'seaped over the garden-wall of Agolastcs, and clam- 
bered over thg i’a’Topart of the dty, found no difiieulty in hiding him- 
self in the lists which W’ere in the act of being raised, having found 
a lurking-place in some dark corner under the scats of the s])cetiVtovs. 
From this hcw'as probably dislodged by the tumult of the dispersing 
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mtiliitiule, and had been compelled, llierefore, to make an appearance 
in public wheu^ie least desired it, not unlike tliat of the celebrated 
Puiicciuello, at the conclusion of his own drama, when ho enteraiin 
mortal strife with the foul fiend himself, a scene which scarcely ex- 
cites more terror among^ the juvenile audience, than did the unex- 
pected apparition of Sylvan amougf the snectators of the duel. iVjws 
were bent, and javelins pointed by the braver part of the soldiery, 
against an animal of an appearance so ambiguous, and whom his 
uncounnon size and grizzly look caused most who beheld liiin^to 
suppose cither the devil himself, or the appfirition of some fiendish 
deity of ancient days, whom the heathens worshiped. Bylvan hj\d so 
fill- improved such opportunities as had been afforded him, as to 
become sufficiently aware that the attitudes assdmcd by so many 
military men, inferred iinnicdiate danger to his person, from which 
he hastened to shelter himself by flying to the protection of Here- 
ward, 'with whom he had been in some degree familiarised. He 
seized him, accordingly, by the cloak, and, by the absurd and alarmed 
look of his fantastic features, and a certain wild and gibbering 
chatter, endeavoured to express his fear and to ask protection. 
Herevvard understood the terrified creature, and, turning to the 
Enipcror^s throne, said aloud, — “Poor frightened being, turn thy 
petition, and gestures, and tones, to a (quarter which, having to-day 
pardoned so many oifences which were wilfully and maliciously 
schemed, will not l)c, I am sure, obdurate to such as thou, in lliy 
half-reasoning capacity, may have been capable of committing.” 

'riio creature, as is the nature of its tribe, caught from lloreward 
liimself the mode of applying witli most effect his gestures and 
I>itiable suj)])lication, w hilo the Emperor, notwithstanding tlic serious 
scene wliich had just passed, could not help laiighing at the touch of 
comedy flung into it by this last incident. 

My trusty lloreward,” — he said aside, “fl will not again call 
him Edward if 1 can help it)-~thou art the reiuge of the distressed, 
whether it be man or beast, and notking that sues through ihy intm*- 
eohsion, w'hyc thou rcmaiiiest in our service, shall find its suppli- 
cation in vain. *1)0 thou, good Hereward,’" ibr the name was now 
pretty well established in hi# Imperial memory, “and such of tljy 
comiianions ns know the liabits of the creature, lead liirn b:ick to bis 
old quarters in the Blacqucrnal ; and that done, my friend, observe 
that we request tliy company, and that of tliy faithful mate Bertha, 
to parkikc supper at qur court, with our w ife and daughter, and Biicdi 
of our servants jiiid .allies as we shall request to share the saui# honour. 
Be assured Itiat while thou reraainest with us, there is no point of dig* 
nity which shall not be willingly paid to thee.— And do thou ap])roacbj 
Achilles Tatius, as much favoured by thine Emperpr as before this day 
dawned. What cliargcs are against thee have been only whispered 
in a friendly ear, wliich remembers them not, unless (which Heaven 
forefend !) their remembrance is renewed by fresh offences.” 

AcIiillTis Tatius bowed till the plfiine of his helmet mingled with 
lho*mane of his fiery horse, but held it wisest to forbear any answer 
in words, leaving his crime and bis pardon to stand upon tliose gene- 
ral terms in which the Emperor haji expressed them. 
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Once more tlie multiLtt(l<3 of all rankfl returned on their way to i/ic 
city, nor did any second interruption arrest their if, arch. Sylvan, 
acd.nipaniod by one or two Varangians, who led him in a sort ot 
captivity, took his way to tlie vaults of the Blacquernal, whk-li were 
.in fact his proper liahitation. 

Upon the road to the city^ llarpax, the notorious corporal of the 
Immortal Guards, hold a discourse with one or two of his own sol- 
di^s and of the citizens who had been members of the late con- 
spiracy. 

So said Stephanos, the prizc-fi^‘htcr, a fine affair we have made 
of suffer ourselves to be all anticipated and betrayed by a thick- 
skulled Varangian; every chance turning against us’ as they would 
against Corydoii, the shoernaker, if he w'cre to defy me to the circus. 
Ursel, whos'e death made so much work, turns out not to be dead 
after fill ; and what k worse, he '>ives not to our advantage. This 
fellow llcreward, who was yesterday no better than myself — What 
do I say ? — beiter ! — he was a great deal worse — an insignificant no- 
body in every r(*spect ! — is now crammed with honours, praises, and 
gifts, till he well-nigh returns what they have given him, and the 
Ciesar and flio Acolyte, our as.sociatca, liave lost the Kmperov’s love 
and ooiifulence, and if they are suffered to survive, it must he like 
the tsune domestic poultry, wnom we pamper with food one day, that 
upon tlio next their necks may bo twisted for spit or pot.^' 

** Htciihanos,” replied the centurion, “ thy form of body fits thee 
well for the Fahestra, but thy mind is not so acutely formed as to de- 
tect that Y/hich is real from that which is only probable, in the politi- 
cal, world, of which thou art noiv judging. Considering tlie risk in- 
curred by lending a man’s ear to a conspiracy, thou oughtesf. to 
reckon it a saving in every particular, where ho’ escapes with his life 
and character .sale. This lias been the case with Achilles Tatins, 
ami witii the Otesar. They Iiave remained also in their higli places 
of trust and power, and may be confident that the Emperor will 
liavdly dare to nmiove them at jf future period, since the ]>ossessiou 
of the full knowledge of their guilt has not emboltleped ^lim to do so. 
Their power, thus left with them, is in fact ours ; nor is there a cir- 
cumstance to be supposed, whicli cap' induce them to betray their 
confederates to the government. It is inucli more likely that tlu'y 
will remember tluMii with the probability of renewing, at a fitter time, 
the allimiec which binds them together. Cheer ii]) thy noble resolu- 
tion, llicreforc, my Frince of the Circu.s, and think that tln/a shalt 
Ktiill retUu that predominant infiueiice which the favourite.s of the 
ainpliitheatre are sure to possess over the citizens of Constantinople.” 

1 cannot tell,” answered Stephanos ; “ but it gnaws at my lieart 
like the worm that*dietU not, to see this beggarly foreigner betray 
the noblest blood in the land, not to mention the best athlete in the 
Fiiltcstra, and move off not only without punishment for his treachery, 
but with nruiso, honour, and preferment.” 

“ True, said Harpax ; “ but observe, my friend that does move 
off to purpose, lie leaves the land, quits the corps in wliieh lie mi^glit 
claim preferment and a few vain honours, being valued at what sucli 
trifles amount to. Hcrewnrd, in- the course of one or two days, shall 



uuiiiliux Ui’’ TAllLS. 


283 


b(> little bolter than a disbanded soldier, subaistiim’ by the poor bread 
which he can obtain as a follower of this beiygarly Count, or which 
he is rfiiher hmind to dispute with the infidef, h^ encountering’ jrith 
liis hatlic-axe the Turkish sabres. VV^imt will it avail him amidst 
tlie disasters, the slawgJiter, and the famine of Palestine, th^he once 
upon a time was admitted to supper with the Emperor ? We know 
A lexiiis Conineniis-^hc is willing to discharge, at the highest cost, such 
obligations as are incurred to rneu like this Hereward ; and, believe 
me, I think tliat I see t he wily despot shrug his shoulders in aerision, 
when one morning' he is saluted with the news of a battle in Pales- 
tine lost by the crusaders, in wliich his old acquaintance has /alien 
ibd(‘a(l man. I will not insult thee, by telling thee how easy it might 
he to acquire the favour of a gentlewoman in waiting upon a lady of 
quality : nor do i tliink ii would be difficult, should that be the object 
of tin* prize-lighter, to acquire the jiroperty of a large baboon like 
►Sylvan, whi(‘,h no doubt weuld set up as a juggler any Frank who 
had meanness of si)iril to propose to gain his &ead iiwsucli a capa- 
city, from the alms of the starving chivalry of Europe. But he wlio 
can stoop to envy the lot of such a person, ought not to he one whose 
chief })ersonal distinctions are sufneient to place him lirst in rank 
over all the favourites of the amphitheatre.” 

Tiiere was something iu tins sopliistical kind of reasoning, which' 
was hut half satisfactory to the obtuse intellect of tlie prize-figliter, 
to wljom it was addressed, although the only answer which h^ at- 
tempted was couched in this observation : — 

Ay, ]>ul, noble Oenlurioii, you forget that, besides empty honours*, 
this Varsvngian Jlerewjird, or Edward, whichever is his name, is pro- 
mised a mighty don{^tive of gold.” 

INlarry, you loueli me there,” said the centurion ; and when you 
tell me tlnit the promise is fulfilled, I will willingly agree that the 
Anglo-Saxon liath gained something to be envied for ; but while it 
remains in the shape of a naked promise, you shall pardon mo, my 
W(n‘(hy Stepljaiios, if J hold it or 119 more account tlian the mere 
]>}ed!.!:<*s whi^h are distributed among ourselves as well as to the 
Var.ingians, proaaising upon future occasions mints of money, which 
,vr are litixdy to receive at the^.same time with the last year’s snow. 
K<'<*p up your lufart, therefore, noble Stephanos, and believe not that 
your athiirs are woi'se for the miscarriage of tins day ; and lot not 
thy gallant courage sink, hut, remembering those principles upon 
wliicli 14 was calbnl into nciion, believe that tliy objects are not the 
It ^s sccui-e because fate has removed their acqiiisition to a n^Lwe dis- 
lant day.” 'Vht^ veteran and unbending conspirator, Ilarpax, thus 
strengl honed for some future renewal of tlieir enterprise the failing 
vpirits of (Stephanos. , 

Aff(‘r this, such leaders as were included in the invitation given 
by the Emperor, repaired to tlic evening meal, aiiddVom the general 
content and comi^laisance expressed by Alexius and his guests of 
every des<.*i'ii)tion, it could little hafe been vSuj>posed that the day 
just nassed over was one which had infeiTcd a purpose so dangerous 
and treacherous. ^ 

Ihe al>seiiicc of the Countess lirenliilda, during this eventful day, 
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created no small surpidse to the Emperor and those in his iminecliii^o 
confidence, who knew her cnierprising spirit, and the interest 

have feJt in the issue of tJje combat. Bertha had'made an eai ly 
communication to the Count, that his lady, ajritated with the nuiny 
anxieties of the few preceding* days, was unable to leave lier aparl- 
ment. 'Mic ^ valiant knight, therefore, lost no time in aecpiainting 
his faithful Countess of Jiis safety; and afterwards joining th(»se who 
partook of tlie banquet at the palace, lie bore liimself as if the least 
recollection did not remain on his mind of the perfidious conduct of 
the Emperor at the conclusion of tlie last entertainment, lie knew, 
in truth, that the knights of Prince Tancred not only inaintaiucil a 
stricrwatch round the house where Breuhilda remained, hut ahi^) 
that they preserved a severe ward in the neighbourhood of the Blue- 
quernal, as well for the safety of their heroic leader, as for tliat of 
Count llobert, the respected companion of tlieir military pilgi iinage. 

It was the general principle of the European chivalry, that distrust 
was rarely permitted to survive open quarrels, and that wliatever 
was forgiven, was dismissed from their recollection, as unlikely to 
recur; but on the present occasion there was a more than usual u.v 
fiemblage of troops, wdiicli the occurrences of the day had drawn togo* 
thcr, so tliat the crusaders were called upon to be particularly w^utchl'nl. 

It may be believed that the evening passed over without any at- 
lonipt to renew the ceremonial in the council-cliainber of the Lions, 
whifjh bad been upon a former occasion terminated in such misunder- 
staiuling. Indeed it would have been lucky if the c‘X])huiation 1 k‘- 
tweeu the mighty Emperor of Greece and the chivalrous kniglit of 
Paris liad taken jdace earlier; for reflection on what had passed, 
luul convinced the Emperor that the Pranks were not a people to be 
imposed ujam by pieces of clockwork, and similar trifles, and that 
what they did not underslaiul, yvas sure, instead of procuring tlieir 
awe or admiration, to excite tlieir anger and deflance. Nor hail it 
altogether escaped Count Robert, that the manners of the l^histei ii 
people were upon a ditierent sq^le from those to which he had been 
accustomed ; that they neither were so deeply affected by tlie sjiirit 
of chivalry, nor, in bis own language, was the wor^iip’of the Ijady 
of tlie Broken Lances so congenial a subject of adoration. This not- 
withstanding, Count Robert observed, that Alexius Conmenus was 
a wise and politic prince; his wisdom perhaps too much allied to 
cunning, but yet aiding him to maintain with great address that em- 
pire over the minds of bis subjecLs, which was necossmy for llu ir 
good, t^pd for maintaining his own authority, lie tlierefoVeVcsolveil 
to receive \yith equanimity w'liatevcr should be olfdfed by the Emjie- 
ror, either in civility or in the way of jest, and not again to distiii b 
an understanding wliich might be of advantage to Ohristendom, by 
a quarrel founded* upon misconception of terms or misapprehension 
of manners. ' To. thi.s prudent resolution the Count of Paris adhered 
during the whole evening ; with some difficulty, however, since it was 
soniewhat inconsistent witli liL own flery and inquisitive temiicr, 
which was equally desirous to know* the precise amount of >\liat(W\‘r 
was addressed to him, and to take umbrage at it, should it appdtir in 
thg least degree oflensive, whether so intended or not. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

It was not until after the conquest of Jerusalem that Count Ro- 
ht rl of Paris returned to Constantinople, and with Ids wife, and 
such proportion of his followers as the sword and ])estilence had left 
uftor that bloody warfare, resumed his course to his native kingdom. 
Upon reaching Italy, the first care of the noble Count and Countess 
■was to celebrate in princely style the marriage of Hereward and Jjis 
faithful Bertha, who had added to their other claims upon their mas- 
ter and inistvoss, those acquired by llcreward’s faithful services in 
Palestine, and no less by Bertha’s affectionate ministry to her lady in 
Constantino])le. 

As to the fate of Alexius Comiicnus, it may he rend at large in ilio 
liihtory of his daughter Anna, yvh% lias rei)resented him as the Iiero 
of many a victory, achieved, says the pur])lc-born, in the third chapter 
and fifteenth book of her liistory, sometimes by his grins and some- 
times by his prudence. “ His boldness alone lias gained some battles, 
at other times his success has been won by stratagem. He has erect- 
ed the most illustrious of his trophies by coufrouting danger, by 
combating like a simple soldier, and tlirowing himself barcheadeu 
into chc thickest of the foe. But there are others,” continues the 
acci)mj)lishcd lady, “which lie gained an opportunity of erecting bv 
assuming the appearance of terror and even of reti’eat. In a word, 
be knew alike how to triumph cither in flight or in pursuit, fnid re- 
inaiiK'd upright even before those enemies uho appeared to have 
struck him down; resembling the military implement termed the 
callhrop, whicli remains always upright in whatever direction it is 
thrown on the ground.” 

It would he unjust to deprive the Princess of the defence she her- 
self makes against the obvious charge of partiality. 

“ 1 must still once more repel the reproach which some bring 
against me, as if my history was composed merely according to tho 
dictates of* the natural loVe for parents which is engraven in tho 
liearts of chilifren. Ju truth, it is not the effect of that affection 
which J bc.ar to mine, hut itds the evidence of matter of fact, which 
obliges me to speak as I liave done. Is it not possible that one can 
liave at the same time an affection for the memory of a father and 
for truth? For myself, I have never directed my attempt to write 
liistoi% otherwise than for the ascertainment of the matter of fact. 
With this purp(ise, 1 Ii.ave taken for my subject the history cf a worthy 
man. Is it*jiist, that, by the single accident of his being the autlioi* 
of my birth, bis quality of my father ouglit to form a prejudice against 
me, whieli ’would ruin my credit with my readers? 1 have given, 
upon other occasions, proofs sufficiently strong of the ardour which 
1 had for the defence of my father’s interests, whicli those that know 
me can never doubt ; but, on the present, I liave been limited by the 
inviolable fidelity with which I rcsffect the truth, which I should have, 
feit conscience to have veiled, under pretence of serving tho renown 
of ray father /’ — A kxiadj chap, iii., book xv. 
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Tim vuicli wo have deemed it our duty to quofo, in juf^tice to tlje 
fair liistorian ; we will extract also her descri])tiori of tlio finipc'roKs 
death, and are not unwilling to allow, that the diar/ieA'r assi;j;’iH*(I n) 
tlui Princess by our own Gibbon, has in it a ^rcat uoal of fairncH^; 
aim of truth. 

hJotwithstanding* her repeated protestsof sacrificiii;Li' imUkm' to tla- 
exact and absolute truth than to the memory of lieu* di'ceasiai parent, 
Gibbon remarks truly, that “instead of tlie simplicity of style and 
narrative which wins a belief, an elaborate affectation of rhetoric 
and science betrays in every page the vanity of a female author. 
The g*enuine character of Alexius is lost in a vag'uo constellation of 
virtues ; and the perpetual strain of panegyric and apology uwakens 
our jealousy to question the veracity of the historian, and the merit 
of the hero. We ?jannot, however, refuse her judicious and import - 
ant remark, that tlie disorders of the times were the misfortune and 
the ^lory of Alexius; and that ^very calamity which can afflict a 
declining empire was accumulated on his reign by tlie justice of 
Heaven , and ,thc vices of his predecessors/' — Gijibon’s Houitni 
Emipre, vol. ix., p. 83, footnote. 

The I’riuoGss accordingly feels the utmost assurance, <hat a mini- 
ber of signs which appeared in heaven and on earth, were interpreted 
by the soothsayers of the day as foreboding the death of the Kmpe- 
ror. By these means, Anna Comnena assigned to lier fatluM’ those 
indications of consequence, which ancient historians represent aa 
necessary intimations of the sympathy of nature with IIks rtunoval 
of grVat characters from the world ; but she fails not t(> inform tlio 
Christian reader that her father's belief attached to noii(‘ of ( hese prog- 
nostics, and that even on the following remarkable oocusit'u he main- 
tained his incredulity: — A splendid stalue, supposed geiu'rally to be 
a relic of paganism, holding in its hand a golden sceptre, and stand- 
ing upon a base of porphyry, was overturned by a tempest, and was 
generally believed to be an intimation of the death of the Emperor. 
This, however, he generously repelled. Phidias,he said, and other grea,t 
sculptorH of antiquity, bad the tfrient of imitating the linmaii frame 
with surprising accuracy ; but to suppose that the poweTW>f for<d('ll- 
ing future events was reposed in these ma«terpi(‘cCri of art. \Vi)nld 
be to ascribe to their maker.s the faculties reserved by the Deity i'ov 
himself, when he says “ It is I who kill and make alive." 1 )iiring liis 
latter days, the Emperor was greatly afflicted with tlie gout, llic 
nature ot whicli has exercised the wit of many per.‘<on.s of scienci^ as 
well as of Anna Comnena. The poor patient was so miuli ex- 
hausted, ^Jiat when the Empress w'as talking of mott eloipn^nt per- 
sons who should assist in the composition of his Instory, he saitl, with 
a natural contempt of such vanities, ‘‘ The passages cif my imhaj>[)y 
life call rather for tears and lamentation tlian for the praisi\s you 
Speak of." * 

A species of aatlnna having come to the assistance of the gout, the 
remedies of the physicians became as vain as the intercession of the 
monks and clergy, as well as the^ aJma which were indiseriininately 
lavished. Two or three deep successive swoons gave ominous warn- 
ing of the approaching blow; and at length was terminated the 
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reiftTi and life of Alexius Corancuiis, a prince who, witli all the faults 
which may be imputed fo him, ftlill possesses a real ri^ht. n-om tli0 
parity* of ‘his irciieral intentions, t6 be accounted one of the best 
soveno’ijiis of tile Lower Empire. 

For some time, the historian forgot her pride of literary rank, 
like an oidimiry ]K‘rson, burst into tears and shrieks, lore her liair, 
and defaced her countenance, while the Empress Irene east from Jier 
her princ(dy habits, cut off her hair, changed her lUirpIo bi^kins for 
black mourning shoes, and her daugliter Mary, who had fierself been 
a widow, took a black robe fnmi one of her own wardrobes, and ])rC' 
seuted it to her mother. Even in the moment when she put it on,” 
says Anna Comnena, the Emperor gave up the ghost, ainl in that 
moment the sun of my life set.” 

We shall not pursue lier lamentations fartlier. {^lie upbraids her- 
self that, after the death of her father, that light of the world, sIio 
had also survived Irene, the delight alike of the cast and of the w'esl, 
and survived her hiisbaiul also. am imligtiani,” she said, “ that 
my soul, suffering umler such torrents of inisfortune, should still 
deign to animate my body. Have I not,” said she, ** Ik^mi more Iiard 
and unfeeling than tli(‘ rocks themselves ; and is it not just that one, 
who could survive such a. father and mother, and sueli a liusband, 
should be subjected to the influence of so much calamity ? J^ut let 
mo finish this liistory, rather than any longer fatigue my readers 
with my unavailing nucl tragical lamciiiation.” 

Having thus concluded her history, she adds the following two 
lines : — 

“ 'riio U'.'irncd Comnena lays her pen aside, 

What tinio Iiei* subject and her feiJicr dieJ.” > 

Th(\S(i qnolaiioiia will jwobably give the reader^ as muelz as they 
wish to know of tlie real characl(‘r of this rmperiiil iiistorinn. I VwTV 
ws)rds will suffice to dispose of the other parties who have liceii 
selecicd from her pages, as persons in tlie foregoing drama. 

There is very little doubt that the Count Ilobert of Paris, wljose 
audacity in seating himself upon theithrone of the Enipei’or gives a 
I)eculiar inte];cst to his character, was in fact a person of tlui liighest 
rai»k; being no wtlier, as has been conjectured by the learmal Du 
Cange, tiian an ancestor of th|^ house of Bourbon, which has so long* 
given kings to France, He w'as a successor, it lias been conceived, 
of the Counts of Paris, by whom the city was valiantly def'endeil 
against the Normans, and an ancestor of Hugh Capet. There are 
several hypotlieses upon this subject, deriving the w^ell-knowu Hugh 
Capet, first, from* ^the family of 8axony; secondly, from St #!\rnoul, 
afterwwds Binhop of Altcx; third, from Nibilong; fourth, from the 
Duke of Bavaria; and, fifth, from a natural son of the blmperor 
Charlemagne. Variously placed, hut in each of these, contested 
pedigrees, apiiears this Robert suriiamed tiie iStroiig, wdio was Count , 
of that divstnet of which Paris was the capital, most peculiarly styled 
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tlie CoTj^nty, or Isle of France. Anna Comnena, who has rccordeil 
.the bold usurpation of the ErnperoFs scat by this haughty ch’eftaiii, 
J)ab also acquainted us with his receiving a severe, if not a mortal 
wound, at tlie battle of Dorvlseum, owing to his iiegL'cting the war- 
lilftj instructions with which her father had favoured him on the 
subject of tlie Turkish wars. The antiquary who is disposed to 
investigate this subject, may consult the late Lord Asliburnham’s 
elaborate Genealogy of the Iloyal House of France; also a nolo of 
I)u Cange's on the Princess’s history, p. 362, arguing for the identity 
of her “ Kohert of Paris, a haughty barbarian,” with the “ Itobert 
called the Strong,” mentioned as an ancestor of Hugh Ca]K‘t. Gib- 
bon, vol. xi.;n. 52, may also be consulted. 'J’he French antiquary 
andd-he English historian seem alike disposed to find the church, 
called in the that of the Lady of the Broken Lances, in that 
dedicated to .St lirusas, or Drosin of Soissous, who was supposed to 
have peculiar inlliiencc on the issue of combats, and to be in the 
habit of determining them in favour of such champions as siient the 
night prcc(‘ding- at his shrine. 

In cousidelution of the sex of one of the parties concerned, the 
author has selected our Lady of tlie Broken Lances as a more ajipro- 
priatc imtroness than <St Hriisas himself, for the Amazons, wdio \Ncre 
not uncommon in that age. Oaita, for example, the wife of Bobca-t 
Guiscard, a redoubted hero, and the parent of a most heroic race of 
sons, was herself an Amazon, fought in the foremost ranks of the 
Kormans, and is repeatedly commemorated by our Imiicrial hisloi i.iu. 
Aikia Comnena. 

The reader can easily conceive to himself that Ilohert of Paris 
distiiiguifthcd himself among his brethren -at -arms and fellow- 
crlisadcrs. His fame resonmicu from the walls of Antioch; but, at 
the battle of Dorylseum, he was so desperately wounded, as to be 
disabled from taking a part in the grandest .scene of the expedition. 
His heroic Countess, however, enjoyed the great siitistaction of 
iiiounting the walls of Jerusalem, and in so far disclmrging her own 
vows and those of her liusband. This w^as the more fi>rtunaie, as the 
scntmice of the phvscians pronounced that the wounds of .tlie Count 
had been iiiliicted by a poisoned weapon, aiul that complete recovery 
was only to be hoped for by having recourse to liis^iativc air. AfUu* 
some time spent in the vain hope of averting by patience this iin^ 
pleasant alternative, Count Robert subjected himself to necessity, or 
what was represented as such, and, with his wife and the faithful 
Hereward, and idl others of his followers who had been like himself 
disabled from combat, took the way to Europe by sea. 

A li^it galley, i>rocured at a liigli rate, conduc^-cd them safely to 
Venice, and from that then glorious city, the modci’Ate portion of 
spoil w’hioh had falleu to the Count’s share among the comjuerors of 
l^ilestine, served convey them to his own dominions, which, more 
fortunate than those of most of his fellow-pilgrims, had been left 
uninjured by theiir neighbours during the time of their proprietor’s 
absence on the Crusade. The report that the Count had lost his 
liealth, and the power of continuing his homage to the Jiinly of the 
Broken Lances, brought upon him the hostilities of one or two^am- 
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envious nei-'liboiir3, wliosc covetou.uioss was, lio\seY(‘r^ 
surtieiciitly repi'e.^.socl by tlic brave resistance of the Cuiinle ^ aiul th0 
ri-si.lr.le ilorcN^fivd. Loss ilnin a twelvemonth was roquired-lt)( 
restore tlio Ooiint of Paris to liis full health, and to rciuhu* him; a9 
formerly, the assured j)rotccior of his own vassals, and tin* subjLCt 
in whom the ])qssessors of the French throne reposed the ntino:^t 
conjidem^e. 'fliis latter capacity enabled Count Robert lt> tr^clier^ro 
his d<‘bt towards llereward in a manner as am])le ns he could liavG' 
}ioj>ed or exj)eeted. Ikdng now respected alike for his wisdom and 
iiis sa^iacity, as inncli as he always was for his iiitrepidily and liL 
oliaracter as a successful crusader, he was repeatedly employed by 
the Court of Franco in settling’ the 4,roiiblesome and intriea:(‘ affairii 
in whieb tlie Norman possessions of the English ciifwn involvi d the 
rival nation e William llnfus was not insensibki to liis merit, nor 
blind to tlie importance of rvainiu!^ his /rotxl-will ; and tindin,':!f out 
In's anxiety that llereward should Ido restored to the laud of his 
fathers, he l(a)k, or made an opportunity, by the forfeiture «)f some 
i‘cbe]li(iiis noble, of conferiin^]^ upon our Varaiyi^ian a larq’e dis- 
trict adjacent to the Now Forest, beinpf part of the seen<>s which his 
f.iilier ehiedy frequented, and where it is said the descendants of the 
valiant squire and his Bertha have subsisted for many a louju’ year, 
ui viviug' turns of time and chance, which arc in general fatal to the 
cwTimiunco of more distinguished families. 
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Ifote A, p. 4. IJoiHSMOND.* 

IJoHKMoNiJ, fon of Hobm t Oiii««ird, tlie*Norman conqueror of Apulfa. f‘ivl#hri(1i^ 
i -id Sicily, was, at fho time when the first cnwatle be^an. Count of Tarentbrn. 
TUoukU far advatjced in life, lie eagerly joined tfie expedition nf tli’* TaitiiiS) and 
' oc i*nnro of Antioch, details of liis adventures, de.ath, and extraoulinnt^ 

•ructer, s-ue (libbon, chap, llx., and Aidls* History of the Crusades, vol. i. 

Note B, p. 7. CONSTANTI.VOPLM. 

lio Inipressiou which the imperial city was calcuUited to make on such visitori ii$ 
Crufludera of tho Wcfet, is given by the ancient French chronicler, Villohnrtloulii, 
> ’ /as present at tlie capture of a.d, 1303. “When we had come,” he says, *♦ withink 
*i liMgiies to a certniti Abbey, thon wo could phiinly survey Constantinople. Tbtrsi 
hips and tho galleys came to anchor; and much did they who hud never l>e<*n 
-ter ijiyfore gaZie upon the city. That such a city couKl be in the world they had 
ji conceivo(}, and they were nover weary of staring at the high walls and tcueis with 
‘h It WHS eiituelv encompassed, Tl:erich palaces and lofty churcinja, of wluch theM 
e so many that no one could have believed it, if lie had not seen with his own eye| 
\t city, the Queoii of all cities. And know there was not so hold a lii'art lliutc, that 
1 iLd nut foci sunie terror at the strength of Constantinople.”— Chap. fid. 

Vgain.-— “ Ami now many of those of the host went to see (.Jonstantinoplo witkiii, 
■ d tlio rich palacfs and stately churches, of which it possessea so many, and the riches 
I the plat e, which arc Mich as no other city ever equalled. I need nor. spe tk of tlM 
< .ictuaries, which are ai many U8 are in all'tbe world beside.”— Chap. I(t0. 

Note C, p. 10. VAHAtVOIANS. 

\''inehnriiouin, in Jli.i3cribing the siege of Constantinople, a.d. 1203, .sayi*, **Li rmure 
milt garnts d'Anglois eb de Banoi^lience the dissertation of Hucange hero quoted^ 
:i I several articles besides in his GW>ssaiiuiii, as Varangi, Waresgangi, dtc. Ttra 
Hf^ niolugy of the name is left uncertain, though the Gorman fnrt-gangcr, i. c., for^ 
gour, wninderer, m7c, seems the most probable. Tho term occurs iu various Itaimpl 
and Hicilinn documents, anterior to tho establishment of the Varangian Gnnrd^^ 
Constanthioide, and collected by Muratori : as, fur instance, in an edict of oneof tjRi 
Lomban^kiugs, “ Oiunes AVarengangi, qui do c.vtoris finibus in regui na^Ui finth^ 
advent'rint, MA]ue su\^$cuto potestatis nostrm snbdiderint, legibus noatris 4>ong0lMUI^ 
donim vivere del«.*ant,”— and in another, “ De Warengaugls, nobilibus, mcdiocnbus, ei 
rusticis hominibus, qui usquo nunc in terrfi vestiA I'ugiti sunt, habcati.s eos.”— .IfanH* 
tori, vi)I. ii., p, 2fil. 

tWth regard to tlie origin of the Varangian Guard, the most distinct tostimotqp 
i.3 that of Order icus Vittalis, who says, “When therefore the English had lost thkkr 
liberty, they turned IhemHcIves with zeal to discover the means of throwing off th^n 
nnaccn.‘?toined yoke. .Some fled to Soeno, King of the Danos, to excite him to the 
recovery of the inheritance of his grandfatlier, Canute. Not afew fled Into exile in other 
regions, eitlier from tho mere desire of escaping from under the Norman nile, or in the 
bou<^f acquiring wealth, and so being one day iu a condition to renew the struggle 
:it hdfne. Sonie of these^ in the bloom of youtli, penetrated into a far distant land, and 
uttered themselves to the military service of the CoDStimtiDopoUiiiii Eniperor — that 
wise prince, against whom Robert Guiscard, .X>uh9 of had then raised niriiis 
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t <^L 0 Tl><* Ki)*?ll«h exiles were fav«)U!*ahly received, and opposed in battle to‘4?ie Kor 

,n^, to) wlioi^p, enmniler theOroeka thcmselv " were too weak. Aloxms bf^nn to 
linnd a to u) for the ling'liBh, a little above C’oml*ntinoplo, .at a pUce called C'Ae/, /. \ 
btit (lie Uonble of theNovniaua from Sicily etlll mcreasinfi;-, he soou recalled tie n. in 
'%li« ci|j>iUl , iUd iptnistcd the principal palace with all its treasures to their kecjnjitr, 
t^his wue tbo molhod in which the Ssixon-Engiisli found tlicir way t<y Ionia, wlieio 
Jl^icy still remain, highly valued by the Emperor and tho people.”— Hook iv., i>. hos. 

Ifote 1), p. t)7. Kino OK Francu. 

pneango pours out a whole ocean of aullioritics to show that the King of France 
vh those days styled Jiex, by way of eminence. Sec hh notes on the Alc\jjul. Am .i 
OomiKPa in her liistory makes Hugh of Vcmiandois ii«!8unie t-> hiinsf lf the titles wlii< b 
fOlild onlv In ttic most entlmaiastic Frcnchinau’s opinion, have been claimed h> int 
l^der bi other, the reigning tuonarch. 


^ 0 Note 12, p. 00. Kabaruri. 

Pucanpr( nihsh.ilf a column pf his huge page with the incio iirunes of the autl-ors who 
^ve wiitten at length ou the Lahai'nni, or principal staruhud of th.> euipiro for ti).‘ 
fftet of Constantine. It consisted of n speiCc of silver, or plated vvitli iliat nn tal, ha v ini; 
ilUfipjCnded from. a cross beam below the s^toke a small square silken banner, adornc l 
with portraits of the reigning family, and over these the famcua mono'.; ram wlmh tx- 
p^esflda at onco the figuro of the cuoss and tho initial letters of the niitrrtiof Flirist. 'J'he 
odaret of the Luhrinm was an ofiicorof high rank down to the lost days of the lly/nn - 
lltae goveranaent.— See Gibbon, chap. tiO. 

X)ucange seems to have proved, fiuin the evidence of coins and Uiiimphal jiionii* 
lAents, tlui a standard of tho form of the Lnhurinnsvm used by vari 'v.-’ baihaio 
jiationsloug before it was adopted by their Roman conquerors, and he h of oinuion 
ilavt its name also was borrowed from either Teutonic Germany, or f Vltie Gaul, or H( 1 1 
Vdni< Illyn ». It is certain that eifclior Uie German language or the V/ebh rn.ty afl <' 
Kt tlws day a perfectly sntiafactory etymon ; Lap-hM in the formoi, iiml m 

the If ei » having prcelaoly tho same meaning— //>#■ doth of the hn.ft. 

The form of the Labaoiini may still be recognwed in the bahner.s earned in ece’-'s:;!'' 
Real pi occasions in all Roman (.latliolic countries. 


Note F, p. 07. G.mta. 

This Annzon make.** a conspicuouH figure in Anna Comm mi’s jircoimt of Ijcr ' it >') 
SBunpalgns igainst Robert Guiscard. On ouo occasion (Ah'xiiid, lib. iv., p .o.'q k 
vcpioscuts her us thu» recalling the fugHaye ' soldiery of her husbiind to thou* doty, 
Je 76 FttiTa riaXAnv aWr/^ teat ^7} ABrj^Vi avrwy jacyiaryfy affteia 
^toyrjy, ^ovoy ov ro 'OfXTjpiKoy fvosjhj iStqi StaAc/cr^i K^yiiv iiwKH, 

(Tttjtc, ay^pes i<r'n, f£ls Se irt <p€vyoyras rovrovsy <u'pCj 
^apv ixoKpov 6vayKaKtcrap.^vr)t &Kovs ^vrrjpas iybovaa Kara r^v tjnvyovio^i/ 
Utoli —That is, exhorting them, in all but Homeric language, at Iho top(»f her vo'.oi ; 
and when thia failed, brandishing a long spear ' ud rushing iqKin the fugitives at the 
Utmost speed of her horjie. 

^ This herric lady, according to the ChronUj^te ScandnJmtse of those days, was aftov- 
%'avds deluded by some cunning overtures of the Grcuk Emperor, and poisoned her 
Itusband m exiiectatiou of gaining n place on tho throne of Cuustautinuide. liueange, 
Itowcvcr, rejuets the story, and so docs Gibbon. 

Note G, p. 127. Haymonii. 

Raymond, Count of Thpulouse and St Giles, Buko of Carboune, and Mai quin ol 
rrdvence, an aged war^ilt who had won high distinctiou in the cuntesta again., t tht 
Saracens m Spain, iivas',^chief loader of the Crusaders from the Souti; oi Franci\ Hiii 
titk of Bt Giles is oorraped by Anna Comnena into Sangclvs, by which name slie cum 
Kantly mentions him fr^ho Alcxiad. 






